
The Spring Conference was hosted by Northeast regional vice presidents Judy
Roy and June Nirschl – and if you weren’t there, you should have been. The
weather was good (as good as you’ll get in Wisconsin in April), the programs
superb, and the company as good as always. Thanks to Judy and June, and their
staff: Anita Beckstrom, Barbara Larsen, Carol Pemrich Hauser, Georgina
Muelemans, Sister Irene Zimmerman, Loraine Brink, Michael Farmer, Nancy Rafal,
Phil Hansotia, Ralph Murre, and Sue DeKelver. Door County provided a lovely
backdrop for our wanderings. The Landmark Resort was as hospitable as always.

The Board decided a number of issues worth mentioning. After much
consideration, we concluded that it was not financially worthwhile to offer the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar for sale on Amazon.com. That matter was dropped.
We did, however, decide to establish a PayPal account on a limited basis. PayPal
allows us to perform financial transactions online. We decided to establish the
account so we could sell the Poets’ Calendar  online, via our web site. If this
proves workable, we may expand the online payment options to include
membership dues and other items such as our T-shirts and mugs. These will not be
available initially; we want to see how this works on a limited basis. Once we know
the system works for Calendar sales, we can offer other services.

One of our members suggested we have our treasurer bonded. I obtained a
quote for this insurance, and the Board decided that it was too expensive to be
worthwhile.

We spent a lot of time discussing regional boundaries and conference rotation
ideas. We are in the early stages of revamping how our state’s regions are divided.
One example of the issues we are handling is the disparity in regional membership;
Our smallest region has nineteen members, while its neighbor to the north has over
a hundred. “Regional boundaries” are arbitrary, since a member may select any
region; but when it comes to organizing a conference, the manpower issues have
been difficult. This reorganization may even out the responsibilities.

We are also looking at overhauling the conference rotation schedule. It’s
worked pretty well for the past ten years or so, but with the regions as disparate as
they are, we need to retool the system a bit. One idea that was well-received was to
use a single facility in a central location – same place every year – for one of the
two conferences. We’d then rotate around the state for the other one. Nothing has
been decided yet, but stay tuned for more developments.

We are also looking at ways to liven up the conference programs. We’ve
followed the same format ever since I joined almost 20 years ago. Many of our
members have mentioned that they’d like a little more variety. Again, nothing has
been decided – but if you have an idea for a conference program change, either
send it to your regional vice president, or email it to me. We will be posting the
ideas on our website. I hope this sparks some lively discussion.

Ia Bolz has decided to step down May 31st as Central-Fox Valley regional vice
president. I’d like to thank her for her service. As of this writing, the position is
open. Please contact our executive vice president, Roberta Fabiani, if you’re
interested in taking on this position.

The Board also adopted an “event sponsorship policy” for those rare occasions
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President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets that have joined since the
Spring Museletter issue:
Dorothy Cary Madison
David Clowers Egg Harbor
Roger Dutcher Beloit
Barbara Hines Appleton
Karen Marchant Green Bay
Sarah Ninneman Madison
JoAnn Jones Opsahl Merrill
Sylvia Oberle Stanley
Kim Parsons Oconomowoc
Mike Patenaude Madison
Mary Plutchak Appleton
May Porco Madison
Judy Sepsey New Berlin
Lorelee Sienkowski Packwaukee
Jacki Thomas Madison
Kenneth Zahorski Green Bay

Returning Members:
Kristin Alberts Oconto
Marcia Marino Hales Corners
Jim Tout Eau Claire
New member inquiries should be directed to
Peter Piaskoski, the membership chair. His
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

The same fence that shuts others out shuts you in. —Bill Copeland

Editor: Christine Falk

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street West

Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375

thefalks@frontiernet.net

How to reach
the Editor

President’s Message continues on page 16
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East Region

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Integrity has no need of rule. —Albert Camus

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Cary Fellman, East Regional VP
303 E. Clay Street #301

Milwaukee, WI 53217
cfellman@netwurx.net

Marilyn Taylor read at the Wauwatosa
Women’s Club luncheon on January 5th.
She read at the Woodland Pattern
Marathon on January 28th, at the
Montello Public Library on February 6th
and participated as a panelist at the
Associated Writing Programs Annual
Conference in Austin, TX on March 8th-
11th. The panel was titled “Prosody for
the 21st Century.” Marilyn read at A
Room of One’s Own on April 2nd and at
Barnes & Noble West, Madison, on April
30th. She  was the Keynote Speaker at the
Suburban Prairie League Library Festival
in Geneva, IL on April 7th. Marilyn taught
a five-day workshop called “The Matter
of Meter” at the Bjorklunden Seminar
Center in Baileys Harbor on April 24th-
28th.

Katy Phillips’ poem, inspired by Cy
Twombly’s work “Untitled”, has been
awarded an honorable mention in the
Milwaukee Art Museum’s “The Art of
Poetry/The Poetry of Art” contest. The
museum will be holding a reading for the
prize-winning poems on Sunday, June
25th at 2:00 p.m.
submitted by
Cary Fellman, East Regional VP

Sandra Tully had a poem entitled
“Femmina” accepted and published in
the May 2006 issue of St. Anthony
Messenger. The theme of the poem
describes the feminine face of God.

Mona Golabek has accepted two of
Mara Ptacek’s poems for her national
radio program, The Romantic Hours.
“Your Hands” was aired the week of
April 2, 2006.

On April 17th, Members of Writers’
Ink and three members of the Sparks,
Carolyn Muchhala, Helen Padway and
Mara Ptacek, gave a poetry reading at
Schwartz’s Bookstore in Shorewood.

Sister Marie LeClerc Laux’s first

chapbook of poetry, Reflections, has
been published this past April and is on
the market. Her poem, “Enough” was
published in the National Catholic
Reporter in their Easter issue of this year.
Previously she has  had poems published
in the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar,
Emmanuel, Review for Religious, School
Sister, St. Anthony Messenger, and
Woman’s Song II and III.

Charles P. Ries’ poetry reviews,
interviews and essays have been
published and/or accepted for
publication in: Rose& Thorn, Word Riot,
Poesy, Ghoti Fish, Free Verse,
Mannequin Envy, Web Del Sol, Agulha,
Zygote In My Coffee, Poetry Repair Shop,
Small Press Review, And Werve, Mojo’s
Almanac, Bathtub Gin, Working Writer,
Underground Window, Wilderness
House Literary Review, Hiram Review,
Half Drunk Muse, Quill and Parchment
and Cynic Review. His poetry has been
published and/or accepted for
publication in: Fire Weed, Poetry Parade,
Taj Mahal Review, Drama Garden, Zen
Baby, X Magazine, Poesy, Free Verse,
Boston Poets.Com, Back Street
Quarterly, Underground Window, Blue
House, Over the Transom, Main Channel
Voices, Poultry Broadside, Interpoetry,
And Werve, Sein Und Werden, Fuck,
Dispatch, The Valentine Peace Project,
ART:MAG and Fullosia. He has read his
poetry on: two public radio stations:
KSER in Seattle, Washington and WTSC
in Potsdam, New Jersey. He recently did
public readings at Marquette University
and the Waukesha Public Library.

Cathryn  Cofell and Karla Huston
kicked off the Waukesha Public Library’s
“Spring City Poetry Festival” on Friday,
April 28th. This first annual poetry
extravaganza, which attracted well over
100 poets and poetry lovers, featured 18
poets from around the state, including
WFOP members: Denise Sweet, Mike
Kriesel, Charles Ries, Susan Elbe, Peter
Whalen, Angie Green-Martin, B.J. Best,
David Brostrom, Katy Phillips, Janet
Leahy, and the Prairie Fire Poetry Quartet
(Robin Chapman, John Lehman, Richard
Roe & Shoshauna Shy). This special
two-day event celebrated April as
National Poetry Month, and saluted the
keen and growing interest in Wisconsin-
generated poetry.

