
Greetings, all.
Let me start this installment by announcing the new slate of WFOP officers

elected at the general meeting on November 14, 2009, at the Fall Conference in
Stevens Point. These individuals will take office at the beginning of the next
general meeting, on April 24, 2010, at the Spring Conference in Green Bay.

I’m honored to have been elected for a second term as President. B.J. Best will
be taking the position of Vice President; many thanks are due to Michael Belongie
for all the work and insights he has invested during the past three years. Richard
Swanson will be our new Secretary; many thanks to Bruce Dethlefsen, who has
done an admirable job in that position for two terms. Nancy Rafal has agreed to
another term as Treasurer. Please offer these people your thanks and support, as
well as to our Membership Chair, Gillian Nevers; our Webmaster, Jeannie
Bergmann; our Conference Manager, Michael Kriesel; our Calendar Manager,
Michael Farmer; your regional V.P.s; Muse Prize managers Brenda Hansen and
Jane Osypowski; Triad Contest managers Jackie Langetieg and Alice D’Alessio;
Student Contest manager Jeanie Tomasko; (brand-new) Chapbook Contest
manager Bruce Dethlefsen; 2010 calendar editors Sandra Lindow and Peg Lauber;
and to our recent Poet Laureate Board representative David Scheler.

One benefit of the position I hold is the pleasure of working with these
individuals. I’m continually impressed by how smoothly the WFOP operates in
these people’s hands, and how much is accomplished. Again, thank you.

Of course, another benefit is the opportunity to write a quarterly President’s
Message. This is a perquisite I take seriously, a chance to wrestle with ideas and
perhaps generate some responses from other members wrestling with similar
issues. My first WFOP meeting was at the Fall 2004 conference, and I distinctly
remember the pleasure of sitting down in a roomful of fellow poets, listening to
their work, discussing over lunch what we had heard in the Roll Call poems, and
being challenged by the special presenters. The Museletter as a whole is a means of
spreading that experience to the membership at large, and I appreciate the chance
to speak in each issue.

A few issues ago, I suggested somewhat flippantly that Ezra Pound initiated a
century of forgettable poems by promoting free verse over formal poetry. The
comment was meant to be a tongue-in-cheek challenge to “easy” free verse.
Obviously the century delivered some memorable free verse poets: I’m a fan of
Carl Sandburg, Philip Larkin, Robert Pinsky, Charles Bukowski, and Mary Oliver,
to name just a few. On the other hand, I’ve recently read that Pound, Yeats, Eliot,
and others disdained the rise of mass education and the resultant
“democratization” of poetry, which doesn’t make them figures I’d like to follow.
And as you’re probably aware, one of the best American poets of the century,
Robert Frost, equated free verse with playing tennis with the net down.

Part of my struggle with free verse involves the lack of a different sort of net–a
safety net. Masterful free-verse poets like the ones I’ve listed earlier write
gaspingly beautiful works. But reading them is like watching a tightrope walker
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Spring 2010

Welcome to the new members of
the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
that have joined since the Winter
Museletter issue:
Charlotte Clark Pardeeville
Thomas Cullen Madison
Lee Dinsmore Elcho
Patricia Dyjak Stevens Point
Steven Fortney Stoughton
Chris Holicek Fish Creek
Edgar Koch Two Rivers
Mike Orlock Sturgeon Bay
Nancy Petulla Merrill
Douglas Rabbach Watertown
Jeannie Roberts Chippewa Falls
Eileen Rosensteel Blue Mounds
Mary Rowin Middleton
Stephanie Sargent Franklin
Lauren Shimulunas Plover
Mildred Tinker Schuma Lac du Flambeau
Lisa Vihos Sheboygan
Marilyn Zelke Windau Sheboygan Falls

New member inquiries should be directed to
Gillian Nevers, the membership chair. Her
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

Cheerfulness, like spring, opens all the blossoms of the inward man.—Jean Paul Richter

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org
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Editor: Christine Falk

Performing Without a Net

President’s Message  continues on page 5



2

East Region

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Spring hangs her infant blossoms on the trees / Rock’d in the cradle of the western breeze.— William Cowper

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Carolyn Vargo, East Regional Co-VP
6147 West Stack Circle

Milwaukee, WI 53219-3054
vargocj@execpc.com

or
Janet Leahy, East Regional Co-VP

13480 W. Fountain Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151-3968

leahyja@earthlink.net
Stephen Anderson participated in a

poetry reading at the “Art, Not Apathy”
event at the Miramar Theater on
November 29, 2009. He also read in the
Woodland Pattern Poetry Marathon on
January 30, 2010. On April 27th, he will
be the featured poet at the Wauwatosa
Public Library at 7 p.m. in celebration of
National Poetry Month.

CJ Muchhala has poems included in
the inaugural issue of Verse Wisconsin
Online www.versewisconsin.org.

Charles P. Ries was recently
interviewed on blog radio by Jane Crown.
To listen to this interview go to
www.janecrown.com and scroll down to
archived shows. His short story, “Black
River” will appear in The Path, an
anthology published by Silver Boomer
Books. His poems, “Birch Street” and
“Los Huesos” will be published in
Volume Two of The Great American
Poetry Show which is an imprint of The
Muse Media. His poem, “Below The
Floor” will appear in the Best of Right
Hand Pointing. Four of his poems have
been selected to appear in the final issue
of Joe Farley’s Axe Factory. And his
poetry will appear in forthcoming issues
of: Mannequin Envy, Poiesis #3,
Alternative Reel, and Deuce Coupe.

Jo Balistreri had a poem in the fall
issue of Echoes and the winter issue of
Bellowing Ark.

Fred Kreutz has an exhibit of
photographs and poems entitled “Memos
to the Curious” on display January 2nd
through Feburary 26th at the Public
Library, 7635 North Avenue,
Milwaukee. The exhibit will leave the
library at the end of February and will
move to Espresso Love Coffee, 105 N.

Rochester Street, Mukwonago from
March 2nd through March 29th.

Barbara Bache-Wiig, Janet Leahy,
and Katy Phillips did a collaborative
reading of the poem, “Where I’m From”
at the Woodland Pattern Marathon in
Milwaukee on January 30th.

Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP
3931 S. County Road O

Maple, WI 54854
janchronister@yahoo.com

Peggy Trojan had her poem “August,
1945” accepted for the upcoming
Dust&Fire anthology published in March
by Bemidji State University.

Chuck Dahlen had poems published
in Play It Again and The Lyric.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Diana Randolph, Drummond, had a
poem accepted to the spring issue of The
Storyteller; had three drawings accepted
to Dust & Fire and had profiles published
in the winter newsletters of
Chequamegon Bay Arts Council and
Wisconsin’s Northwest Heritage
Passage. Diana will teach a pen and ink
workshop at the 47th Annual School of
the Arts at Rhinelander July 26th to 30th
(www.soawisconsin.org). For more
information about her classes, art and
poetry please visit
www.dianarandolph.com.

Naomi Cochran’s poem, “Rose”,
appears in Dust & Fire 2010.

Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP
1308 16th Ave. E.

Menomonie, WI 54751
lindowleaf@gmail.com

Mid winter has arrived with a snowfall
of  more than two hundred poems possible
calendar poems in Sandra Lindow’s
mailbox and more than seven hundred
poems e-mailed to Lindow and coeditor
Peg Lauber. They are hoping to have
the WFOP 2011 Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar ready to go to press by the end
of May.

