
Welcome to Lewis Bosworth, our new Archivist! He’ll be following (but never
replacing) our beloved Richard Roe. Lewis will be updating our paper archives,
currently stored at the Wisconsin State Historical Society.  60+ years worth of
piles and boxes of documents will be scanned and digitized to CD or DVD. Down
the road, future members may ask for a printout of the conference program of fall,
2003, and be rewarded for their curiosity. Thanks, in advance, for all your hard
work, Lewis!

I’d also like to thank Jane Osypowski for her service as Muse Prize Co-Chair!
Jane is stepping down. And welcome to Fred Kreutz, our new Muse Prize Co-
Chair!

In keeping with our mission of encouraging the study of poetry in schools, the
WFOP board donated $75 in May to help Erica Krug’s 3rd grade class at Lakeview
Elementary, in Madison. While studying the ocean, her class learned about
oceanographer Sylvia Earle, who is working to help protect the sea through her
organization, Mission Blue. The class decided to do a fundraiser for this cause, by
writing poems about the ocean and making a book to sell, with all profits going to
Mission Blue. Here’s where WFOP entered the picture: Regional VP James Roberts
and Membership Chair Gillian Nevers delivered WFOP’s donation to the class, and
then held a mini reading of poems having to do with the ocean and/or the
environment. Erica will be coming to the Fall Conference and sharing her
experience with the project (and copies of the book) with us.

If you’ve never been to a WFOP Conference, I urge you to join us October 25th
and 26th, at the Stevens Point Holiday Inn and Convention Center. See our
website for details.

Past Treasurer Nancy Rafal has recently designed and produced some WFOP
Bumper Stickers that say “Poet on Board” and feature our WFOP logo. They’re $5
each, and Nancy’s donating the proceeds to WFOP. Look for them at the Fall
Conference, as well as on the web store. Or you can order them the old-fashioned
way, by sending Nancy Rafal a check at P.O. Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202.

One final note: if you would like to plan a public program in your region that
involves poetry, contact the Wisconsin Humanities Council’s Shoshauna Shy at
608-262-0706. The Wisconsin Humanities Council has a grant cycle 7 times a year
to help with some of the costs associated with public programming. Shoshauna
can get you started on the proposal process. Their website is http://
www.wisconsinhumanities.org.

Best,

Mike

WWWWWisconsin FFFFFellowship
OOOOOf PPPPPoets

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Museletter
founded 1950

President Vice-President Secretary Treasurer Membership Chair
Michael Kriesel Jan Chronister Richard Swanson Colleen Frentzel Gillian Nevers
301 East Kent Street, Apt. C 3931 S. County Road O 7320 Cedar Creek Trail 229 Ba Wood Lane 2022 Jefferson Street
Wausau, WI 54403 Maple, WI 54854 Madison, WI 53717 Janesville, WI 53545 Madison, WI 53711
mkriesel@wausauschools.org janchronister@yahoo.com rwswanson@tds.net layersofmoments@yahoo.com nevers@wisc.edu

Fall 2013

Welcome to the new members
of the Wisconsin Fellowship of
Poets that have joined since the
Summer Museletter issue:

Margaret Arnold Rhinelander
James Carroll Black River Falls
Sylvia Cavanaugh Cedar Grove
Karl Garson Soldiers Grove
Lauren Gordon Waukesha
Dawn Hogue Plymouth
Mary Krauss Elm Grove
Bobbie Lovell DePere
Debra Manske South Milwaukee
Lucille Rosenberg Milwaukee
Christine Rundblad Milwaukee
Wendy Schmidt Appleton
Patricia Williams Iola

New member inquiries should be
directed to Gillian Nevers, the
membership chair. Her contact
information is listed in the
masthead.

Welcome to all!

When you need to use your mind, and particularly when a creative solution is needed, oscillate every few minutes
or so between thought and stillness, between mind and no mind.—Eckhart Tolle

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

President’s Message

Editor: Christine Falk

Remember to contact the Museletter
editor if you move or change your

email address:
falk.chris@gmail.com

Keep your info up to date
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

A friend is one who knows you and loves you just the same. —Elbert Hubbard

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Hope McLeod, Northwest Regional VP
1401 W. 8th Avenue
Washburn, WI 54891

happyhopey@centurytel.net

Diana Randolph, Drummond, had
a poem published in Raven 2013,
Voices from the Northwoods, Rural
Arts Voice North; participated in the
Regional Writers Book Fair at
Northwind Book & Fiber in Spooner;
and did a book signing at her home
studio during the 7th Annual Blue
Moon Art Tour.  Diana invites you to
LIKE her professional Facebook
page:  Once in a Blue Moon Studio -
Diana Randolph.

Peggy Trojan’s poem “Saturday
Night” was published on Little
Eagle’s RE/VERSE,  her poem
“Winter Hill” was accepted for
publication in Naugatuck Review.
Three poems, will be published in
Goose River Anthology, and her
poem “Marfa Gallery” is published in
Ekphrastia Gone Wild. She read at
the book release of Raven in Solon
Springs. “Photograph” won an
Honorable Mention and “giving it up”
the editor’s choice in Talking Stick
22.

The Poetry Trail at Newport Park
in Door County had a posting of
poems authored by the Wallace
Group of poets, and was on display
until the end of August. New
chapbooks of poems were released
recently by Hanne Gault and Phil
Hansotia (Looking for America).

Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional
VP1308 16th Ave. E.

Menomonie, WI 54751
lindowleaf@gmail.com

Along with green beans and
zucchini, in August 2013 West Central
Wisconsin experienced an abundance
of poetry.

Elise Gregory in collaboration with
River Falls Public Library organized
the reading and exhibit “Push Me
Pull You: Artists Respond to Poets,
Poets Respond to Artists.” Thirty
artists and poets met and responded
to one another’s work over the month
of June. The exhibit could be seen in
the library gallery until August 17th.

From August 15th to the 25th, The
Vision and the Word 5, a two year
collaborative project between poets
and artists was shown at the Janet
Carson Gallery in Eau Claire. The
Vision and the Word has been an
energizing dynamic in the Chippewa
Valley, occurring every three or four
years since 1997. Co-coordinated by
Sandra Lindow and founder Alan
Jenkins, the VW5 show included
eighteen collaborations (17 duos and
one trio), thirty-seven participants
with four presentations of poems and
artwork. Candace Henneken’s
poetic collage from VW4 was used
on postcards to advertise the show.
Participants’ ages ranged from
eighteen to seventy-eight. Readers
included Steve Betchkal, Yvette
Flaten, Linda Frank, Erna Kelly,
Peg Lauber, Sandra Lindow,
Karen Loeb, and Jeannie
Roberts.

Tuesday, August 13th, Sandra
Lindow participated in the Writers
Read at the Library series coordinated
by Eau Claire Poet Laureate Bruce
Taylor.

Thursday, September 5th, Sandra
Lindow repeated her writing
workshop “Saying It Slant” as part of
the monthly Writers Group at the
Library.

September 18th, Peg Lauber gave
a retrospective reading of her poetry,
1963 to the present, at the Janet
Carson Gallery in Eau Claire.

David Blackey’s poetry has been
juried to be part of the Pumphouse’s
Regional Art Center 3rd biennial
competition, Mark My Words, to be
decided October 18th.
submitted by

Sandra Lindow, West-Central  Regional VP

Jeannie Roberts has the following
acceptances and publications in the
past few months: Misty Mountain
Review, March publication of poems:
“Four-Leafing at Age Eight” and
“Butternuts”; Verse Wisconsin,
acceptance of poem: “Because Nice
Matters (or does it?)”; Zingara Poet,
May publication of poem:
“Rendezvous, the Reunion”;
Reflections from the Center,
Franciscan Spirituality Center, July
publication of poem: “This Very
Moment”; Zouch Magazine &
Miscellany, acceptance of poem:
“North American Robin”; Little
Eagle’s RE / VERSE, July publication
of poem: “Butterfly.”

Jim Pollock, Mid-Central Regional VP
1233 Ridge Road

Stevens Point, WI 54481
jimpollock@charter.net

 James Harwood, Spencer, is a
new member of WFOP and reports
that he had his poem, “Walking With
a Memory,” published in the poetry
collection, In My Lifetime: Solitude,
by Eber & Wein Publishers.