Beginning in February, Sister Irene

Zimmerman gave ten reading/
reflections centered on the scriptural
poems from her book, Incarnation. These
included a pre-presentation for the Bel
Canto Chorus concert, “Ave Maria”,
given at St. Joseph Center; a morning
retreat for parish volunteers at St. Mary’s,
Elm Grove; a presentation for the “Arts
and Spirituality” ecumenical Lenten
series sponsored by four churches in
Milwaukee; reading  to writing classes,
to residents of Milwaukee Catholic Home
and of Notre Dame Sisters Retirement
Home; an evening of reflection for
retreatants at St. Joseph Retreat in Baileys
Harbor; and others. She also had poems
published in Hummingbird and National
Catholic Reporter.

On Sunday, May 25th Marilyn Taylor
introduced the winners of the Milwaukee
Art Museum’s second annual ekphrastic
poetry contest: The Art of Poetry / the
Poetry of Art. The three winners and five
recipients of Honorable Mention read
their winning poems standing beside the
artworks to which the poems refer. On
Thursday, June 8th, Marilyn will be
chairing a panel on women formalist
poets, titled “Ain’t Misbehavin: Women
and Formalism” as part of the 11th annual
West Chester Poetry Conference in West
Chester, PA. On July 16th, she will take
part in the Olbrich Gardens poetry reading
in Madison, along with a number of other
WFOP members. Marilyn has poems in
the summer issues of the Evansville
Review, Poemelion, and Raintown
Review. Her new chapbook titled, The
Seven Very Liberal Arts, will be published
in June, 2006 by Aralia Press. Marilyn has
been named a Contributing Editor for The
Writer magazine, where her “Poet to Poet”
column will appear every other month.
Topics will be on various aspects of
poetic craft; suggestions from WFOP
members are welcome!

Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP
320 W. Tyler Avenue

Eau Claire, WI 54701
lindowleaf@yahoo.com

The lilacs are in bloom in Eau Claire as
I write this. Candace Hennekens will do
a poetry reading entitled “What Comes
First, the Poet or the Farmer?  Solving the

West-Central Region
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We don’t know who we are until we see what we can do. —Martha Grimes Writer’s Handbook

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

Northeast Region

Riddle in Verse” on May 18th at the Fall
Creek Public Library in celebration of Fall
Creek’s 150th anniversary.  Her poem
“My ’63 Plymouth Belvidere” will be
reprinted on the website of Volcano Press,
publisher of books on the life cycle of
abuse.  She won honorable mention in a
Free Verse contest for her  poem, “Always
a Buckaroo.”

Yvette Flaten of Eau Claire earned
second place in the Muse contest for her
poignant poem, “My Husband Buys a
Rain Gauge.”

Peg Lauber has a poem gracing the
2007 Poets’ Calendar brochure. Her
beautifully illustrated new book, New
Orleans Suite is now available from
Marsh River Editions.  See Free Verse
Issue #85 for some rave reviews.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Jane-Marie Bahr, Menomonie, won
honorable mention in the television/radio
program contest of Free Verse #84 for her
poem, “Washington Journal: 6 a.m.” A
copy of her poem, “April 9th: 12:07 a.m.”
was requested by Fire Chief Baus for the
city’s firefighters.

Judy Roy, Northeast Regional Co-VP
PO Box 211

Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
jroy@dcwis.com

or
June Nirschl, Northeast Regional Co-VP

9000 County Road Q
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202

prplfrk@itol.com

Northern Door WFOP members
planned and participated in the 6th annual
Poetry/Art show: “Calendar Art”, at the
Meadows Gallery in Sister Bay. They are:
Anita Beckstrom, Loraine Brink,
Donajean Durkin, Michael Farmer, Phil
Hansotia, Cynthia Johnson, Barbara
Larsen, Estella Lauter, June Nirschl,
Nancy Rafal, and Judy Roy.

Donajean Durkin won an honorable
mention for her poem, “A Page for our
Winter Memory Book” in a Free Verse
#83 contest.

Lyn Hirst states that since she had
two heart attacks, a stent and a pacemaker
in November, she thinks it’s pretty darn
good that she never missed putting her

monthly poem into the Door Co. Advocate.
Margaret Magle participated in the Art

Poetry Ramble in Appleton and Neenah at
all locations except for the Appleton Art
Center and also attended the spring
conference at the Landmark.

Poetry night at the Neville Public
Musuem is the third Thursday of the month
at 6:30 p.m., Barnes and Noble, second
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m., and
The Attic Bookstore the last Saturday of
the month at 2:00 p.m..

Elaine McIntosh reports the following:
“Since 2004, I have been giving a paper
each spring at the Annual Dakota
Conference on Northern Plains History,
Literature, Art, and Archaeology
sponsored by the Center for Western
Studies at Augustan College, Sioux Falls,
SD (my alma mater). These three papers
have focused on my childhood memories
of the drought and depression that
occurred during the period 1934-1936 in the
Northern Plains, where I grew up.  These
three talks have been entitled “Prairie
Songs: A Native Child’s Reflections I, II,
and III”, respectively.  Each has been (or
soon will be) published in a compilation of
the papers for 2004, 2005, and 2006,
respectively.  Each contains a poem written
by me, related to my topic. The title of the
poem in the recent paper (given April 21,
2006) was “Woman the Gatherer.”  In this
poem, I describe my going down to our
slough with an Indian woman (Winona)
whose husband was working for my father
(a farmer) that season. She is looking for
some special roots growing in symbiosis
with the rushes there, with which to make
a special salve to ease her husband’s pain
from sore muscles caused by farm work.”

Kathryn Gahl is the featured reader at
the Neville Public Museum, May 25th, 7:00
p.m. Open mic at 6:30 pm.

Sue DeKelver had three poems accepted
by Word Riot and one by Main Channel
Voices. She received several awards in
recent Free Verse contests: first place in
the “Winter Experience” contest, first place
in the “Table” contest and second place in
the “TV/Radio Program” contest and also
got an honorable mention in the Asinine
Poetry “hilarious haiku” contest.

Edward DiMaio had two poems in Breath
magazine (UK).

Barbara Larsen received a Special
Honorable Mention for her poem, “Bare
Tree Branches,” in a recent  ByLine Haiku

contest. Her book, All In Good Season,
was reviewed in Free Verse, Issue #84 by
Lou Roach and lines from her poem,
“Here’s to Words,” were quoted in an
article by Charyl Zehfus in Wisconsin
People & Ideas, Spring 2006, a
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts
and Letters publication.

Mark Falcone and Kathy Mallon will
be the featured presenters at the Neville
Public Museum on Thursday, September
28th at 7 p.m.

Attending Marilyn Taylor’s
workshop at Bjorklunden were June
Nirschl, Judy Roy, Nancy Rafal, Phil
Hansotia, Barbara Larsen, Donajean
Durkin, and Hanne Gault.

June Nirschl and Judy Roy co-chaired
the WFOP spring conference.  June read
for poetry month at the UU Fellowship
on April 30th and just received notice of
poetry acceptance for the 2007 Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar.

Judy Roy had a poem published in
Passport Journal.
submitted by
Judy Roy & June Nirschl,
Northeast Regional VPs

Nancy Rafal participated in a workshop
at the Chicago Center for Poetry on March
14th. The United States Poet Laureate,
Ted Kooser, was the facilitator for the 15
attendees. The following evening Mr.
Kooser gave a public reading. Nancy
was high bidder on a framed Baxter Black
broadside.

Joan Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP
800 Ver Bunker Avenue
Port Edwards, WI 54469

joanjeff@wctc.net

Poets from the Mid-Central Region
attending the spring WFOP Conference
were Linda Aschbrenner, Barbara
Cranford, Bruce Dethlefsen, Lincoln
Hartford, Michael Kriesel, Joan Wiese
Johannes, Jeffrey Johannes, and Kris
Rued-Clark.

Michael Kriesel gave readings at the
Spring City Poetry Festival, Waukesha,
on April 28th and 29th. He also read at
UW-Stout, Menomonie, on May 4th and
will read at the Montello Public Library
on June 5th. Michael received honorable
mention in the Muse Contest and second

Mid-Central Region



4

No one beneath you can offend you. No one your equal would. —Jan L. Wells

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 5

Northwest Region

place in the Haiku Contest in Free Verse
#84. He had two poems in the Spring
issue of Nimrod, and has had another
two accepted for the Fall issue. Other
poems are scheduled to appear in the
Spring issues of Slipstream, Nerve
Cowboy, Blind Man’s Rainbow, Bottle
Rockets, and Frogpond: The Journal of
the Haiku Society of America.

