
Mark your calendars now for the Fall Conference November 4th-6th in Kohler,
Wisconsin. Our conference organizers have negotiated a very favorable room rate
with The Inn on Woodlake. We will enjoy Kohler’s famous hospitality for a
fraction of the “list price.” We did this by securing a block of rooms in the
Fellowship’s name. This got us a discounted price. As a non-profit, we are exempt
from sales tax, which saves even more. The only difference you’ll see is that you’ll
be paying the Fellowship for the room, rather than the hotel. Sign up now, while
rooms are still available!

Kimberly Blaeser will be our featured presenter. Ms. Blaeser has been making
great, quiet waves in literary circles. She’ll be speaking to our conference theme,
“The Natural Poet.” There also will be an early-morning nature walk, the traditional
“Saturday Night Special” poetry slam at “The Pit,” roll call poems, the Book Room,
and all the goings-on that we’ve come to know and love. You’ll find details and
registration materials a few pages back in this Museletter.

One of the Fellowship’s “Key Position” people will soon change. As of
February 28, 2006, Cathryn Cofell will be done with her term as the Fellowship’s
representative on the Wisconsin State Poet Laureate Commission. She was also its
chair. The Commission is the body that receives, screens, and evaluates
applications to become Wisconsin’s Poet Laureate. The group submits
recommendations to the Governor, who makes the final decision on appointing a
Laureate.

Cathryn was pivotal in getting the entire Poet Laureate process established in
Wisconsin. Her energy and interest were behind the first meetings, the
development of the process, and the engagement of other writers’ organizations in
the Laureate Commission. We can be proud of the result. Wisconsin’s Laureate
Commission has representatives from a wide spectrum of state literary and arts
organizations; the selection process is rigorous; and the Laureate widely
respected as Wisconsin’s voice for poetry. The first two Laureates—Ellen Kort
and Denise Sweet—say all that needs to be said. I’d like to express my personal
thanks to Cathryn for all her time and dedication. She will be succeeded by
Michael Kriesel. Michael has earned an enviable reputation as a poet, with
publications in a wide range of well-respected venues. He will represent us during
the next Laureate selection cycle several years hence. Welcome aboard, Michael.
Hope to see you in Kohler this fall!

Hugs,

Peter
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Fall 2005

President’s Message
Welcome to the following new

members of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets that have joined since the
Summer Museletter issue:
Jon Corelis Appleton
Julie Eger Wautoma
Kathleen Ernst Middleton
Kathy Hansing Cottage Grove
Estella Lauter Fish Creek
Georgina Muelemans Wrightstown
Jane Osypowski Campbellsport
Sara Parrell Madison
Becky Post LaCrosse
Stacia Shaina Star McFarland
Sandy Stark Madison

New member inquiries should be directed to
Peter Piaskoski, the membership chair. His
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

Everybody thinks of changing humanity and nobody thinks of changing himself. —Leo Tolstoy

Editor: Christine Falk

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street West

Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375

email: thefalks@frontiernet.net

How to reach
the Editor

Museletter
Deadline
November 4, 2005
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South Region

South-Central Region

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

The only person you should ever compete with is yourself. You can’t hope for a fairer match. —Todd Ruthman

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

The Racine Public Library has started
its “First Wednesday of the Month”
open poetry readings again. The hours
are 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.

The Wildlife Refuge Bar in Kansasville
is still having its regular “First Monday
of the Month” poetry nights also. They
start at 8:00 PM and go to about 9:30-
10:00 PM. If you are in the area of either
of these poetry loving establishments,
please join us in reading and enjoying
each others’ poetry.

With all the summer vacations our
poets are a little hard to keep track of but
Joe Donalies, Steve Shelton, and Frank
Konieska have been making it to the
Author’s Echo writer’s group meetings
on a regular basis.

Frank Konieska spent the last week of
July in Rhinelander at the School of the
Arts on a scholarship he got from the
Wisconsin Regional Writers’
Association. Along with a short story
course, he took Ellen Kort’s “Poetry:
The Journey Within” class. He reports,
“Ellen has a way of making you connect
with the world and seems to pull the
power to write poetry out of the very soul
of a person.” He also states that as of
August 1st he has retired from 37 years
of making glass bottles and intends to
spend more time on his writing.
submitted by
Frank Konieska, South Regional VP

A repeat of the enormously successful
spring poetry workshop with Louis
Jenkins was held on Saturday, June 25th.
WFOP members from several different
chapters attended: Daniel Kunene, Sara
Parrell, and Nydia Rojas from South
Central; Linda Heintz, Dawn Mork, and
Helen Padway from East; Margaret Magle
from Northeast; and Elizabeth Keggi
from Central-Fox Valley.  Jenkins
presented writing exercises, discussion
sessions, and individual critiques, as

well as reading from his work. Like the
first one, this workshop was held at Avol’s
Books. Thanks are due to Jeannie
Bergmann for her time and energy in
organizing the event, and also for chipping
in her Avol’s receipts so Jenkins could
stay overnight at the Canterbury Inn.

Sunday,  July 17th marked the
thirteenth annual WFOP Invitational
Poetry Marathon, held at Olbrich Gardens
in Madison. Unfortunately Wisconsin
Poet Laureate Denise Sweet, scheduled
to appear, was unable to come to Madison
due to personal circumstances. Readers
in this three-hour annual event, in order
of appearance, were: Kathy Miner,
Wendy Vardaman, Judith Zukerman,
Ron Czerwien, Miriam Hall, Bruce
Dethlefsen, Roberta Fabiani, Nadine St.
Louis, Mary Wehner, Michael Koehler,
Ray Hsu, Richard Roe, Richard
Merelman, and Fran Rall. Fran Rall and
her husband Louis Rall once again
organized and hosted the marathon.  An
unexpected pleasure was coverage by
Channel 27 News! It’s not often that
poetry makes prime time!

Ray Hsu, a relatively new South-
Central member, has won the Gerald
Lampert Poetry Award, presented by the
League of Canadian Poets for the best
first book of poetry in Canada, for his
book Anthropy. This was announced in
June by Nightwood Editions. Ray’s book
was also short-listed for Ontario’s Trillium
Award for Poetry, and last fall selections
from it were published in Breathing Fire
II:  Canada’s New Poets. On June 23rd,
Ray traveled to Ottawa to read at the
Collected Works Bookstore.

Susan Elbe recently has  had poems
published in Ascent, North American
Review and Calyx.  Coming up in October,
she and Alison Townsend are scheduled
to be among a group of poets reading
from the anthology Kiss Me Goodnight:
Stories and Poems by Women Who Were
Girls When Their Mothers Died. Watch
for an email with details about that
reading.

Roberto Palombi’s poem “Ojibwe
Peninsula” was published in the summer
issue of Main Channel Voices.  Main
Channel Voices is a “dam fine literary
magazine” out of the North Country.
(That’s not a typo. See their Web site at
www.mainchannelvoices.com.)

John Lehman announces with pleasure
that the Cornerstone Theater in
Milwaukee has asked him to do a reading
of his one-person show “A Brief History
of My Tattoo” this fall. Details will be
made available to the membership by
email, or you may contact John at
santerra@aol.com.
submitted by
Kathy Miner, South-Central Regional VP

Patrick T. Randolph and his wife,
Gamze, attended the 2005 Rockford
Review  Gala, where Patrick was invited
to read his poetry. The event was an
absolutely wonderful celebration of
impressive poetry and short stories read
by a number of writers from all regions of
the states. Patrick recently had poetry
published in Bear Creek Haiku,
Bellowing Ark, Brevities, Free Verse,
Poetry Depth Quarterly, and TMP
Irregular. His poems also will  appear in
a future issue of Offerings Quarterly and
Oak Magazine.

Stacia Shaina Star, author of The
Poetess Within, was a guest on the Higher
Ground with Jonathan Overby show in
front of a studio audience on Wisconsin
Public Radio on August 13th. Six of her
poems from her book, The Poetess Within,
were featured. Ms. Star is a new member
of the WFOP and is looking forward to
interacting with other members.

Shoshauna Shy had a poem published
in Free Lunch, and received a bounty of
submissions (from over 30 states and 6
countries outside the U.S.) for her Poetry
Jumps Off the Shelf program. Poems on
the topic of written communication have
been (and will continue to be) produced
on java jackets for two coffee houses,
and on bookmarks for two independent
book stores, all in downtown Madison.
To learn more about this program, go to
www.PoetryJumpsOfftheShelf.com.

Dave Scheler had poems published in
both the spring and summer issues of the
Aurorean. He has two poems forthcoming
in Ship of Fools.