In January, Lindow had a poem
published on the Flurry website.
February 4th at the Eau Claire Memorial

Public Library, she facilitated a mini
writing workshop based on Clarissa
Pinkola Estes’s El Duende process.  Her
poem, “Finding the God Particle” which
can be found at www.strangehorizons.com
\archives has been nominated for the
Science Fiction Poetry Society’s
Rhysling, the highest award for
speculative poetry.  Her poem, “Emily
Dickinson and Melvil Dewey Wed in
Heaven” has been accepted by the
Magazine of Speculative Poetry.

David Blackey will be serving as a
poetry editor for UWL’s Steam Ticket in
the Spring. His poem “Odessa” was juried
into the “Mark My Words” Exhibition at
the Pumphouse Regional Arts Center in
LaCrosse last November and was
displayed at the La Crosse Public Library
during December. His poem, “Grazing”,
received an Honorable mention at the
WFOP’s Fall Conference in the Theme
of Food.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Jane-Marie Bahr, Menomonie, has
published “While I Mourn” in the winter
issue of Verse Wisconsin.

Sarah Rose Thomas, Northeast Regional VP
970 School Place

Green Bay, WI 54303
psychopsychosarah@yahoo.com

Michael Kriesel’s Double
Abecedarius “Mineral Kingdom”
recently received an Honorable Mention
in North American Review’s Hearst
Contest, and will appear in the April
2010 issue. His sonnet “Zonnet” was
accepted by Alaska Quarterly. One of
this Threesome—style poems is in the
latest issue of Rattle. He has poems in the
current Verse Wisconsin, and in the
Popcorn Press Anthology Vampyr Verse.

On February 4th, Estella Lauter,
Ralph Murre, and Nancy Rafal were
part of a Door County Land Trust
presentation in connection with the
county’s Big Read Program. Poems of
local interest were interspersed with
selections from the works of Willa
Cather.

June Nirschl, Judy Roy, and Nancy
Rafal were featured readers for a group
of retired Marshfield physicians at
Bjorklunden in Baileys Harbor on

West-Central Region

Northeast Region

Northwest Region
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Spring, the name is color.— Libbie Fudim

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

February 2nd. Nancy Rafal was recently
elected to the Friends of Lorine
Niedecker Board of Directors. Nancy
and Estella Lauter are featured readers
at Appleton’s Harmony Cafe on March
15th. Nancy will be featured reader on
May 6th in the Original Voice Poetry
Series at the Coloma Hotel, Coloma,
WI.

Jerry Hauser had a poem recently
selected by  The Rockford Review as the
outstanding poem of the Winter-Spring
2010 issue. The poem, “Moth” is
described by the poetry editor, Rosangela
Taylor, as “...exceptionally vivid,
seductive and well-written.”

Mary Jo Stich had poems published
in the Anthologies Empty Shoes, for and
about the homeless, and Meow, about
cats. Also a selection of poems appear in
the De Pere, WI Jean Nicolet Chapter of
the Daughter’s of the American
Revolution Holiday Cookbook. In May,
Mary Jo was the State of Wisconsin’s
recipient of 1st prize for her entries in the
DAR’s “American Heritage Contest for
Photography and Literature.”

James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP
324 Kedzie Street #30
Madison, WI 53704
jrob52162@aol.com

Peg Sherry participated in the Poetry
Out Loud Spoken Word Contest held at
the Lakeview Public Library in Madison
in December. She won second place in
the Adult category. Yvonne Yahnke
took third place in the same contest.

Yvonne Yahnke had a poem
published in the December issue of
Madison Magazine. Many thanks again
to Fabu for featuring local and area
poets there on a regular basis.

R. Virgil Ellis celebrated the release
of his The Tenting Cantos with a reading
at Avol’s in Madison on December 12th.
This truly is a wordy tome in true
unmatchable Ellis style.

Ronnie Hess reports that the Regent
Neighborhood Poetry Club has gone to
quarterly meetings with various themes
for the poetry readings. Check the list of
meeting dates at http://sites.google.com/
site/regentneighborhoodpoetry.

James P. Roberts contributed a few
opinions regarding poetry books which
were included in the February issue of
Brava Magazine.

Susan Elbe had two poems in the
“Travel” issue of Ocho and guest-edited
the “Health” issue of qarrtsiluni with Kelly
Madigan Erlandson, a Nebraska poet and
essayist.

South-Central Region poets who read at
the 16th Annual Woodland Pattern Poetry
Marathon in Milwaukee on January 30th
included Ronnie Hess, Robin Chapman,
Catherine Jagoe, Susan Elbe, Alison
Townsend, Judith Zukerman, and
Richard Roe.

Bobbie Krinsky presented an art
exhibition “They Had The Audacity To
Hope: Portraits of UW Students For
Obama: An Essay in Photographs” which
was featured at the Dardanelles Restaurant
in Madison from November 6th to
November 30th. A reception was held
there on November 6th.

Daniel Kunene (The Rock At The
Corner Of My Heart) and Robin Chapman
(The Moving Walkway Is Ending) read
poetry at Avol’s in Madison on November
15th.

The Lake Effect Poets held an exhibition
of poetry, “Borderland: Where Worlds
Arise Out Of Touch” at the Wisconsin
Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired
in Madison, which began with a reception
on December 4th. Robin Chapman, Susan
Elbe, Catherine Jagoe, Alison Townsend
and poems from the late Judith Strasser
were featured along with the photography
of Thomas Ferrella.

More than twenty-five South-Central
Region WFOP poets gathered at Avol’s in
Madison on December 6th to read from
the 2010 Wisconsin Poet’s Calendar.
Among those reading who are not already
listed in this alphabetical exercise were:
Coral Bishop, Jeri McCormick, Jackie
Langetieg, Susan Godwin, Dave Scheler,
Kay Prosser and Kathy Miner who was
the host for the evening.

Kimberly Blanchette gave a reading of
poetry from her forthcoming collection
Looking Past Picasso and an exhibition of
her art at Books ’N Brew in Milton on
December 12th.

Your humble servant has taken over for
the redoubtable Richard Roe in putting
together and hosting the 2010 version of

the Winter Festival of Poets at Avol’s in
Madison. So far, my diverse schemes, so
curiously plaited, go well enough. The
poets who are participating this year are:
Russell Gardner, Shoshauna Shy,
Fran Rall, Kimberly Blanchette, Geoff
Collins, Richard Swanson, Miriam
Hall, F.J. Bergmann, Andrea Musher,
Alice D’Alessio, Phil Wissbeck, Katrin
Talbot, Stacia Star, Andrea Potos,
Richard Roe, Brenda Lempp, Judith
Zukerman, Wendy Vardaman,
Margaret Benbow, Dave Scheler,
Robin Chapman, Tim Walsh, Gay
Davidson-Zielske, John Lehman,
Angela Rydell, Gillian Nevers, R.
Virgil Ellis, Lenore Coberly, Linda
Newman Woito, Ronnie Hess, Bill
Rodriguez, Nydia Rojas, Fabu, Sandy
Stark, Martha Kaplan, Peg Sherry,
JeanieTomasko, Steve Tomasko,
Yvonne Yahnke, Marilyn Annucci,
Bobbie Krinsky, Eve Robillard, Daniel
Kunene, Nancy Jesse, Mark Kliewer,
and Bill Scanlon. My thanks to all who
have made this a most enjoyable
enterprise. The series began on January
24th and will run through March 14th on
Sunday afternoons.