Joan Wiese Johannes won first place
in the Free Verse poetry contest
sponsored and judged by Shoshauna
Shy. Joan and Jeffrey Johannes served
as judges in the Free Verse Contests #84.

Linda Aschbrenner gave a reading at
the McMillan Coffeehouse, Wisconsin
Rapids, on March 20th.

Barbara Cranford conducted a poetry
workshop in Hancock in April.

Poets with work in Free Verse #85 are
Barbara Cranford, Laurie C. Pech Daley,
Michael Kriesel, and Joan Wiese
Johannes.

Jeannie Bergmann conducted a
poetry workshop in Port Edwards on
June 24th.

Marsh River Editions published the
chapbook New Orleans Suite by Peg
Lauber.

The Final Friday Open Mic is held at 7
p.m. the last Friday of the month, January
through October, at Thimbleberry Used
and Unusual Books, 166 S. Central
Avenue, Marshfield. All poets are invited
to attend and read.

Ia Bolz, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP
2521 Honey Lou Court #5

Appleton, WI 54915
bolzt@efn.org

Attention Central-Fox Valley Poets:
This is the last column I will be writing for
the Museletter, as I am stepping down as
regional VP. Until a successor is found,
you may continue sending in your poetry
“news,” announcements and/or
achievements to Chris Falk, editor, at:
thefalks@frontiernet.net. Get them in
before each deadline. Thanks. And
thanks for letting me represent you as
your regional vice president these 19
months!  I consider you all poet friends
to the maximum! Keep your poetry
flowing!

Central-Fox Valley Region

Merle Hazard has been accepted for
publication in the 2006 Fox Cry Review
with her poem entitled “Cleaning House.”

Ia Bolz organized the second annual
Art/Poetry Ramble in The Central-Fox
Valley Region. A big “thank-you!” for
making it a 100% success goes to the
following WFOP poets:  Jon Corelis,
Barbara Germiat, Barbara Hines, Krista
Klanderman, Margaret Magle, Georgina
Muelemans, Patty Miler, Constance
Morgenstern, and Ia Bolz.

Ia Bolz was one of many area poets,
storytellers & musicians participating in
the CD Release Party at The Appleton
Art Center on April 8th which featured
the LIVE performances from the CD
entitled Wisconsin’s Four Seasons. Ia
read her poems “Falling Leaves” & “Inner
Tubing On Stoney Hill” accompanied by
Jake Crowe, a Fox Cities saxophonist &
guitarist.  See the “Poetry Publications”
page of the summer 2006 Museletter.

Ia Bolz continues to host “Gourmet
Organic Poetry: Rhymes With A Java
Flow” every second Wednesday of the
month (7-9 p.m.) at Harmony Cafe in
Appleton. If you are looking for an
eclectic evening that fuses poetry with
music, this is where it’s at! FREE. All
poets are welcome! WFOP poet Jon
Corelis continues to be a consistent
poet at the poetry open mic! Ia will be the
guest poet for a second summer & lead a
poetry workshop for middle school
children at the Oshkosh Youth Camp’s
Writers Camp in August. Ia performs as
Elizabeth Barrett Browning in the two-act
play, Dear Love, based on the love letters
of poets Robert Browning & Elizabeth
Barrett Browning at the Atlas Mill Coffee
& Cafe, 425 W. Water Street, Appleton
on June 20th at 7-8:30 PM. The
performance is free & open to the public.

The following WFOP poets were
featured poets this past spring at Between
The Pages Coffee Shop’s Poetry Night in
Appleton: Sherry Elmer, Robin
Chapman and Peter Sherrill.

Barbara Germiat has been accepted
for publication in the 2006 Fox Cry
Review with her poem entitled “Hiding
Out in Lilacs.” St. Timothy Catholic
Community has used Barbara’s poem
“On How To Be A Manger” as a template
for its 4-week Advent services. Her poem
written 10 years ago and first published

in the magazine St. Anthony’s Messenger
in 1996 was found by an individual in
Minnesota who sent it on to a friend on
staff at St. Timothy’s.  As Barb says:
“Their communications director found
me online, called and asked permission to
use it. Truly, poetry has legs!” Barbara
also will have one of her poems published
in the 2007 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.
submitted by
Ia Bolz, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Sherry Elmer’s poem “Hero” was
selected as a semi-finalist out of 1400
entries in the Sow’s Ear Poetry Review
Contest judged by Gregory Orr.  Sherry
also read at Conkey’s Bookstore, as did
WFOP members Alice D’Alessio, Karla
Huston, Cathryn Cofell, Michael
Koehler, Rusty McKenzie and Ellen
Kort.

Merle Hazard’s poem, “The Fox River”,
has been accepted for publication in the
2007 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

Cathryn Cofell has had work accepted
and/or published by Fox Cry Review,
Free Verse, Sandesh, Word Riot,
Wisconsin Academy Review, Women
Magazine and the WFOP Museletter.

Patricia Kohls has been writing poetry
verses for birthday cards sent out from
the Oshkosh Seniors Center. She also
has been doing technical writing which
has been published and used at the
Seniors Center. Her poem “On A Breezy
Day” will be published in the 2007
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP
3931 S. County Road O

Maple, WI 54854
janchronister@yahoo.com

The Second Sunday reading on April
9th featured new WFOP member Naomi
Cochran. Attendance at this event
reached almost 30. The group has
received funding from the Cable Hayward
Arts Council (CHARAC) to continue
Second Sunday readings into 2007.

Jan Chronister has had two poems
accepted for the Outrider Press anthology
entitled Vacations. Jan is excited to be
enrolled in “The Magic Wand of
Metaphor” writing workshop which will
be held in Madison June 19th-23rd. Jan
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What we must decide is how we are valuable rather than how valuable we are. —Edgar Z. Friedenberg

What’s Happenin’  from  page 4

will also be reading at Olbrich Gardens on
July 16th.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Margaret Longenecker Been’s poem
“To Oswald Chambers” appears in the
Spring 2006 issue of Time of Singing.  Her
poem “Finally Here” has been accepted
for publication in the Spring issue of
Westward Quarterly.

Diana Randolph of Drummond read
during the open mic at the Second Sunday
Poetry Reading at the Drummond Public
Library in April; and at the 3rd annual
Earth Day open reading at the Northern
Great Lakes Visitor Center in Ashland.
She was selected, along with 19 other
artists, writers and musicians from
Wisconsin, to attend a three day
workshop in Manitowish Waters titled
“Climate Change in the Lake Superior
Region – A Community Education
Program.” At the workshop scientists
from UW–Madison shared their research;
the participants explored bogs, lakes and
a forest; interacted to create group art
projects and collaborated to plan an
exhibit of art that will travel to locations
throughout Wisconsin. The exhibit will
also include scientific information and
opportunities for the workshop
participants to visit schools and work
with students. “The workshop was a
Renaissance experience,” says Diana.

Ann Penton will have a poem included
in the 2007 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.
She attended and read at the Second
Sunday Poets gathering in Drummond in
April. She plans to attend the Rhinelander
School of the Arts in July, studying with
the past and present state laureates (Ellen
Kort and Denise Sweet). She took part in
the WordSpinners Poetry Round Robin
for 2005-06.

Frank Konieska, South Regional VP
3633 Honey Creek Rd.
Burlington, WI 53105

konieska@tds.net

Spring has come to the South Region
and we are eagerly looking forward to the
Spring Conference in Door County. The
Author’s Echo writers group continues
to meet twice a month and Joe Donalies,

South Region

Steve Shelton, Brenda Hansen and Frank
Konieska attend the meetings to polish
their poetry by reading and critiquing it
with this group. Frank, Joe and Steve
have also presented classes of poetry for
the 7th and 8th grades at Kansasville
Elementary School.

Lester Smith has started, and has
been hosting, a once a month poetry
reading in Elkhorn. Reading favorite
poems and public appreciation of poetry
has been the emphasis.