Lincoln Hartford, Castle Rock Lake,
has published his first collection of
poems, No Other Pie, online and in hard
copy print form. Online the collection
includes 32 poems, eight color photos

Mid-Central Region
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Take your work seriously but yourself lightly. —C.W. Metcalf

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

and songs sung by Hartford and his wife
Jan, which can be downloaded, from
www.lincolnhartford.com.  Printed
copies, including the photos, are available
from the author. The titles of the four
sections of the collection are “Choose
Peaches”,  “Where I Belong”,  “About
You” and “Seasons of our Heart.”  The
book is published by Boatlanding Press,
and is edited by Barbara Cranford.  A
CD of both poems and songs is in the
works.  Hartford will be performing from
the publication at various locations.

Poets from the Mid-Central Region in
the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2006
are:  Linda Aschbrenner, Barbara
Cranford, Bruce Dethlefsen, Joan
Wiese Johannes,   Mary Lou Judy, and
Philip Venzke.

Joan Wiese Johannes   has poetry in
the fall  issue of Wisconsin Trails
magazine.

Bruce Dethlefsen attended a poetry
workshop conducted by Thomas Lux.

 Barbara Cranford  attended the
School of the Arts and conducted a
poetry workshop in Adams County in
July.

Linda Aschbrenner attended a
program on Zen poetry. Poets in this
region with poetry in Free Verse #80 and
#81 are Barbara Cranford, Grace
Bushman, Laurie C. Pech-Daley, Bruce
Dethlefsen, Jeffrey Johannes,  and Joan
Wiese Johannes. Cathy Conger
sponsored a poetry contest  in  Free
Verse.

The Final Friday Poetry, Prose, and
Anything Goes Open Mic Night is held
the last Friday of the month at
Thimbleberry Used and Unusual Books,
166 S. Central Avenue, Marshfield, at 7
PM. All poets are invited to attend.
Regular readers at the event are Linda
Aschbrenner, Barbara Cranford, Kris
Rued-Clark, and Sue Twiggs.  The open
mic night will not be held in November or
December.

Linda Aschbrenner,  Michael Kriesel,
and Tom Montag celebrated Poets’ Day
Out  in Marshfield which included a tour
of the Poetry Trail. Tom wrote about the
day on his blog,
middlewesterner.typepad.com.

This fall, the Poetry Trail at the UW-
Marshfield/Wood County Arboretum
will feature poems by Michael Kriesel.

Michael read at the McMillan Coffeehouse
in Wisconsin Rapids on September 12th.

Diana Randolph, Drummond, will be
reading poetry on Saturday, October 8th at
1:30 PM at Jaques Art Center, 121 2nd
Street NW, in Aitkin, Minnesota. This is
part of a duo art exhibit titled “Beacons of
the Earth and Sky” which will include 30 of
Diana’s pastel and oil landscape paintings
on display September 9th-October 22nd
with the works of felt sculptor Birgit Wolff.
An artists’ reception will take place 1:00-
4:00 PM on October 8th with both artists
speaking and Diana reading poetry at 1:30
PM, followed by a felting demonstration
by Birgit.  Refreshments and music will be
part of the festivities.

WFOP is sponsoring poetry readings
the final Friday of each month at Espresso
Lane, a coffee shop in Baileys Harbor.
Recent readers have included Henry Timm,
Nancy Rafal, Ralph Murre, June Nirschl,
and Judy Roy.

Nancy Rafal and Judy Roy also read for
an Elderhostel group at the Hardy Gallery.

Kathryn Gahl was the featured reader
for June at the Neville Public Museum,
where Carol Rosewell hosts the readings
on the last Thursday of each month. Gahl
received an honorable mention  from the
Council of Wisconsin Writers and was a
finalist for the Hessen-Wisconsin Writers
Exchange. She participated in the Poetry
and Music Exhibition at the Appleton Art
Center and her poems appeared in Green
Hills Literary Lantern, Slipstream, and
the Appalachee Review.

Attending the Iowa Summer Writers
Workshop were Kathryn Gahl, June
Nirschl , and Judy Roy.

Barbara Larson’s latest book, All in
Good Season, was published recently .

Nancy Rafal and Michael Farmer
attended Ellen Kort’s summer class at The
Clearing. Ralph Murre attended Norb Blei
and Susan O’Leary’s class.  Murre has had
poems accepted by Backstreet Poets
Quarterly, Free Verse, the Peninsula Pulse,
Poetry Motel, and the Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar: 2006.

Mary Jo Stich received an Honorable
Mention in the 2005 contest sponsored by

Northwest Region

Northeast Region

the League of Minnesota Poets.
Sue DeKelver had poems accepted by

Lilliput Review, Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar: 2006, and Poetry Jumps off
the Shelf.  Her poetry was featured in the
Help of Door Co. annual report, and she
was the keynote speaker at the Door
County Writers Middle School Awards
program.

Three poems by Margaret Magle
appeared in the chapbook put out in
conjunction with the Compositions
Exhibit at the Appleton Art Center.
submitted by
Judy Roy & June Nirschl,
Northeast Regional VPs

“The Journey of Words”—Ellen Kort
will be teaching a seminar at Bjorklunden,
Lawrence University’s Center in Baileys
Harbor in Door County, October 16th to
24th. This workshop is for anyone who
wants to experiment and play with
language. For more information contact
Mark Breseman, director, (920)839-2216
or email: mark.d.breseman@lawrence.edu.

poeticdiversity published one of
Edward DiMaio’s poems in the August
issue (http://www.poeticdiversity.org).

Michael Kriesel ’s poems have
appeared recently  in Free Verse, Cup of
Poems, Wisconsin Academy Review, Iota,
Barbaric Yawp, Chiron Review,
Controlled Burn , and the Poetry Jumps
Off the Shelf Series. He recently finished
third in the Nerve Cowboy chapbook
contest.

Marilyn L.Taylor, Milwaukee Poet
Laureate, is leader of the Muskego Public
Library’s new Poetry Writing Workshop.
Dr.Taylor’s credentials are well known
to all Wisconsin poets, but to her many
poetic accomplishments must be added
her delightful personality and incredible
teaching style. Anyone interested in this
awesome opportunity to learn and enjoy
poetry from the best is welcome to join
us. The group meets from 6:30 PM to 8:30
PM on the fourth Tuesday of the month
through October, 2005. The workshop is
made possible by the Friends of Muskego
Public Library. For any questions, please
contact Jane Genzel at (262) 971-2105.

The Wasteland Poets (WFOP
members: Dale Ritterbusch, Liz

East Region
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Central-Fox Valley Region

The best-educated human being is the one who understands most about the life in which he is placed. —Helen Keller

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 5

Hammond, and Anjie Greene-Martin)
were the guest poets at the Conkey
Bookstore in Appleton on August 2nd.
They also are  scheduled to appear at the
Neville Public Museum in Green Bay on
August 25th. The Wasteland Poets will
host their second annual “Food for the
Heart & the Hungry Poetry Reading” on
Saturday, September 24th, at Martha
Merrill’s Books and Cafe in downtown
Waukesha. This is an open mic event and
food drive to benefit the Waukesha Food
Pantry. For details, see their website at:
www.wastelandpoets.com.

Mara Ptacek , Franklin, and CJ
Muchhala, Shorewood, had art pieces on
display in the “Compositions: Art, Poetry,
Music” Exhibit at the Appleton Art Center
during the month of July. Mara’s paper
sculpture featured two of her poems;
CJ’s mixed-media “book in a box” included
her India series of poems.

Charles P. Ries  has had poetry appear
in or accepted by: The War and Peace
Anthology a project of Oyster River Press,
X Magazine, AntHills 4, Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 2006, Sunpiper
Magazine, Zygote in my Coffee, Zen
Baby, Literary Revolution, Blow Back
Magazine, Ya’Sou Poetry, Exploding
Ink, Free Verse, Readers Are Leaders
USA, Cliffs Soundings, Latino Stuff
Review and Turk Magazine. His prose,
short stories and essays have been
accepted by or appeared in Barbaric
Yawp, WFOP’s Museletter, ART:MAG,
Iconoclast, and Wisconsin Review. His
poetry reviews have been accepted by or
appeared in: ART:MAG, Remark, Laura
Hird Review, Cynic Review, Fullosia,
Poets Market, ESC!, Blow Back, The
Moon, Blind Man’s Rainbow, Latino
Stuff Review, Word Riot, Monkey Kettle,
Chiron Review, TMPoetry, Lummox and
Free Verse. He was the featured reader at
the Neville Museum Poetry Night held
on July 28th at the Neville Art Museum
in Green Bay Wisconsin.

Stephen Anderson had his poem,
“Copper Dream”, (previously published
in Southwest Review) published in
Backstreet Poets Quarterly #2. He read
“On a Hot Afternoon in Jerusalem” at the
Appleton Art Center at a poetry reading
on June 23rd as part of the “Compositions:
Art, Poetry, Music” exhibit.

Cary Fellman, of Whitefish Bay,

recently attended the Green Lake Writer’s
Conference where she and freelance
editor Melanie Rigney co-presented a
seminar on Self-Publishing: Secrets
Revealed!

Cary Fellman is publisher of the non-
fiction book A Bend In The Road: One
Family’s Journey Through Cancer by
Sarah Ehrhardt. Her new book, Petite
Poems, is available for purchase (see
Poetry Publications elsewhere in
Museletter).