WFOP poet Richard Roe read at the
Minhas Lazy Mutt Lounge, the Monroe
Arts Center, 1315 11th St., Monroe,
WI.,on Thursday, February 18th along
with the 2009 Felix Pollak prize winner,
Mark Kraushaar, and Madison poets
Mark Kliewer and Charles Cantrell.

And lastly, much like last year’s
“Something Wicked This Way Comes”,
an evening of poetry related to art was
held on February 5th at the Madison
Museum of Contemporary Art. This
year’s theme was “American Virtue,
American Vice” and brought out a
plethora of poets and subjects. Sarah
Busse, Lisa Cihlar, Robin Chapman,
Ron Czerwein, Alice D’Alessio, Susan
Elbe (translated by Robin Chapman),
R. Virgil Ellis, Russell Gardner,
Martha Kaplan, Jackie Langetieg,
Gregory Markee, Gillian Nevers,
Andrea Potos, Fran Rall, Dave
Scheler, Lynn Patrick Smith, Steve
Tomasko, Fabu and Wendy Vardaman
read, sometimes accompanied by a
pianist in the foyer below who sounded
like Thelonious Monk on a bad hair day.

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

South-Central Region
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Spring is nature’s way of saying, “Let’s party!”—Robin Williams

This was especially apparent during
Wisconsin poet laureate Marilyn
Taylor’s reading.

Remember...for bigger and better
columns, keep sending me your news.
Until next time...
submitted by
James P. Roberts, South-Central Regional VP

Joan  Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP
800 Ver Bunker Avenue
Port Edwards, WI 54469

joanjeff@wctc.net
Bruce Dethlefsen had one poem

featured on www.yourdailypoem.com on
February 6th and will have one featured
on April 1st. He played the role of Ralph
Waldo Emerson in the Marquette County
Robert Burns Tea for John Muir in
January.

Joan Johannes and Jeffrey Johannes
have accepted the edtiorship of the 2012
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

Jim Pollock read at the Coloma Hotel

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

South Regionon February 4th.
Our region has a new member: Nancy

Petulla from Merrill.
submitted by
Joan Wiese Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP

The Original Voice Open Mic which
started in Wautoma now meets at The
Coloma Hotel, 132 Main Street, Coloma,
WI at 7 p.m. on the first Thursday of the
month. The public is invited to attend
and participate. For more information
contact Julie Eger at (920) 787-7663 or
Sue Apps at (715) 228-2401. If you are
interested in being the featured reader at
a future Original Voice event, the
following dates are open: July 1st,
September 2nd,  October 7th and
November 4th. The following people
are scheduled to read: Lincoln Hartford
on March 4th, Jeanette Lindelof on
April 1st, Nancy Rafal on May 6th,
Karla Huston on June 3rd, Michael
Koehler on August 5th. On December
2nd there will be a seasonal party.

Each year, the WFOP sponsors one person to attend the School of the Arts at
Rhinelander (SOAR) one-week summer program. Applicants for this SOAR
Scholarship should apply by letter or email to the WFOP president, Lester Smith,
at P.O. Box 12, Elkhorn, WI 53121, or by email to les@lestersmith.com.

In your application, please submit your name and contact information, approxi-
mately 100 words of what you hope to achieve at the SOAR program and three
sample poems or a three-page sample of your work. Deadline for the scholarship
application is March 31st.

Recipients are free to take any courses at SOAR. The course catalog is available
online at http://www.dcs.wisc.edu/lsa/soa/

WFOP to Sponsor Scholarship to SOAR

March 10th, 7:00 p.m. – Reading w/ poet Mark Kraushaar, Lake Mills Arts Alliance series, Sweet Lips Art Shop, Lake Mills
March 13th – Judge, Poetry Out Loud competition, Madison
March 14th-15th – Midwest Poets Laureate gathering and reading, Spencer Museum, Lawrence, Kansas
March 20th – Reading participant, Verse Wisconsin launch, Madison
March 27th, 6:30 p.m. – Participant, Mezzo Cammin Timeline Project launch, National Museum of Women in the Arts,
Washington, DC
April 17th, 7:00-9:00 p.m. – Reading, followed by open mic (Robert Pinsky Favorite Poem Project format), Fox Cities
Bookfest, Harmony Cafe, Appleton
April 24th, 11:00 a.m. – Reading and presentation, WFOP Spring Conference, Green Bay
May 19th – Workshop facilitator, Chippewa Valley Writers Group, Menomonie
June 18th-19th  – Panelist and featured reader, Southeast Wisconsin Festival of Books, UW-Waukesha campus
September 12th-17th – Workshop facilitator: Bjorklunden Seminar Center of Lawrence University, Baileys Harbor
October 10th-15th – Workshop facilitator: Bjorklunden Seminar Center of Lawrence University, Baileys Harbor
October 23rd – Workshop facilitator: Allwriters Studio “Celebrity Saturday”, Waukesha

Poet Laureate—Marilyn Taylor’s 2010 Appearances

Frank Konieska, South Regional VP
3633 Honey Creek Road

Burlington, WI 53105
fkonieska@tds.net

The Wildlife Refuge is now on a 4-
times-a-year poetry schedule with the
first one of the year on January 4th,
2010. Next ones are scheduled for April
5th, July 5th, and finally, Oct 4th. It still
starts at 8:00 pm.

Gary Busha sent me a copy of his
latest 6-poem endeavor titled Page 5
#13 The Old Man. It is a ‘Father’s Day,
2009’ homage to his father, Eugene C.
Busha, who died in 1975. Page 5 is
published intermittently (The last copy,
Page 5 #12 was eleven years ago) by
R.Chris Halla, E&P, 1724 N. Whitney
Drive, Appleton, WI 54914. R. Chris
Halla states these publications aren’t on
a schedule but since 1990 has published
some of the best voices in the Midwest.
Contact them for the next copy or to see
if your work would fit their format. The
only restriction to being published is
they have to like your work.
submitted by
Frank Konieska, South Regional VP

Mid-Central Region

the Museletter editor if you
move or change your
email address.

Remember
to

notify
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Springtime is the land awakening. The March winds are the morning yawn.—Lewis Grizzard

Discounted 2010 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendars Available
There are a limited number of 2010 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendars available for the reduced price of $7.00. This price includes shipping and
handling. There are some older issues available at the reduced price of $5.00 which also includes shipping and handling. Contact Michael
Farmer for availability. Please use the following form to place your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, PO Box 555, Baileys
Harbor, WI  54202-0555 Phone: (920) 839-2191 Email: mfarmer1876@gmail.com  (Information is for in-house use only and not to be sold,
traded or given away.)

I would like books @ $7.00 each (2010 issues) $

I would like books @ $5.00 each (older issues) $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

perform: While the performance is amazing, it’s difficult to
really understand how it’s done. There is no net.
Unfortunately, that means that less masterful free-verse
poems tend to fall flat. In my own writing, I occasionally
produce a free-verse poem that succeeds (“Would You
Dance?” for example), but I have no good idea why.

Some years ago, I had the great good fortune of visiting
Barcelona and discovering a Pablo Picasso museum in a
three-story palazzo where the artist had once lived. I’d never
been a fan of cubism, but because my wife is an artist, I
figured I’d better visit the place. On the first floor was
displayed Picasso’s early work, before he developed cubism.
These drawings and paintings were virtually photorealistic,
revealing an amazing talent for portraying depth and open
space. As I ascended the other floors, watching his work
become increasingly more experimental, that depth and open
space remained. In the end, I’d been converted: I now enjoy
cubism.