Frank Konieska and Brenda Hansen
have been asked to act as judges in the
Burlington Area Arts Council/Kiwanis
annual student writing contest. The
theme this year was ‘The Chronicles
of....’. The once a month poetry readings
at the Wildlife Refuge in Kansasville
have also been well-attended by our
local WFOP members and the public at
large. We have been holding a drawing at
each meeting with the prize being a 2006
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

We, here in the South Region, are
proud to announce that our own Roberta
Fabiani graduated last January with an
MFA from Queens University in
Charlotte, North Carolina. She hopes to
go on to teaching creative writing and
poetry at the college and university level,
hopefully here in Wisconsin. She also
continues to write poetry and critical
essays.
submitted by
Frank Konieska, South Regional VP

In April, Anjie Greene-Martin of
Palmyra had poems appear in Mamazine
and Chrysanthemum and one of her
poems won honorable mention in a Free
Verse contest.  She led three workshops
at Central Middle School in Waukesha
and a Teen Writing Workshop at the
Waukesha Public Library.  She was also
a reader at the Spring City Poetry Festival.

James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP
324 Kedzie Street #30
Madison, WI 53704

jrob52162@aol.com

Greetings Fellow Poets,
I am pleased to have been accepted as

the new South-Central Regional Vice-
President and look forward to working
with all the WFOP members in this region.

South-Central Region

Kathy Miner left some very large shoes
to fill (I wear a size 11 1/2). Meanwhile,
Spring is always a busy time for poets.

January saw the WFOP Winter Poets
Festival continue for the 15th consecutive
year. Lynn Patrick Smith keeps the
tradition going with eight weeks of
Sunday afternoon readings at Avol’s
Bookstore in Madison. This year saw
readings by Wendy Vardaman, Eve
Robillard, James P. Roberts, Fran
Newhouse, Nydia Rojas,  Shoshauna Shy,
Fran Rall, Miriam Hall, Richard
Swanson, Angela Rydell, Lynn Patrick
Smith, Sara Parell, Kathy Miner, Ron
Czerwein, Jeri McCormick, Lenore
Coberly, Dave Scheler, Alice D’Alessio,
John Lehman, Chuck Cantrell, Richard
Roe,  Jeannie Bergmann, Brenda Lempp,
Margaret Benbow, Josephine Zell,
Yvonne Yahnke, Robin Chapman, Gay
Davidson-Zielske, Judy Washbush,
Barbara Houghton, Alison Townsend,
C.X. Dillhunt, and Ken Haynes. Missing
this year was R.Virgil Ellis due to health
problems for which we wish a speedy
recovery.

Richard Swanson has had poems
accepted recently by Free Verse, Fox
Cry Review, Krax, and Lilliput. As an
honorable mention winner in the
Wisconsin Academy Review and
Passager annual contests, he will also
have work published in those magazines.

Wisconsin People & Ideas Magazine
(formerly the Wisconsin Academy
Review) Poetry Contest winners read
from their work at Avol’s Bookstore on
April 20th.  C.X. Dillhunt took third place
in the contest.

Richard Roe continues hosting the
Sunday evening readings and open mic
at Madison’s West Side Barnes & Noble.
Recent featured readers have included
Marilyn Taylor, Karla Huston, and Alice
D’Alessio.  Richard is considering moving
the dates from the fourth Sunday to the
third Sunday in the Fall because of the
conflicts with the usual winter holidays.

Fran Rall continues The Writer’s Place
readings and open mics at the same venue
on the second Sunday of each month.

The Prairie Fire Poets (John Lehman,
Robin Chapman, Shoshauna Shy,
Richard Roe) performed at the Waukesha
Public Library’s Spring Poetry Festival

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 6
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Be able to be alone. Lose not the advantage of solitude. —Sir Thomas Browne

Fiscal Third Quarter Financial Report

General Account: submitted by Nancy Rafal, treasurer
Balance January 1, 2006 $44,051.44

Income: Dues $5,656.00
Marriott (Spring ‘05) refund 189.81
Lit Fund CD interest 541.35
Lit Fund reimburse-Triad clerk 13.07
Donation-uncashed Fall ‘05 conf. 5.87
Uncashed student contest checks 30.00
Total Income: $6,436.10

Expenses: Museletter $1,196.83
’05 Fall Conf. room refund 99.00
CD interest to Lit Fund 541.35
Postal Bulk Rate fee 160.00
IRS Tax workshop (Rafal) 35.00
Lit Fund Muse Contest 6.00
Conference guide copying 10.40
Misc. (postage) 198.51
VP reimbursement (Bolz) 18.76
Total Expenses: ($2,265.85)

Closing Statements Balance on March 31, 2006 $48,221.69

General Account Balance on March 31, 2006 $48,221.69

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Susan Kileen, Literary Fund Co-Chair
Balance January 1, 2006 $661.25

Income: Interest, Lit Fund CDs $541.35
Muse ‘06 entry fees 615.00
Total Income: $1,156.35

Expenses: Postage-Muse ‘06 $18.68
Postage-Triad ‘05 13.07
Bank charges 16.25
Muse Judge 300.00
Total Expenses: ($348.00)

Closing Statement Balance on March 31, 2006 $1,469.60

Literary Fund Balance on March 31, 2006 $1,469.60

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance January 1, 2006 $6,135.16

Income: Calendar Sales $734.70

Expenses: Postage-USPS $25.28
Returned checks 90.75
Total Expenses: ($116.03)

Calendar Account Balance on March 31, 2006 $6,753.83

Fiscal year is April 1 to March 31 to coincide with our federal tax filing.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

General Fund $48,221.69
Literary Fund $1,469.60
Calendar Fund $6,753.83
Total $56,445.12

January 1, 2006 through March 31, 2006

Don’t Forget...
to notify the Museletter editor if you move or change your email address.

on April 29th to much acclaim, or so I’m told.
I enjoyed meeting fellow WFOP members at the Spring

Conference in Egg Harbor and thought the conference went off
in good fashion, despite technical problems which disrupted
the Guest Speaker Jan Weissmiller’s presentation. I did
experience one personal glitch, however. I had brought along
some of Jeannie Bergmann’s chapbooks to sell with my own
books at the display table and someone bought a copy of
Jeannie’s Steaming A Head, paying by check. In my haste to
pack up after the conference was over, I inadvertently left the
check in its envelope with Jeannie’s name written on it. A query
to the Landmark Resort went unanswered, so I hope that the
person who bought the copy will contact either myself or
Jeannie and let us know who you are.

With that, I’ll close for now and urge you to keep sending me
news of your activities and accomplishments for the next issue.
submitted by
James P. Roberts, South-Central Regional VP

Josephine Zell gave a reading of her poetry at the February
21st meeting of the Laureate Upsilon Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi.

Patrick T. Randolph and his wife, Gamze, wish you a happy
spring. In May, Patrick received his M.A. in Applied Linguistics
from the University of Wisconsin–Madison. He recently has
had poems published in Bellowing Ark, The Rockford Review,
Brevities, Main Channel Voices, Tamafyhr Mountain Poetry:
Issues # 42, # 43 and # 44, True Poet Magazine, Free Verse,
Irish Stew, and Poetry Midwest. Last issue Patrick had asked
that members of the WFOP write to him on their views concerning
the “Essence of Poetry.” Only two members sent in their
reflections. If there is anyone still out there who would like to
address the question “What is the Essence of Poetry?” please
feel free to email him at patrickrandolph2003@yahoo.com.
Responses need not be lengthy dissertations on the topic;
aphorisms are cheerfully welcomed.

Susan Elbe’s full-length book manuscript, Eden in the
Rearview Mirror, is forthcoming from Word Press in December
2007. She also has two poems in the current issue of After Hours,
a journal of Chicago writers. Her poem “Inside a Dream of Peace”
was one of 13 selected out of over 400 poems submitted to The
Making of Peace Broadside Series (http://www.agodon.com/
themakingofpeace). The broadsides were displayed around the
country in bookstores and libraries during the month of April.

Shoshauna Shy presented a program with John Lehman,
Robin Chapman and Richard Roe of the Prairie Fire Poetry
Quartet titled “Turning Points & Transformations” at the
Waukesha Public Library in celebration of their new library
renovation. She was also a featured reader at the Montello
Public Library, and had a poem included in the anthology
Encore by Parallel Press which consists of poems by each of the
40 poets for which they have published chapbooks.

What’s Happenin’  from  page 5
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MarketsMarketsMarketsMarketsMarkets
Judith Zukerman  • PO Box 5442 • Madison, WI 53705-0442 • jzukerman7@earthlink.net

How can WFOP members help one another? Calling all experienced, published WFOP members! Do you remember the first
three publications (print or online) that published your work and the approximate year of publication?