David Brostrom, Waukesha, gave a
workshop at the Pacific Northwest
Library Association Conference in Sitka,
Alaska on “Creative and Successful
Humanities Programs In Your Library.”
One of his prime examples was how the
Waukesha Public Library has used poetry
and poetry performances to draw people
into the library, and to promote prose. In
particular, he mentioned Tom Montag’s
National Poetry Month gig, the “Poetry
People” group (Barbara Bache-Wiig and
Janet Leahy ), Jean Feraca, “The
Wasteland Poets” (Anjie Greene-
Martin, Liz Hammond, Dale
Ritterbusch), and Alison Townsend.  All
of them have successfully inspired
Waukesha Public Library’s customers
with their poetry!

Poetry sizzles in the late summer heat
of the Chippewa Valley.   The Menomonie
Area Chippewa Valley Writers continue
to meet the third Wednesday of each
month and have been doing so for about
8 years. July 15th they participated in a
writing workshop led by Ellen Kort .

The Eau Claire Writers’ Group at the
Library has been meeting on the first
Thursday of the month for eighteen years.

July 20th local writers met at Eau Claire’s
Jade Garden for food, fun and poetry.

June 21st Eva Mewes and Sue Thibado
read poetry at the quarterly White Pine
meeting at the Downsville Creamery
Restaurant.  Eva read from her new
chapbook Musings that was published
in April. White Pine meets at equinox and
solstice to celebrate the changing
seasons with songs, stories, and poetry.
Sue  also did a reading at the Menomonie
School of the Arts for an artist’s opening
show and participated in the Arts Walk

West-Central Region

in downtown Menomonie where each
fourth Thursday of the summer months,
artists are asked to showcase their works
in cooperation with local businesses.
Her chapbook,  A Fifth Season ,was
recently published.

July 2nd, Sandra Lindow hosted an
open mic reading for speculative poets at
CONvergenceSF Convention in
Bloomington, Minnesota.

Dina St. Louis participated in the
Olbrich Gardens WFOP Invitational
Poetry Marathon in Madison, July 17th.
She will take part in a house-party poetry
reading at the home of Mel and Sally
Sundby on August 14th.

Candace Henneken has an agent for
her novel manuscript, Something of a
Farm.  Candace has had poems accepted
and published in Free Verse and Poetry
Motel.

Peg Lauber is completing work on her
chapbook, New Orleans Suite. It will be
published by Marsh River Editions later
this year.

Sandra Lindow had two poems in Lady
Churchill’s Rosebud Wristlet, a poem
and a recipe for “Pandora’s Pancakes” in
the Santa Clara Review and two poems
in the July and August Asimov’s .
Lindow’s poem, “Shoeless” won second
prize in the Free Verse “Choices” contest.

Steve Betchkal’s poem “Riddle of the
Seven Masks” has been accepted for
publication in Free Verse.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Jane-Marie Bahr, Menomonie, has
published two poems, “Spring” and
“April 9th: 12:07 A.M.”, in Free Verse.

On June 23rd  the Appleton Art Center
held a poetry reading hosted by Ia Bolz
as part of the exhibit “Compositions: Art,
Poetry, Music.” WFOP poets  Stephen
Anderson, Ia Bolz, Peter Sherrill and
Mary Wehner who were part of the exhibit
read their original poetry inspired by
visual art, music and other poetry. An
added feature was Peter Sherrill who
accompanied two poems read by Ia Bolz
with his jazz music.

On June 24th the Appleton Art Center
held a fusion of improvisational music,
art and poetry entitled “Live Synthesis:
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If you carry your childhood with you, you never become older. —Abraham Sutzkever

What’s Happenin’  from  page 4

Comma continues on page 11

An Artists’ Reception.”  WFOP poets
who participated included Elizabeth
Lewis, Margaret Magle, Carolyn
Muchala, Mara Ptacek  and Peter
Sherrill who entertained the audience
on his guitar.

On July 15th Ia Bolz hosted a Poetry
Slam at the Appleton Art Center as part
of the exhibit “Compositions: Art, Poetry,
Music.”

An upcoming event sure to please
poets and fans of poetry is the appearance
of the performance poetry troupe “3 Guys
From Albany” at Harmony Cafe in
Appleton at 7 PM on November 11th.
Using homemade musical instruments,
multi-voice presentation, audience
participation, props and unusual
soundscapes to present their personal
and politically committed poetry, “3 Guys
From Albany” have performed all over
the country as well as appearing on
National Public Radio. A  poetry slam
hosted by Ia Bolz will follow their
performance. So mark your calendars
now for a fun and unique night of poetry!

Ia Bolz was the guest poet and lead a
poetry workshop for middle school
children at the Oshkosh Youth Camp’s
Writer Camp on August 1st.
submitted by
Ia Bolz, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Michael Belongie recently has
received a grant from Johnson Bank of
Madison to distribute his new collection,
All Things Living, Mighty and Small, to
commemorate the tenth anniversary of
prairie restoration and the founding of
the Benedictine Life Foundation at St.
Benedict Center in Middleton,
Wisconsin. He is also the recipient of its
2005 Environmental Stewardship Award
at St. Benedict Center. See
www.wisconsinpoet.com for ordering
information.

Where to Put the F in Comma

A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds …
—Ralph Waldo Emerson, writer and philosopher (1803-1882)

… but the proliferation of incorrect punctuation, misspellings, typos, and other basic
grammatical errors is, nevertheless, distressing. Weird spellings and grammar used to be
the defining attributes of spam, but are increasing rapidly everywhere, with journalists and
copywriters as the worst offenders. Sadly, this has begun to penetrate poetry
publications as well. As the person responsible for retyping and formatting the Calendar
poems this year, I’d like to mention the most frequent bugaboos, as well as other dislikes
and “cringe factors” mentioned by writing instructors and editors of literary journals.
Yikes to Watch Out For
Many poets dispense with punctuation, capital letters, and other conventions of the
written language. Feel free to omit punctuation if you like, but watch for altered meanings.
Conversely, commas are frequently inserted unnecessarily: “eats, shoots, and leaves.”
And whether you punctuate or not, be consistent. It drives editors (and readers) crazy
trying to figure out why, in a poem with reasonably ordinary sentence structure, some
stanzas or lines are correctly punctuated and others are left partly or completely naked.
Capital Crimes
A similar consistency is preferred for capital letters: you can use normal capitalization,
capitalize the first letter of each line, or have no caps at all, but there ought to be some
rationale behind a desultory sprinkling. The William Blake school of Random
Capitalization is Passé. Note that capitalizing Spring, Autumn, and the like is also archaic.
Many novice poets are enamored of the lower-case first-person nominative singular
pronoun “i”; many poetry consumers perceive this as either affected and overly-precious
or disingenuously self-effacing, and best left to e.e. cummings.
Serial Killers
Remember that series, “one, two, and three,” correctly have commas following each
element; the one preceding “and” may be optional, but its inclusion is never incorrect. Its
omission, on the other hand, can have interesting results—as in the dedication To my
parents, Ayn Rand and God (!) When you have a series of phrases with internal commas,
use semicolons between the phrases instead of commas for clarity. Commas do not
replace conjunctions; semicolons replace conjunctions.
And You Can Quote Me
Quotation marks (“ ”) are used in actual quotes, of course, but also to indicate the writer’s
disbelief in the cited claim: a “delightful” surprise. In this country, terminal punctuation
precedes the quotation mark. A quote inside another quote takes single quotation marks (‘
’). Within quoted material, a mistake in grammar or spelling that you know better than to
make and want to draw attention to is indicated by [sic]—Latin for “thusly”—following
the offending expression.
Compounding Mistakes
Anyone is one word; no one is two. Any more was two words in recent memory, but
seems to have become one flesh these days, without passing through the hyphen’d state.
Anywhere and anybody are not, nor are everywhere, everybody, whatever, whenever,
however, forever, evermore, and nevermore. All right is two words. With two Ls.
Already is one with one. Many others are in limbo; as two-word terms get older and
wrinklier, they seem to first become hyphenated, and then coalesce into one word. Go
with your spell checker, spell-checker, or spellchecker, your favorite dictionary, or your
tastes. Hyphenations not only indicate compound words, but are always inserted when
using a phrase as an adjective or noun (state-of-the-art, how-to).
Dashing Through the Slush
Dashes are not hyphens! Dashes come in two flavors, em- (—) and en- (–). An em-dash
may be indicated by two hyphens (--); an en-dash is not indicated by anything other than
itself, and is only used for numbers (1–10) and dates (1885–1887). An em-dash is used to
indicate an aside, or a hesitation or break longer than that indicated by a comma,
semicolon, or colon—a very pregnant pause, so to speak. It is also frequently used by
inexperienced poets to embellish every other line break.
Speak On, Sweet Ellipsis
Ellipses … what would novice poets do without a myriad of these to insert not only at

