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President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets that have joined since the
Summer Museletter issue:

Cherie Burbach Brookfield
William Clark Algoma
Jean Erdman Oshkosh
Carolyn Ann Hackler Madison
Linda Heintz Milwaukee
Sheila King Watertown
Gillian Nevers Madison
Sylvia Sippel Johnson Creek
Lester Smith Elkhorn
Sarah Rose Thomas Green Bay
Billie Williams Amberg

New member inquiries should be directed to
Peter Piaskoski, the membership chair. His
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

Imagination is the true magic carpet. —Norman Vincent Peale

Editor: Christine Falk

Happy summer! July’s just passed us by as I write this, and I think we’ve had
about the nicest summer in recent memory. The weather’s been pleasant, the
summer heat has been tolerable, and we’re on track for a great conference this
October 15-16 in Ashland.

This summer also brought an excellent opportunity for the Fellowship. This June
16, the Fellowship was well-represented at a meeting held at the Wisconsin
Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters in Madison. We began the creation of an
alliance between Wisconsin writers and the German Writers Union (Hessen).
Hessen is one of the states in Germany, and the Wisconsin Academy is
sponsoring a sister-state relationship between Wisconsin and Hessen. Part of that
initiative is to expand the dialogue between writers. We’re in there.

Also attending the meeting were representatives from the Wisconsin Academy,
the Center for Global Economic Studies, the Max Kade Institute for German-
American Studies, the UW English Department, the Wisconsin Humanities
Council, The UW Department of African Languages, UW-International Studies,
the German Writers Union, Portalwisconsin.org, and the Department of Public
Instruction.

Best of all, the Fellowship was distinctly the best represented! Fellowship
members included Brenda Lempp, Fred and Jeannie Bergmann, Richard Roe, Judith
Strasser, John Lehman, Judith Zuckerman, Kathy Miner, and me. That’s nine of the
twenty-two people there.

The partnership is still in its early stages, but one of the interests that made the
strongest showing was a venue for the exchange of poetry, and the translation of
poetry, between our cultures. To that end, we have a website: http://
www.hesswiscwriter.org/. The Fellowship’s webmistress, Jeannie Bergmann,
volunteered to set it up. Thanks to Jeannie for her work. Check it out! I understand
the site is accepting poetry submissions, and we hope to explore other ways to
bring our sister states into closer contact. This is a work that’s just begun.

By the time you read this, the 2005 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar should be
available. This year’s edition was delayed by some early production problems,
including confusion over deadlines and prolonged manuscript review/selection.
As of August 1, the majority of acceptances/rejections have been sent, and the
press run is pretty well ready to begin. My apologies for any inconvenience.

Hope to see you in Ashland this October!
Hugs,

Peter

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

Museletter Adds
Delivery Options

At the Spring conference, the Board
voted to add several new options for
delivery of the Museletter.

Members who want to read and
download the Museletter from our
website will be able to receive an email
notice with a link to the  Museletter
web page. By choosing this option,
members will be removed from the
bulk-mail list and will not receive a
hard copy of the Museletter except the
one they download and print
themselves. This will provide the
fastest delivery of news, at a
significant savings to the Fellowship.

Members may also opt to receive
the Museletter by first-class mail
rather than bulk mail. This should
eliminate many of the delivery delays

Museletter Delivery continues on page 12
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Goals determine what you’re going to be. —Julius Erving

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

East Region

Central-Fox Valley Region

West-Central Region

People joke that Wisconsin has two
seasons: Winter and Road Construction.
It occurred to me the other day that
Poetry is always in season whether
popping out of manholes, bumping into
orange road cones or finding refuge in a
snow encrusted mailbox. This summer
local poets have been busy collaborating
with local artists on the Epidemic Peace
Project. The show will be hung at the
State Gallery the beginning of October
and on October 10th, 17th and 24th (three
Sunday afternoons). The collaborators
will gather there to read and talk about
their work. The Chippewa Valley Book
Festival will also be held the last two
weeks in October with nationally
recognized Olga Broumas the featured
guest.

Candace Hennekens’ poem “Third
Grade Learning” appeared in the May/
June issue of FreeVerse  and “Springtime
Lover” has been accepted by the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005.

Sue Thibado’s story “Branches” will
be published by Ancient Paths—it will
be on their web magazine at http://
w w w . l i t e r a t u r e c l a s s i c s . c o m /
ancientpaths/ beginning December 1st.

Sandra Lindow’s  poems “The
Physicist’s Warning” and “An Alternate
Universe Alphabet” will appear in
Asimov’s in December 2004. Her poem
“Unfinished” will appear in the
September/October 2004 Star*line.   “Tea
With Peter’s Mother”  has been accepted
for January/February 2005 Star*line.
Lindow’s poem “Wild Woman of a Certain
Age Returns to College” received
honorable mention in the Free Verse,
“Between the Sheets” poetry contest.

Nadine St. Louis’s poem “Running on
Water” has been selected for the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005.

Sandra Lindow has had a chapbook of
peace poems selected for publication by
Foothills Publishing Company, exact title
hasn’t been chosen yet.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Patricia Kohls recently facilitated four
Writing Poetry Classes at the Oshkosh
Seniors Center. She served on a panel of
five judges for the Winnebago County
Middle Schools Essay Contest this past
Spring. There were 82 essays written
about grandparents or an important
person in a middle schooler’s life. The
best written by a girl and a boy then went
on to the Wisconsin  State Essay Contest.
Patricia attended Ellen Kort’s seminars
on the Expressions of Self-Journaling
and Creating Your Spirit Doll which was
held in March at the Hilton Garden Inn,
Oshkosh. She also attended a workshop
at the Oshkosh Public Library, “The
Writers Market—Your Golden Key To
Success” sponsored by the Oshkosh
Area Writers Club. In May Patricia was a
facilitator on a team of published writers
who were establishing the new Peshtigo
Christian Writers Club. Her poem
“Summer’s Reflection” will be published
in the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar:  2005.

Cathryn Cofell  has had poems
accepted by the Fox Cry Review and the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005.
Upcoming appearances include Higher
Ground with Jonathan Overby and a
September 13th reading at the Montello
Public Library.

Barb Germiat, Appleton, has a poem
in the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005.

Karla Huston, Appleton, read at the
Montello Library in July. She will be the
featured reader at Conkey’s on August
17th. In addition she has poems and
reviews recently published or
forthcoming in Nerve Cowboy, Rattle, 5
AM, Poet Lore and many others. Her
chapbook Virgins on the Rocks will be
published this fall by Parallel Press.

Mary Downs, Appleton, has had a
poem accepted by the Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar: 2005. She read at Conkey’s
bookstore in March.  Her poem, “Fishing
for Poems” was published in the Museletter
and also on the WFOP website. Another
poem, “Carrots” was published in The
Scene in May.