Jeffrey Johannes has published
his first chapbook, Ritual for
Beginning Again. He will be the
featured poet and will read from it at
the Church of the Intercession-
Episcopal in Stevens Point on October
24th, 7:00 p.m., the Alexander House
in Port Edwards on September 30th,
7:00 p.m. and early next year for the
Coloma Hotel Original Voice reading
series. Jeff also had a poem published

Northwest Region

West-Central Region

Mid-Central Region
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Don’t walk behind me; I may not lead. Don’t walk in front of me; I may not follow. Just walk beside me and be my friend. —Albert Camus

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

recently in Star*Line.
Joan Johannes will read from her

new chapbook, He Thought the
Periodic Table Was a Portrait of
God, at the Alexander House on
September 30th, as well as reading in
Coloma and Stevens Point in early
2014. Joan was one of the honorable
mention winners in the Hal
Grutzmacher Poetry Writing Contest
sponsored by Peninsula Pulse and
also has a poem accepted by Verse
Wisconsin for its on-line theme:
parents/children.
submitted by
Jim Pollock, Mid-Central Regional VP

This summer Tracey Ludvik had
her third poem published in the most
recent issue of the Black and White
Anthology series by Outrider Press
in Chicago titled Music in the Air—
the poem is called “Blossoming.”
She was invited to read “Blossoming”
at the Chicago LitFest this summer.
Another of her poems was accepted
to appear in the journal Rosebud.
The poem is titled “Churches and
Taverns.”

James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP
324 Kedzie Street #30
Madison, WI 53704

jrob52162@aol.com

Andrea Potos’ poetry collection
We Lit The Lamp Ourselves received
an Outstanding Achievement in
Poetry Award from the Wisconsin
Library Association. She had a poem
published in The Passionate
Transitory and two poems accepted
for Poetry East.
Andrea and Katrin Talbot read at
The Harmony Cafe in Appleton on
June 17th.

Lisa Cihlar’s book of prose
poems, This Is How She Fails from
Crisis Chronicles Press is now
available on Kindle. She has two
poems in Amethyst Arsenic and two

poems accepted for Gargoyle
Magazine.

Robin Chapman has had poems
in Ascent, American Life In Poetry
and Slippage.

Morgan Harlow had a story
appear in The BurningBush2.

Marilyn Annucci appeared on
WORT’s Radio Literature program
on June 13th. She also had a poem
“K” published as a broadside by
Architrave Press and read with
Alison Townsend at Arcadia Books
in Spring Green on May 31st.

Angela Voras-Hills held three
workshops called “The Poetry
Toolbox” at the Hawthorne Branch
Library in Madison on June 3rd, June
17th, and July 1st.

Kimberly A. Blanchette held a
poetry workshop, “The Cause And
Effect Of Words” at the 38th annual
National Women’s Music Festival in
Middleton on July 6th.

Suzi Godwin’s haiku, “uphill to the
opera house” appears in Brambles,
an anthology commemorating the
“Cradle of American Haiku 3” held
in Mineral Point, in June 2012.

Catherine Jagoe had a poem
accepted—after nine years of sending
the poor lil’ critter out! She has poems
forthcoming in two journals, Midwest
Quarterly and Hospital Drive, and
also in the anthology Echolocations:
Poets Map Madison, forthcoming
with Cowfeather Press. In spring/
summer 2013 she had poems
published in American Journal of
Nursing, Atlanta Review, Poem, and
Verse Wisconsin online. Her poem
“On Seeing Anna Karenina” was
awarded honorable mention in WFOP
2013 Muse Prize. Catherine is
spending a year in Madrid, Spain,
with her family, but will be back in
Madison in August, 2014.
submitted by
James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP

Shoshauna Shy had a poem
published in Found Poetry Review,
and is putting together a publication

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

about the Park & Pleasure Drive, a
rustic road in the city of Madison.
This publication will be funded by the
Dudgeon-Monroe Neighborhood
Association, and at the council
president’s request, include poetry
by neighborhood residents along with
historical text and color photographs.

On August 27th, Marilyn Taylor
presented a paper at the four-day
Summer Symposium on Poetry
Criticism in Gunnison, CO.  The event
was part of Western Colorado State
University’s annual “Writing the
Rockies” Conference and their Low-
Residency MFA program, where
Marilyn serves on the advisory board.
(For information on the conference
and the MFA program, visit http://
formalversemfa.org/about/).

Tom Boswell had poems published
recently in Clare Literary Journal,
(Cardinal Stritch University,
Milwaukee) and Steam Ticket, A
Third Coast Review (University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse).

Jeanie Tomasko has a 13-poem
series in the Spring issue of The
Midwest Quarterly and a poem in
the Fall issue of Rattle.

Carolyn Vargo, East Regional Co-VP
6147 West Stack Circle
Milwaukee, WI 53219
vargocj@execpc.com

or
Janet Leahy, East Regional Co-VP

13480 W. Fountain Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151

leahyja@earthlink.net

Julia Rice will have a poem
published in Echolocations: Poets
Map Madison, which will come out
in fall. She also has had a poem
accepted in Alive Now, to be
published in the fall.

Sister Irene Zimmermann and
Julia Rice each have two poems
accepted by the Goose River

East Region
South-Central Region



4

One of the most beautiful qualities of true friendship is to understand and to be understood. —Lucius Annaeus Seneca

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

Anthology.
Written River has accepted and

published two poems by John
Sierpinski,  “I sent my Heart Out”
and “Revolution.” It is available in
both print and online.

A new exhibit is coming to the
Milwaukee Public Library this fall
entitled “Bridging Cultures: Poetic
Voices of the Muslim World.”
Milwaukee Public Library is one of
six libraries across the country to
receive this grant from Poets House
and City Lore in partnership with the
American Library Association. It is
an initiative that celebrates poetry
with scholar presentations, dialogue,
visual art, music, and performances.
Central Library will be hosting an 18-
panel exhibit and a series of programs
that examine the central role of poetry
in the everyday lives of Muslim men
and women around the globe. A
reception to welcome the exhibit to
Milwaukee was held on Tuesday,
September 17th. Milwaukee Poet
Laureate Jim Chapson offered brief
remarks, and patrons had the
opportunity to view the exhibit and
enjoy some refreshments. The rest
of the series schedule is as follows:
Song of the Reed: Rumi with Dr.
Jawid Mojaddedi and a performance
by Amir Vahab and his ensemble,
Tuesday, September 24th at 6:30pm
in Central Library’s Centennial Hall;
The Worlds of the Ghazal with Dr.
Syed Akbar Hyder and a
performance by Kiran Ahluwalia,
Sunday, October 6th at 2:00pm in
Central Library’s Centennial Hall;
Islam and the Blues with Dr. Sylviane
Diouf, Sunday, November 3rd at
1:00pm in Marquette’s Varsity
Theatre; Yemeni Women’s Poetic
Traditions with Dr. Najwa Adra,
Sunday, November 17th at 2:00pm in
Central Library’s Centennial Hall.

The Poetry People of Waukesha
read at the Southeast Wisconsin Book

Festival on Saturday, September 21st.
The festival ran from September 20th-
22nd at the University of Wisconsin-
Waukesha site. Many Wisconsin
poets presented their work.

The east division is inviting all poets
to the annual fall calendar reading. It
will be on Saturday, November 2nd,
at 2:00 p.m. As in the past we will
read in the Rare Books Room at the
downtown Milwaukee Public Library
located on 9th and Wisconsin Avenue.
This is a beautiful setting for poetry,
please join us.
 Janet Leahy’s poetry has been
published at the Shepherd Express
on-line poetry page, at the umph
prose weekly poetry page and on the
website yourdailypoem.com. One
of her poems has been accepted for
the Verse Wisconsin parents and
children theme, and three of her poems
will be published in the next issue of
Goose River Anthology.

Thomas J. Erickson of
Milwaukee has a new chapbook,
The Lawyer Who Died in the
Courthouse Bathroom, published by
Parallel Press 2013.