F.J. Bergmann

Spring Conference 2006
April 21 and 22, 2006
Landmark Resort
Door County, Wisconsin

Mark your calendars...
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The moment may be temporary, but the memory is forever. —Bud Meyer

This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 2004-05.  For more information,
please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope  to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author

All in Good Season Poetry Barbara Larsen
Beach Road Press
11751 Beach Road
Sister Bay, WI 54234
$12.95 plus S/H $2.50

A Fifth Season Chapbook Sue Thibado
thibadow@uwstout.edu
$7.00

Haiku: A Point of Light Poetry William Charlesworth
P.O. Box 599
Stockholm, WI 54769
$10.00 includes shipping

Images of a Complex World: Poetry Robin Chapman & Julien Clinton Sprott
The Art and Poetry of Chaos To order contact:

Robin Chapman
205 N. Blackhawk Avenue
Madison, WI 53705
www.worldscibooks.com/chaos/5882.html
$34.00

The Last Time Chapbook Charles Ries
Published by
THE MOON
P.O. Box 3444
Tucson, AZ 85722

Petite Poems Poetry Cary Fellman
303 E. Henry Clay Street #301
Milwaukee, WI 53217
(414) 963-1514
cfellman@netwurx.net
$4.00 includes shipping

The Poetess Within Poetry Stacia Shaina Star
ISBN: 1932672877
(608) 838-5006
www.thepoetesswithin.com
www.outskirtspress.com/star
starlynx@charter.net or
sales@thepoetesswithin.com
$17.95

No Other Pie E-Chapbook Lincoln Hartford
W5188 38th Street
New Lisbon, WI 53950
(608) 562-5840
linchart@jvlnet.com
www.lincolnhartford.com
$8.00 includes shipping

Sailor on a Greyhound E-Chapbook Michael Kriesel
www.tmpoetry.com
Click on “Chaps”
Free

Three Poems Poetry Broadside Michael Kriesel
www.sunnyoutside.com

Poetry Publications
The WFOP exists for the creation,

promotion and dissemination of poetry
in the state of Wisconsin.  To that end, it
is appropriate for the Fellowship to
sponsor events of a literary nature.  Such
events may serve as fundraisers, or may
be used to promote other literary goals.
Ordinarily, the Fellowship will only
commit its funds to such sponsorship
after consideration and approval by the
Board of Directors.

Occasionally, a sponsorship
opportunity may become available before
the next scheduled Board meeting. If
such opportunity clearly promotes the
goals of the Fellowship, and requires
commitment of Fellowship funds before
the Board can reasonably meet, the
following procedure may be used:

The event promoter will contact the
Fellowship president and request
sponsorship of the proposed event.  The
request will include, at a minimum,

•the locations(s) and date(s) of the
event;

•the speaker, instructor, or other
featured guest, with a biographic
sketch;

•the cost to the Fellowship; or, if a
fundraiser, the potential for loss;

•the degree of interest among likely
participants;

•the cost to the participants; and
•the significance of this event to the
poetry community, if not obvious.

If the president agrees with the request,
(s)he will communicate with the other
officers (vice president, secretary,
treasurer) and the affected regional vice
president either by telephone or email.  If
a majority of officers available agree, the
Fellowship may commit funds to sponsor
the event.

Such sponsorship will be reported at
the next regularly scheduled Board
meeting.  The Board will be asked to
affirm the sponsorship decision.  If the
Board elects not to affirm the decision, an
alternate disposition for the event must
be decided at the same Board meeting.

This fast-track procedure will not be
used to commit more than one thousand
dollars ($1,000.00) of Fellowship funds.

Proposed Policy
WFOP Sponsorship of
Literary Events

Policy continues page 13
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Markets
Judith Zukerman  • PO Box 5442 • Madison, WI 53705-0442 • jzukerman7@earthlink.net

One of life’s joys is learning. I am still learning how to make this newsletter markets column useful to WFOP members since
it can’t be timely like WFOP’s website. Thanks to a member’s idea, I looked at what publications are currently publishing
members work and selected a few.

Main Channel Voices: A Dam Fine Literary Magazine, P.O.Box 492, Winona, MN 55987-0492   http://
www.mainchannelvoices.com/submissions.htm   Co-editors: Carol Borzyskowski, Nancy Kay Peterson.
Submission deadlines are 10/30, 1/30, 4/30, and 7/30. Submissions arriving after closing date considered for next issue. Only
electronic submissions accepted. Submit 2-3 sentence bio and 3-5 poems pasted in email (no attachments opened). Space is a
consideration. Limit poetry to 38 lines including blank lines. Prose poems accepted, nothing overly sentimental or old
fashioned. Quirky sense of humor. Soft-headed about river poems. Sample $5 Subscription (4 issues) $25. Journal began in
2004. Website highlights some poems but send for sample (includes much more). Read 2 of 3 issues. Good journal to explore.
University of Wisconsin-Madison Memorial Library Special Collections (Hours M-F, 9 to 5)

The Fourth River : Nature and Culture, Chatham College, Woodland Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15232, Editor: Marc Nieson (as of
August, 2005).
As of August 4, 2005, I couldn’t access current website but I reviewed 2005 copy ($10) which was impressive and included a
WFOP member. I met with Marc Nieson on July 29th. Nieson gave me the following information. The Fourth River is
interested in literature that represents, engages, and explores the relationship between the human world and the natural
environment. We want work...thoughtful but not cautious, daring but richly situated at the confluence of place, space and
identity. Send your best unpublished poetry (up to 10 pages) fiction and nonfiction (25 pages). Include name, address, phone
number, email contact and title of work on first page of submission. An electronic version will be required for all accepted
submissions. Guidelines also available at: fourthriver.chatham.edu/submission.html   Postmark Deadline: October 15th, 2005.

Phoebe: A Journal of Literary Arts, MSN 2D6, George Mason University, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030-4444
(703) 993-2915  phoebe@gmu.edu   http://www.gmu.edu/pubs/phoebe/aboutus.html   Poetry Editor: Heather Pollack.
Faculty Advisor: Eric Pankey.
Phoebe seeks quality writing, no formulaic writing or greeting card poetry. Read mission statement, order back issues. All
poetry submissions must be typed. Send to Poetry Editor. Phoebe prides itself on supporting up-and-coming writers, whose
style, form, voice, and subject matter demonstrates a vigorous appeal to the senses, intellect, and emotions of our
readers...We insist on openness...we welcome both experimental and conventional prose and poetry,...we insist on being
entertained...the work must capture and hold our attention, whether it be potent language...poem or...narrative mechanics
...short story. University of Wisconsin-Madison Memorial Library Special Collections

David Messineo, Sensations Magazine, P.O.Box 90, Glen Ridge, NJ 07028.
This magazine is worth exploring. They outline topics for next several years in hard copies magazines (not on website at time
column prepared). (University of Wisconsin-Madison, Memorial Library Special Collections). Mission Statement Excerpt (see
website) “Sensations Magazine offers...full-year annual subscribers opportunity: for publication...critical feedback...poetry
and fiction; for challenging themselves by writing new material on themes we provide; for learning about American
history...research retreats...events...offerings...poetry, music, dance...” Poetry Submissions Fall 2005 Poetry Contest: “The 2004
Presidential Election: One Year Later  First Place: $20 +1 Free Supplement; Second Place: $10 + 1 Free Supplement. Postmark
Deadline: Saturday, October 1, 2005. Got something to say about the 2004 Presidential election? Here’s your chance to share
it with the world. Bush, Kerry, the other candidates, the election process, the mood and feel of the country one year later—all
are fair game, provided you tackle them in riveting poetry. The Fall 2005 “Election” Supplement will be something new: first of
several Sensations Magazine seasonal supplements (not full issues). Only 10-15 poems selected for publication, may be more
than one poem per page.  Bios not included. See website: www.sensationsmag.com/submitpoetry.htm contest rules, fees,
requirements. Fees can be provided for if financial hardship.

Irish Stew, 638 Eighth Street, Menasha, WI 54952  email lulutwigg@yahoo.com   Editor, Joanne Flemming
Quarterly poetry publication, began 2004, seeks poems with upbeat attitude—any style, any theme, rhymed or unrhymed, 16
lines max. Doesn’t have to be Ireland or Irish. Send submissions, SASE, or email. Poems must be in body of email.
Attachments not accepted. Reports within month. Payment copies. Uses 8 to 10 poems on single 8 1/2 x 11 sheet. Distributed
eastern Wisconsin libraries, writers’ conferences and by mail. Sample, send SASE. Subscriptions, starting Winter, 2005, $7
year.