Max Davies, Neenah, was named senior
editor of the Wisconsin Review, which
publishes poetry and fiction, and
sponsors readings on occasion.

Jo Alderson has poems forthcoming
in Free Verse.  Her book From the Fairy

Tales and Other Children’s Yarns
received an honorable mention in the
National Federation of Press Women’s
communication’s competition for 2003.
Her award will be officially announced at
the national convention in Lexington,
KY in September.

Helen Fahrbach says she’s turning
over a new leaf and sending out poems
again.

Ellen Kort has done readings at many
venues including: the Governor’s
Conference on Tourism, the Michael
Feldman’s Whad’ya Know show on NPR,
the Wausau Public Library, and the
“Gathering of Waters” Conservancy
Dinner, Madison. She’s conducted
poetry workshops at the Young Girls
Future Focus Conference—FVTC,
Appleton; Columbus Elementary,
Wilson, Roosevelt, Madison, and
Einstein Middle Schools, Appleton; New
London Middle School; Valley Ridge
Studio; Neenah High School Diversity
Fair; The Clearing; Rhinelander School
of the Arts; the GED Conference in
Milwaukee, and many others. In addition,
Ellen has served as the keynote speaker
for the Appleton Women’s Club, the
Northeast Wisconsin Girl Scout
Conference (Oshkosh), the Sheboygan
Falls Historical Center, as well as several
other speaking engagements.

We’ve got an exciting line-up at
Conkey’s. On September 21st Richard
Roe is coming from Madison and October
will feature Irene  Zimmerman (October
5th) and Cliff Dillhunt (October 19th).
Jeff  Johannes and Joan Johannes read
on August 3rd and Karla Huston read on
August 17th.
submitted by
Karla Huston, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Ia Bolz was the featured poet for April
Poetry Month at Conkey’s in Appleton
on April 6th.  She also was the guest poet
at Appleton’s Barnes And Noble
Bookstore on April 19th.  Ia read from her
self-produced chapbook, The Dancing
Fish Underwater Revue.

Wayne Frank, from Milwaukee, is a
new member of the WFOP and announced
publication of his poems in the following:
“Green” in Zillah: Not Your Mother’s
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How old would you be if you didn’t know how old you was? —Satchel Paige

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

Northeast Region

Poetry, Vol. 3, #4, Winter 2003 (Texas),
“Tweety-Tweet” in Words of Wisdom—
WOW, March 2003 (North Carolina), “In
the Lilt of Irish Laughter” in The Irish-
American Post, April/May 2004, Vol. 4
#6, 2004 (Wisconsin), “To Die For” in
RFD: A Country Journal, Summer 2004
#118 (Tennessee) and most recently, his
poem “Buffalo Eyes” was a finalist award
winner and will be published in
Watermarks One, 2004 by New River
Poets (Florida). Mr. Frank can be reached
via his email address at
teddy27@execpc.com.

Harvey Taylor published a chapbook
last autumn, A Planet Where Flowers
Bloom, and Bombs Fall and recently
released a double CD with the same title,
which includes much of the book’s text,
enhanced with music (his own, and many
collaborations, stylistically very diverse).
Please see Poetry Publications section
for ordering information.

Charles P. Ries’ manuscript for his
third book of poetry, ODD has been
accepted by Pudding House Publications
in Columbus, Ohio for publication later
this year. Liquid Muse Quarterly selected
him as its Featured Poet in its Summer
2004 Issue. Zygote In My Coffee.Com
selected him as its Poet of The Week. His
poems have been accepted and/or will
appear in the following print and
electronic publications:  Zygote In My
Coffee, Zen Baby, Poetry Patchwork,
Barbaric Yawp, Lummox, Staplegun
Press, Monkey Kettle, Tom Montag’s
Saturday Poems, California Quarterly,
Cup of Poems, Dan River Anthology,
Free Verse and Remark . His poetry
reviews have been accepted and/or will
appear in the following print and
electronic publications: Staplegun Press,
Word Riot, Open Wide, Poetic Voices,
Poetry Repair Shop, Free Verse, Lummox,
Poetry Market, Remark, Zygote in My
Coffee, Small Press Review and Cynic
Press. He was featured at Woodland
Patterns June Redletter Reading Series
along with Robert Schuler. He also had
short stories accepted for publication in
Romantics Quarterly, SNReview and
Word Riot.

Peter Whalen will present the paper,
“Literary Paternity and the Psychological
Residue of Abortion: Lorine Niedecker
and Louis Zukofsky”, at the Zukofsky/

100 Centenary Conference at Columbia
University, New York City, September 19,
2004.

The Wasteland Poets (Liz Hammond,
Anjie Greene-Martin, & Nikol Knapmiller)
hosted “Food for the Heart & the Hungry
Poetry Reading” on August 28th at the
new location of Martha Merrell’s Books &
Cafe in downtown Waukesha. The open
mic event was also a benefit for the
Waukesha Food Pantry. Wasteland
member Dale Ritterbusch is the
distingushed visiting professor for the next
year at the United States Air Force Academy
in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  Other open
mic readings are planned for the fall and
winter. For more info, see their website at
www.wastelandpoets.com.

Rolf Olson was featured poet in the late
July issue of the Peninsula Pulse. William
L. M. H. Clark’s work frequently appears
in the Pulse.

Margaret Magle’s chapbook, Soul
Singer, has been printed.

The following poets have works in the
Common Ground Anthology of Written
Works in connection with an art exhibit at
the Francis Hardy Center for the Arts in
Ephraim: Sue De Kelver, Michael Farmer,
David Jones, Barbara Larsen, Margaret
Magle, June Nirschl, Rolf Olson, Nancy
Rafal, Judy Roy, Peter Sherrill, and
Elizabeth Van De Ven.

In June Barbara Larsen, June Nirschl,
Judy Roy, Nancy Rafal, Anita Beckstrom,
and Madison’s  Alice D’Alessio read works
during a Peace Concert in connection with
the Hardy’s Epidemic Peace Imagery
exhibit. Their poems were in the exhibit
along with those of Peg Bresnahan and
Cynthia Johnson. The poems of the Door
County writers became the basis for works
by visual artist Russell Gardner. Gardner’s
collage works are on exhibit with the
Epidemic Peace Imagery exhibition in
Platteville.

Kathryn Gahl participated in the Taos
Writers’ Conference and has work
forthcoming in Carquinez Poetry Review,
Phoebe, and Southern Poetry Review.