Even though the publishing scene changes, I would like to list these publications as other possibilities to be explored in the
next column for other WFOP members who have been diligently reading, writing, revising and submitting poems and are
feeling discouraged. They still haven’t seen any of their work in print YET. Thank you in advance for sending an email by
June 30th.

Specific Markets

1) Brilliant Corners, A Journal of Jazz and Literature. website:www.lycoming.edu/BrilliantCorners
This specialized journal is highly competitive but unique for those of you who have jazz expertise or write jazz related poetry.
Unsolicited work is read between September 1st and May 15th. Sascha Feinstein, Editor. SASE required. Cover letter preferred.
No email submissions. Familiarity with journal is strongly advised. Additional information in Writer’s Market specified on
website. Send submission to Brilliant Corners, Lycoming College, Williamsport, PA 17701. $12 yr. subscription. Sample $7.
Also available at Barnes & Noble, Borders & Tower Records.

2) Orbis Quarterly Literary International Journal, website, www.poetrymagazines.org.uk, email carolebaldock@hot mail.com
Carole Baldock, editor, 17 Greenhow Avenue, West Kirby, Wirral, Cheshire, CH48 SEL. 80 pages of news, reviews, views,
letters and quite a lot of poetry. Editor: I am interested in work from all communities, especially young people under 20s and 20
somethings. Submissions from women are still a third less than from men. “occasional upbeat poem may not be amiss...”
Submissions by post: 4 poems; 2 prose pieces (500-1000 words). Enclose SAE. Overseas: 2 IRCs. Via email, Overseas only; 2
poems/1 piece prose in body, no attachments. Two copies on website one done by current editor but I also examined two more
recent issues at UW-Madison Special Collections. Writers from UK, other European countries, US(several in each issue),
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, magazine rich in diversity. $11 sample issue $36 yr. (US). Editor says don’t resubmit any work
for 12 months.

3) Red Owl, an arts and poetry concern, Edward O. Knowlton, Editor, 35 Hampshire Road, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801-
4815, email: RedOwlMag@aol.com, no website. Submit 3-5 poems within 6 month span, best reading times, spring for Fall
edition and fall for Spring edition. Only overseas submissions by email. Ideal length between 10 to 20 lines. Smaller pieces fit in
better. Themes seasonal, in general forward thinking, upbeat poems most desired especially in spring. In fall may delve into
more macabre side of existence. Touch humor welcome. Published Wisconsin writers in last 3 issues. Sample $10, Yr. $20.
Publication not copyrighted. SASE.

4) Waterways: Poetry in the Mainstream, website: www.tenpennyplayers.org, 393 St. Paul’s Ave., Staten Island NY 10304-
2127. Poetry Editors, Barbara Fisher & Richard Spiegel. Accepts 60% poems submitted. Open to beginners’ submissions.
Small press run. Poets need to remember we are children’s & animal rights advocates & are a NYC press. No haiku or rhyming
poetry or material of explicit sexual nature. Submit less than 10 poems for 1st submission. Simultaneous & Email submissions
OK if latter pasted in body of message. Pays  copy. SASE. Sample $2.60, Yr. $25. Responds in 1 month. Many rejected because
don’t fit the theme. The 27th volume will be published in 11 issues in 2006-7. Monthly themes are from Samuel Johnson’s The
Vanity of Human Wishes. Number 2 deadline June 14,2006: Wealth heap’d on Wealth, not Truth nor Safety buys, The Dangers
gather as the Treasures rise; Number 3 deadline July 14, 2006: Once more Democritus, arise on Earth, With cheerful Wisdom
and instructive Mirth, See motley Life in modern Trappings dress’d, And feed with varied Fools th’eternal Jest; Number 4
deadline September 14, 2006: Where change of Fav'rites made no Change of Laws, And Senates heard before they judg’d a
Cause; Number 5 deadline October 14, 2006: Deign on the passing World to turn thine Eyes, And pause a while from Letters to
be wise; There mark what Ills the Scholar’s Life assail, Toil, Envy, Want, the Patron, and the Jail; Number 6 deadline November
14, 2006: Around his Tomb let Art and Genius weep, But hear his Death. Ye Blackheads, hear and sleep. Number 7 deadline
December 14, 2006: Yet Reason frowns on War’s unequal Game, Where wasted Nations raise a single Name.

5) Words of Wisdom, Mikhammad bin Muhandis Abdel-Ishara, Editor, PO Box, 16542, Greensboro, NC 27416. Published
quarterly or whenever there is enough material. Sample $4.75 post paid, $17 yr. individual. Accepts 8-10% submitted.
Publishes some beginners’ work. For sample or subscription, send to J.M. Freiermuth, Publisher. Limited press run. All types
of poetry except religious or pornographic. No website.

The best vision is insight. —Malcolm S. Forbes



8

Spring Cleaning

Poems by Our Membership / / / / / Wendy Vardaman, Editor

SPRING CLEANING HAIKU

In spring, winter dust
flies out doors, and my long hair
nestles orioles.

Bluebirds return, shocked,
their houses vandalized by
red squirrels again.

Windows cracked open,
spring peepers sneak in at night
and tickle our ears.

—Naomi Cochran, Hayward

VERNAL QUESTION

What latent gene
from our common pool
bursts forth at springtime
making all women act
as though
the rushes on the floor
need changing

—Kathleen H. Phillips, Waukesha
    previously published in
   Chrysanthemum

THAT SLIGHTLY METALLIC SCENT OF MEMORY

There is a chill and musty feel in this dimness
as I dance the broom through corners
and under shelves. As though sent by a poltergeist,
the saggy box tumbles down,
releasing the trapped years in fishing lures, bobbers
and leathery pieces of bait bucket lining.

The wool of a mitten is damp against my fingers,
and I drop it back into wet leaves
lifeless as our marriage. As though
the empty thumb could still crook at me, I look away,
work through the jumble of metal sinkers, hooks
and one black dime.

The old cat joins me, cautiously
scenting his lost tackle with her feeble expectations.
We’re a pair, I think, two old crones
seeing men mixed in garage trash
and still afraid to sweep them up and close the door.

—Jackie Langetieg, Madison

too much dust again
on the upper latitudes–
I give the globe a spin

—Ann Penton,  Sarona, WI
    previously published in Loose Change

SPRING PRUNING

I’m clearing the pasture
(doesn’t matter what metaphor:

some days it’s plainly stark).
I don’t go far

if I leave the sink full of dishes undone–
stink covers the sampler verse hung

in the front room.
Daffodils in the yard still bloom,

but with no understanding of seeds
or bulbs, I read

Wordsworth and Bukowski
and wonder at hilltop knowing

and grace.  I’m suspicious
that maelstroms kill wishes

and prayer so I’m stowing
my storm lines in dry rain barrels, holding

them in with a tight lip, one, two, clean,
packing them down, the heft of dark daydreams

tangled below.  And now, perhaps, the simile will smile
and I’ll be the flower with fig sense inside–

rich, beautiful, sweet and open, tenderly open,
the ageless fruit seedful within.

—Jean Biegun, Two Rivers
     previously published in After Hours: A Journal of
    Chicago Writing and Art
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Submit poems to:
Wendy Vardaman, 2336 Monroe Street, Madison, WI 53711 OR   wvardaman@hotmail.com

(No Attachments, Please)
Membership status must be current to be considered for publication on these pages.