Similarly, while recently reading Frost’s “For once, then
Something,” an unrhymed, blank verse poem, I seemed to
catch a glimpse of something about masterful line breaks,
beyond just the dictates of pentameter. Frost often worked
for days on a single word or phrase to achieve his ends.
More recently, at Poems.com, in A. E. Stallings’ “Jigsaw
Puzzle,” a thoroughly rhymed poem, I caught an even
clearer vision in that single “Try” hanging at the end of line
five, and in the curtailed line 16. (Please do yourself the
favor of a Google search for this poem!) My hope is that by
continuing to walk a poetic tightrope with a Formalist safety
net, I can become more comfortable at performing without
that net.

I’d appreciate hearing your own thoughts on the matter.
My contact information is on the masthead of your
Museletter, and on the WFOP.org home page.

Les

President’s Message  from  page 1

Poetry Jumps Off the Shelf
Announces

Woodrow Hall Editions is accepting proposals from
Wisconsin poets for a project that presents poetry to the
public in an unexpected or unconventional manner. An
award of $500.00 will be given to help him or her implement
the project. In addition, an award of $250.00 will be given
to a runner-up for the same purpose. A panel of judges will
make the selections. See www.PoetryJumpsOfftheShelf.com
for examples of the kinds of ideas the panel will be looking
for. The winners must initiate their projects in summer or
fall 2010. No entry fee. Multiple entries from same poet
welcome. Download application form:
http://www.poetryjumpsofftheshelf.com/WoodrowHallAward.pdf
and send with a SASE to:

Woodrow Hall Editions
PO Box 260026
Madison, WI  53726

Entry Deadline: June 1, 2010
Winners will be announced in July.
Questions? shoshaunashy@yahoo.com
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The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring day is another. The difference between them is sometimes as great as a month.—Henry Van Dyke

Verse Wisconsin
Launches Inaugural
Issue

Verse Wisconsin 101 is now
available online & in print! Visit the
website, www.versewisconsin.org, to
read, see and hear the online issue,
which has compatible but different
content than the print issue, including
a section of themed poems, “Doors &
Windows,” and all of our book
reviews. Join us for a launch reading
and celebration on March 20th, 7
pm, at Avol’s Bookstore in Madison.
We hope you enjoy the first issue and
look forward to seeing you and
hearing from you soon.

Issue 102 (Spring) will include
WFOP’s 2009 Triad Winners,
interviews of American Players
Theatre actor, David Daniel, as well as
the poet Matthea Harvey, advice about
titling poems, social networking for
poets and more! Summer’s online
theme will be announced on the
website March 1st. You can receive
announcements and news from Verse
Wisconsin on Facebook or by signing
up for our email list,
editors@versewisconsin.org. Thanks
so much for your support of Verse
Wisconsin, the new face of Linda
Aschbrenner’s Free Verse!

Support the Kay Saunders Memorial New Poet
Award

Kay Saunders loved to encourage budding poets of all ages and you may wish to
do the same through her memorial fund established by her late husband, George
Saunders. The fund is called “The Fearsome Foursome” in honor of Kay’s poetry
group with June Zwickey, Helen Fahrbach, and Ellen Kort, all very active
members in WFOP.

Only $2,000 is needed of the $10,000 amount required for the fund to be self-
sustaining. At the $10,000 amount the fund becomes a permanently endowed fund,
generating at least 5% ($500) annually to support the New Poet Award which is
given each fall.

Contributions to the New Poet Award can be made to the Community
Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, P.O. Box 563, Appleton WI 54912-0563,
or their online page for gifts (please refer “Fearsome Foursome Fund” on bottom
of check or the online designation box).

Thank you for a contribution of any size to nurture these new poets.

Call for Contributions
Novel Challenge to Artists And Poets!

The Arts Immersion Collective invites you to provide one or two wall-hung
works of art that bear on human behavior. A show will exhibit on the third floor of
the University of Wisconsin Extension Center (Pyle Center), August, 2010.

This connects with an international group of researchers and scholars. The
International Society of Human Ethology (ISHE) meets every two years on
alternate sides of the Atlantic. They chose Madison for their meeting this year
(August 1-5). Ethology studies animal behavior and Human Ethology examines
the human animal.

This represents an opportunity for artists to show their unique studies of
humanity. ISHE will provide a $200 & a $100 prize for the works most highly
rated by conferees.

Registered conferees will rate works according to how interestingly and
attractively they examine human behavior.

ISHE will meet in a conference room in the southeast corner of the third floor
over the first five days of August with the show hung in the nearby corridors that
radiate from it. Conferees will rate the numbered works during the first two full
days of the conference with results tallied after 12 p.m. on August 3rd.

Not only visual artists, but poets and writers of short prose should feel welcome
while recognizing the challenge of making the work attractive when hung on the
wall; feel free to engage a visual artist to help, or someone knowing Photoshop
etc. Inquire if you wish discussion. Collaborations welcome!

Works no smaller than 8x10 inches and no larger than a perimeter of 120 inches
will hang with nylon fishing line from sheet-metal supports that hold up acoustic
tiles. Best to omit glass. The space will accommodate dozens of works, and Arts
Immersion will select applications with an eye for balance as ascertained from
application forms and JPGs.

Send an email to Russell Gardner at rgj999@yahoo.com or to his address at 214
Du Rose Terrace, Madison, WI 53705 to get a copy of the entry form. April 20,
2010 is the due date of  the filled out form along with suitably sized JPG(s) of
your work (adequate to represent the work without an overly large file size) with
artist(s) identity and contact information, a description of media used and size. In
sending, the artist assumes responsibility for bringing and picking up the works.
Works will not be insured nor secured beyond the usual security measures
employed by the Pyle Center.

Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street W
Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375
thefalks@frontiernet.net
OR
falk.chris@gmail.com

How to
reach the
Museletter
Editor
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Let us love winter, for it is the spring of genius. —Pietro Aretino

The Body Electric

Poems by Our Membership / / / / / Marilyn Taylor, Editor

The Midriff Speaks to Shingles

Meanspirited housebreaker!
I can’t believe you sat at T12
in her spine for all those years
after she had chickenpox,
just waiting for a chance to invade
some part of her body. And I
don’t see why you sent
those long tentacles into me
with your nasty blisters and lingering rash.
Not to mention the exquisite
varieties of pain that cause
her to clutch her side and press on me
until my cells gasp for air.
How could so much bad
energy come from such a small
place? Nerve center, hmmff.
Miserable octopus.
Go back to your cavern
and don’t come out again.

—Estella Lauter, Fish Creek

Cartilage Accommodations
with appreciation to the Original Hobo Nickel Society
www.hobonickels.org

Wrapped up and carried
on a hobo-stick
it migrates
through the body’s boxcars
hopping an elbow here
an ankle there
growing a nose tip
drooping an earlobe
the stuff sticks to the ribcage
like a rum-dum decked-rattler
holding on for the ride
says HEY BO
to patella
then slides through the slats
between femur and tibia
jumps off the line
on the blind of a curve
leaving the kneecap
without even a bindle
to cushion the deck
just another road bum
in the floating fraternity

—Susan Huebner, Mukwonago

The Bunion

Bunion, bunion, on the right
Wanton podiatric blight
Caused by my desire to choose
trendy, cheap, ill-fitting shoes.

Started out so round and small
Hardly noticed you at all
Doctors warned what was in store
Admonitions I ignored.

When to Payless I repaired
Saw the styles and colors there
In a pleatherlust-filled state
Squeezed my nines into an eight.