One does not make friends. One recognizes them. —Garth Henrichs
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Art Inspired Poems
PRETTY PINK FLOWERS
(inspired by Jane Salisch’s fiber art, “Orchids
On The Table”)

Uncle James always had orchids on his table
Of course, to me they were just pretty pink flowers

I didn’t know their rightful name
I was only eight

Uncle James had an entire hot house filled with them
He babied the orchids all year ’round

And come spring, Uncle James gathered the best ones up
And headed to the big city for the orchid show

No one stood a chance to win a blue ribbon
When Uncle James’ orchids were in the competition

He brought that blue ribbon home every, single year
As long as I can remember

Yup, the pretty pink flowers were his pride and joy
Petals like velvet

The blue ribbons were minor consolations
For his labor-intense toiling in his hot house

Seventy-five and Uncle James could still grow
The prettiest orchids on his table

---------------Ia Bolz, Appleton

Poems by Our Membership / Wendy Vardaman, Editor

THE MILWAUKEE ROAD DAVID KNOWLTON 1995

Far from the Milwaukee beaches along the lake
where Poles and Germans took their beer
and sausages after Mass on Sundays,
the Rockies rise looking like our old
paint by number sets-the top of the world there
above the tree line, only the bottom fringed
with firs, the railbed blasted from sheer drops.
How many Chinese or Irish did this line claim, who
cartwheeled thousands of feet? How long
did they keep on screaming? So long
the men left paralyzed along the ledge
could no longer hear them-only echoes,
echoes, echoes? Then they turned around
with their sledgehammers and blasting caps
and without a word went silently back
to the task at hand-another line through
the uninhabited vastness until even that
was inhabited if only by unmarked granite graves.

---------------Peg Lauber, Eau Claire

Theme for Winter issue:
“Getting and Spending”
Deadline: Friday, November 4, 2005

GEORGIA’S INHERITANCE
Written after viewing “Turkey Feathers
in an Indian Pot” by Georgia O’Keefe, 1935

It is slow work. The potter’s
Thick brown fingers work the clay
Find the shape hidden in the lump
Set it in the kiln and wait.

The bowl is water, is earth.
Black fire gleams from its belly
When Georgia turns it
In the light. It will do.

A woman plucks the bird
Readies it for water, for smoke.
When she moves from stove to table
The feathers on the dirt floor stir.

There is only one peacock feather.
The goose feathers are too pure. Georgia’s
Thin brown hands hover,
Alight on a trio of turkey feathers
Nondescript, plain as the sand in moonlight.

It is slow work coaxing this pot, these feathers
From her oils. She is forty-eight, and patient.

The pot emerges
Smooth as a stone for grinding corn.
Unlike her flagrant flowers, the turkey feathers
Rise in dark simplicity,
A totem for the clan of unnamed women.

------------CJ Muchhala, Shorewood
Originally published in
Comstock Review

YOUNG ART

Stick people with heads bigger
than bodies
Houses bold with window eyes
and a front door mouth
Drawings made in Kindergarten
magnetically attached to
Refrigerator sides and front.

------------Ruth Sellnow, Watertown
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Submit poems to:
Wendy Vardaman, 2336 Monroe Street, Madison, WI 53711 OR   tadubois@facstaff.wisc.edu

(No Attachments, Please)
Membership status must be current to be considered for publication on these pages.

PAPER BOXES

A particular air
tucks within walls
of origami boxes.

Something like
Hiroshima
trapped

between your ears.
We fold
our stress

on daintiest things.
Things to handle carefully
with a delicate touch.

------------Peter Whalen, Milwaukee

NIGHTHAWKS IN CHICAGO

seeing it through Hopper’s eyes
makes all the difference

I am there
on that quiet street
looking through that window
detached
analytic

observing lives
observing life
observing how
together
we’re each
alone

---------Barbara Larsen, Sister Bay

THE ROAD TO ART

I thought I took the free road to art,
all the way from Madison

to the Art Institute of Chicago.
First I drove over to Milwaukee

then down the interstate to Illinois
where the 45 cuts off

and,
with a few stop lights,
all the way to the loop.

No tolls.
It was no admission day at the institute too

and a room full of Renoir and Monet.
Soft color

to free my mind from
the grind

of the work days.
But my off day was also Tuesday,

a work day for others,
and I forgot that the road back

had the push
of people

trying to get away too.
Their rush home combining with mine

creating traffic clogging the mind
recently freed by art.

----Philip Wissbeck, Middleton

RIOT
(On Riot, sculpture by Deborah Butterfield)

In the riotous coming together of you,
no horseflesh, but old Texaco station “T”;
nor Texas tea nor oat nor hay burned
in the transport of spirit
from salvage yard of tortured steel
to bluegrass of Elysian field.
What god is this, or goddess,
that can create from tornado twisted tumult
and with torch wielded, weld
this elemental equine?
What wand is waved to bring alive
this alloy, so brave and fairly fused?
Of what steely something
can bridle be built
to control the manner of this mare?
Of what miracle stuff, the harness
that can contain the energy
breathing
in this red riot?
Contain her not, I ask, lest
mere metal she become, and joyless junk.

 -------------Ralph Murre, Sturgeon Bay

PEEP SHOW

It is the perfect day to hunt slime mold
in The Garden of Earthly Delights,
a glut of species Bosch painted
among the birds and berries.
Crows wing their way above a still pool
where naked women bathe,
their ripe nipples stealing the eye.
In the shade of a giant pomegranate,
a man who has a huge blueberry head
plants lipless kisses on an eager girl.
Toes curled, she tells me I am
on the right path and smiles
dreamily toward couples plucking
the sweet fuzzy blur of strawberries.
Heart aflutter, I get down on my knees
and blunder through the underbrush
into the odd beauty
of a green heron poking its crested head
amid the oiled motion of buttocks.
I discover hot-pink horns of slime mold
wiggling under skirts of leafy liverwort,
wanton and picturesque.

-------------Jeffrey Johannes, Port Edwards
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True love begins when nothing is looked for in return. —Antoine de Saint-Exupery The Wisdom of the Sands

BNthe
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oetry
by Diana Randolph

Reach To Your Community and
Beyond With Your Poetry

•••••••••

Nut and Bolts continues on page 12

Whenever you share your poetry there’s a potential to
inspire others. Besides submitting to publications, try
different ways to reach a new audience. Daydream about
new venues for sharing your poetry. New ideas may arise
first thing in the morning before getting out of bed. If you’re
in a writing group take time together to brainstorm ways to
share your writing in your community and beyond.

Working With Children
Do you enjoy working with children and/or teens?

Schools often host visiting writers. Telephone your local
middle school/high school to find out names of English
teachers.  Mail them your resumé and some poetry samples.
They may phone you when a special event comes up where
your writing may fit in.

One time during a Dr. Seuss festival I read poetry in my
local school’s library to two different groups of elementary
students. We then did a writing exercise and some
individuals shared their writing aloud.

Another time I lead a 6 week poetry/art club for elementary
kids during an after school program. Besides sharing some
of my own poetry and artwork the kids wrote and painted.
We displayed their poems and paintings in the hallways
during National Poetry Month and held a reading in the
auditorium with their classmates as the audience.

Some schools have a budget for gifted and talented
programs and may pay a small stipend for your visits. If your
local arts council offers matching grants try teaming up with
your school and develop a budget for a poetry event. For
school visits, bring along bio sheets/brochures about
yourself to distribute. If you have chapbooks available for
purchase and/or a website include that information.

Town/city librarians may also organize literary events and
programs for children. Mail a letter with program ideas and a
resumé or brochure to libraries in your region. Don’t forget
to follow up with phone calls.

Resorts, community centers and museums often hold
programs for children. Approach program coordinators
during winter before they plan summer activities.

Visit Your Local Chamber of Commerce
Browse through your local Visitor Center for ideas of

where you may share your poems. Collect brochures of
places, organizations and events. Many organizations or
clubs invite guest speakers to their meetings.

Make a list of friends who are members of organizations or
clubs. Try contacting them directly about sharing your
poetry during a meeting. If you have chapbooks available for
purchase be sure to bring them along to public readings.

Share Poems One on One
Memorize some of your poems so they are at the tip of

your tongue to share with others spontaneously whenever
the opportunity arises.

Recently at my doctor’s office I heard that she had started
writing poetry. When I asked my doctor about this she
beamed and recited me a poem written for a friend’s birthday.
The poem sent tingles up my arms (a friend of mine calls
them affirmation tingles). I told my doctor it was a great
poem and encouraged her to submit it to a publication
because it would inspire many other people.

Who Is Your Audience?
Look over your poems and group them together in themes.

Perhaps you have a stack of winter poems. Then your
audience may be people who love winter activities. If you
specialize in nature poems share your poetry at a natural
history museum. Do many of your poems include animals? I
once read aloud several poems of mine about my dog for a
local animal shelter fund-raiser. Perhaps your poems would
fit right in to the opening ceremonies of a bike or ski race, an
art festival or a winter festival.

Reach Beyond Your Community

Several years ago while attending a writer’s conference
one of the presenters, Jane Arnold used the word REACH
during her presentation. She encouraged writers to REACH
out with their work by submitting to online markets. Two she
recommended were: http://www.woodenhorsepub.com and
http://directory.google.com/Top/Arts/Writers_Resources/
Markets/  “Your writing has universal themes; therefore,
people around the world will be able to relate to it. REACH
by taking risks and by writing about unique things,” she
said.