On July 10th, Door County poets spent
a day wordcrafting at the Old Anderson
House museum in Sister Bay. Barbara
Larsen developed a number of activities
for the poets and the public.  She was joined

by Anita Beckstrom, Donajean Durkin,
Michael Farmer, Hanne Gault, Cynthia
Johnson, Peggy Lott, Charlotte
Manning, June Nirschl, Nancy Rafal,
Judy Roy, and Peter Sherrill.

Barbara Larsen had a poem published
in the Memorial Day issue of the
Lakeshore Chronicle called “To the
Statue of the Soldier Lost in the English
Channel, 1918.”  It was accompanied by
a colored picture of the statue.

June Nirschl, Nancy Rafal, and Judy
Roy, aka The Off Q Gals, have given
numerous readings to herald their newly
published chapbook, Slightly Off Q. In
June they read at Conkey’s in Appleton
and at the Red Cup Cafe on Washington
Island. In July they read in Egg Harbor at
the Bridge Coffeeshop, and in Baileys
Harbor and Ephraim in connection with
the Francis Hardy Center for the Arts’
Artist Studio Tours week. They also read
in Chicago Upstairs at the Red Lion Pub,
in Madison at Avol’s, and in Marshfield
at Simply From the Hearth. In August
they performed their poetry with
powerpoint visuals at a Ridges
Sanctuary’s Thursday evening program
in Baileys Harbor. They gave a workshop
for the Ridges and also read at Espresso
Lane coffeehouse in Baileys Harbor. With
other Marsh River Editions poets they
took the stage at Third Avenue Playhouse
in Sturgeon Bay for an evening of spoken
word.

The following Door County poets were
invited to participate in a reading at the
Peninsula Art School in Fish Creek: Anita
Beckstrom, Peg Bresnahan, Loraine
Brink, Sue De Kelver, Michael Farmer,
Hanne Gault, Phil Hansotia, Cynthia
Johnson, Barbara Larsen, June Nirschl,
Rolf Olson, Nancy Rafal, Judy Roy, Sarah
Stuart, and Irene Zimmerman. Watch
for more about this in the next Museletter.

Sr. Irene Zimmerman read her poetry
at Waseda Gallery in Baileys Harbor. Her
work is in response to the wood sculptures
of Fr. Herman Falke of Ottawa.  Sr. Irene’s
book is titled Incantation: New and
Selected Poems for Spiritual Reflection.

The Northeast region extends beyond
Door County and I’m sure other poets in
the region are doing praiseworthy
activities with their works.  Let’s hear
from you too.
submitted by
Nancy Rafal, Northeast Regional VP
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Memory is the diary we all carry about with us. —Oscar Wilde

Mid-Central Region

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 10

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

South-Central Region

Amanda Sabah  was selected as a  2nd
place winner in the Wisconsin Jobs
Daughters 75th Anniversary writing
contest.  She is a finalist in the Wisconsin
Celebration of Poets contest and will
have her poem published in the Spring
2004 edition. She  has also been chosen
as a  finalist for  the National Anthology
of Fifth Grade Poets.

Sarah Rose Thomas was a featured
reader at the Neville Public Museum in
January 2004 and had a joint chapbook
published through them called Transit
Cherries. In November 2003 she self-
published two chapbooks: Ollie Ollie
Oxen Free and Turquoise Dancer. Sarah
Rose has also been published through
the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay’s
Sheepshead Review three seasons
running with poems such as “Drum
Ritual”, “Belly, Rock Collector”,
“Rejected Hot Ham Announcements”,
and “Interdisciplinary Themes:  Suicide.”
She continues to write, read, and
compete throughout the Greater Green
Bay Area.

Michael Kriesel was awarded the
Council for Wisconsin Writers Lorine
Niedecker Poetry Prize for 2004. He’s
recently had poems and reviews
published/accepted by Free Verse,
Wisconsin Academy Review, Small Press
Review, Birmingham Arts Journal,
Plainsongs, Nerve Cowboy, St. Vitus’
Dance, Chiron Review and Tears in the
Fence.

On June 16, a meeting was held at the
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts
and Letters in Madison to discuss and
brainstorm a literary partnership with the
state of Hessen in Germany. The intent is
to establish ties between writers in
Wisconsin and Hessen. WFOP
representatives at that meeting included
Peter Sherrill, Brenda Lempp, Ronnie
Hess, Jeannie Bergmann, Richard Roe,
Judith Strasser, John Lehman, Judith
Zukerman, and Kathy Miner. A Web
site about the proposed partnership,
graciously administered by Jeannie
Bergmann, is up and running at
www.hesswiscwriter.org.  Check it out!

The 12th annual “running” of the
WFOP Invitational Poetry Marathon was
held on June 20th in the atrium of Olbrich
Gardens in Madison. Fran Rall did her
usual fine job of coordinating this three-
hour event, ably assisted by her husband,
Louis. WFOP poets participating
included CX Dillhunt, Alice D’Alessio,
Laurel Yourke, Elayne Clipper Hansen,
Sherry Elmer, Cary Fellman, June
Nirschl, Judy Roy, Mark Scarborough,
and Ron Ellis, who brought the program
to the “finish line” with his unique
combination of poetry and percussion.

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary
Society published a “Devotion” written
by Ruth Sellnow on their Web site in
July. The devotion was written about her
husband who passed away in 1999.

Timothy Walsh’s poem “The Only
Muntin Poem in the World” won the
Grand Prize in the 2004 Atlanta Review
International Poetry Competition.  The
winning poems will appear in the October
issue of the Review, which is circulated
in more than 120 countries worldwide.
And - cue the trumpets - Tim received a
cash award of $1,000!

Jeannie Bergmann’s  poem
“Extinction” was published online in July
by GetUnderground. GU describes itself
as “a sub-mainstream arts and culture
community dedicated to the free
expression of the creative global
underground.”

Two of Susan Elbe’s poems were semi-
finalists for the 2003 Emily Dickinson
Poetry Award and will be published in
the awards anthology (Universities West
Press, Flagstaff, Arizona). Printing date
is not certain at this time.
submitted by
Kathy Miner, South-Central Regional VP

Shoshauna Shy had poems published
in Nerve Cowboy, Pearl ,  and the
Wisconsin Academy Review.  She also
received a Reader’s Choice Award from
Miller’s Pond, and had a poem in the
anthology Mirror, Mirror produced by
Midmarch Arts Press.  Poems selected
from poets nationwide appeared on
laminated bookmarks attached to Budget
Bicycle’s Red Bikes as part of her Poetry
Jumps Off the Shelf program.

Earlier this month Vicky Daniels
Bardell attended the UW-Madison
Writer’s Institute, where she received a

few awards in their “Poem or a Page”
contest: 1st place, poetry for “Veteran’s
Day”, a poem in honor of her husband
and late father-in-law, 3rd place, poetry
for “Leonard & Opal’s First Date”, a
sonnet commemorating her
grandparent’s first date in 1933, and 1st
place, non-fiction for “Mother’s Day”, a
short essay expressing her frustrations
with infertility.