Flimsy espadrilles in pink
Beckoned with come hither winks
Too-high heels with lethal points
Cared little for my big toe joint.

Now you’re such an ugly lump
I see your shape right through my pump
So in spite of mocking stares
I’ve switched to shoes like Grandma wears.

But still you grow from dusk to dawn
Scaring babies, wilting lawns
At least your now ungainly size
Takes attention off my thighs.

—Laurie Risch, Madison

Joint Rebuke

Okay, okay, I’m history now
and I hope you’re happy.
I don’t have to listen to your complaints
or put up with any more abuse –
like the time you hurtled us downhill
– black diamond, fresh powder,
two tracks like a roller coaster. What
were you thinking? The ski patrol
had to strap me in a cast
and drag us off the hill.

Hey, there were good times too –
remember running the bases,
climbing the sycamores
and the trail to Piney Point? I did
the best I could. Who would’ve thought
you’d junk me like a bent ski pole?
So here I am – bits of incinerated bone
replaced by a titanium fake.
Let me warn you old friend –
it’ll be all bells and whistles
at the airport. And it serves you right.

—Alice D’Alessio, Middleton

So many beautiful body parts, so little space! Deep thanks to all who sent poems to the Spring “Poems by Our Membership”
pages. Sorry I couldn’t include as many worthy submissions as I wanted to—but keep in mind that if your poem is not in this
issue, you are encouraged to submit again.
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When Toenails are Tempted to Act Out,

they agitate for self expression.
No more boring beige, they want color:
polish that reveals their innermost desires,
names like An Affair in Red Square,
Belize it or Not, Bahama Mama
and Jamaica Farewell.
In winter they testify for tropics,
in summer demand to let it all hang out.
Don’t toy with us, they say
in metallic fire engine red. We know
all your secret places: rosy red, sumptuous
and sexual. Appease us, keep us
pedicured and pretty. You’ll get nowhere
without us. We hold the power
to get you what you want.

—Sandra Lindow, Eau Claire

Bird Call

A stuttering is all I hear
through the thick paned window,
a sound so faint it gives me pause.

It’s the way sound must feel
when the ear drum thickens
losing the delicate pitch in the hum.

My ninety-four year old friend,
who years ago held a screech owl
on the tip of one finger

while she snapped its photo,
could whistle precisely
the notes of each bird high up

in her orchard; an entertaining
call and response.
Early last June we had lunch

in her garden where we watched
a tiny Pine Siskin
tip itself on end to reach a seed

in a long green catkin, the delightful
elusive high pitched whistler
that only I could hear.

—Mary Wehner, Fond du Lac

Reflection on My Skull

Though I never knew Yorick, it remains the skull
and its mysterious contents that will preside
when limbs no longer respond to lift and pull,
and flesh like crushed ribbons comes untied.

This bony structure, from which once cascaded
untold strands of curly hair golden as the sun,
lies now nearly bared, slight threads a silver shade.
Within the networked chambers named, every one,

the secrets and passions of my life live still,
giving lie to the apparent self. Irregularities abound
in this fine bone, incurred without my choice or will,
yet I have found it suitable on this side of the ground.

While winds sweep round and over but not yet through,
this skull holds visions of the past and the future too.

—June Nirschl, Baileys Harbor

Knees

Praise my knees
those funny knobby joints
which ache and rattle
bone on bone   threaten
to give way

once crawled and climbed
jumped rope and hung from trees
genuflected   knelt in prayer   bone
on bare wood bench

Celebrate my knees
which hiked and biked
for years of miles   swam
skied cross-country style
without complaint

Invigorate my knees
with shots of cortisone
new life for old joints
rubbing bone on bone

—Mary L. Downs, Appleton

Stretching

The trail is long,
and my legs are short.
I am stretched.

The trail lengthens.
I stretch more.

The trail shortens.
My legs are long.

—P.C. Moorehead, North Lake

Feet

street feet—
     concrete beat
fleet feet—
     beat a retreat
drill feet—
     hup-hup repeat
tap feet—
     sport a cleat
pointe feet—
     dance elite
feet treat—
     take a seat

—Carol Deprez, Hartland
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Teeth

Diastema, gap-toothedness,
connects me not only
to my father, but Lauren Hutton,
the Wife of Bath and legendary
sexual prowess that I’m still
searching for. These two front teeth
survived years of dentistry’s
wire torture – then pulled back
apart after the braces were removed.

Strong teeth exercising free will.
Now chipped and yellowed
grinding restively in my sleep
they will defy death
and stay in the jawbone
long after the heart
has shriveled
and my face
has dripped away.

—Nancy Jesse, Madison

Ode to My Nose

My father had a rabbinical nose. Long and narrow
with a rise at the bridge, it was authoritative, classical.
Mother’s was short and wide, a lazy sort of nose,
looking as if it had landed on her face
quite by accident, then decided to stay on,
seduced by the plump folds of her cheeks.
Given the intricacies, the mixing of chromosomes,
I might have inherited almost any combination
of nasal features, but luck blessed me. My nose
is slim but not sharp, neither long nor humped.
Never having been a beauty, and now well past
any charms which youth might provide, I salute
my most faithful feature, rising stalwart, unlined,
from a sea of wrinkles. My sole claim to elegance,
my small source of enormous satisfaction,
my nose! Ave nazus!

—Judy Roy, Baileys Harbor

Violinist Fingers

Fingers on a string
vibrating, meandering from note
to note, leaping up the ebony board
in long, electric scales
or tamping gentle whole notes
like padded Steinway hammers
whispering an adagio’s
softest subito pianissimo.
Fingers curved round,
an eagle’s beak, tense and exacting,
ready to strike out a Beethoven
forte! or, more politely, dance a
minuet as quick harpsichord quills
plucking a note or two in some
playful Scarlatti sonata,
the marathon movement of a Mahler symphony.
Sometimes their calloused tips
ache with pain from skin
that blisters and bleeds,
exposing the life within
this mechanical flash
of flesh.

—Marie Loeffler, Waukesha

Will I Whistle?

Will I whistle when I walk
give off a hum as breezes
cross the hollow drum where
parts will be departed?

Can I shun the ordinary
everyday handbag I carry
and stash my cash where
now my organs play?

I only ask to delay choosing
the day you get to
run with scissors through
my personal playground

Finally, how long will I
have to pretend I accept
that the end result of this
is something God intended?

—Karyn J. Powers, Wausau

Winter Lips

Wisconsin air so dry
flannel clings to skin,
finger tips snap on touch,

and if I lick my lips
they turn red, raw,
next day chapped, cracked,

stinging when I talk,
like a razor slicing if I eat,
and when granddaughter says

let’s go sliding down Killer Hill
I can’t keep from cracking a smile,
but I hold back the wince.

—Ken Tennessen, Wautoma

Ears

Sounds make percussionists of us all, little
Bones, against tiny drums are set to rattle
In a tunnel that reverberates with each chord
And can silence the tiny nasty horde
Within our heart that is buoyed by art.

—Tom Cullen, Madison
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The joy that is felt at the sight of new-fallen snow is inversely proportional to the age of the beholder.—Paul Sweeney

All of you, of course,

and always, but
tonight, in the dark,
your breast’s the source
as you pull a winter sweater
of lamb’s wool
up, over flowered rayon

—Ralph Murre, Baileys Harbor

Submit via email, either pasted into the message or attached
as a Word document, to:  mlt@uwm.edu.

Or send via snail-mail to:  Marilyn Taylor, 2825 E. Newport
Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53211.