Congratulations to Mary Lux who
won the Donn Goodwin poetry prize
at this year’s 2013 Irish Fest. Well
done!
submitted by
Janet Leahy & Carolyn Vargo, East Regional

VPs

Stephen Anderson was the
featured poet at the Brawler Lit
Bout 2 held at People’s Books on
May 31st. His poetry has recently
appeared in New Purlieu Review,
Brawler, ExpressMilwaukee, Your
Daily Poem, and a musical and
operatic composition of a piece entitled
The Privileged Secrets of the Arch
containing several of his poems was
performed by two members of the
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra,
three other musicians and an opera
singer at the North Shore
Congregational Church, 7330 N.

Santa Monica Blvd. on August 15th.
Cristina M. R. Norcross recently

had three poems accepted for
publication on the Your Daily Poem
site, to be featured in 2013/2014, as
well as a poem published on the Little
Eagle’s RE/VERSE.

The Hartford Avenue Poets, had a
poetry anthology of their work
published by Pebblebrook Press. The
writers included in the anthology are:
Thomas J. Erickson, Mary Lux,
Helen Padway, Kim Parsons,
Kathleen H. Phillips, Sheryl
Slocum, Marilyn L. Taylor, Phyllis
Wax, Ed Werstein, and Mark
Zimmermann.

In Memoriam
Ginny Carpentier

Ginny (Virginia) Carpentier  passed
away in her sleep on June 27th after a brief
illness. She and her husband Frank (who
predeceased her) were active in writing
groups, including WFOP. Her obituary
says that “Ginny was a New York model,
secretary at the United Nations, woman
of the year at the Pentagon, art teacher,
writer, poet, artist, antique dealer and
collector and much more.” Most of that
information was a surprise to those of us
who knew her because she was always
interested in others and extremely humble
about her accomplishments. We even
learned at her funeral that she had learned
how to be a pilot.

WFOP member, Mary Beth Krainz,
writes “I knew her as a very close friend
and part of our writer’s round robin. She
delighted in attending WFOP
conferences, and her favorite poet was
Ellen Kort, who mentored her husband
years ago in his writing endeavors. Ginny
published a poem called “Cat Clime” in
the 2007 edition of Wisconsin Poet’s
Calendar. We will remember her for her
many talents but most of all for her
kindness, sense of humor, and
determination to keep learning and living
fully. She will continue to be an inspiration
to all who knew and loved her!
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I value the friend who for me finds time on his calendar, but I cherish the friend who for me does not consult his calendar. —Robert Brault

General Account:  submitted by Colleen Frentzel, treasurer
Balance April 1, 2013 $28,287.89

Income: Membership Dues $1,447.26
Conference $ Received 6,445.94
Calendar Profit 1,200.00
Previous Bond Cancel Refund 12.00
Total Income: $9,105.20

Expenses: Museletter Printing/Mailing $2,567.35
Conference Expenses 5,603.81
Conference Speakers 585.28
Office Supplies (Archivist Equipment)

349.02
Muse Contest Expenses 593.36
Donations 575.00
Calendar acct/new members/etc 40.00
Total Expenses: ($10,313.82)

Total $27,079.27
Closing Statements Balance on June 28, 2013 $26,940.88

Outstanding checks #1432, 1437 $803.38
Outstanding deposits $699.51
Store Account Balance $242.26

General Account + Store Account Balance on June 30, 2013 $27,079.27*

*$20,000 of this is invested in an interest bearing $20,000 CD (60 month 1.74%)
from which goes to the Literary Fund for our contest prizes.

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance April 1, 2013 $7,112.92

Income: Income: $1,704.96
Expenses: Postage $74.64

Bank Fees $34.00
Documentation for printing $5,875.00
Profit to General Acct $1,200.00
Total Expenses: ($7,183.64)

Total $1,634.24

Calendar Account Balance on June 30, 2013 $1,634.24

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Jeffrey Johannes, Literary Fund Co-Chair
Balance April 1, 2013 $553.14

Income: CD interest $85.81
Total Income: $85.81

Expenses:
Total Expenses: ($0.00)

Total $638.95

Literary Fund Balance on June 30, 2013 $638.95

Summary Total of All Accounts: $29,352.46

(Previous Fourth Quarter Total $35,953.95)

To coincide with our federal tax filing our fiscal year is April 1 to March 31.

April 1, 2013 through June 30, 2013
Fiscal First Quarter Financial Report

Teachers! Librarians! Literary
Event Planners!

The Wisconsin Humanities Council based in Madison
contributes to the cultural fabric of Wisconsin by
awarding grants for public humanities programs.
These programs deepen our understanding of the world
we live in through reflection and conversation. Our
grants are offered to non-profits and ad hoc
committees for programs—and many of them happen
to involve poetry! These grants are up to $10,000.00
in seven different cycles throughout the year, and
giving grants to small communities in Wisconsin is one
of our top priorities.

While we don’t fund singular readings, workshops or
individual publication projects,we do fund readings and
workshops when they are part of a larger program that
involves discussion and interaction among participants
and/or the audience. For example, in the recent past,
we have helped to support a poetry festival by The
Friends of Lorine Niedecker in Fort Atkinson, a
reading/discussion + workshop featuring Todd Boss at
the McIntosh Memorial Library in Viroqua, and a
Native American reading series in Lac du Flambeau.

Learn more about how your own local community
can be aided and abetted in providing poetic
programming to the general public by checking out the
WHC grant guidelines at our website, and calling
Shoshauna Shy at (608) 262-0706 to get you started.
The WHC has long been a contributor to the Poet
Laureate Fund, giving $500.00 per year. See the other
events and programs that have received our financial
support: http://www.wisconsinhumanities.org.

In Memoriam
Donajean Durkin

Donajean Durkin, most recently of Lombard, IL,
passed away July 25, 2013. She was predeceased by
her husband of 61 years, Robert Joseph Durkin. She
was the loving mother of Robert, Jr (Patricia Ann),
Debra, Mark (Karen), Thomas (Sue), the late James,
William (Gayle), and Joseph (Denise); devoted
grandmother of Kathleen, Brendan, Noreen, Thomas,
Jr, Michael, Megan (Toby), Daniel, Katherine, Sean,
Patrick, and Catherine; great-grandmother of Connor,
Ryan, and Aaron; fond sister of the late Stanley Swartz
and beloved sister-in-law to Judith Swartz. Donajean
was a graduate of Wooster High School and Wooster
College, class of 1948, with a Bachelor of Arts in
Music, majoring in piano. Her memorial service was
held on August 17th at All Saints Catholic Cemetery in
DesPlaines, IL..

Artwork by Diana Randolph
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A friend is someone who gives you total freedom to be yourself.—Jim Morrison

MarketsMarketsMarketsMarketsMarkets
Looking at Markets

It’s a pretty exciting time to be a poet, especially when one thinks about the variety of places poems are popping up. In the
last couple of years in Wisconsin alone, short poems have appeared along roads, like the Burma Shave signs of old
(Fermentation Fest);  haiku was displayed on a theater marquee (Stevens Point);  poems were dispensed from a gum ball
machine (statewide); bicyclists were treated to poems when they rented  B-Cycles (Madison); and hikers paused to read
poems on a trail in a state park (Newport State Park in Door County). Let’s not forget poems handed out at farmer’s markets,
poems embedded in sidewalks, and poetry in art galleries and museums and coffee houses. The non-traditional markets and
venues for poetry are endless. If your poem, or poems, have appeared in a non-print/online venues, let me know. I’d love to
write about your experience in the next column.

As always, I’m also interested in knowing about the more traditional places you have published. Tell me a little about your
experience with the publication and why you chose to submit to it. Send the information to nevers@wisc.edu. I’ll research the
publication website, submission guidelines and the type of work the publication is looking for.

Where Our Members are Publishing — New Markets
Morgan Harlow writes, “I don’t remember how I found out about the journal Cellpoems (www.cellpoems.org) – whether I’d

seen a retweet of one of their posts on Twitter or saw it mentioned in a contributor’s note in another journal and followed up
with a Google search – I enjoy reading and writing short poems and had been working on one particular poem that I felt might
work as a text message so I finished writing it and sent it in to Cellpoems. In the meantime I subscribed. I had read with
interest many of the archived poems but when I received the first Cellpoem text on my phone it was a different experience, one
carrying the immediacy of a conversation via text message. After my work was accepted the editor followed up with a schedule
of upcoming poems to let contributors know when their work would be sent to subscribers and when it would appear on
Twitter (a day later) and on the website (a week later). A wonderful journal.” Cellpoems is a poetry journal distributed via text
message. It was recognized by the National Book Foundation in 2010 with an Innovations in Reading Grant. Subscribers
receive a new poem once a week via text message. While the medium is brief, the “goal is not to shrink attention spans or
subject good writers and readers to the inanities of text message abbreviations. Rather, in the tradition of great, short poems,
the editors hope to present work that has undergone the duress of revision and come out hard-boiled and striking.” Sign up to
receive cellpoems by going to the website.