On March 14, 2004, Bobbie Krinsky
read from her manuscript, Elegy for an
Asylum, at Madison’s Barnes and Noble’s
Sunday series called the Writers’ Place.

Judith Zukerman will attend Norcroft
Residency for Women’s Writers in
Lutsen, Minnesota in August and
September. Her chapbook, Amsterdam
Days, has been published. Please see the
Poetry Publications section for ordering
information.

Patrick T. Randolph, Madison, has
reason to celebrate as his wife has finally
joined him here in the States. They were
married in August of 2003 in Istanbul,
Turkey. Because of INS regulations, they
have had to wait 11 months to live under
the same roof. To keep himself busy,
Patrick has been submitting poems to
various journals since January. To date,
he has published poems in Anthology
Magazine, Bellowing Ark, ByLine
Magazine, The Discerning Poet, Door
Peninsula Voice, Free Verse Poetry
Magazine, Oak Magazine, Poetry Motel,
The Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005,
Storyteller Magazine, Trailblazer
Magazine, and Write On.

Kris Rued-Clark  and Barbara
Cranford selected poems by the Beat
poets for the Poetry Trail at the UW-
Marshfield/Wood County Arboretum.
The theme was “Off the Beaten Path.”
During the fall, the trail will feature poems
from the chapbooks published by Marsh
River Editions.

Marshfield poets invite all area writers
to the Final Friday Poetry, Prose and
Anything Goes Open Mic Night. They
are held from 7 to 9 p.m.the last Friday of
each month January through October at
Simply from the Hearth in Marshfield at
126 S. Central Avenue. Doug Seubert
serves as MC. Michael Kriesel from
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The most called-upon prerequisite of a friend is an accessible ear. —Maya Angelou

In Memoriam
Dorothy Westring

Dorothy Westring, one hundred years old and still writing
with grace and style, died on June 9, 2004. All of us who
knew her grieve with her sons and our fellow Wisconsin
poets. She was a part of a Round Robin in which I have
shared for over twenty years and she never failed to have a
poem for us to not only savor but chew on. We will miss her
but we celebrate a life well lived.

Contributed by Lenore McComas Coberly

Abigail “Dixie” Curkeet of Mt. Horeb died on June 27,
2004, at the age of 87. A life-long lover of nature, particularly
animals of all sorts, Dixie was a writer of not only poetry, but
non-fiction and children’s stories, which she illustrated as
well. She was a tutor for remedial reading at her local library,
and was active in a number of writers’ groups besides
WFOP.

Contributed by D.B. Appleton

Abigail “Dixie” Curkeet

Peggy Shimkus
Margaret “Peggy” Shimkus, 85, of Racine passed away on

March 12, 2004. Peggy was born in New York but lived in
Racine for over 50 years. Survivors include a son, daughter
and son-in-law, two grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her husband,
Felix in 1990.

Frank Konieska, fellow South region member, writes:
“While the passing of any loved one is sad it’s especially
poignant to me to lose a poet and their unique view of the
world. We here in southern Wisconsin will miss Peggy
Shimkus, as I am sure all of the members of the WFOP will.”
Frank went through some of the back issues of the calendar
and picked out a poem which he especially remembered
hearing her read. It is entitled “Hunter’s Moon.”

Dues Payment Form
Dues for the 2004 membership year were due January 1, 2004. You are past due on your dues if your mailing label says
(03) after your name. If your label says (03), please send in your 2004 dues ASAP. We no longer offer a “grace period”
because of nonpayment of dues.
Mail to: D.B. Appleton, 3709 Zwerg Drive, Madison, WI 53705.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

E-mail address

Active $25.00
(Associate Members are
now classified as Active)
Student $12.50

Lucille Kleist Shaw
Lucille Kleist Shaw of Poynette, age 84, of Poynette, died

on August 3, 2004. She wrote for Portage area newspapers
for years and her poetry often could be found on the
website, poetry.com. Lucille was still writing up until the last
week of her life. She belonged to writers clubs and won the
Golden Crow award. She is survived by four children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren. Funeral services
were held in Portage on August 7th.

Hunter’s Moon
Margaret A. Shimkus

Last night the moon
hovered in the eastern sky
it’s lemon eye laid a swath
of light bathing denizens
of the darkness

to unmask lovers
skulking thieves
creating a bounty
of deer-shadowed meadows
garnet-jeweled rabbit eyes

Diana moon goddess
floated above it all
sharing nothing of herself
until the light of day
dimmed her borrowed shine.
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Things that Break, Wear or Fray
GENTLY WORN

How do you wear
clothing gently
do you ballet
in slow rhythm

Walk only with short steps
do the soft shoe
tread lightly so as not
to rub pant legs together
no cuffing
use buttons only on Sunday
zippers every other day

Never insert stick pins
brooches
or tie tacs

Wash by hand use cool iron
hang on padded hangers

No Shouting
or crinkling

Only Winking
or 99 and
99/100% pure
Ivory

--------- Mary Jo Stich, Denmark

YARDSTICK

We never threw it out, just set it
top of water pipes below the basement stairs,
despite chew marks on the upper half
or pink paint dried to its first eight inches,
when used to stir what coats
our Barbie’s bedroom walls. All 42 inches,
my daughter’s height now, propped under a tent
she’s built on her bedroom floor
with covers, quilts and 106 centimeters
of vigor and vim. This wand flaking paint chips
shows a good half-inch gouged from its stem.
Grandma’s peculiar ruler from the Royal Bank
must never meet the garbage men,
must measure my many things until the end.

------------Peter Whalen, Milwaukee
previously published in Reed

Poems by Our Membership / Wendy Vardaman, Editor

SOUTH FOR A SEASON

A few weeks ago a friend of mine
had a nervous break down. Break through?
Too many volts running through a
six amp spinal cord. A mind bursting
with people and ideas who weren’t meant to
be there. Or maybe, it’s the normal mind
free of work and obligation and traffic
laws. The ole’ Alice Through the Looking
Glass, king has no clothes, ipso-flipso
nothing looks as it appears dilemma.
Maybe she didn’t have a breakdown
at all, but was suspended by a thread
of sanity above an ocean of chaos
and she just needed to jump.

I don’t know.

When I saw her, she wept in sorrow.
Her tongue was heavy with anti anxiety,
anti depressant, anti psychotic drugs she
calls her Vitamin Z. She sounded like I do
on too many beers, but without my
cheery drunken disposition. “I want to
kill myself. I am sick of being a weirdo-
cripple-psycho-handicapper” she moaned.