Membership status must be current to be considered for
publication on these pages.

Theme for Summer issue:
Six Words in Search of New Poems!

See page 11 for more specific submission
information.

Deadline: Friday, May 7, 2010

Callipygia

I started lying across two chairs (shoulders on one, feet on the other) as a buttock
exercise I found in the Ladies Home Journal – or maybe the Paris Review. I think the
caption read Create shapely gluteal definition and turn heads! and I figured if it
worked, I’d be exercising other people’s neck muscles too, so it would be like a
public service, sort of. At first I couldn’t do it very long, but I practiced a lot (I’d
prop a book on my chest, so it was less boring than you might think) and I got
stronger as I kept adding on more books, some of which were really heavy.
People complained that I was hogging more than my fair share of chairs, until I
got so rigid that, with a chair under each end of me, several people could use me
as a bench. They were impressed at my fortitude and tenacity and they asked me
if I had a mantra; “My ass,” I said.

—Jeannie Bergmann, Poynette

My Ears Tell Me to Listen Up

don’t stick beans in us
clean out the wax
temper loud music
stay away from jack-hammers
explosions boxing
we know air travel
makes us give you pain
we’re not always perfect

if you start losing your hearing
pray for cheaper hearing aids
you always thought
we were too big
just wait
if you live long enough
we will only grow larger
along with your nose.

—Anita Beckstrom, Sister Bay

Honor the Eye

Look her eyes

are crying,
for they’re holding
the colors
of a sunset

are laughing
for they’re watching
the caper
of dolphins

are aching,
for they’ve opened
the window
to his soul

Honor the eye,
finder of light
seer of truth
giver of sight

—Jeannie E. Roberts, Chippewa Falls

Haiku

morning sunlight glows
to backlight the
profile of
our yoga teacher

—Russell Gardner, Madison
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Criticism, like rain, should be gentle enough to nourish a man’s growth without destroying his roots.—Frank A. Clark

General Account:  submitted by Nancy Rafal, treasurer
Balance October 1, 2009 $50,594.96

Income: Dues $2,400.00
5 for 4 CD interest 55.75
’09 fall conference registrations 8,822.00
PayPal conf. regs. & memberships 916.69
Miscellaneous 29.98
Total Income: $12,224.42

Expenses:Museletter+other printing/mailing ($1,353.05)
N. Rafal—postage/supplies (28.00)
G. Nevers—info brochures (185.05)
J. Chronister—VP expenses (55.18)
Check printing (9.75)
Dept of Financial Institutions (10.00)
J. Tomasko—Student contest (279.61)
M. Kriesel—’09 Conference supplies (84.40)
Data Design—Student contest (351.20)
C. Cofell—’09 Fall Conf. materials (186.52)
7 Speakers @ $75 ’09 Fall Conf. (535.00)
Ramada-Stevens Point-Food service (4,800.78)
’09 Fall Conf. refunds (372.00)
’09 Fall Conf.-Duhamel-speaker/books, etc.(2,380.11)
’09 Fall Conf.-M. Taylor-speaker/books (505.70)
Literary Fund-transfer CD interest (741.78)
Total Expenses: ($11,878.13)

Total $50,941.25
Closing Statements Balance on December 31, 2009 $52,054.98

Outstanding checks ($1,113.73)
General Account Balance on December 31, 2009 $50,941.25*

*$25,000 of this is invested in three interest bearing CDs. One $5,000 CD (22 months)
for the General Account to help bridge the gap created by “5 for 4” and two $10,000
CDs (13 months) the interest from which goes to the Literary Fund for our contest prizes.

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Jackie Langetieg, Literary Fund Co-Chair
Balance October 1, 2009 $893.11

Income: CD Interest $741.78
$741.78

Expenses:Triad New Poet Prizes ($100.00)
Triad Theme Prizes ($100.00)
Triad Poets Choice Prizes ($100.00)
Postage & supplies ($87.17)
Total Expenses: ($387.17)

Total $1,247.72
Closing Statement Balance on December 31, 2009 $1,347.72

Outstanding checks ($100.00)

Literary Fund Balance on December 31, 2009 $1,247.72

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance October 1, 2009 $1,812.70

Income: Calendar Sales $3,496.38
Total Income: $3,496.38

Expenses:Postage ($241.99)
NSF bank charge (18.00)
VP reimbursement (26.28)
Total Expenses: ($286.27)

Calendar Account Balance on December 31, 2009 $5,022.81

To coincide with our federal tax filing our fiscal year is April 1 to March 31.

General Fund $50,941.25
Literary Fund $1,247.72
Calendar Fund $5,022.81
Total $57,211.78

October 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009
Fiscal Third Quarter Financial Report “Poems By Our Membership” Pages

Theme & Guidelines Summer ’10
The theme for the Summer Poetry Pages is based on a

workshop exercise from poet Richard Jackson, later
used as the basis for a contest sponsored by Kennesaw
(GA) State University, and now revised for WFOP. The
rules are simple: Write a poem of 16 lines or fewer that
includes all six of the following words in any order:

1. Ophelia
2. horoscope
3. translucent
4. caterwaul
5. appetite
6. California

Plural forms, possessive forms, and verb-tense
variations are acceptable.

Rules for submission:
a. Rhyme and meter are optional.
b. No more than ONE POEM PER MEMBER, please.
c. Email submissions preferred, either in the body of

the email or as an MS Word attachment.  Send to:
mlt@uwm.edu.

d. Snail-mail submissions permissible.  Send to:
Marilyn Taylor, 2825 E. Newport Ave., Milwaukee,
WI  53211.  Snail-mailed poems will be recycled.

This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP
MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 2009-
10.  For more information, please send a stamped, self-addressed
envelope to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author

Days We Are Given Chapbook Alice D’Alessio
(608) 831-1930
adalessio@tds.net
$8.00

Given These Magics Poetry Sarah Busse
Publisher: Finishing Line Press
To order contact:
Finishing Line Press
PO Box 1626
Georgetown, KY 40324
www.finishinglinepress.com
Click on New Releases
$14.00 plus $1.00 postage

Son of God Lyric Poem Sylvester R. Regan
based on Matthew’s Publisher: The Jot and Tittle Co.
Gospel W3276 CTH V

Sheboygan Falls, WI 53085-2927
$10.00

Target Practice Chapbook Jan Chronister
Publisher: Parallel Press
Signed copies available from Jan:
janchronister@yahoo.com
$10 plus postage

Poetry Publications
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 I don’t believe in pessimism. If something doesn’t come up the way you want, forge ahead. If you think it’s going to rain, it will.—Clint Eastwood

WFOP Spring Conference
April 23rd & 24th, 2010

Holiday Inn
200 Main Street, Green Bay, WI

REGISTRATION
All registrations and inquiries should be directed to:
WFOP Conference Coordinator
Michael Kriesel
H16550 State Hwy 52
Aniwa, WI 54408-9618
(715) 446-3645
mkriesel@wausau.k12.wi.us

Registration deadline: Postmarked by April 9th, 2010
$45 Members and family
$70 Non-members (includes membership)

(After deadline & walk-ins $50)

LODGING INFORMATION
Holiday Inn
200 Main Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
(920) 437-5900
www.holidayinn.com/greenbay-city

WFOP group rate – $79 per night
(WFOP handles room bookings to get this rate)
Make check payable to WFOP and mail to Mike Kriesel.
After April 9th you may have to make your own reservation
with the hotel. The rate could be higher.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS
From I-43 North:
Take the Webster Avenue Exit #187. Turn left onto Webster
Avenue. Continue 1.3 miles to Main Street. Turn right onto
Main Street. Continue 6 blocks to the Holiday Inn City
Centre on the right.