For example, she mentioned my poem “Tracks in the
Snow,” from In the Heart of the Forest, which I had read
aloud for the open mic the previous night. Arnold explained
that the death of a beloved pet is a universal theme.
Referring to the description of my dog’s footprints in the
snow, she said, “Notice the details of the world around
you.”

On Air and Email
Would you like radio listeners to hear your poems? Make

a list of your favorite public radio stations and announcers.
Write to an announcer directly and include several poems.
Every April I send 4 poems to Eric Schubring of WOJB-FM
in celebration of National Poetry Month. It’s fascinating to
hear poems read by someone with a distinguished radio
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The family fireside is the best of schools. —Arnold H. Glasow

line breaks, but also at the slightest provocation? Fortunately, the supply eventually gives out and neophytes have to start using mundane
punctuation, unless they are practicing for time-travel to the 19th century. Ellipses are used to indicate omitted material or an unfinished
sentence, and are correctly used … with a space fore and aft. They can easily be achieved by Option-; for you Mac fans.
Adjective Viewpoint
When more than one adjective modifies a noun, the use of a comma between them is determined by whether the adjectives all modify the
same thing to the same degree. If all the adjectives can be omitted without changing the essential point of the sentence, there should be
commas between all of them, but any adjective critical to interpretation should not be preceded by a comma, e.g. The small, dirty children
cried every night. vs. The small, dirty orphaned children cried for their mother. If all the adjectives are required for clarity, no commas
should be used: lower-case first-person nominative singular pronoun.
For Your Protection
Misplaced apostrophes are my pet peeve of all time—outside the political arena, that is. Apostrophes indicate a possessive or a
contraction. Instances of misuse are so bountiful as to make samples unnecessary, but for a plethora of read-’em-and-weeps, see
apostropheprotection.org, a laudable institution that deserves your support. I’m only going to say that ’s at the end of a word makes it a
possessive or a contraction of _______ is, not a plural; that ’til and till are the only accepted variations of until—you may not have your
double L and apostrophe too; and that it’s is not, never, a possessive: it is only, now and forevermore, a contraction of it is. Remember that
no possessive pronoun ever contains an apostrophe—their is a possessive, they’re is a contraction of they are, and there is somewhere else.
Recommended Reading

The Well-Tempered Sentence, The Transitive Vampire, The Deluxe Transitive Vampire, Out of the Loud Hound of Darkness, and
anything else by Karen Elizabeth Gordon

Eats, Shoots & Leaves* by Lynne Truss
A Manual of Style (I’ve got the Chicago Twelfth Edition, Revised, but any of them should do just fine)

A dictionary—the bigger, the better; the ne plus ultra being the OED

* Regrettably, the jacket of Eats, Shoots & Leaves  itself contains (in my opinion) two errors, which demonstrates Murphy’s Law of
Finger-Pointing: any letter, essay, or book about errors will itself contain at least one glaring example of the type deplored within. When
you find mine, gloat to your heart’s content.

Comma  from  page 5
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A good reputation is better than fame. —Louis Dudek

voice.
Schubring interviewed me on the

radio by phone after hearing about the
following experience:  Last fall I had
started to write a poem to a friend who
was depressed after the presidential
election. I planned to title it “Beacons
of Hope” and started by including
hopeful images from his surroundings.
I then came across a fascinating article
in the December 2004 issue of
Astronomy magazine. It described an
Iraqi in Baghdad who began
stargazing as a child during the Iran/
Iraq War when city lights were
extinguished and the stars above
became visible for the first time. Even
in the midst of bombing in the current
war this Iraqi named Ra’ad, who is
now a civil engineer, climbed once
again to his rooftop with a telescope
between bombings to gaze at the stars
which became beacons of hope.

That story inspired me so much that
I included Ra’ad and his star-gazing in
my poem. After sharing the poem with
my depressed friend, on a whim I
emailed the poem along with a note of
appreciation to Astronomy  magazine.
Within several days, the copy editor
forwarded my email and poem to the
writer of the stargazer article. The
writer forwarded it to Ra’ad in Iraq.
Ra’ad forwarded it to a dozen of his
friends and one, a woman who lives in
upstate New York, sent me a reply.
Since then, I’ve received several
emails directly from Ra’ad who has
escaped to Switzerland with his family
after being kidnapped and held
hostage in Iraq.

By sharing your writing via email,
you may reach audiences in
unexpected places and form new
friendships. Poetry has the potential to
bridge gaps between cultures. Don’t
hold back. Reach to your community
and beyond with your poetry.

Diana Randolph lives in rural
Drummond and is author of In the
Heart of the Forest, a chapbook of her
poetry and paintings. Her next “Nuts
and Bolts of Poetry” column will be
titled “Planning and Promoting a
Poetry Reading.” She may be reached
at oiabms@cheqnet.net and her
paintings may be viewed at
www.portalwisconsin.org.

Board Considering Several New Policies
At the summer Board meeting, several proposed policies were slated for

consideration at the fall conference. We welcome members’ comments and
questions. Please feel free to direct comments/questions to your regional vice
president.

Poets’ Calendar Sales on Amazon.com
We are looking into the feasibility of offering the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar for

sale on the amazon.com website. There are discounts and postage charges to take
into consideration. Our Calendar business manager, Michael Farmer, is gathering
details. Anyone with experience dealing with amazon.com will be welcome in the
discussions. Please let us know if you’ve had good or bad experiences with this
vendor.

“Scholarship” Drawing
One of our members suggested we hold a drawing at every conference, in which

each new member has one chance for a “scholarship” (free registration) at the next
conference. The Board liked the idea, but wanted to expand the pool of “names in
the hat” to include both new members and everyone who did an “early
registration” for the conference. We haven’t decided whether to implement this
yet. We welcome comments and criticisms.

Treasurer Bonding
One Board member proposed that we use Fellowship funds to bond the

treasurer. Simply put, this is an insurance policy of sorts. In the event that
Fellowship funds are lost due to the treasurer’s misdeeds, the Fellowship is
protected financially. We haven’t had any quote on the price yet. We hope to
have one by the fall conference.

PayPal Payment Options
Another of our members suggested that we set up an account with PayPal. This

is an online payment-handling firm. Having such an account would let members
make online payments for dues, conference registration, and merchandise such as
mugs and T-shirts. The Fellowship would have funds deposited directly to our
account. There is a fee for each transaction. We’ll gather quotes and consider this
at the fall Board meeting.

Event Sponsorship Policy
The Fellowship recently sponsored several classes by noted poet Louis Jenkins.

Each was a success, and the Fellowship made a tiny profit from them. However,
the organizer needed Fellowship backing, as they could not afford to take on this
financial risk alone. The problem was that the class had to occur before the next
Board meeting, when such a proposal would ordinarily be considered. In order to
avoid such a problem in the future, the Board is considering an event-sponsorship
policy that speaks to this kind of decision-making. It is published elsewhere in the
Museletter. We welcome your comments and suggestions.
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If you don’t want anyone to know, don’t do it. —Chinese Proverb

Meet Your Poetry Page Editor:
Wendy Vardaman

I’ve been writing poetry since a 3rd grade assignment
touched off an ode to a duck and several dozen other pieces.
My parents are southern, both theater majors—there was a
lot of drama in the house. My father started reciting poetry
to my brother and me when we were very young. I think I
became a poet so that I could read out loud once in awhile—
he never let us. Although I didn’t keep up the initially
promising production, I wrote in fits and starts through high
school and college, concluding there that I wanted to be a
poet, much to my parents’ horror, then promptly ceasing to
write for the next ten years during graduate school and a job
teaching “Interdisciplinary Writing” at the University of
Washington-Seattle.
    While I hold a PhD in English from the University of
Pennsylvania and an MA from the University of Virginia, I
started as a Civil Engineer at Cornell University and didn’t
formally switch to English until grad school, although I
signed up for two concurrent classes my last semester at
Cornell—a survey of Southern Literature,very useful for a
1st generation Northerner, and a grad seminar in Linear
Programming I rarely attended. I managed to pass the
latter—how I don’t know—but can’t remember a thing about
it! I never held a job as an engineer, but Cornell wasn’t a
total loss. I took my first and only creative writing classes
there, and also met my husband, Tom DuBois, now professor
of Finnish and Folklore in the Scandinavian Department at
the UW-Madison. Besides living in Charlottesville,
Philadelphia—where our oldest was born, and Seattle, the
birthplace of our younger two children, we spent two years
in Helsinki, Finland.
    I went to grad school with the idea that I’d be able to earn
a living as an English  professor while writing poetry, but
somehow never managed to write much poetry at Penn or at
the University of Washington. Between my stint studying
engineering, the English PhD, and the years I worked with
myriad social studies courses at Seattle’s Interdisciplinary
Writing Program, however, I’ve had a little academic training
in a lot of fields.
    I started writing poetry in earnest when I quit teaching
eleven years ago to stay at home with my children—now 15,
12, and 9. I write mostly formal poetry,  which somehow
comes naturally, I think, as a means to control the domestic
chaos that inspires much of my work. At any rate I enjoy the
tension of one pulling at the other, though I admit to an
obsession with sonnets that goes back to having them first
explained to me in a Junior High English class, and I also
enjoy creating forms of my own. I’ve never quite persuaded
myself to go back to teaching or some other paying job, even
after the children all became school-aged. I consider myself
post-employed. In addition to managing my busy family’s
schedule, activities and home, as well as writing every day, I
volunteer at multiple schools, my parish, the Young
Shakespeare Players in which my daughter participates, and
our Neighborhood Association’s Council.
     I also have a variety of hobbies, mostly self-taught, which
I cycle in and out of: cooking, painting and drawing, sewing,
knitting, and playing a number of musical instruments. For