She had worked harder at self improvement than
anyone I know. Doing all the right things: yoga,
massage, holistic diet, tribal drumming, and a
daily litany of positive affirmations. She was
thoughtful and fearful that her craziness would
return like a migratory flock of insanity
and steal her mind for another season.

----------- Charles P. Ries, Milwaukee
previously published in
Free Verse

AFTER THE NAMING CEREMONY

Deeply wrinkled
gauzy apron
white with red piping, musty

disinterred after thirty-five years
in the hall closet

handed down and on
in a brown plastic grocery bag

Maybe you can make use of this
she offers.

---------- Maryam Dachniwskyj, Pewaukee

Theme for Winter issue:
“Household Pests”
Deadline: Friday, November 5, 2004
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Submit poems to:
Wendy Vardaman, 2336 Monroe Street, Madison, WI

53711 OR   tadubois@facstaff.wisc.edu
(No Attachments, Please)

Membership status must be current to be
considered for publication on these pages.

OUT OF THE WOODS

A doe and two fawns cross the road.
We stop and wait for more
as the deer disappear in brush and trees.
Fireflies rise from grass and thistle.

When we stop and wait for more
my sister says her husband’s memory lasts no longer
than a firefly’s flash in grass and thistle.
Bill cried when he saw our dad in intensive care.

My sister says her husband’s memory lasts
no longer than the tears in his eyes
when he saw our dad in intensive care.
Bill is like a child lost on a dark campground.

The tears in his eyes last no longer
than the time it takes for deer to cross the road.
Bill is like a child lost on a dark campground.
He calls for my sister and asks me my name.

In the time it takes for deer to cross the road
Bill says our father is out of the woods.
He calls for my sister and says my name,
recalls deer in the road, fireflies in the grass.

Bill says our dad is out of the woods,
says he remembers an old campground,
recalls the deer in the road, fireflies in the grass,
but lost the flashlight he needs to find his way back.

Somewhere a doe and two fawns cross the road.
------------ Richard Roe, Middleton

POST TRAUMATIC ROOF DISORDER

Watching the roof leak on my birthday was an omen:
the futility of improving an aging structure
or defending against the inevitable ravages of time.
I was so smart, fixing the roof before it leaked.
But pride goeth….and Sunday fell,
rain soaking through the tarp the roofers left
Saturday when they didn’t finish the job
that should have been done the Thursday before.
Water logged the insulation and leaked
around the light fixtures, splashing
into buckets and onto vinyl tablecloths below.
I left a message but the contractor wasn’t home.

I suppose you can see the connection,
my 49th birthday and domestic disaster,
the breakdown of defenses, the leakage of time.
Maybe in accepting the lowest bidder,
I doomed myself, the Yahoovian nature of the crew:
linguistically challenged, half-naked savages,
named Ziggy and Iggy, whose homemade tattoos
and ritual scarification indicated abilities
better suited to chaos than unified shingle theory,
secret agents of entropy, heedless
of flower bed, mock orange and arbor vitae,
masquerading as asphalt experts.

Roofs are obviously of the body.
Inasmuch as ye have done it
onto the least of these, my shingles,
ye have done it onto me.
I can’t help but feel violated.
Those asphalt aboriginals
were surely no grammarians, but
last summer I learned the inevitable
rooflessness of existence
and the true etymology of hitting the roof.

---------Sandra Lindow, Eau Claire

BLUE SHIRT
for Jan Jones Hartford

It was the year blue discovered tan.
Jan bought me this blousy blue shirt,
and a pair of tan slacks.
She said they would give my frame
“some grace.”

Ten years now.  I still wear the outfit.
She likes it on me-whom-she-doesn’t-quite-recognize.
Standing before her wheel-chair I ask,
“Do you like my blue shirt?”
She answers “Ye-es!”
I can’t help ask as well,
“And do you like me?”
From behind the door,
she says “yes”.

Sometimes, a shirt, faded,
washed a hundred times,
lasts longer than one’s mind.
Sometimes a common shirt
fits like a gold ring.

------------ Lincoln Jones Hartford, New Lisbon

HIGHWAY 52

Picking up cans
by the road

someone ran over
this snake

gray as a broken
shoelace

------------ Michael Kriesel, Aniwa
previously published in
Barbaric Yawp & in Brevities
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At the touch of love, everyone becomes a poet. —Plato

Poetry Contest Offers Publication,
Cash Prizes
Calling all poets: the Wisconsin Academy Review magazine
begins accepting submissions for its statewide poetry contest
on September 1, with a deadline of December 6. Winners and
runners-up are published in the Wisconsin Academy Review,
and the top three winners receive cash prizes. Winners and
runners-up have the opportunity to do a spring reading in
Madison (during National Poetry Month), and the top three
winners are also invited to read at a special event at the
Wisconsin Book Festival.

Winners of the Wisconsin Academy Review poetry contest
receive the following prizes: $500 (first place); $100 (second
place); and $50 (third place), in addition to such other prizes as
studio time to record a CD of their poetry. Winning poems by
the top three prize-winners appear in the spring 2005 edition of
the Wisconsin Academy Review, with runners-up in the summer
2005 issue. Lead judge for the poetry contest is poet Jean
Feraca.

POETRY CONTEST RULES:

1.    Poets must reside or attend school in Wisconsin.
2.    Poets may submit up to three poems per entry. No poem

may be longer than one page.
3.    Each entry must be accompanied by a $6 entry fee

(Wisconsin Academy members: $4) payable to the
Wisconsin Academy Review Poetry Contest. A check for
$12 covers the $6 entry fee and a copy of the award issue,
which we will mail to you.

4.    A poet may enter more than one submission of up to three
poems each, but additional submissions must be covered
by a separate entry fee and cover letter.

5.    Contest deadline is December 6. Entries may be hand-
delivered to the Wisconsin Academy (1922 University
Avenue, Madison) by 4 p.m. on December 6. Entries
postmarked after the deadline will not be considered and
the entry fee will be retained to cover handling.

6.    Previously published poems (in print or electronically) are
not eligible. All work must be original. Any style or theme
is welcome.

7.    The poet’s name or address may not appear anywhere on
the poems. Poems must be accompanied by a cover letter
bearing the poem title/s, the poet’s name, address,
telephone number, and e-mail address (if available).

8.    Keep a copy of your poems. Entries will be recycled, not
returned. Do not send an SASE.

9.    Contest winners will be announced on our website
(www.wisconsinacademy.org) by the end of February 2005.
Winning poetry will be published in the spring 2005 issue
of the Wisconsin Academy Review, which appears at the
end of March, in time for National Poetry Month (April).