Two of Joan Johannes’ poems made the 25 finalists in Off Channel, the literary journal published by the Midwest Writing
Center (www.midwestwritingcenter.org),the first time she entered. Joan writes that she “enjoyed reading the winners and
other finalists, so I entered the next year.” This time, she entered the regional contest instead of the national, since “the prize
money is the same, and the site said that the founder of the contest was giving an additional award for the regional winner.”
Joan won, and one of the other poems in her three-poem entry was a finalist, so she had two poems published in Off Channel,
$250.00 and the additional award, which was a hand-made ceramic plaque about 16”x 14” with a turtle inlay.  The Midwest
Writing Center (MWC) sponsors the yearly Mississippi Valley Poetry Contest, a regional contest for poets from the
Mississippi Valley Region (includes Wisconsin). The national contest is open to all U.S. poets. An entry consists of 3 poems,
and poets can enter one or both of the contests. Entry fee is $10.00 for either contest. A poet can enter both for $15.00. Prizes
in each contest are $250, $175, and $100. The finalists and winners are published in Off Channel. Submission deadlines and
more information is available on the Midwest Writing Center website. The MWC also sponsors a yearly Mississippi Valley
Chapbook Contest.

Joan also had work in The California Quarterly, a quarterly journal devoted to poetry, sponsored by the California State
Poetry Society (http://californiastatepoetrysociety.org). Membership is not necessary for submission. Submit no more than six
relatively brief (60 line max) poems on any subject, in any form, including an SASE and your name and address on each page
to CSPS, PO Box 7126, Orange, CA, 92863. E-mail inquiries may be directed to jipalley@aol.com, but all submissions must be
received via US mail.

Jeffrey Johannes writes that he “enjoys sending work to Fox Cry Review (http://www.uwfox.uwc.edu) it is the longest
running literary journal produced by a two- year college in the nation, and I think Wisconsin poets should contribute to WI
literary culture.” Submissions are accepted from September 1st-February 1st.

Jeffrey wants to remind “those writing science fiction or fantasy poetry, about Star*Line (http://www.sfpoetry.com/
starline.html), edited by our own Jeannie Bergmann, a well done publication, and I enjoy submitting my work to it.” Star*Line,
which was mentioned in the Spring, 2011 issue of the Museletter, is the  journal and official newsletter and network instrument
of the Science Fiction Poetry Association. Nonmembers can also submit.

Gillian Nevers  • 2022 Jefferson Street • Madison, WI 53711-2116 • nevers@wisc.edu

Markets continues on insert page
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Three Toed Sloth

Poems by Our Membership     / Jeanie Tomasko, Editor

Three Ring Circus

Three men in a tub
laughed as three billy goats gruff
charged three little pigs that
scared three little kittens
chasing three blind mice
searching for three little fishies
while Old King Cole
and his fiddlers three
packed three bags full
ready to flee.

—Kay Prosser, Baraboo

Male Fantasy

Fame, sex, money:
center-stage spotlights, starlets bedded,
ocean-side mansions!
All out of reach?
Maybe just some of that honey,
a jarful? spoonful?
a licking?
15 minutes of one at least? 5 minutes, each?

—Richard Swanson, Madison

Three Whites in the Churchyard

Three whites in the churchyard
Against the green and lichened grey,
The dew on the spider’s web,
The Dusty Miller’s spread,
The bones that saw no light of day.

Three whites in the churchyard,
The groom’s pale face like clay
Has blessed
The bride’s white dress,
And snowdrops bloom along the way.

Three whites in the churchyard,
A moth at break of day
Warms on the oaken door
Where souls have passed before
With candles on their way.

—Fran Rall, Madison

Night Three at an Out of Town Conference in Milwaukee

Wander in off Kilbourn Avenue
doggy bags in hand.
Still warm and giving off the scent
of sauerbraten.

There they play the blues in a little
corner bar, wood floors,
pressed tin ceiling smoked brown, laughter
fills the night through the propped door.

Four men, no stage,
Pabst Blue Ribbon on every table.
The bass man never opens his eyes.

Neon splashes the harmonica player’s
sweat shined face blue, red, yellow.

That guitar player sings
gravel like Muddy Waters.

Dance tight with strangers
to a drum beat, lifts us off the earth,
fills us with longing to be blue, too.

—Lisa Cihlar, Brodhead

In the Same Boat

For the past three years,
I’ve sailed choppy seas
and met mates adrift like me.

And one is a poet,
and one is a player,
and one is, oh, fiddle-dee-dee.

Yet all have in common
a singular phenomenon
a spectacular rarity.

Their poems reveal it;
their words can’t conceal it;
they’re still lashed to dead wives—all three.

—Jan H. Bosman, Woodstock, IL

Three Charms for the Dead

Helen phoned from Cincinnati
to say Walter is now only ninety-eight pounds
of labored breath
under a blanket of skin
spotted like a leopard.

A message from Kate
in Sedalia
said Philip is not expected
to survive an artery
that split from its wall of fat
in some effort to free the heart.

And then the present wife calls.

Her husband
who used to be mine
has gone from yellow to saffron.

Our daughter
says he looks like
the Great Pumpkin.

I left him in 1980
abandoned with my mother’s tea set
his bottle
and twenty years of flesh.

I thought grief was over
but he died again
the day he remarried.

Maybe this time he’ll stay dead.

—Janet Taliaferro, Hazelhurst
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I Wished

I wished for a man with curly black hair
Who would bring promises and sit in my chair
But to my surprise
Right before my eyes
Came a man with three lies and a head baldbare.

—Dolores Patitz, Glidden

“Opportunity Awaits You Next Monday”

On next Monday, I’ll
win that award.

Next Monday, I’ll
bust down the door.

Next Monday, I’ll
finish my novel.

Next Monday, I’ll
learn about loving.

On next Monday, you’ll
have to choose.

Next Monday, you’ll
be the one to lose.

Next Monday, you’ll
see how it feels.

Next Monday, you’ll
be crushed under our wheels.

On next Monday, we’ll
solve all our problems.

Next Monday, we’ll
end all our longings.

Next Monday, we’ll
find space in our life.

Next Monday, we’ll
forget who is right.

—Carney Lentz, Mauston

Cousin Eddie and the Three-Toed Sloth

Cousin Eddie from Chicago was ten.
He narrowed his eyes and said,
“You let me win at ‘Parcheesi’ or
I’ll call a big-city gangster. Some dark night
He’ll send a Three-Toed Sloth to grab you—
Carry you away to live in an African tree.”

I was five and believed him.
He sneered, “You'll grow like the Sloth
With three fingers and three toes,
Peg-shaped teeth and a short tail.
You’ll be covered with dull grey-brown fur—
Bits of green algae will cling to you.
No one will ever say you are pretty.”

I was five and believed him
Each night I fought sleep, ready to scream
If the Three-Toed Sloth came to kidnap me.
Eddie won every “Parcheesi” game
And “Monopoly”, too. Summer ended.
I started school that fall and wised up
About Three-Toed Sloths and other threats.
Cousin Eddie never won another game.

—Marion H. Youngquist, Brookfield

Three Blind Mice, Revisited

Blindness at birth,
rare among mice,
combined with extraordinary
extrasensory perception,
allowed the three
blind mice to
navigate, escaping after
vicious attacks by
a mouse-phobic
cook. Minus tails
but breeders nonetheless
they and their
descendants haunted her
kitchen as long
as she lived.

—Judy Roy, Baileys Harbor

Triple Play

What is a haiku?
A triad of triple beats?
Nope...add an octet!
Shakespeare said it well...
“to thine own self be true...” Huh?
Not one dalliance?
What’s in common here?
Very little save some fun.
(and some plays on words)...