the last five years I’ve been teaching myself to play the
violin—not so easy as teaching oneself the guitar! Two
years ago I became a devotee of exercise—running,
swimming, yoga, and weightlifting—which has diminished
the time I have for some of my other interests, but benefitted
my poetry. I bike and walk a fair bit, too, since Tom and I
have never owned a car—something of a challenge with
children. And I’ve always been a compulsive reader. We
read out loud to the kids a lot (sometimes they read too!)—
from Beowulf to Shakespeare to Dickens to Harry Potter. My
favorite poets are Hopkins, Dickinson, Auden, Frost, and
Moore; I tend to read more canonical than contemporary
verse, but am very fond of Kay Ryan and Matthea Harvey. I
still like to read about science and math, too, although I take
a mostly metaphorical interest in those subjects.
Five years ago, my family moved to Madison from Seattle.
Shortly after frightening the neighbors by painting our
house a variety of bright colors inside and out, I joined the
WFOP.  I feel very fortunate to make Wisconsin, a state with
such an active poetry community, my home, and to write as a
member of that community, rather than as a solitary poet; I
am grateful to serve as the Museletter’s poetry editor which
has allowed me to get to know the incredibly varied and
inspiring work of many of the organization’s members, and
has taught me how much I enjoy editing.
    In addition to being the poetry editor, I also write regularly
appearing reviews and interviews for Free Verse, another
admirable venue for Wisconsin’s poets. Besides the
Museletter and Free Verse, I’ve published poems in Poetry
Jumps Off the Shelf, The Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar, Cup of
Poems, Portland Literary Review Journal, Pivot, and Edge
City Review, among others, and have been part of readings
in Madison, such as the Olbrich Gardens’ Poetry Marathon,
the Winter WFOP series at Avol’s Bookstore, and the
Madison Book Festival. Two of my poems have been
recognized in WFOP contests; in 2004 I received an
Honorable Mention in the Council for Wisconsin Writers’
Lorine Niedecker contest.
    My ambitions, poetic and otherwise, include
experimenting further with form, taking a ballet class, getting
to know more of our state’s poets and poetry, painting
again, running a marathon, writing more reviews, and
learning how to ice skate, a very useful skill to have in
Wisconsin!

Amounts greater than one thousand dollars require full Board
approval.

This procedure will not be used to circumvent the usual Board
approval process. If an event could have been brought to the
Board in a timely fashion, but was not, this “fast-track” process
should not be used.

Policy from  page 6



14

Fiscal Fourth Quarter Financial Report

April 1, 2005 through June 30, 2005
General Account: submitted by Nancy Rafal, treasurer
Balance April 1, 2005 $40,793.52

Income: Dues $3,227.00
Museletter Advertisement 100.00
Jenkins workshop 1,000.00
Mugs/shirts 339.00
’05 Calendar 2,626.55
’05 Spring Conference 2,692.00
Misc. 318.95
Total Income: $10,303.50

Expenses: Museletter $1,247.15
Jenkins workshop 1,000.00
VP reimbursement CN 11.10
Spring Conference ’05 6,626.82
Spring Conference ’06-reserv 250.00
Bank Charges 22.25
Fall Conference ’05-reserv 1,000.00
Misc. (postage) 100.05
Misc. (other) 430.00
Total Expenses: ($10,687.37)

Closing Statements Balance on June 30, 2005 $40,409.65
Outstanding Checks as of June 30, 2005

#1012-#1022 Student Contest $145.00
($145.00)

Adjusted Balance as of June 30, 2005 $40,264.65
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Susan Kileen & Judy Kolosso, Literary Fund Co-Chairs
Balance April 1, 2005 $1,692.14

Income: Total Income: $00.00

Expenses: Muse Trophy ($190.19)
Muse Cash Awards (375.00)
Lunch (1st place winner) (18.00)
Supplies (12.76)
Total Expenses: ($595.95)

Balance June 30, 2005 $1,096.19

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance April 1, 2005 $9,396.51

Income: Calendar Sales $772.83
Repayment from Gen. Acct.
for ’05 Fall Conf Reservation 1,000.00
Total Income: $1,772.83

Expenses: Disbursement to Gen. Acct. $2,626.55
Postage-USPS 14.17
Postage-stamps 37.00
Returns postage 3.00
Mailing products-labels 23.19
Credit Card Reservation ’05
Spring Conference 1,000.00
Mailing Supplies-mailers 303.91
Total Expenses: ($4,007.82)

Closing Balance on June 30, 2005 $7,161.52

Fiscal year is April 1 to March 31 to coincide with our federal tax filing.

Wisconsin Book Festival
Call for Participation in “Wisconsin
Publishers Showcase”

Following D.C.’s National Book Festival, September 24th,
where Wisconsin participates in the Pavilion of States,
coordinated by the Library of Congress-Centers for the Book,
Wisconsin authors, poets, and publishers will share words,
art, and books with the public for three hours as part of the
state’s book festival in Madison. Mary “Casey” Martin,
president of Wisconsin Center for the Book (WCFB) worked
with Shoshauna Schey, (aka poet, Shoshauna Shy) publisher
of Woodrow Hall Editions and an employee of Wisconsin
Humanities Council, for another Wisconsin literary event
slated for Friday, October 14th. Publishers, authors and poets
interested in participating in the state event should contact
Shy (for poetry) at: sschey@wisc.edu and Martin (other
genre) at: casey@homebrewpress.com. Other WCFB board
members and Shy teamed up to coordinate “Wisconsin
Publishers Showcase” from 3:30 -6:30 p.m. at Memorial
Library, located at 728 State Street, which is the main library
on UW-Madison campus and the state’s largest library.

Woodrow Hall Editions is hosting an Open Mic for poets
who want to read a poem that inspired them and the
subsequent poem that was inspired. This Open Mic will take
place on Saturday, October 15th at 1:00 PM at Michelangelo’s
Coffee House, 114 State Street as part of the Book Festival.

It is often easier to fight for principles than to live up to them. —Adlai E. Stevenson

Year Round Door County Retreat
South Nest in the Boreal Forest

Nice three bedroom home just north of Baileys Harbor.
Rent the whole place or just one room. Close to The
Ridges Sanctuary, Cana Island, and Bjorklunden.
Weekend and weeklong rental. Renew your energies in
nature’s quiet. For information contact Nancy Rafal at
mrsticket@dcwis.com or (920) 839-2191.

Wisconsin Writers Conference
Seeks Participants

The Wisconsin Writers Conference is seeking participants
for its June 9 & 10, 2006 conference at UW-Baraboo/Sauk
County. You may participate by attending, presenting a
paper, reading your creative writing (poetry, fiction, drama
and non-fiction), and/or by organizing panel discussions
about the culture and literature of Wisconsin. We would
especially like to hear from high school English teachers who
wish to speak about teaching young Wisconsin writers.
Students, both graduate and undergraduate, are also invited
to participate.

Please plan now to attend and/or to submit paper
proposals. Sessions are one-hour long and are generally
comprised of three presentations along with a question-and-
answer period OR three fifteen-minute papers or readings.
Deadline for submissions will be October 31, 2005.
Submission guidelines will be available September 1, with
selections made before the end of the year. The conference
will begin at 9 AM Friday, June 9th and end at noon,
Saturday, June 10th. Participants from across the United
States attended in 2004 and took part in sessions with some
of Wisconsin’s finest writers and educators.

The conference is co-sponsored by UW-Baraboo/Sauk
County Continuing Education Extension (CEE) and the
August Derleth Society. Call CEE at (608) 356-8351, ext. 234 or
visit their website at www.baraboo.uwc.edu/community for
more information or to get on their mailing list.



15

Membership Renewal Form
Dues for the 2005 membership year were due January 1, 2005. Your membership is past due if your mailing label does
not say  (05) after  your name. You will be dropped from the WFOP member list if you haven’t paid the ’05 dues by December
31, 2005.