Wisconsin Poet Laureate
Marilyn Taylor

will give a feature-length reading
and

Rod Clark, Editor
of the national literary journal

Rosebud
Will Present

Growing Big Voices in Small Places
The role of independent publishers and poets in nurturing and fertilizing a literary culture that is

personal, local, national, and global.

From Austin Straubel Airport to the Holiday Inn City
Centre:
Exit Austin Straubel Airport at the main exit. Turn right onto
Highway 172 East. Continue 3.6 miles on Highway 172
towards downtown Green Bay. Continue on Highway 172
until the first exit after the bridge, Webster Avenue/Highway
57/Riverside Drive (follow signs for Webster Avenue). Turn
left onto Webster Avenue. Continue 3.3 miles on Webster
Avenue. Turn left onto Main Street. Continue 0.5 miles to
the Holiday Inn City Centre on the right.

From 41 North:
Exit the Dousman Street Hwy 29 Exit. Turn left at the
bottom of the ramp onto Dousman Street. Follow Dousman
Street approximately 2½ miles (name will change to Main
Street). Follow Dousman Street over the bridge. Holiday Inn
is on the left hand side just over the bridge.

From 41 South:
Take the Shawano/Dousman Street exit. Turn left onto
Dousman Street. Follow Dousman Street for approximately
2½ miles (name will change to Main Street once you cross
the bridge). Once you cross over the Main Street
bridge...Holiday Inn is on the left hand side.

From Highway 29 East:
Follow Highway 29 east into downtown Green Bay (does
turn into Shawano Avenue). At the Ashland Avenue stop
light, take a left onto Ashland Avenue. Follow Ashland
Avenue to the next stop light (Dousman Street) & turn right
onto Dousman Street. Go 2 blocks, cross over the bridge &
the Holiday Inn City Centre is on the left.
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 A profusion of pink roses bending ragged in the rain speaks to me of all gentleness and its enduring.—William Carlos Williams

Name Phone

Address

Email

Do you need table space to sell books? Yes No
Is this your 1st conference? Yes No
Would you be willing to donate books for a door prize? Yes No

Registration  $45
(Includes lunch)

Fri night room $79 # of beds

Sat night room $79 # of beds
(Handicap accessible rooms and smoking rooms available on request)

Total $

Make checks payable to WFOP and mail to:
Michael Kriesel
H16550 State Hwy 52
Aniwa, WI 54408-9618

WFOP Spring Conference Registration—2010

SCHEDULE
Friday, April 23, 2010
4:00 p.m. Registration Opens
4:30-7:00 p.m. Book Fair
5:30 p.m. Board Meeting
7:00-9:00 p.m. Open Mic Reading  (Longer poems welcome!)

(Cash bar & hot appetizers!)

WFOP Spring Conference

Postmarked After April 9th $50

April 23rd & 24th, 2010
Holiday Inn

200 Main Street, Green Bay, WI

Saturday, April 24, 2010
7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast / Book Fair
8:00 a.m. Registration Opens
9:00 a.m. A poem by Marilyn Taylor (see bio on

page 16)
Welcome / Business Meeting

10:00 a.m. Break
10:15 a.m. Roll Call Poems (24 line limit)
11:00 a.m. Reading by Wisconsin Poet Laureate,

Marilyn Taylor

Saturday, April 24, 2010 (continued)
11:30 a.m. Reading: A few poems from

Love Over 60: an anthology of women’s
poems
edited by Robin Chapman & Jeri
McCormick

11:40 p.m. Book Fair
12:00 p.m. Lunch / Door Prizes
12:45 p.m. Muse Prize and WFOP Chapbook Prize

Awards
1:15 p.m. Break
1:30 p.m. Roll Call Poems (24 line limit)
2:30 p.m. Growing Big Voices in Small Places

A Presentation by Rod Clark (see bio on
page 16)

Questions / comments?
Contact Mike at 715-446-3645
or mkriesel@wausau.k12.wi.us
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MarketsMarketsMarketsMarketsMarkets
Small Presses
Your local library will have a directory called The International Directory of Little Magazines and Small Presses with about
4000 book and magazine publishers of literary and contemporary items. Often, these publications are quarterly or bimonthly,
everything from 10 pages stapled together to the most sophisticated perfect bound paper backs. This is a place to find a stable
of publishers for your work.

Clark Street Review, PO Box 80513, Berthoud, CO 80513. Ray Foreman, Editor. Small 10 to 12 pages of narrative poetry
bimonthly. Subscription is about $10 for 12 issues. Has a faithful following, but with good narrative verse you’ll find a place
in Foreman’s publications. Foreman is a follower of the Charles Bukowski school of charm, where almost anything goes as
long as it tells a story. He also publishes The Backstreet Quarterly, where the same narrative format applies.

Chiron Review, Michael Hathaway, Editor, 522 E. South Ave., St. John , Kansas 67576.
Website: http://www.chironreview.com. E-mail editor@chironreview.com and/or poetryman61@gmail.com. Poetry and short
essays and fiction, 48 pages in Winter of 2009 issue #89, featured punk poetry. Accepts e-mail submissions.

Ibbetson Street, a step up in quality, accepts poetry only and an occasional dueling essay like the one between Charles Ries
and Elleraine Lockie (issue 20) entitled “Are Women Underrepresented in the Small Press? Ibbetson Street Press, Doug and
Dianne Holder, 25 School Street, Somerville, MA 02143. Uses artwork on front and back cover ibbetsonstreet@go.com
(617) 628-2313 Full size 8 ½” x 11” booklet stapled, @ 50 pages

Iconoclast, 1675 Amazon Road, Mohegan Lake, NY 10547-1804. Phil Wagner, editor. Uses poetry, short stories, essays,
book reviews. Uses some ads. Issue 101 was 80 pages long, stapled binding 8 ½” x 11” size. Eight (8) issues at $18.  Needs
artwork, too.

Main Street Rag, P. O. Box 690100, Charlotte, NC 28227-7001 (704)573-2516 Very good, slick publication, but they’re
currently not reading poetry from January to June 30, 2010. Inquire again in July 2010.

Rosebud Magazine, published by Roderick Clark, N3310 Asje Rd., Cambridge, WI 53523, is one of the best small press
magazines on newsstands. Publishes three (3) times a year both poetry and short stories. A perfect bound, top of the line
publication, great reading. Pays $30 for a short story plus a copy. John Smelcer is the poetry editor. He accepts on-line
submissions at jesmelcer@aol.com. The William Stafford Award for Poetry is open for submissions, deadline June 15, 2010.
First place wins $1000 plus four runnerup awards of $100 each. Entry fee of $10. Send 3 to 5 poems, unpublished, each on
one page, name and address, send check made out to Rosebud/Stafford Prize or cash to R. Virgil Ellis, c/o Stafford Poetry
Award, P. O. Box 614, Cambridge, WI 53523 with SASE.