—Michael Farmer, Baileys Harbor

Three Images

Three images sit in my delicate brain —
My Muse, my Conscience, my Instant Refrain.
My Muse often leaves me, my Conscience does not,
my Refrain is seldom as quick as a thought.
Guess aging’s to blame, so that’s my excuse;
When I wake each morning, my brain’s quite amused.
Which one will be “working”; which one will be not;
What words will be handy; is it all just for naught?

—Lorelee Sienkowski, Packwaukee

People Die in Threes

When one dies, she is one of three.
One has passed,
and she has lost herself in the mix.
Is each an ingredient?
Who are the two with whom she is blended?
Are those three destined to be
the three who died together?
We stretch the dough to fit the pan.
So three died Sunday, Monday, Tuesday.
We work it down to concentrate the taste.
The truth is that this flavor is unique.
The aroma of this one life permeates
the air, persevers, lingers.
We air out her memory in time,
plunging her spirit into the next three,
kneading the mixture to oblivion,
forgetting the one, the unique,
that rises like leaven
and never really leaves.

—Julia Rice, Milwaukee
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Three Pairs of Shoes

For the cost of
three pairs of shoes
neatly stacked in my mother’s closet
I could buy the plane ticket to her funeral.

Delicately wrapped in tissue
with shiny gold accents
and virgin soles of suede,
they are too tight for her swollen feet,
the heels too high for unsteady gait.
But rather she is reduced to naked feet,
her skin like gossamer
whisper thin, transparent
adorned with tortoise shell nails
curling in like beaks of prehistoric birds
tender to the slightest touch,
the pull of a thread on a sock.
What will she do with Oscar and Pierre,
waiting patiently in the dark
for her alligator feet
to slide softly into navy pumps
or slim straps of Italian sandals
that would barely cover one bloated toe,
each shoe a hundred miles of my journey.
What was she thinking
when she cradled my inheritance
in her craggy hands,
inhaled their opiate leather scent
that brought to her eyes a rheumy lust,
an ungracious unforgiving of my youth?

—Liz Rhodebeck, West Allis

Through my window

the mist in the distance subsides
as my eyes struggle to find form
At first I can barely see the lake
until I settle into autumn’s peace

Now to my delight a family of ruffed grouse
inhabits a flowering crab tree thirty yards
from my window a family of sorts three
feathered to the toes strutting about and I
too dense to spot their delightful antics
A parliament perhaps temporary tenants

Neither mountainside nor moorland here
their typical habitats instead my own front yard
Why is it true that our eyes often fail to see
what we need to find with our hearts

—Joey Wojtusik, Three Lakes

Three Versions of Water Psychosis

I.
On shore of the Pacific at Montana de Oro
Our moon competes with clouds to be seen
I have found the edge of my personality
Waves thrash on rocks black with fervor
Each, a god—deploying into sky as shards
Where moon’s eyes wince drenched
Salt-stung to heave back bashing
Blows that crash in ears as I collapse in
Silence finally from its ardent roars.

II.
On frozen Lake Mendota with a view to the stones
Aghast at sounds that rumble in its depths
Nothing I have ever known, no one ever told
That lakes moan when strong sheets of ice crack
And I have not begun to love as love howls too
Lying flat above the lake’s booms, echoing
Fear to bowels, lasers in war, shaking the
Soul of the lake. Cries of casualty and end, for
No one comes to the buried stones’ wake.

III.
Rains of summertime unpeel my clothes, I am
A voyeur of skin felt up by warm sky, the two
Squirm over me until they come. Upstairs,
Zombie lowers body into the bath. Porpoise
Tight skin bares the rhythm of heart
Candle shimmers prisms of color across
Tears in its flame. Lowering myself to
Allow the silent caves of ears, let the flood
Waters sweep me beyond home into sea.

—Gary Powell, Madison

Three Trios

Viola, cello, and violin:
They sway as one, no three, render a din
But in rhythm so beautifully it amounts to sin.

They do Three Three-needled Pines of Rome, Padua and Venice,
Go Jack, Norway and white: oh oh oh, so nice, nice, nice!
I listen again, and again, and again: thrice!

Not to be outdone, hoping for mostest, for bestest, to surmount the test,
Another set comes into focus,
Sounds increasingly in tune, look, observe, see there they be, to the west:

A piano, accordion, a fiddle,
And they present a triplet riddle—
But really, merely if severely, a three-county middle:

Dane, Wood and Iowa, lo they go go go,
But for all their qualities, just so so so
And, ah ha ha, their audience shows its “no no no.”

Then thirdly, oddly, absurdly, trombone combines with a trumpet
And to round things out, they need a fat if comely strumpet—
So see tuba too—we just gottta lump it,

How queeer, hark, note, hear, paradoxically winsome melodies,
Or is it triadoxically? on the summer breeze—
They disappointingly wheeze, counter-intuitively please, and finally tease,

Such that we all in common, all three of us, give loud, loud, loud claps—
But but but they play again and it sounds like crap,
And we all give in, we surrender, we finally collapse.

—Russ Gardner, Madison

Teapot

I know your story. I created you.
A trinity of earth, hand, wheel
turned, pulled and grooved
until your essence emerged.
Your beauty flows through the brushwork
I learned from Marjory Wu. Her city
of eternal spring inspired plum blossom
the symbol of hope and continuity.
You survived the firing.
Resting on my shelf between
ceremonies, your role will be
to gracefully endure.

—Loraine Brink, Ephraim
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Theme for
Winter issue:

Write a poem that begins
with this line

from W. D Ehrhart...
For submission guidelines,

see insert page.
Deadline:

Friday, November 1, 2013

And Baby Makes...

overflowing
bundles, burping,
contagious rashing,

tyrannic interruptus;
a little king
owns our attention

inconvenient and damp
horribly intolerant,
and for no reason

suddenly asleep.

—Stephanie Sargent, West Allis

Ritual

Paper cranes fly up
from a garden of cosmos
orange, white, blue
on the tiny box of matches
so serene, so innocent.
Inside, the matches also rest
as we contemplate and then begin
the ceremony of candle lighting
that precedes each dinner:
the sliding open – birds, flowers, box –
the reaching in to lift,
the closing and
the striking, each a flow of hand and eye and mind
and then, the touching to each candle
one, two three,
communal celebration
inside the globe of golden light.

—Francha Barnard, Baileys Harbor

Rights revert to individual poets upon publication.

Three Finger Sam

He sat down at the piano
struck a key, someone laughed.
Then he started to play
slowly and softly at first.
Warming up to the music
his fingers began to fly over the keys.
The bar went silent
no voices, no clinking of glasses.
He poured out his heart
playing of friends and of lovers
of highs and of lows
of places he’d been
and of things he had done.
When he played the last chord,
he turned and quietly said,
“That was my life.”
Then he walked out of the room.

—Bob Kimberly, Seattle, WA

A Three-Dog Night

A three-dog night on the floor of the bath,
three Red Dogs at a time, fists on the table,
Set me up, Barkeep, three more! Three more!
My three-dog night, flashing jukebox blaring,
again and again, and again: Joy to the World!
Black and White! Mama Told Me Not to Come!
Three wise men, not so very, very, very wise;
three wishes, none granted, a trinity of fate,
the morning after, shedding hair of the dog:
Not one of the three graces followed me home,
only one of the dogs, licking my face in concern
as I lay on the bathroom rug in my underwear,
Head throbbing on the cool smooth ceramic tile.

—Gary Jones, Sister Bay

The Fates—

Clotho, the spinner
Lachesis, the allotter
Atropos, the cutter—

sometimes haunt my life.
Clotho crafts a strategy

and Lachesis apportions actions
as Atropos fashions an ambush

while I look on
astonished.

—Patricia Smith, Knapp

Three Horses

Three blindfolded horses
heads heavy as anvils
eating grass in a pasture
along the township road.

It’s so they won’t be frightened
by all the traffic, says my mother.

I agree, but also think
they see something we don’t
about life and death
through the grey filtered light.