Mail to: Nancy Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0340.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

E-mail address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

Feelings are everywhere, be gentle. —J. Masai

Angela Rydell Offers Poetry Workshops
Poetry Workshop: Craft and Critique, taught by Angela
Rydell. Length: six weeks; date/time: Wednesdays,
September 21st through October 26th, 6:30 PM-8:30 PM.
W.H. Auden has said, What I like to do is treat words as a
craftsman does his wood or stone… to hew, carve, mold,
coil, polish, and plane them into patterns, sequences,
sculptures, fugues of sound expressing… some dimly-
realized truth I must try to reach and realize. But how, as
poets, do we carve and mold, how do we create patterns or
“fugues of sound” through our craft? Together we will
attempt to answer these questions, will look closely at our
own and each other’s work, engage in exercises and discuss
specific craft elements such as line, stanza, figurative
language, voice, persona, all the while exploring the
relationship between poetic content and form. This
workshop is for poets who want a critique group as well as a
chance to expand their knowledge of the craft of poetry, from
those first impulses to mold and carve to the final polish.
The goal is that you leave the workshop with new ideas,
additional revision techniques, fresh ways to articulate your
responses to your work and that of others, and renewed
excitement and commitment to the process of writing. Fee:
$95. For more information (including location) contact
Angela at ajrydell@wisc.edu or call (608)251-6679.

Individual Poetry Critiques offered by Angela Rydell,
M.F.A. Have you ever had the urge, as Billy Collins laments
can happen, to “tie the poem to the chair with rope and
torture a confession out of it?” Whether you’re struggling
with a poem or you simply would like input on honing your
skill at telling “the truth but tell(ing) it slant” (Emily
Dickinson), the detailed feedback of an individualized
critique session can give you an extra boost. For a
manuscript of up to 8 pages (longer manuscripts are
welcome, price negotiable), the critique will include written,
craft-centered comments on each individual poem, written
comments on the group as a whole, a reading listing and
journal suggestions. Mail critiques are $80/critique (includes
one follow-up email or letter exchange to discuss the
comments, talk about where you’re at with your work as well
as your goals for writing/publishing); one-to-one session
critiques are $85 (which includes a meeting in Madison to
discuss the aforementioned topics). My goal is to articulate
to you what I see working or that needs work in your writing,
and to help you get closer to expressing your intentions in
your poems. I agree with Richard Hugo when he said, “I
think it’s better if you write poems that look like you.” For
more information, contact Angela at ajrydell@wisc.edu or
call (608)251-6679.

Angela Rydell holds an M.F.A. in poetry from Warren Wilson College. She teaches in the Continuing Education Program at
Edgewood College, has worked as poet-in-residence in area elementary schools, and teaches poetry programs for senior
citizens. Her work has been published in Alaska Quarterly, Prairie Schooner, Poets & Writers and other journals.
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Goodness is the only investment that never fails. —Henry David Thoreau

Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
9556 Upper 205th Street
Lakeville, MN 55044
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2006 Calendar Book Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $1.75
2-3 books: $2.75
4-5 books: $3.75
6-10 books: $4.75

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a contributor,
a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. Between now and December
31, you may order up to TEN (10) calendars at the wholesale rate of $7.00 each (retail price is $10.95). Please use the following form to place
your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2006, PO Box 555, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202-0555
Phone: (920) 839-2191

I would like books @ $7.00 each $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges:

Shipping and handling: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

I would like copies of the RETAIL brochure to
distribute to potential individual buyers.
I would like copies of the WHOLESALE brochure for
bookstores, gifts shops and other potential sellers in my community.
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Swift gratitude is the sweetest. —Greek Proverb

Directions to The American Club & The Inn on Woodlake

From Milwaukee:
43 North to 23 West (exit 126)
23 West to Highway Y
Highway Y South to Kohler

From Green Bay:
43 South to 23 West (exit 126)
23 West to Highway Y
Highway Y South to Kohler

From Madison:
94 East to 43 North
43 North to 23 West (exit 126)
23 West to Highway Y
Highway Y South to Kohler

From Minneapolis:
94 East to 82 East (Mauston)
82 East to 23 East
23 East to Highway Y
Highway Y South to Kohler

Schedule

Friday, November 4, 2005
4:00-7:00 PM Registration
5:30 PM Board Meeting
7:00 PM Poetry Reading

Saturday, November 5, 2005
7:00 AM Nature Walk (Kathy Miner)
7:30-8:30 AM Continental Breakfast
8:30-9:30 AM General Meeting
9:30-11:30 AM Roll Call
11:45-1:00 PM Lunch & Awards
1:00-1:30 PM Browse Chapbooks
1:30-3:30 PM Presentation (Kimberly Blaeser)
3:30-5:00 PM Design Center Open

Dinner on our own
7:00 PM Poetry Slam in “The Pit”

Sunday, November 6, 2005
Continental Breakfast for those who stayed
Saturday night

Name Phone

Address

E-mail

I need table space to sell my work: yes no
This is my 1st conference yes no
If sharing a room, please list other person’s name:
Early Registration $35 (Early registration eligible for drawing)
Registration after September 16th $40
Friday night room $99
Saturday night room $99
Total Remember to include check!
Please make checks payable to WFOP and mail to: Phyllis Wax, WFOP, 2330 E. Back Bay,
Milwaukee, WI 53202-1325
Your poem for roll call should include your name and be printed on 8.5”x11” paper, and should be returned with your
registration. Remember, this is voluntary.

WFOP Fall Conference Registration—2005

The Natural Poet

WFOP Fall Conference
The Inn on Woodlake

Kohler, Wisconsin
November 4-5, 2005

From Oshkosh:
45 South to 23 East
23 East to Highway Y
Highway Y South to Kohler

From Appleton (North/West):
41 South to 23 East
23 East to Highway Y
Highway Y South to Kohler

From Appleton (East):
10 East to 43 South
43 South to 23 West (exit 126)
23 West to Highway Y
Highway Y South to Kohler

The American Club is located one
mile south of the Highway Y exit,
on Highland Drive. The hotel is
located on the right side of the
road. The Inn on Woodlake is
attached at the west end of the
Shops at Woodlake.
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Dear Members,
Welcome to “The Natural Poet.”

The WFOP’s fall conference will be held at The Inn On Woodlake, in Kohler Wisconsin (about 55 miles north of Milwau-
kee), on Friday & Saturday, November 4th and 5th. Kim Blaeser will bring her understanding of the poet’s relationships to
nature in “Wisdom Sits in Places: Translating Nature, Transforming Spirit.” The presentation will include some of her
poetry along with some of her translations of Ojibwe dream song texts.

Registration will be a little different this year as you will pay both registration and accommodations to WFOP. This allows
us to procure rooms that accommodate two for $99 whether one or two occupy them. The bulk of our rooms are reserved for
Friday night (47); however, we do have a smaller block (25) reserved for Saturday night as well. Please pay special attention to
the registration form as we will be asking you to indicate if two people will occupy your room and which night(s) you wish to
reserve.

Early registration is $35 until Friday, September 16th, then $40 thereafter. Registration includes the luncheon buffet on
Saturday. The cost of the room includes a continental breakfast with each night’s stay.

We would like to include your roll call poem as a print-out. This is not a publication. It is voluntary and merely facilitates
following the roll call poetry for some of us who have a hard time hearing. It will be a simple alphabetical listing of poets’
poetry copied only for in-house use at the conference. Contact either Helen or Peter with questions.

Helen Padway (East Region VP)
(414) 352-8920

Peter Piaskoski
(414) 332-9113

WFOP Fall Conference
The Inn on Woodlake

Kohler, Wisconsin
November 4-5, 2005

Kimberly Blaeser (Anishinaabe) is an enrolled member of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe and grew up on the White Earth
Reservation. After graduating from Mahnomen high school and the College of St. Benedict in Minnesota, she worked for two
years as a journalist before enrolling in graduate school. She earned her M.A.
and Ph.D. in English from the University of Notre Dame. Currently an Associ-
ate Professor of English at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, she
teaches courses in Native American Literature, Creative Writing, and Ameri-
can Nature Writing.

Blaeser, whose publications include three books and more than sixty appear-
ances in anthologies and journals, has lectured or read from her work in over
100 locations in the United States, Canada, and Europe and been the recipient
of awards for both writing and speaking. She is a past vice president of
Wordcraft Circle of Native Writers and Storytellers and currently serves on
two American Indian Literature series boards for University presses. At UW-
Milwaukee Blaeser is the faculty advisor for Word Warriors, a multicultural
writers’ organization she helped found in 1991.

Blaeser’s second collection of poems, Absentee Indians, was published by Michigan State University Press. She recently
received an Artists Fellowship in Poetry from the Wisconsin Arts Board and is at work on a creative collage, Family Tree.
Blaeser lives with her husband, Len Wardzala, and two young children, Gavin and Amber, in the woods and wetlands of rural
Lyons township, Wisconsin.

Kimberly Blaeser

If a window of opportunity appears, don’t pull down the shade. —Tom Peters