Shenandoah: the Washington and Lee University Review. Published 3 times a year, reading only between September 1st and
May 15th. No electronic submissions. Address Mattingly House, 2 Lee Avenue, Washington & Lee University, Lexington,
VA 24450-2116, Editor T. L. Smith, Managing Editor, Lynn Leech. E-mail: Shenandoah@wlu.edu. Web: http://
www.wlu.edu/x31904.xml

The Timber Creek Review, a quarterly published by John M. Freiermuth, PO Box 16542, Greensboro, NC 27416. Subscrip-
tion rate is $17/yr. Uses both poetry and short stories 3000 to 5000 words. Pays $20 per short story plus a copy. He publishes
brief biographies of his contributors, many MFA graduates, although some of the writing could use a workshop critique. Not
very prompt in replying to submissions and publishing in a timely manner.

Vermont Ink, Writer’s Digest 2001 Zine Publishing Competition Winner, a quarterly, that publishes short stories and poems,
G-rated stories within 2000-3000 words. Poetry is upbeat and/or humorous with 4 to 20 lines. Pays ¼ to ½ cent per word plus
one copy for short stories and up to $5 for poems. Send complete manuscript, cover letter with short bio and SASE to Donna
Leach, Editor, PO Box 3297, Burlington, VT 05408-3297 (She may also accept black ink drawings) Sample copy is $4.00.
Subscription $14.95/yr.

Verse Wisconsin is the new name for Free Verse, a bimonthly with a subscription cost of $25. Poetry and related subjects.

I am sure it is a great mistake always to know enough to go in when it rains. One may keep snug and dry by such knowledge, but one misses a world of loveliness.—Adeline Knapp

John L. Campbell  • 17800A Caribou Pass • Brookfield, WI 53045-2141 • jcampbell52@wi.rr.com

Markets  continues on page15
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Unknowingly, we plow the dust of stars, blown about us by the wind, and drink the universe in a glass of rain.—Ihab Hassan

Membership Renewal Form
KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT. Dues for the 2010 year were due January 1, 2010. If your mailing label
doesn’t have (10) (P) (L) or years beyond ’10 after your name, please pay your dues immediately  to keep your membership
current. Dues MUST be current to participate in the Triad contests and to be published in the Museletter poetry pages.
Mail to: Nancy Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0340.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

Email address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

***5 for 4 Deal***
$100 paid now will give Active
members 5 years of member-
ship for the price of 4 (2010-
2014)! Save $25.00!

Two new editors, Sarah Busse and Wendy Vardaman, 14 Pebble Beach Circle, Madison, WI 53717.Interested in book
reviews and poetry. Submissions open September 1, 2009. First new issue will be February 2010. Subcription cost $25. Prefer
submissions by e-mail fvqueries@gmail.com. No more than 3 to 5 pages, one poem per page.

OnLine Markets, aka Ezines, go to www.bestzines.com for a list of over 35
Aberrant Dreams (poetry@hd-image.com) is re-opening for poetry submissions. Have the word “Submissions” in subject
line. The editor is seeking well-crafted “speculative” poetry (sci-fi, fantasy and horror) Although open to free verse, the editor
favors strong rhyme and meter pattern. Payment of $1.00 a line, max $50. They purchase non-exclusive Print and Electronic
rights. Compose single-space in Courier New size 10 or 12 font, saved as .doc or rtf. Send up to 5 poems or less, no more than
50 lines per poem with cover letter about your credits in body of your e-mail. For further info go to  www.hd-image.com/
submissions.htm. Response time 1 to 5 months.

The Centrifugal Eye (www.centrifugaleye.com) Eve Anthony Hanninen, Editor, publishes poetry, reviews, essays, art and
interviews. One of the better Ezines, where the editor often edits with suggestions. A quarterly, reading for the May 2010
issue opens January 20, 2010. Eve often suggests a theme for submissions. Each issue features about 20 poets.

Annual Anthologies
Goose River Anthology, 2010: Deadline for the 8th annual edition is March 31, 2010. Accepts poetry and short stories. Pays
authors 10% of the value of books on sales they generate. Offers both perfect bound paperback ($14.95) with full color cover
as well as hard covers. Editor is Deborah Benner. Book are made available each year in time for Christmas gifts. Goose River
Press, 3400 Friendship Road, Waldoboro, ME 04572-6337. (207) 832-6665 gooseriverpress@roadrunner.com
www.gooseriverpresss.com.

Markets  from  page 14

In Memory

Marilyn Gardipee, Washburn, died unexpectedly at the age of 74 in her home on November 21, 2009. She was born in
Green Bay and is survived by a son and a daughter and two grandchildren. She graduated from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and raised her children in the Madison area until her retirement in 1997. She spent most of her career working in
social services for the state of Wisconsin. She led a very active life sailing, kayaking, camping, dog sledding/mushing, cross-
country skiing, having completed the American Birkebeiner in Cable in 1983. Recently she enjoyed traveling overseas,
cooking and was very devoted to her dogs, many of whom she rescued and gave a permanent home. Visitations took place in
Washburn on November 25, 2009 and in Green Bay on November 30, 2009. A Funeral Mass was held on December 1, 2009
at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Green Bay.

Marilyn Gardipee
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Check your label —
  If your label says ’08,
this is your last issue.
Send your dues today!
(see pg 15 for details)

Rod Clark grew up in Madison, Wisconsin where he was
active in the small press poetry movement in the late 60’s
and early 70’s, founding Albatross Press. He went to the UW
there, studying poetry under Gwendolyn Brooks and George
Barker. In 1975 he graduated with a Masters from the
Writer’s Workshop at San Francisco State University. Over
the years he produced 10 of his plays at Madison’s Broom
Street Theater. He also did lots of magazine, newspaper and
radio journalism, including stories for National Public
Radio. He has been the editor of a number of magazines,
including Prime Times, American Times, and Life Today,
and currently Rosebud Magazine—of which he is also
publisher. His awards include a Milwaukee Press Club
Award and a Schubert Playwriting Fellowship. Today
Rosebud Magazine, founded in 1993 by John Lehman, Rod
Clark, and Tom Pomplun, is sold in bookstores in all fifty
states, Canada and Great Britain, and has subscribers
scattered around the world.

Rod Clark

Spring Conference Presenters Bios
Marilyn Taylor

Marilyn L. Taylor is currently serving as Wisconsin Poet
Laureate for 2009 and 2010, and reports that she is loving
every minute of it. She is the author of six poetry collections,
the latest of which, Going Wrong, was published by Parallel
Press in 2009. Her poems have appeared in many
anthologies and journals, including The American Scholar,
Poetry, Smartish Pace, Measure, Mezzo Cammin, The
Formalist, and First Things. She has taken First Place in
recent contests sponsored by The Atlanta Review, Passager,
The Ledge, and GSU Review, and was awarded the
Dogwood Prize for a crown of sonnets titled “The Good-Girl
Chronicles.” Her collection titled Subject to Change (David
Robert Books) was nominated in 2005 for the nationally
recognized Poets’ Prize.

Marilyn taught poetry and poetics for fifteen years for the
Department of English and for the Honors College at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She has led workshops
for Milwaukee’s Woodland Pattern Book Center, Redbird
Studios, AllWriters Workplace & Workshop, Lakeland
College, Fond du Lac’s Windhover Center for the Arts,
Ripon College, Lawrence University’s Bjorklunden Seminar
Center, and elsewhere in Wisconsin and throughout the
country. She has been actively involved for many years at
the annual West Chester Poetry Conference on Form and
Narrative in West Chester, PA, where she has chaired

several panels and critical seminars on aspects of formalism.
In 2004 and 2005, Marilyn served as Poet Laureate of the

city of Milwaukee. Currently, she is one of three Contest
Co-Chairs for the Council for Wisconsin Writers, and
contributes a bi-monthly column to The Writer magazine on
the poet’s craft.