—Beth Tornes, Lac du Flambeau
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Walking with a friend in the dark is better than walking alone in the light. —Helen Keller

Wisconsin Poetry Festival Schedule Announced
The 2013 Lorine Niedecker Wisconsin Poetry

Festival in Fort Atkinson is scheduled for October 11th
and 12th. You do not need to register for the festival
and there is no fee for attending. You do need to
register in advance for the Blackhawk Island Writer’s
Workshop on Saturday. You also need to register for
the box lunch on Saturday. The box lunch is $10 which
is payable at the festival. Send an email to
contact@lorineniedecker.org to register for the
workshop and/or lunch.

Friday, October 11th
5:00 Café Carpe opens for dinner Café Carpe
5:30 Festival Welcome
6:30 Open mic - Come read your

poems or your favorite poems.
Readers will be recognized on the
Web site. Moderator: tba

Saturday, October 12th
8:00 Poetry at the Farmers Market Parking lot

across from
Library

Help create the Poetry Path
8:30 Poetry Cafe  and Poetry Store Library

Open Registration, freebies,
exchanges, free Wifi, light
refreshment

9:00 “Food Politics in Lorine Niedecker’s
‘New Goose’ Poems”
Michelle Nieman, PhD candidate,
University of Wisconsin–Madison

9:45 “A Tally of Contemporaries:
A Reading of Lorine Niedecker’s
“If I Were a Bird” and a study of
the poets who inspired it.”
Nancy Shea, Solitary Plover Study
Group, Fort Atkinson

10:30 Break
11:00 “Marketing Your Poems In The

Digital Age”
John Lehman

11:45 Lunch with Poet Laureate, Poetry Cafe
Max Garland

Box Lunches available ($10, sign-up required)
Concurrent
1:00 Wisconsin Poetry Festival Library

Open Mic
(sign up in Poetry Café)
Readers will be recognized on the
Web site.
Moderator - Max Garland

1:00 BHI writers Workshop BHI
(Free, registration required)
Leader - Lisa Fishman

2:00 Poetry: The Art Of It– Library
Blackout Poetry
Moderator - Amy Lutzke

2:30 Poetry Round Tables - Each group
presented twice, 2:30 and 3:30.
Kara Candito - Winner, Council
for Wisconsin Writers, Lorine
Niedecker Poetry Award
Geoffrey Collins - Winner,
Wisconsin People & Ideas,
Poetry Award
Marilyn Annucci - Associate
Professor, UW-Whitewater
William Stobb - Assistant Professor,
UW-La Crosse
Group A - Marilyn and Geoffrey
Group B - Kara and William

4:30 Tentative - River Front Blackhawk
Reception Island
Dinner on your own

7:00 Nature of Wisconsin Poetry Library
Wisconsin Poet Laureate Jones Gallery
Max Garland
Blackhawk Island Poems
Poetry: The Art Of It
Artists - Helen Mary Beck,
Dawn Hunter, Karen Ragus,
Diane Washa
Poets - tba

8:30 Closing Remarks

Marilyn Taylor to Offer Fall Workshop
Marilyn Taylor is offering a 5-day fall workshop at Bjorklunden Seminar Center in Baileys Harbor. It will be
offered October 13th-17th and is entitled: Finding your voice, using it well. Whether you consider yourself a
beginner or an experienced poet, this workshop offers an exceptional opportunity to write the poems that will
clearly and imaginatively express ideas that are distinctly yours. In the supportive company of other poets, you’ll
experiment with sound, rhythm, form and imagery—and wind up with many new skills for writing exactly the kind
of poetry you do best. Marilyn L. Taylor, former Poet Laureate of Wisconsin (2009 - 2010) and Milwaukee (2004
- 2005), has published six collections of poetry. Her award-winning work has appeared in many anthologies and
journals, including Poetry, American Scholar, and Measure. To register contact Samantha Szynskie, Assistant
Director, Björklunden - Lawrence University, PO Box 10, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202, Phone: 920-839-2216,
http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/bjork/.
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 A true friend never gets in your way unless you happen to be going down. —Arnold H. Glasow

WFOP Fall Conference
October 25-26, 2013

Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center
1001 Amber Avenue, Stevens Point, WI

(715) 344-0200

DRIVING DIRECTIONS

From the North (Wausau):
Follow Interstate 39/51 South to Exit 158. Turn East (left) on
Highway 10 for one mile. Turn North (left) onto Elizabeth
Avenue for one block. The Holiday Inn will be directly
ahead.

From the South (Madison):
Follow Interstate 39/51 North to Exit 158-A. Turn East (right)
on Highway 10 for one mile. Turn North (left) onto Elizabeth
Avenue for one block. The Holiday Inn will be directly
ahead.

From the West (Marshfield):
Follow Highway 10 East all of the way through Stevens
Point. Turn North (left) onto Elizabeth Avenue for one block.
The Holiday Inn will be directly ahead.

From the East (Appleton):
Follow Highway 10 West. Turn North (right) onto Elizabeth
Avenue for one block. The Holiday Inn will be directly
ahead.

REGISTRATION

All registrations and inquiries should be directed to:

WFOP Conference Coordinator
Erik Richardson
3225 N. 91st. Street
Milwaukee, WI 53222
(414) 445-2312
erichardson@wi.rr.com

Early Registration Deadline by October 2nd, 2013
$65 Members and family
$90 Non-members (includes membership)
After Deadline & Walk-Ins: $70/$95

LODGING INFORMATION

Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center
1001 Amber Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54482
(715) 344-0200
www.holidayinn.com/stevenspointwi

WFOP group rate – $89 per night (Friday night only. Saturday
night reservations must be handled by you.)
(WFOP handles room bookings to get this rate.)

Make check payable to WFOP and mail to Erik Richardson.
After  October 2nd, you may have to make your own reservation
with the hotel. The rate could be higher.

“From Brain to Book: the Art of Poetry Publishing”

More
Conference
Information
page 14-15
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A single rose can be my garden...a single friend, my world. —Leo Buscaglia

Verse Wisconsin & Cowfeather
Press

Verse Wisconsin will conduct one last call for online
poetry. Look for it at versewisconsin.org, reading
October 1st-31st only. Verse Wisconsin editors Sarah
Busse and Wendy Vardaman will teach an online class
“Poetry Plunge: A Poetry and Publishing Workshop”
through the Loft Literary Center, October 14th-
November 24th. More information is at the Loft’s
online classes (https://www.loft.org/classes/detail/
?loft_product_id=36028).

Verse Wisconsin will be at the Wisconsin Book
Festival (Madison) October 18th-20th, as well as
Passing the Mic with First Wave on October 18th,
bringing performance of spoken word poetry and hip
hop theater together with discussion by poets and poet-
performers. More information is available on VW’s
Events page and at http://omai.wisc.edu/.

Cowfeather has three new summer-fall titles by
WFOP members:

•Luz de Todos los Tiempos/Light of All Times
(bilingual ed.) by Madison poet, Moisés
Villavicencio Barras;

•Sister Satellite by Cathryn Cofell;
•Echolocation, Poets Map Madison (an anthology
coedited by Sarah Busse, Wendy Vardaman and
Shoshauna Shy).

Books are available through cowfeatherpress.org, on
Amazon, and as ebooks via Kindle. Launch events will
be held in Appleton, Milwaukee and Madison to
celebrate the books of Cofell and Villavicencio Barras:

•October 6th, 1:30-3:30 p.m., Central Library,
Madison

•October 11th, 7 p.m., Woodland Pattern Bookstore,
Milwaukee

One event will be held for Echolocations:
•November 16th-Reading party for Echolocations,
Poets Map Madison, 1-4 p.m., Central Library,
Madison.

You can get news of VW/Cowfeather through
Facebook and/or subscribing to our mailing list on the
VW home page.

Archives Request
The WFOP archives are alive and well, and archivist

Lewis Bosworth is seeking anything you may have that
could be of historical interest to the Fellowship: official
documents, artifacts, personal mementos, etc. No gift
too small!  Check your files, attics and basements, and
let Lewis know. He will scan and return, and he
expects to take things off your hands, too, at the Fall
Conference in Stevens Point. Contact Lewis at
lewisabosworth@gmail.com or 608-238-3648.

This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY. Recent publication: Copyright 2012-13.