Contest/Writing/Reading Opportunities

Offering Poems for Peace
In commemoration of the International Day of Peace on

September 21, 2004, a one hour program titled, “…Offering
Poems For Peace” is being planned. The program is being
produced by Arthur Shattuck, a local practitioner of
Oriental medicine.

Local and regional poets are being sought to read their
own poems or they can submit a poem to be read by a
volunteer reader for the event. A selection committee will
pick 10-13 of the works from all submissions. The
International Day of Peace (IDP) provides an opportunity
for individuals, organizations and nations to create
practical acts of peace on a shared date. The International
Day of Peace is used annually to highlight the
International Decade for a Culture of Peace and
Nonviolence for the Children of the World, 2001 to 2010.
Coordinated events are held throughout the world at
noon each September 21st to help engender peace around
the globe.

Works should be original and take not longer than 3-5
minutes to read. Information and questions should be
directed to Arthur Shattuck at his Racine clinic, The
Wisconsin Institute of Chinese Medicine, (262) 619-1590.
Submissions also accepted through the clinic website:
HTTP://herbaldoc.byregion.net

Shattuck feels this is a particularly challenging time to
be present in the world. He believes he has a
responsibility as a practitioner of medicine to promote
healing in the community at large as well as within his
own patient population. The one hour event beginning at
12:00 pm on September 21st will be free and open to the
public. A small reception will follow to meet and talk with
the participating poets.

Seeking Additional Round Robin
Participants

Members of a Poetry Round Robin are hoping to
include a few more contributors. This Robin was begun
by the late Dorothy Westring. It has no official name. We
always called it “Dorothy’s Robin.” Any poet who would
appreciate diverse opinions and critiques on poems on a
monthly basis are asked to send one poem to Shirley
O’Neill, 820 West Main St., Platteville, WI 53818.
Each time the Robin returns to you, you are expected to
add another poem, and to comment on the poems of the
other members. We try to make only constructive
comments, and the poems remain in circulation for an
additional month so everyone can see all the comments.
Sometimes we even disagree on the criticisms. It  can be
an educational experience for both beginners and
accomplished poets.
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Other things may change us, but we start and end with family. —Anthony Brandt

WFOP Fall Conference
 October 15-16, 2004

Ashland, WI

Housing Information
Hotel Chequamegon
101 Lakeshore Drive West
Ashland, WI 54806
Phone—715-682-9095
Tollfree—800-946-5555

Rate: $62 Cityside room (single/double)
$67 Lakeside room (single/double)

Driving directions: Hotel Chequamegon is right in the
middle of Ashland on all major highways. Coming from the
east or west on US Highway 2, it is right on Lake Superior
by the stoplights. Coming from the south on Highway 13,
it is right where the highway meets US 2 at the same lights.

All registrations and inquiries should be directed to:
Jan Chronister
3931 South County Road O
Maple, WI 54854
(715) 363-2508
chron@cheqnet.net

Registration fee is $25.00 ($50.00 for non-members) and
includes Continental breakfast and Saturday lunch. Please
make your check out to WFOP.

Schedule

Friday, October 15, 2004
5:30 Registration opens
7:30 Open poetry reading, Ashland Room (lower level)

Saturday, October 16, 2004
7:30 Board Meeting, Molly Cooper’s
7:45 Continental breakfast in Ashland Room
8:00 Registration opens
9:00 Welcome and General Meeting
10:00 Break
10:15 Roll Call Poems (Bring a poem to read, your story or

that of someone you know or imagine)
12:00 Buffet Lunch in hotel (Sirtoli’s upstairs)
1:00 Reconvene in Ashland Room

Triad Contest Awards
1:45 Ellie Schoenfeld
2:45 Franco Pagnucci “Tell It, and It becomes True”
3:45 Closing remarks

Dinner on our own

6:30 Poetry Slam at Black Cat Coffeehouse (easy walk
from Hotel Chequamegon)

***Registration Deadline: October 1, 2004***

Name Phone

Address

Will you need space at the book sale table? yes no

Is this your first WFOP conference? yes no

I am a WFOP member yes no (must be paid for 2004)

My $25 membership fee is enclosed. new renewing

WFOP Fall Conference Registration—2004

The Power of Story
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Never tell people how to do things. Tell them what to do and they will surprise you with their ingenuity. —Gen. George S. Patton Jr.

Second Quarter Financial Report

April 1, 2004 through June 30, 2004

General Account: submitted by D.B. Appleton, treasurer
Balance April 1, 2004 $36,341.35

Income: Dues $3,812.50
Advertising 150.00
Uncashed Checks 38.42
Spring 2004 Conference 1,960.00
Total Income: $5,960.92

Expenses: Museletter $1,048.08
Student Contest Prizes 170.00
Postage and Printing 195.44
Spring 2004 Conference 2,105.92
Fall 2004 Conference Deposit 175.00
Total Expenses: $3,694.44

Balance June 30, 2004 $38,607.83

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Sue DeKelver, Literary Fund Chair
Balance April 1, 2004 $2,266.24

Income: None

Expenses: Muse Trophy $178.99
Muse Cash Awards 375.00
Postage 9.89
Total Expenses: $563.88

Balance June 30, 2004 $1,702.36

Calendar Account: submitted by Lou Roach, Calendar Business Manager
Balance April 1, 2004 $10,085.56

Income: Calendar Sales $1,532.60
Expenses: Postage $17.44

Balance June 30, 2004 $11,600.72

Free Verse
If you missed the first 75 issues, don’t miss out
any longer! Free Verse, featuring poetry by
Wisconsin poets, is published monthly with occasional
bi-monthly double issues.

poetry from Wisconsin and beyond,
poetry news, reviews, a free monthly contest,
and a state-wide poetry reading schedule.
For more information: geocities.com/wordzoo
Questions? Email: wordzoo@dwave.net

Discover

Aniwa was a featured reader on June 25th. An article about
his reading appeared on the front page of the Marshfield
News-Herald the following day. The Off Q Gals, June
Nirschl, Nancy Rafal, and Judy Roy, were the featured
readers on July 30th. They read from their new chapbook,
Slightly Off Q.

Poets published by Marsh River Editions, Marshfield,
read at the Third Avenue Playhouse, Sturgeon Bay, on
August 14th. Nancy Rafal coordinated this reading.

Joan Wiese Johannes  and Jeffrey Johannes read at
Conkey’s Bookstore on August 3rd. Bruce Dethlefsen read
at the McMillan Coffeehouse, Wisconsin Rapids, on August
23rd. Lucy Rose Johns read at the Neville Public Museum,
Green Bay, on August 26th.

Gloria Federwitz and Betty Irene Priebe sponsored
recent poetry contests in Free Verse.