SPRING CLEANING IN THE 1930s

Dad climbs a long ladder
to second-story windows
replacing storms with screens
Mother washes walls with Spic and Span
Sponges soiled wallpaper
with a wad of pinky clay

Carpets carted outside are beaten
brushed spotted and shaken
While mattresses and quilts
air in warm sunshine
bedsprings are dusted
with a twirly Fuller brush

Kids free of long underwear
and galoshes frolic about
play in friendly puddles
discover mud pies

—Mary L. Downs, Appleton

SPRING CLEANING

my love, you tell me man is free,
till some prominent idiot, behind neatly
tucked, ties a knot with tarnished glove;
jilted and shamed, the girl I can see through
the mask: thus, all is relative among us now

determined to unveil my sweet life
to the dusky light of lust hadn’t I
noticed the accretion of small demands
if ably fashioned of gold or silver
it is accumulation within the mollusk

not external appearance, the way in
to the musky sweetness of memory
wasn’t there; wife, was it? wiped with a soft
sham; and the dulled space was occupied
with the even flaking of its dust

then far into the cabinet of shadows,
dill jam left on the shelf, on and on
I sat at my musty desk, high and ...
longing for a snapshot end, lest
we forget the pestilence of murmur

framing the necessary words
to fit the enclosed precious occasion
which was clearly a precocious mating
of plastic and metal, enclosed
in a disheveled protective sheet

—F.J. Bergmann, Poynette
    previously published in Sauce Robert

LAUNDRY DAY

sky vague gray
as dryer lint

stubbled corn fields
like worn corduroy

dim clumps of pine
mildewing distant hills

a washed-out world

—Lester Smith, Elkhorn

Theme for Fall issue:
“Arrivals and Departures”

Deadline: Friday, August 4, 2006

SPRING CLEANING

Dust off sill.
Open window.
Watch cats gather,
mesmerized.
Witness white hairs
swirling in room.
Notice fly, reawakened,
circle in torpor.
Welcome March lion wind.
Breathe deep, see it
blow papers off tables,
slick whiskers back,
make room for April.

—Kris Rued-Clark, Arpin

Note new email address
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Until you make peace with who you are, you’ll never be content with what you have. —Doris Mortman

WFOP Sponsorship of Literary
Events

The WFOP exists “for the creation, promotion and
dissemination of poetry in the state of Wisconsin.” To that
end, it is appropriate for the Fellowship to sponsor events of
a literary nature. Such events may serve as fundraisers, or
may be used to promote other literary goals.

Ordinarily, the Fellowship will only commit its funds to
such sponsorship after consideration and approval by the
Board of Directors.

Occasionally, a sponsorship opportunity may become
available before the next scheduled Board meeting. If such
opportunity clearly promotes the goals of the Fellowship,
and requires commitment of Fellowship funds before the
Board can reasonably meet, the following procedure may be
used:

•The event promoter will contact the Fellowship president
and request sponsorship of the proposed event. The
request will include, at a minimum,

•the location(s) and date(s) of the event;
•the speaker, instructor, or other featured guest, with a
biographic sketch;

•the cost to the Fellowship; or, if a fundraiser, the potential
for loss;

•the degree of interest among likely participants;
•the cost to the participants; and
•the significance of this event to the poetry community, if
not obvious.

•If the president agrees with the request, (s)he will
communicate with the other officers (vice president,
secretary, treasurer) and the affected regional vice
president either by telephone or email. If a majority of
officers available agree, the Fellowship may commit funds
to sponsor the event.

•Such sponsorship will be reported at the next regularly
scheduled Board meeting. The Board will be asked to affirm
the sponsorship decision. If the Board elects not to affirm
the decision, an alternate disposition for the event must be
decided at the same Board meeting.

•This “fast-track” procedure will not be used to commit more
than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) of Fellowship funds.
Amounts greater than one thousand dollars require full
Board approval.

•This procedure will not be used to circumvent the usual
Board approval process. If an event could have been
brought to the Board in a timely fashion, but was not, this
“fast-track” process should not be used.

Ia Bolz Says “Thank You”

Dear Poet Friends & Friends Of Poetry,
I want to thank the following wonderful & talented WFOP

poets who participated in many of the events in the Central-
Fox Valley since the first of the year: Jon Corelis, Sherry
Elmer, Robin Chapman, Cathryn Cofell, Karla Huston, Krista
Klanderman, Barbara Hines,  Georgina Meulemans, Margaret
Magle, Patty Miler, Constance Morgenstern, Barbara
Germiat, Linda Nett-Duesterhoeft & Ellen Kort....if I’ve
missed anyone, a thousand pardons.

And a big thank you to: Jody Vanesky/The Appleton Art
Center, Linda Muldoon/ Coventry Glassworks, Wendy
Lloyd/The Bergstrom-Mahler Museum,  Mary Weidert/ Wild
Apple Gallery, Kathy Skog/Art Affair, Cherie Greek/Studio
213, Amy Stanwood/Appleton Public Library, Shannon
Wyman-Kenevan & Renee Ladewig-Lathrop/Harmony Cafe,
Joyce Diedrich & Jacki Bouchard/St. Joseph Middle School,
Marc Golde/Rock Garden Studio, Judy Owen/Appleton
West H. S., Kimm Smith/The Appleton School District, Sue
Bogenschutz /Atlas Coffee Mill & Cafe & Chris Falk/WFOP
Museletter editor...if I’ve missed anyone, a thousand pardons.

And a big thank you to the following places for allowing
me to post poetry events at their places or in their
newspapers/magazines: the Fox Cities libraries, Between The
Pages Coffee Shop, Pilgrim’s Cafe, The Blue Moon Cafe,
Beaners’ Coffee Haus, Brewed Awakenings, Rock Island
Cafe, UW-Fox Valley, Jerry’s Pages & Pipes, Planet Perk,
Botanical Indulgence, The Red Radish, Lawrence University,
the Fox Cities area high schools, Renaissance School, First
United Methodist Church-Appleton, Bookland, The
Appleton Art Center, Art Affair, Wild Apple, Coventry
Glassworks & Gallery, Studio 213, The Bergstrom-Mahler
Museum, Rings Restaurant-Kaukauna, Piggly Wiggly-
Menasha, St. Joseph Middle School, Harmony Cafe, Jennifer
Walla/Fox Cities Magazine, James Lawrence & his staff /
The Scene, Andrew Mussell/the Northwestern, the Post-
Crescent features staff (including Sue Draves), St. Joseph
Middle School & Conkey’s Book Store...if I’ve missed
anyone, a thousand pardons.

And to all who came up to compliment me or emailed me
“on a job well done!”

What a final six months! What poetry! What poets! What
friends & patrons of poetry!

It indeed has been quite a final six months! And I will still
be hosting “Gourmet Organic Poetry” at Harmony Cafe &
send out emails once in a while to you all on any poetry
events that I’m organizing or I hear about.

I look forward to my final month (May) as Vice President
of The Central-Fox Valley Region of The Wisconsin
Fellowship Of Poets!

Peace, joy, love and harmony to all!
Sincerely,
Ia Bolz
Vice President
Central-Fox Valley Region
The Wisconsin Fellowship Of Poets

Don’t Forget the New Dues Option
As of 1/1/2006, members may pay $100 for a five-year

membership. That’s five years worth of membership for four
years’ dues. Please take advantage of this savings. The
Fellowship also saves money by reduced mailing cost for all
those payment reminders and lapsed memberships.
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When one is out of touch with oneself, one cannot touch others. —Anne Morrow Lindbergh

2006 Muse Prize Winners
Announced

The 2006 Muse Prize for Excellence in Poetry was judged
by Marilyn Johnston.  There were 150 entries which included
93 WFOP members and 57 non-members.
The winners are:

1st Place Judith Strasser, Madison
“Rote”

2nd Place Yvette Flaten, Eau Claire
“My Husband Buys a Rain Gauge”

3rd Place B. J. Best, West Bend
“owen gromme as a child watched
canadian geese staging”

1st HM Michael Kriesel, Aniwa
“Feathers”

2nd HM Jean Tomasko, Middleton
“How to See a Fairy”

3rd HM Karen Lindberg-Schuppe, Fond du Lac
“From Milwaukee to Baghdad”

4th HM Karen Kerans, Milwaukee
“Children in the Wind”

2007 Calendar Book Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $2.00
2-3 books: $3.00
4-5 books: $4.00
6-10 books: $5.00

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a contributor,
a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. Between now and December
31, you may order up to TEN (10) calendars at the wholesale rate of $7.00 each (retail price is $11.95). Please use the following form to place
your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2007, PO Box 555, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202-0555
Phone: (920) 839-2191 Email: mfarmer@dcwis.com

I would like books @ $7.00 each $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges:

Shipping and handling: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

I would like copies of the RETAIL brochure to
distribute to potential individual buyers.
I would like copies of the WHOLESALE brochure for
bookstores, gifts shops and other potential sellers in my community.