Title Publication Author

He Thought the Periodic Chapbook (2013) Joan Wiese Johannes
Table Was a Portrait (Finishing Line Press)
of God To order contact Joan at:

800 Ver Bunker Avenue
Port Edwards, WI 54469
$12.00 plus $2.00 shipping
6105 Fairfax Lane

The Lava Storyteller Chapbook (2013) Cristina M. R. Norcross
(Red Mare Press)
To order online from publisher
http://www.etsy.com/listing/
150919587/red-mare-7
OR order directly from the author:
N66W38350 Deer Creek Court
Oconomowoc, WI 53066
bookndz@yahoo.com
$7.00 plus $3.00 shipping

The Lawyer Who Died in Chapbook (2013) Thomas J. Erickson
the Courthouse (Parallel Press)

To order from publisher:
parallelpress.library.wisc.edu
OR order directly from the author:
thomerick@aol.com
$10.00 plus shipping

Masquerades and Poetry (2013) See East Region news for authors
Misdemeanors (Pebblebrook Press)

To order contact publisher at:
www.stoneboatwi.org
$14.00

Midwestern Heart Chapbook (2013) Tom Boswell
(Codhill Press)
Winner of the Codhill Poetry
Chapbook Award in January, 2012
To order contact publisher,
Amazon, SUNY Press or author:
PO Box 31
Evansville, WI 53536
$16.00
See Tom’s Member Page on the
WFOP website for more details.

New Moon Chapbook (2013) Elizabeth Tornes
(Finishing Line Press)
To order contact publisher at:
finishinglinepress.com
$14.00

Praying Our Way Poetry (2013) June Paul
Through Stress (WestBow Press)

To order contact publisher at:
http://bookstore.westbowpress.com/
Products/SKU-000587237/
Praying-Our-Way-Through-
Stress.aspx
$11.95 soft cover / $28.95 hard cover

Ritual for Beginning Chapbook (2013) Jeffrey Johannes
Again To order contact Jeffrey at:

800 Ver Bunker Avenue
Port Edwards, WI 54469

Canoe Haiku Chapbook (2013) Gary Busha
On the Dock Chapbook (2013) To order contact Gary/Wolfsong Pubs.
Rhyme Tyme Chapbook (2013) 3123 S. Kennedy Drive

Sturtevant, WI 53177
gbusha@wi.rr.com
$5.00 each S&H included

Poetry
Publications
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Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, like art...it has not survival value; rather it is one of those things that give value to survival. —C.S. Lewis

Featuring a living library of experts on a range of book publishing
options with Sean Bishop, Susan Elbe, Debbie Ketchum-Jercik, Jeri

McCormick, Ralph Murre and Wendy Vardaman

Name Phone

Address

Email

Members $65 Received before October 2nd; $70 at the door Number $
 (Includes breakfast and lunch)

Non-members $90 Received before October 2nd; $95 at the door Number $
(includes breakfast, lunch and WFOP membership)

Room rate: $89/night (Friday night only.
Saturday night reservations must be handled by you.) $

Designate double (two queen beds) or single (one king with pull-out sofa). double single
Roll away bed available for an additional $15.00 per night. roll-away $
Make checks payable to WFOP and mail to: Erik Richardson, 3225 N. 91st Street, Milwaukee, WI 53222

Do you need table space to sell books? Yes No
If so, please list name(s) to be posted on the book sales table:

Payment: Online or by check $
If paying by check, please print and include this form.

Total $

WFOP Fall Conference Registration—2013

Friday, October 25, 2013
4:00 p.m. Registration Opens
4:30-7:00 p.m. Book Fair
5:30-6:30  p.m. Board Meeting
7:00-9:00 p.m. Open Mic  (Longer poems welcome!)

Saturday, October 26, 2013
7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast / Book Fair
8:00 a.m. Registration Opens
8:30 a.m. Business Meeting
9:30 a.m. Break/Book Fair
9:45 a.m. Roll Call Poems (24 line limit)
10:30 a.m. Break/Book Fair

WFOP Fall Conference
October 25-26, 2013

Holiday Inn Hotel & Conference Center

10:45 a.m. Poems as the Page - Paper & Bookmaking
Demonstration w/Debbie Ketchum-Jercik

11:45 p.m. Lunch and Door Prizes
12:30 p.m. Triad Awards
1:00 p.m. Living Library of Book Publishing

Choose your topics! Organizing a Book, Self-
Publishing, Publishing Collectives, the
Screening Process, the Contest Route,
Chapbooks vs. Full length – opportunities to
rotate through a collection of experts in
small group discussions.

2:30 p.m. Break/Book Fair
2:45-4:00  p.m. Roll Call Poems (24-line limit)

Make checks payable to WFOP and mail to:
Erik Richardson
3225 N. 91st Street
Milwaukee, WI 53222

Questions / comments?
Contact Erik at (414) 445-2312
or erichardson@ww.rr.com

SCHEDULE
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Membership Renewal Form
KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT. Dues for the 2013 year were due January 1, 2013. If your mailing label
doesn’t have (13) (P) (L) or years beyond ’13 after your name, please pay your dues immediately to keep your membership
current. Dues MUST be current to participate in WFOP contests, to be published in the Museletter poetry pages and to
maintain a personal poet page on the WFOP website.
Mail to: Colleen Frentzel, 229 Ba Wood Lane, Janesville, WI 53545.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

Email address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

***5 for 4 Deal***
$100 paid now will give Active
members 5 years of member-
ship for the price of 4 (2013-
2017)! Save $25.00!

Let us be grateful to people who make us happy, they are the charming gardeners who make our souls blossom. —Marcel Proust

WFOP Fall Conference Bios

Many poets have successfully published individual
poems, but stumble when it comes to forming these
poems into a book and subsequently getting that book
published. The Fall Conference will feature experts in
one or more aspects of poetry book publishing –
including a unique presentation and demonstration of
papermaking from the Mill: Paper & Arts Book Center
(recently completed a Max Garland broadside), and an
interactive Living Library: your opportunity for small
group discussion on topics of your choosing.

Our featured experts (aka “library books”):

Sean Bishop was managing editor of Gulf Coast
before coming to Wisconsin as a fellow of the Institute
for Creative Writing, where he is now the graduate
program coordinator. He founded the magazine Better:
Culture and Literature and is the advisor for Devil’s
Lake. His first book, The Night We’re Not Sleeping
In won the 2013 Kathryn A. Morton prize. Sean will
share these experiences and his work as a screener for
the UW Press poetry contest series (Brittingham and
Pollak prizes).

Susan Elbe, BA in English from UW-Madison, retired
communications director from WHEDA. She has
numerous awards including the 2012 Backwaters
Press Book Prize, the 2011 Concrete Wolf Chapbook
Prize, and the 7th Annual Oneiros Press Broadside
Competition. Susan will share her expertise on
publication via contests and self-promotion.

Debbie Ketchum-Jercik, board president and co-
founder of The Mill Paper and Book Arts Center in
Rhinelander will give a short presentation and demo on
the art of papermaking, and their work with poets to
infuse elements of their written words/concepts into
their printed pieces from the actual making of the
paper through print and binding; she will also be
available for additional questions during the Living
Library.

Jeri McCormick, founder of the publishing collective
Fireweed Press and long-time teacher of creative
writing. She is the author of two collections by Salmon
Poetry. Her chapbook, The Sun Rides in Your
Ribcage, was Fireweed’s first publication. Jeri will

From Brain to Book: the Art of Poetry Publishing

share her rationale for starting a collective and her
expertise in this member-based model for publication.

Ralph Murre is the Editor/Publisher at Little Eagle
Press, dedicated to publishing books of poetry and
short prose in combination with visual imagery.

Wendy Vardaman has a Ph.D. in English from

University of Pennsylvania and a B.S. in Engineering
from Cornell University. She is co-editor of Verse
Wisconsin and co-founder/editor of Cowfeather Press,
and is the author of Obstructed View (Fireweed Press,
2009).  Wendy is a master at organizing poems into
book form, that invisible line of theme that needs to
weave from page to page, section to section.

continues below
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Thank You!
Dear WFOP Board Members,

I want to thank you for deciding to honor older members. I
know we all appreciate it. Since I was the only one there to
accept my Life Membership, I will say that all four of us gave
our time happily as we saw WFOP grow.