The Riverwood Round Table group met on August 7th for
a picnic meeting. The  September 4th meeting will be held at
the home of Gloria Zager and  on October 2nd it will be held
at the home of Jeanette Lindelof.

Second Sunday Poets will host a reading on Sunday,
September 19th, at the Drummond Public Library. Featured
reader  is Robert Schuler, a professor from The University
of Wisconsin-Stout. The free event starts at 2:00 p.m. with
an open reading and refreshments will be served.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Roberta Fabiani and Frank Konieska have been trying
to corral enough regional members to have a planning
meeting for the Spring 2005 conference. They have secured
the Racine Marriott as the site and the basic format is
planned. There could be a lighthouse tour planned for
Friday afternoon for any early attendees.

The South region is sad to report the passing of Peggy
Shimkus  on March 12, 2004. Please see the Memoriam
column for more information about Peggy’s life.

Dominic Cibrario is still out promoting his book, The
Pomelo Tree. Right now he is lost somewhere in Europe.

Author’s Echo writing group is still meeting twice a month
in Burlington. Frank Konieska, Doris Hayes, Roberta
Fabiani and Joe Donalies have been attending regularly.
Roberta is writing poetry in volumes for her college classes.
Joe has a massive stack of sonnets to share with the world.
As Frank writes: “I keep trying (poetry)...I’m more into short
stories at the moment but every once in a while a poem
sneaks up and slaps me alongside the head. If I’m lucky, I
capture parts of it.”
submitted by
Frank Konieska, South Regional VP

What’s Happenin’  from  page 4

To submit poetry:
Mail up to 5 poems with a SASE and a bio note.

To subscribe for one year:
Send $25 to Free Verse.

Free Verse
Linda Aschbrenner, Editor
M233 Marsh Road
Marshfield, WI 54449

South Region

Northwest Region
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It’s easy to make a buck. It’s a lot tougher to make a difference. —Tom Brokaw

This  section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.
Recent publication:  Copyright 2003-04.  For more information, please send a stamped, self-
addressed envelope  to the author or publisher.
Title Publication Author
Title the Storm Chapbook Janet Leahy
poems of war 13480 W. Fountain Drive
IRAQ New Berlin, WI 53151

$10 + $1.50 postage
leahyja@earthlink.net

A Planet Where Flowers Bloom, Chapbook Harvey Taylor
and Bombs Fall & CD 2557 N. Booth Street

Milwaukee, WI 53212
htaylor@wi.rr.com
$7/book, $16/CD postage paid

Amsterdam Days Chapbook Judith Zukerman
PO Box 5442
Madison, WI 53705-0442
(800) 484-3485 PIN 8990
judith@jzukerman.com
$10 + $1.50 postage

Poetry PublicationsTeens turn to poetry to
express their feelings

Anthony Milan, 13, of New York
strutted on stage in late April to the
cheers of hundreds of schoolmates. He
might have just scored the winning goal
in a high-stakes game, but instead, he
was reading his poem, “Who am I?”

When Ariel Hunsberger, 18, sat down
to use the computer, she used to ignore
her parents’ poetry books on the shelf
beside her. But since she went to a
writing camp last year, she reads those
books and others daily.

“Now poetry is a lot more open to
me,” said Hunsberger, of
Fredericksburg, VA. “It is more
immediate and is sometimes the best for
expression and sharing.”

Propelled by teaching methods that
draw on everything from hip-hop culture
to poets-in-residence in schools,
teenagers are embracing poetry. In New
York, San Francisco and Houston,
teachers are showing young adults how
the power of words can help them make
sense of their lives.

“The popularity of poetry among
teenagers is enormous,” said James
Kass, executive director of Youth
Speaks, a literary arts program in San
Francisco that teaches writing and
poetry workshops to young adults. “It’s
become this hip thing, this cool thing.”

Teenagers’ poetry digs deep without
the head-banging analysis of iambic
pentameter or the stuffiness of wine-
sipping recitations. Young adults are
continuing a rich oral tradition and are
pushing the art form into a more
inclusive, high-energy event. Helping
the movement gain traction are
instructors adopting a more user-
friendly approach—like a poem a day or
discussing feelings elicited by poems—
rather than force-feeding a dissection of
the Iliad.
Like Vegetables

“When your teacher treats poetry like
it’s time to eat your vegetables, you
leave high school hating it,” said Meg
Kearney, acting executive director of the
National Book Foundation.

The teaching of poetry has evolved

By Marianne Reid
Columbia News Service

from sometimes-tedious analysis of poetic forms like the sonnet, the quatrain and
the haiku. Examples of specific structure may be presented as models, but
students are not encouraged to judge their work against the masters.

“We’re not measuring our selves against Robert Frost,” said Marty Skoble, who
teaches poetry to all grades at St. Ann’s School in Brooklyn. Skoble introduces
technical writing skills as students are ready. “They’re really discovering poetry
for themselves,” he says.

But he and others aren’t discarding the tools of rhyme, rhythm and repetition,
simile and metaphor. They say they are simply
trying to make poetry relevant and appealing.
That’s especially important because poetry has to
compete with computer games, reality television,
instant messaging and all the other distractions of
modern teenage life.

To help grab teenagers’ attention, some teachers
begin lessons with a look at the students’
immediate culture: hip-hop music.
Strong Connection

“Hip-hop is such a strong connecting force for
this generation,” said Saul Williams, a
contemporary poet and songwriter in Hollywood,
Calif. “Even if they don’t like it, they know a few
songs.” In late April, Williams introduced his own honest and in-the-moment
poetry to eighth graders as poet-in-residence for a week at Intermediate School
145 in Jackson Heights, Queens, where Anthony Milan is a student.

One day, he had his students read lyrics to their favorite songs, including one
by Tupac Shakur called “So Many Tears.”

“Now was that a poem?” Williams asked a class. Twenty heads nodded yes.
The teenage years are times of self-doubt, and the art of teaching poetry is

persuading teenagers to believe in themselves, some teachers say. Through
writing, deeper thoughts and emotions will emerge.

“We teach the teenagers to have enough faith in their heart, minds and
tongues,” Kass tells his students. “You never know what’s going to come out.
You can erase it on paper, but you can’t erase it from your head.”

November 5, 2004

Teens Turn to Poetry continues on page 13
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Well done is better than well said. —Ben Franklin

that some members have experienced. This will increase
mailing costs to the Fellowship. For now, the Board decided
not to pass this extra cost along to the members choosing
this option.

Those satisfied with things as they are don’t need to do
anything. The “default” delivery method will be the
traditional printed copy, sent via bulk mail. That’s how
we’ve been doing it all along. Members will need to notify
the Museletter editor if they wish to exercise one of these
new options. To notify the Museletter editor, send an email
indicating which delivery choice you prefer to
thefalks@frontiernet.net. If you would rather contact the
editor by mail, send a note to her at: Christine Falk, 9556
Upper 205th Street W, Lakeville, MN 55044. Changes went
into effect with this issue.