2007 Calendar Order information: Retail cost will be $11.95.
Shipping charges are amended to reflect increased postage
and mailing supply costs. See shipping costs on order form
below.

Members and contributors may purchase up to ten copies
for a special rate of $7.00 per copy, plus postage. Group
purchases are appreciated, especially if they are received
prior to printing. Orders of 10 or more copies will be directly
drop-shipped to you when the calendar is ready. Orders
placed after shipping will have postage added. Now is the
time to get your troops together and do a combined order. I
will bill you. General orders  may be made to:

Michael Farmer
PO Box 555
Baileys Harbor, WI  54202
or by phone...920-839-2191
or by email  mfarmer@dcwis.com

We still have 2006 calendars for sale at cheap rates! Drop
me an email or a phone call. Three dollars each which
includes postage. Fine art in the ’06, can’t wait to see the ’07.
Should be SMASHING!!! Thank you, all of you, for
supporting, submitting and reading this fine annual calendar.
What talent awaits out there, eh? Now, get ready for the ’08
calendar by getting your submissions ready! You’ll hear
more about it later this year, in the fall.  Good Luck and thank
you all again.

Michael Farmer

From the Calendar Business
Manager
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You may find the worst enemy or best friend in yourself. —English Proverb

To push the huge wheel of Wisconsin poetry forward. To
visit dozens of diverse communities and organizations every
year. To educate and entertain scores of school children. To
contribute at various state cultural functions. These are just
some of the accomplishments and challenges that keep
Wisconsin’s Poet Laureate perpetually on the move.

Characterizing the current Poet Laureate as ‘highly sought
after’ would be like saying that Packer tickets are reasonably
popular. Current Wisconsin Poet Laureate Denise ‘Dee’
Sweet actively promoted poetry at more than 15 different
places during the past six months. This included
appearances at a Brown County Literacy Council fundraiser,
an interview on the radio show Common Ground, a literary
arts workshop in Spring Green, an inspirational speech in the
Governor’s living room at The Poet Laureate Reception, a
keynote talk at the UW-Marinette, and a special fundraising
event at the Luck Public Library.

To cover some of the Poet Laureate’s expenses, a nominal
amount is set aside in the state’s annual budget for travel
and honorarium reimbursement. Nevertheless, because of
the ongoing success of this poetry position (a large number
of public invitations flood in every month), a separate fund
is needed to augment the state’s financial support.

This is the strong consensus of the Governor’s Poet
Laureate Commission, the volunteer group that advocates

Ensuring the Future of the Wisconsin Poet Laureate

Support the Wisconsin Poet Laureate Fund
The Wisconsin Poet Laureate Fund is an endowment fund within the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, to
support activities of the State Poet Laureate and the Poet Laureate Commission.

Donor Name(s)

Address City State Zip

Phone Email

Enclosed is my contribution of $

I wish to remain anonymous.
Please contact me regarding a gift of stock.
My employer will match this gift; a matching gift form is enclosed.
This gift is in memory/honor (circle one) of

Please charge my credit card for $ Type of card:
Account number Exp.

Signature

I’d like to use the automatic withdrawal system. A voided check is enclosed. Please withdraw $ each month on
the 10th or         25th of the month from my account for months.
Please make checks payable to: The Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region and mail to Jane Hamblen, 3515 Sunset
Drive, Madison, WI 53705.

The Community Foundation for the Fox Valley is a tax-exempt public charity established in 1986 to manage endowment and temporary funds to
support the causes its donors care about most. They are the 2nd largest community foundation in Wisconsin and have awarded more than $70
million in grants since its inception.

for and coordinates the Poet Laureate’s activities. To
address this basic financial need, they recently established
the “Wisconsin Poet Laureate Fund.” One primary goal of
this fund is to ensure that the well-traveled Poet Laureate
has the financial ability to keep spreading the positive
message of poetry throughout the state.

The backbone of this initiative is an endowment fund
established at the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley
Region, Inc. Donations will be used to build a permanent
fund to help pay excess Poet Laureate expenses not covered
by the state’s budget. The Commission has established a
short-range goal of $25,000, to be attained by December
2006. According to Commission member David Brostrom, “if
the 5,000 people in this state who have a passion for poetry
give $10-20 apiece, and others who are strong advocates
give more generously, we will meet this ambitious goal, and
Wisconsin poetry will take a big step forward!”

To offer financial support, donations may be made by
filling out the form below and mailing to Jane Hamblen
(address on form) or online at www.cffoxvalley.org. On the
site, select “Make an online contribution.” Under
“designation” indicate WI Poet Laureate Fund. Please note,
however, that a 5% processing fee is deducted from online
donations.
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Not until we are lost do we begin to understand ourselves. —Henry David Thoreau

WFOP Triad Poetry Contest Rules 2006

1. Contestant must be a current WFOP member in good standing.

2. There is no entry fee. Do not send a SASE. Entries will not be returned.

3. Entry form must be completed in full, included with the submission and postmarked by the contest deadline
date listed on the entry form.

4. Contestant may enter only one, original, unpublished poem in each category. The same poem may not be
entered in more than one category. Categories are described on the entry form. Note: Only poets who
have not won a monetary award in a WFOP contest are eligible for the New Poet category.

5. Manuscript must be typed on 8½” x 11” white paper, one side only, one poem to a page. Type the
category in the upper left corner.

6. Writer’s name should not appear on the page with the poem.

7. Only the winners will be notified prior to the Fall Conference where the presentations will be made. The
names will be posted on the WFOP web site and included in the Museletter following the conference.

8. The first place winner in each category will be ineligible to enter that category again the following year.

9. Prizes will be awarded only if:
a. there are sufficient entries
b. the contest judge determines that an entry warrants an award.

10. WFOP is not responsible for lost manuscripts. Entries will not be returned and there will be no notification if
an entry is disqualified for failure to follow any of the above rules. Author retains all rights to her/his work.

11. Prizes are: Theme: Peace $50, $30, $20
Poet’s Choice: $50, $30, $20
Kay Saunders Memorial New Poets Award: $50, $30, $20
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The best way to make your dreams come true is to wake up. —J.M. Power

This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 2005-06.  For more information,
please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author

Where Water Might Be Blue Poetry Kristin Alberts
6606 West Slope Lane
Oconto, WI 54153
kristin_alberts@yahoo.com
$15.00 (plus $3 shipping)*
Available at: Book World in Sturgeon
Bay, bn.com, or The Readers Loft in Green
Bay
*if ordering from the author

Brush Strokes—Word Paintings Poetry Margaret Longenecker Been
by Margaret Longenecker Been Elk River Books

W. 4031 Musser Heights Lane
Phillips, WI 54555
(715) 339-6734
corgispin@pctcnet.net

New Orleans Suite Poetry Chapbook Peg Lauber
3419 McElroy Court
Eau Claire, WI 54701
laubermc@uwec.edu
Publisher: Marsh River Editions
$12.00 includes postage

Reflections Poetry Chapbook Marie LeClerc Laux, SSND
3717 W. Keefe Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53216
mlaux@ssnd-milw.org
Printed by SSND Printery
Elm Grove, WI
Donation to School Sisters of Notre Dame
Minimum $5.00 plus $1.35 postage

Would You Dance? Poetry Lester Smith
Popcorn Press (2006)
$6.40 plus $1.59 Media Mail
www.popcornpress.com
contact@popcornpress.com

Wisconsin’s Four Seasons CD Fox Cities poets, storytellers & musicians
(including Ia Bolz & Ellen Kort)
produced by The Appleton Art Center
111 W. College Avenue
Appleton, WI 54911
(920) 733-4089
$10.00
For more info contact:
jodyvanesky@appletonartcenter.org

Poetry Publications
Remembering Mary
Ellen Schmidt, past
WFOP Secretary

Mary Ellen Schmidt (nee Nontelle),
68, of LaCrosse, died in her home
Sunday, May 14, 2006 from lung
cancer.

She was born November 27, 1937 in
LaCrosse to Raymond and Martha
(Berlik) Nontelle. She graduated from
Aquinas High School in 1955 and
attended Viterbo College. On June 28,
1958 she married Rudolph John
Schmidt of LaCrosse.