I also want to thank Wendy Vardaman and Sarah Busse,
editors of Verse Wisconsin for taking over the Olbrich
Garden readings and giving me credit for starting them 20
years ago. These were a big part of my life and well worth it.

Many more years of poetry, WFOP, and Verse Wisconsin
to all,

Fran Rall

8/21/13
Dear Gillian,

Thank you so much for granting Esther Tank’s request for
Life Membership so quickly.

It was so good to hear that little lilt in her voice again. She
was so pleased to get an official certificate from Michael
Kriesel in the mail yesterday. She called me right away.

A bright spot in one’s life can do so much. I really
appreciate your putting a bright spot in Esther’s life.

All best,
Jo Alderson
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A friend to all is a friend to none. —Aristotle

Summer Issue, 2013
Main Street Rag (www.mainstreetrag.com)
Zingara Poet (http://zingarapoet.net)
Lit Noir (http://litnoir.wordpress.com)
The Aurorean (www.encirclepub.com)
Spring Issue, 2013
Corvus (http://corvusmagazine.com)
Lake City Lights (http://lakecitypoets.com)
Wordgathering (http://wordgathering.com)
Winter Issue, 2012
The Madison Review, (http://www.english.wisc.edu/madisonreview/
madisonReviewHome.htman)
The Wisconsin Review (www.uwosh.edu/wisconsinreview/)
Fjords (http://www.fjordsreview.com/index.html)
Poemeleon (www.poemeleon.org)
Phantom Kangaroo: an eerie place for poems (www.phantomkangaroo.com)
North American Review (www.northamericanreview.org).
Fall Issue, 2012
Dandelion Farm Review (www.dandelionfarmreview.wordpress.com)
Umbrella, A Journal of Poetry and Kindred Prose
(www.umbrellajournal.com) Sadly, after six years, Umbrella is no longer
publishing. For the foreseeable future, Umbrella will stay online and
archived, but will no longer be taking submissions.
Hospital Drive (hospitaldrive.med.virginia.edu)
In Other Words, Merida (www.inotherwordsmerida.com)
Midwest Prairie Review (http://continuingstudies.wisc.edu/lsa/writing/
mpr_submissions_12.pdf)

About Place Journal (www.aboutplacejournal.org)
Steam Ticket: A Third Coast Review (www.steamticket.org)
Summer Issue, 2012
Naugatuck River Review (http://naugatuckriverreview.com)
Plainsongs (http://www.hastings.edu)
Verse Wisconsin (www.versewisconsin.org)
Stoneboat (http://www.stoneboatwi.com)
Little Eagle’s Re/Verse (http://www.littleeaglereverse.bolgspot.com)
The Cream City Review (http://www.creamcityreview.org)
Devil’s Lake (http://www.english.wisc.edu/devilslake/index.html)
Spring Issue, 2012
Prime Number Magazine: A Journal of Distinctive Poetry and Prose
(www.primenumbermagazine.com)
The Pedestal Magazine (www.thepedestalmagazine.com)
Star*Line (http://www.sfpoetry.com/starline.html)
Fjords Review (www.fjordsreview.com)
Winter Issue, 2011
Your Daily Poem (www.YourDailyPoem.com)
Right Hand Pointing (www.righthandpointing.com)
Fall Issue, 2011
Alimentum (www.alimentumjournal.com)
The Blue Collar Review (http://partisanpress.org)
The New Verse News (www.newversenews.com)
Mobius: The Journal of Social Change (www.mobiusmagazine.com)
Architrave Press (www.architravepress.com)

Previous Markets Listed

Markets from page 6

Speaking of markets mention previously, John Campbell
sent an email mentioning that Plainsongs (http://
www.hastings.edu) accepted another one of his poem. John
expects it to appear in the October, 2013 issue. For more
information on Plainsongs, refer to the Summer, 2012 issue
of the Museletter.

Resources
WFOP Museletter (printed and online version).  The
“What’s Happening in Your Region” section provides
information on where your fellow poets are publishing.  It’s a
good place to start your exploration of places where your
work might also fit.

Duotrope’s Digest (http://www.duotrope.com) is a
searchable database of journals and anthologies that
includes links to publication websites, lists acceptance rates
and response times, and allows writers to track their own
submissions in an online database. Duotrope is no longer
free. Access is available through subscription, only. An
annual subscription is $50.00, or you can pay $5.00/month,
which costs $10.00 more than the annual subscription.

CRWROPPS-B - Creative Writers Opportunities List
(http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/crwropps-b/). An online
group that posts calls for submissions and contest

information for writers of poetry, fiction and creative
nonfiction. Join the group and you will receive email
announcements of submission openings.

Science Fiction Poetry Association (http://
www.sfpoetry.com/markets/html) maintains a listing of
venues specifically receptive toward Science Fiction poetry.
Poets and Writers Magazine is the nation’s largest nonprofit
literary organization serving poets, fiction writers, and
creative nonfiction writers. A subscription to the print
magazine may cost some money, but it’s well worth it. Poets
and Writers also has a website (http://www.pw.org) that
includes a large database and information on submission
deadlines, etc.

Facebook  I know, I know, many of us think that social
networking sites are for kids, but you would be amazed at
how many poets are on Facebook and how many of them let
their friends know when one of their poems appears in a
publication. I’ve had a few poems accepted by journals I
would not have known about if it had not been for a
“friend’s” post.

If you know of other resources that provide links to poetry
publications and places to submit, please let me know
(nevers@wisc.edu).
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Friendship...is not something you learn in school. But if you haven’t learned the meaning of friendship, you really haven’t learned anything.—Muhammad Ali

2014 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $3.00
2-3 books: $4.00
4-5 books: $5.00
6-10 books: $6.00
over 10: Call or email

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a
contributor, a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. There is no
limit to the number of calendars that members may purchase at the member rate of $9.00 each (retail price is $13.95). Past issues are available
for $5.00 each which includes postage. Please use the following form to place your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager,
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2014, PO Box 555, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202-0555 Phone: (920) 839-2191 Email: mfarmer1876@gmail.com
(Information is for in-house use only and not to be sold, traded or given away.)

I would like books @ $9.00 each (2014 issues) $

I would like books @ $5.00 each includes postage (2013 issues) $

I would like books @ $5.00 each includes postage $
(2012 & older, specify year)

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone   (           )

Winter 2013 Museletter Poetry
Pages Theme & Guidelines
Write a poem that begins with this line from W. D
Ehrhart:

You don’t want me to tell you about
but I’m going to tell you anyway

Fourteen lines or less

Email poem to leahyja@earthlink.net or snailmail to:
Janet Leahy
13480 W. Fountain Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151

Janet Leahy will be the guest editor for the Winter
Museletter since Jeanie Tomasko will be busy serving
as Editor for the 2015 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

2014 Calendar Available for Sale

The 2014 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar is available
for the ungodly price of $9 for members and
contributors.  The 2013 edition is available for $5 which
includes postage and older books left in stock...as
available, are $5 which includes postage. Use the on
site postage rates for more than one for postage of
multiple copies of two or more.  Reading groups,
nursing homes, clinics, halfway houses, shelters...if you
think they can use some older editions, let me know
and get me an address...or tell me what they are for
and they will have them gratis.  Need room in the
garage for a new broom! Be well, be safe, write on!

By MICHAEL FARMER

Janet Leahy to serve as Poetry
Pages Guest Editor
A Note from Janet:
Thanks to Jeanie for inviting me to be a guest editor. I’m part of a group of poets known as “The Poetry People,”
we meet for a Monday evening class at UWW facilitated by Margaret Rozga. I also work with “The Word
Weavers” in the Milwaukee area. I’ve taken advantage of the excellent poetry classes offered in Madison, in
Door County at The Clearing and at Bjorklunden, and at “School of the Arts” in Rhinelander. The prompt for your
poem is from a class given by Mariann Ritzer. I look forward to reading your poems.

A Note from Jeanie Tomasko:
And many thanks to Janet for being a guest editor while I work on the 2015 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar with my
husband, Steve. It would have been the perfect storm without her: a collision of Calendar, Museletter and
Student Poetry Contest. Now, it is just a minor storm. I’ve been reading Janet’s poetry for the years I’ve been
involved with WFOP and she has a quick wit, a good ear/eye and grand sense of humor. Enjoy the new prompt
and send her your best work!