Museletter Delivery from page 1

Membership List Available to All
Members
   Fellowship members are entitled to receive a list of
members at a minimal cost. The price of the list is $2.00 which
covers the postage. Please send cash or check payable to
Chris Falk. If members would like to receive the list via e-
mail, the cost is free. E-mailed lists will be sent as a .PDF
which requires Adobe Acrobat Reader. Acrobat Reader is
available as a free download from www.adobe.com. In order
to receive the list, members must sign an agreement and
submit it with each request. This form can be obtained by
contacting Chris Falk (address info on page 1) or on the
website at www.wfop.org.

Meet Your Museletter Editor:
Chris Falk

Nancy Rafal prompted me to write this article, indirectly.
Since I have not been to a WFOP conference in several
years, I have not met many of you. Nancy said “We’re
beginning to call you da figment of the WFOP imagination”
in an email to me recently. I figured it is about time I
introduce myself.

I began working as the Museletter Editor for the WFOP in
1994 thanks to the urging of Michael Belongie. After college
graduation from UW-Madison in the 80’s, my husband and I
moved to Randolph, Wisconsin to begin our teaching
careers. My husband taught math in the high school (where
Michael taught) and I taught in the elementary school.
When our son was born in 1990, I became a stay at home
mom. After our daughter was born in 1992, I began looking
for computer work that could be done out of our home office.
Michael suggested that I try putting together the
Museletter. And I have been doing it ever since!

We moved to Lakeville, Minnesota in 2000 (we’re still
loyal Packer fans in spite of living in Purple People Eater
country). Thankfully the WFOP continues to allow me to put
together the Museletter. I spend most of my days carting the
kids to and from school and to their numerous
activities...and I love every minute of it!

I thoroughly enjoy reading what is happening in the world
of poets—even though I have not met most of you, I feel like
I know you. I have always had an interest in reading poetry
(my minor in college was language arts and literature).
Maybe someday I’ll give writing a try!

Nice three bedroom home just north of Baileys Harbor.
Fully furnished, fireplace, south facing deck. Close to
The Ridges Sanctuary, Cana Island, and Bjorklunden.
Weekend and weeklong rental. Renew your energies
in nature’s quiet. For information contact Nancy at
mrsticket@dcwis.com or (920) 839-2191.

Year Round Door County Retreat
South Nest in the Boreal Forest

Hello WFOP members...
If you find value in the Markets column, please consider volunteering to organize it. We need your help! Contact Peter
Sherrill at meadowcroft@dcwis.com or (920) 825-7651 or Chris Falk (see below) if you have questions or are interested
in volunteering for this wonderful column of writing sources!

Markets
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Poetry as Art:
Art Inspired Poetry

Spring Conference
April 29 & 30, 2005
Racine, Wisconsin

WFOP Fall Conference
Guest Speaker Bios

Franco Pagnucci is Emeritus Professor of English from the
University of Wisconsin—Platteville where he taught
creative writing and modern poetry for over thirty years. He
has published (with his wife Susan Pagnucci) several books
on storytelling, including Do Me Stories and Hansel and
Gretel and Grimm and More. His poetry books include:
Face the Poem, ‘79; New Roads Old Towns, ‘88; Out
Harmsen’s Way, ‘91; I Never Had a Pet, ‘92; Ancient Moves,
‘98.  Some of his poetry is anthologized in News of the
Universe; New American Voices, ‘95; and Best American
Poetry, ‘99.

Franco Pagnucci

Ellie Schoenfeld
Ellie is a well-known regional poet from Duluth. She has

presented many readings over the years and had her work
published in numerous small press journals. Ellie is a two-
time winner of the Lake Superior Writers’ Contest, most
recently in 2003 for her poem written for the Duluth-Superior
Symphony “If I Were the Moon.” Ellie’s two collections of
poems are Screaming Red Gladiolus! (Poetry Harbor, 1999)
and Difficult Valentines (Fallow Deer Press, 2003). She
collaborated with Lew Orsoni on Personal Ad, a poetry/
music CD.

Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street West

Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375

e-mail: thefalks@frontiernet.net

How to reach the
Museletter Editor

A recent shooting in Milan’s neighborhood compelled him
to write about it.

“Poetry is like therapy,” he said. “It’s better to write it
down than keep it all inside.”

Hunsberger, who is more inclined to write fiction than
something self-disclosing, finds poetry one of the few media
in which she’ll write about herself.

“I’ve always wished I could slip betwen the sheets of
time/ Visit the people and places of my most impossible
dreams/ Always wished I could slip between the sheets of
time/ Imagine myself a player in a twirling pantomime,” Ariel
writes in a recent poem, “Twirling Blues.” “But I’m stuck
here as me/ I can’t be those people whose stories I tell/ I’m
stuck here as me/ With a desire I cannot quell.”

“Poetry is where I write something real,” she explained.
“It’s more revealing of myself.”

Triad Contest Update

With the July 25th deadline passed, I have received 170
entries. The final tallies were as follows: 37 sonnet entries, 72
poets’ choice, and 61 new poet. The big surprise to me is
that 37 sonnets have been submitted: formalist poetry is
alive and well.

submitted by Richard Swanson

Teens Turn to Poetry continues from page 11

Books for Sale in Poetry Publications section$ 5 . 0 0
per listing (This price is not discounted to Members.
Discount is built into the one free listing per book, per
year).
Sizes
Business Card ..... $25.00
Quarter Page ........ $50.00
Half Page .............. $100.00
Prices are for camera-ready advertisements. Specialty
designs or advertisement setups are available at a price
to be determined. Contact Museletter editor if interested
in purchasing advertisements.

Museletter Advertising Rates

Be bold in what you stand for and careful what you fall for. —Ruth Boorstin
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If you risk nothing, then you risk everything. —Geena Davis

Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
9556 Upper 205th Street
Lakeville, MN 55044
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2005 Calendar Book Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $1.75
2-3 books: $2.75
4-5 books: $3.75
6-10 books: $4.75

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a contributor,
a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. Between now and December
31, you may order up to TEN (10) calendars at the wholesale rate of $7.00 each (retail price is $10.95). Please use the following form to place
your order.
Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005, PO Box 555, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202-0555
Phone: (920) 839-1304

I would like books @ $7.00 each $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges:

Shipping and handling: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

I would like copies of the RETAIL brochure to
distribute to potential individual buyers.
I would like copies of the WHOLESALE brochure
for bookstores, gifts shops and other potential sellers in my
community.