As a young mother, Mary Ellen was
a Brownie and Girl Scout leader; 8th
grade music teacher at Blessed
Sacrament; led the Hi-Lo Ramblers 4-H
Club; and judged 4-H musicals. She
returned to the work force as a
secretary and deputy sheriff/matron
for Sheriff Bill Black then worked for
Circuit Judge Peter Pappas. In 1979 she
returned to school at UW-L; sang in
Choral Union and Diocesan Choir;
sang with and directed the Holy
Trinity choir; taught religious
education at Holy Trinity; and
volunteered in Citizens' Advocacy
with Independent Living Resources.
She would like to be remembered as a
singer, whistler, published poet and a
storytelling grandma.

Survivors include her loving
husband, Rudy; four children: Stephen
M. of Menomonee Falls, WI; Susan E.
of Cincinnati, OH; Jeanne M. Wead of
Cincinnati, OH; and James A. of
Plymouth, MN; and five grandchildren:
Melissa, Kenny and A.J. Wead; and
Alex and Ethan Schmidt. She is also
survived by her mother, Marty; two
sisters: Deanna Hart (Doug), and
Gloria Weisbecker; and two brothers:
Donald (Deon) and Robert, all of
LaCrosse. She was preceded in death
by an infant brother James David, her
infant daughter Maria Laurel, her sister
Judith Schlueter and her father.

Mass of Christian Burial was held on
Thursday, May 18, 2006 at Holy
Trinity Catholic Church in LaCrosse.
Memorials, if desired, may be made to
Holy Trinity Catholic Church or
Independent Living Resources.
The family would sincerely like to
thank Drs. Kurt Oettel and Patrick

Conway of Gundersen Lutheran
Cancer Center, as well as all the
friends, relatives, health care and
hospice workers that made this time for
Mary as loving, peaceful and
compassionate as it possibly could be.
Your prayers, masses, novenas, phone
calls, visits, cards, flowers, music CDs,
meals and desserts were all most
appreciated.

MuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletter
Deadline
August 4, 2006
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Membership Renewal Form
Dues for the 2006 membership year were due January 1, 2006. Your membership is past due if your mailing label does
not say  (06) after  your name. The new policy states you will be dropped from the WFOP member list if you haven’t paid
the ’06 dues by (approximately March 31, 2006). Because of this new policy, a little leeway has been given. Don’t let your
membership lapse!
Mail to: Nancy Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0340.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

Email address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

New 5 for 4 Deal***
$100 paid now will give Active
members 5 years of member-
ship for the price of 4 (2006-
2010)! This is a $25.00 savings!

Intelligence without ambition is a bird without wings. —C. Archie Danielson

Scholarship Coming for School of
the Arts at Rhinelander

One Fellowship member has offered to fund a scholarship
to the School of the Arts at Rhinelander (SOAR). The Board
is finalizing details on how this will be administered.
Members will be invited to apply for a $250.00 scholarship,
which will cover tuition costs for one week at SOAR. The
person winning the scholarship will be required to attend at
SOAR, and provide a written report of their week. Further
details are pending. Once details are finalized, they will be
posted on the Fellowship website.

Announcements

Council for Wisconsin Writers
Awards State Writers

The Council for Wisconsin Writers awarded several
Wisconsin writers at the Wisconsin Club in Milwaukee on
May 6th. The Council’s Major Achievement Award of $1000
for lifetime work went to Bruce Taylor of Eau Claire, author
of Pity the World: Poems Selected and New (Plain View
Press). He is holder of numerous state and national
fellowships. The Council’s Christopher Sholes Award of
$500 for support of his fellow writers went to Richard Roe of
Madison. Alison Townsend of Stoughton received the $500
Lorine Niedecker Poetry Award for a group of five poems.
Honorable mention went to Susan Elbe, Madison, and Susan
Firer, Milwaukee. Robin Chapman, Madison, received the
$500 Posner Poetry Award for her poems in Images of a
Complex World: The Art and Poetry of Chaos (World
Scientific; with J.C. Sprott’s fractal art). Two poets tied for
honorable mention: Karl Elder of Howards Grove for Mead:
Twenty-six Abecedariums (Marsh River Editions) and Dale
Ritterbusch, Waukesha, for Far from the Temple of Heaven
(Black Moss Press).

Council for Wisconsin Writers is a non-profit organization
devoted to promoting awareness of the state’s literary
heritage.

UW-Whitewater Calls for
Literary Award Applications and
Nominations

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Chancellor Martha
Saunders seeks nominations and applications for the second
annual UW-Whitewater Regional Literary Award.

The honor was first awarded in April to author/professor
C.J. Hribal for the novel, The Company Car, and recognizes
writers who celebrate all that makes the Upper Midwest
special.

The award includes a $1,000 honorarium plus expenses to
attend the award ceremony at UW-Whitewater. A dinner will
be held in the author’s honor, along with a reading and book
signing.

The selection committee will accept submissions through
July 10, 2006 and will make its decision in August. The award
will be presented to the winning author in April 2007.

The award will honor a living author who has
demonstrated a regional connection to the Upper Midwest in
his/her published works of prose, poetry, nonfiction or
drama.

Please submit a letter of application or nomination along
with a copy of the published work or works to be
considered. (All submitted books will be donated to the
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater library.)

Send applications and nominations to:
Chancellor’s Regional Literary Award
Attention Sara Kuhl
800 W. Main Street
Whitewater, WI  53190

Questions can be directed to Sara Kuhl at kuhls@uww.edu
or (262) 472-1194.
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Discipline is remembering what you want. —David Campbell

Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
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Lakeville, MN 55044
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when the Fellowship has an opportunity to sponsor an
event that occurs before the next regular Board meeting.
That policy is published elsewhere in the Museletter.

Just a reminder: This fall’s conference will be in the West-
Central region, rather than the Central-Fox Valley region.
Dates remain the same.

Hugs,

Peter

President’s Message  from  page 1

Membership List Available to All
Members
   Fellowship members are entitled to receive a list of
members at a minimal cost. The price of the list is $2.00 which
covers the postage. Please send cash or check payable to
Chris Falk. If members would like to receive the list via
email, the cost is free. Emailed lists will be sent as a .PDF
which requires Adobe Acrobat Reader. Acrobat Reader is
available as a free download from www.adobe.com. In order
to receive the list, members must sign an agreement and
submit it with each request. This form can be obtained by
contacting Chris Falk (address info on page 1) or on the
website at www.wfop.org.

Make Sure Your Email Address
is Up-to-Date

In recent years, email communications have
increased within the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
membership. The listing of email addresses is kept
within the main membership database. On occasion,
announcements are sent out by email to the entire
membership. It seems that each time this happens,
some emails get bounced back to the sender. The main
reason this occurs is that the database manager has
not been contacted that an email address has changed.
If you have not received emails from the WFOP in
recent months, most likely we do not have your most
recent address. If you change your email address,
please contact Chris Falk at thefalks@frontiernet.net
and let her know of the change. Please ensure that
Chris’ email address is listed as a “safe” address so
that WFOP messages do not get blocked by “spam-
blockers.” Note that bulk email correspondences come
from a different email address: falk.chris@gmail.com.
Be sure this address also is listed as a “safe” one.This
change had to be made because the quantity of emails
that need to go out exceeds the hourly amount that
Chris’ ISP has set. Thanks for your help!
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Name________________________________________ Phone ______________

Street address__________________________________ Email _______________

City, State, Zip__________________________________

I am a current member of WFOP. The poetry submitted is my original unpublished work and not under
consideration elsewhere.

Signature______________________________                Date________________

Complete for each category you are entering

THEME: PEACE   Length: 75 lines maximum

         Title:  __________________________________________________________

         First Line: _______________________________________________________

POET’S CHOICE:  No specific subject or form.  Length: 75 lines maximum

          Title: __________________________________________________________

          First Line:  ______________________________________________________

KAY SAUNDERS MEMORIAL NEW POET:   No specific subject or form.  Length: 75 lines maximum

          Title: __________________________________________________________

         First Line: _______________________________________________________

I have not won a monetary award in any WFOP contest (New Poet contestants only).

                     Signature________________________           Date_________________

Send entry by August 1, 2006 to: Richard Swanson
7320 Cedar Creek Trail
Madison, WI 53717

WFOP 2006 Triad Poetry Contest Entry Form
Deadline: August 1, 2006


