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Fall 2003

President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets that have joined since the
Summer Museletter issue:

Bryn Gross Madison
Kristin Johnson Appleton
Roger Mergendahl Washburn
Lois Michaelson River Falls
Carol Pluff Sturgeon Bay
Alan Van Raalte Tomahawk
Peter Whalen Milwaukee
Charyl Zehfus Sheboygan

New member inquiries should be directed to
Karla Huston, the membership chair. Her
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

A friend is what the heart needs all the time.—Henry Van Dyke

Editor: Christine Falk

Here’s hoping your summer has been as pleasant as mine: good weather, good
company, a little slack time and only minor nuisances. I wish I could say that I’d
written more – but we’ll come back to that later.

Please plan on attending our joint conference with WRWA this fall. Initially, I
identified this as a first-ever with the Wisconsin Regional Writers’ Association –
but some of our elder members have nudged me gently and reminded me that the
Fellowship and the Regional Writers have indeed shared conferences before. It’s
been a while, though. So – plan on attending this fall’s first-in-recent-memory
joint conference. We’ve got an expanded program, and lots of options to choose
from. The cost is somewhat higher than usual. This reflects the fact that we’re
offering more programs than usual. If this poses a financial hardship, please
contact me individually.

This fall’s meeting will also be the time to elect our slate of officers for the next
three-year term. Officers elected at the fall conference will begin their terms at the
spring 2004 conference. We have a slate of officers chosen by our Nominations
Committee (thanks to committee chair Cathryn Cofell for all her hard work),
which appears separately in this issue of the Museletter. Prior to elections, we will
also accept nominations from the floor, if there are any. Please see the
Fellowship’s Constitution and Bylaws for details of eligibility. Self-nominations
are acceptable, provided (1) nominees qualify for the office per Constitution and
Bylaws, and (2) the nomination is seconded.

This fall’s business meeting will be significantly shorter than usual, because of
the time constraints imposed by a joint conference. This is especially true since
many of our members belong to both organizations. If there are any pressing
business items that must be placed on this fall’s agenda, please contact me
directly.

Okay, so now back to the complaint that began this message: I haven’t written
much this summer. My excuse is that I’ve been doing some cutting-edge research
on the Murphy’s Laws of Writing. I offer the following for your amusement – or
commiseration:
(1) The better an idea, the more likely it will arrive at some maximally-
inconvenient time – such as making love, or performing CPR. This can be
stressful on relationships;
(2) The value of an idea is directly proportional to its distance from the nearest
writing materials;
(3) The value of an idea is inversely proportional to how long it will remain in
your memory without being written down;
(4) It is also inversely proportional to the value of the paper it gets written down
on. This makes it much more likely that the paper itself will be unintentionally
discarded;
(5) Pulitzer-prize-quality ideas invariably get written down on food-stained lunch
bags, paper towels used to mop God-Knows-What, and other - uh -
"biodegradable" paper that eventually must be discarded to avoid conflicts with
family, and the Health Department;
(6) Bad ideas, on the other hand, seem unable to find their own way to the door.
Just like Obnoxious Uncle Ollie, they park themselves right in the middle of

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

Christine Falk
     9556 Upper 205th Street West

Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375

e-mail: thefalks@frontiernet.net

How to reach the
MuseletterMuseletter Editor

President’s Message  continues on page 5

Don’t Forget...
to notify the Museletter
editor if you move or
change your e-mail
address.
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Caring and loving build friendships that last.

Barbara Cranford will sponsor the
August Free Verse poetry contest for
pantoums. The prizes are copies of Barb’s
book Some Quiet Place. Barb and Mary
Lou Judy will conduct their eighth poem-
making workshop in August. Most of the
participants will be WFOP members.
The two also will be reading their poetry
at Barnes & Noble Bookstore in Wausau
October 17th.

Three of Laurie Pech-Daley’s Byline
recognitions have been published
recently. “Revelations” was published
in a recent issue of Free Verse. “Sarah,
age 12 practices Beethoven on the
summer solstice eve” and “Sisters of the
Underworld” were both published in
Chrysanthemum.

Poets from the Mid-Central region
appearing in the Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar 2004 are Linda Aschbrenner,
Grace Bushman, Barbara Cranford,
Bruce Dethlefsen, Phil Hansotia,
Lincoln Hartford, Jeffrey Johannes,
Joan Wiese Johannes, Lucy Rose
Johns, Mary Lou Judy, DyAnne
Korda, Edith Nash, Laurie C. Pech-
Daley, and Mark Scarborough.

Stratford poet Dennis Paulson was
killed in an auto accident on June 20th.
Area poets honored his memory by
reading his poetry on June 27th at the
Final Friday Poetry, Prose and Anything
Goes Open Mic in Marshfield. Poets
participating were Linda Aschbrenner,
Barbara Cranford, Kris Rued-Clark,
Doug Seubert, and Sue Twiggs.

Joan Wiese Johannes gave a reading
at the Montello Public Library on  August
4th and will be doing a presentation on
birds in songs and poems at the Leigh
Yawkey Woodson Museum in Wausau
at 1:30 p.m. on September 21st as part of
the International Bird Art Show program.

Bruce Dethlefsen's new chapbook is
Something Near the Dance Floor
published by Marsh River Editions.

Marshfield poets host the 7 p.m. Final
Friday Poetry Prose and Anything Goes
Open Mic at Simply From the Hearth in What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

South-Central RegionMid-Central Region

Marshfield, 126 S. Central Avenue. Fall
dates are the last Friday of each month—
August 29th,  September 26th, and
October 31st. The open mic will not be
held in November and December, but
will resume again on January 30th.

First and foremost, an apology to my
constituency. I missed the deadline for
the summer Museletter, so some of the
items that appear below are a bit dated.
Two more semesters of graduate school,
and then hopefully my performance will
improve.

Going all the way back to February,
the Winter Festival of Poets concluded
with the following WFOP members:
Richard Roe, Shoshauna Shy, Lenore
Coberly, Eve Robillard, Betsy Strand,
Margaret Benbow, Alison Townsend,
Barbara Houghton, Fran Rall, CX
Dillhunt, Judith Strasser, Robin
Chapman, David Scheler, and Ron
Ellis. In case there is ANYONE out
there who does not know about this
popular event, it is held annually at
Canterbury Booksellers in Madison,
every Sunday afternoon from mid-
January through mid-March. Lynn
Patrick Smith puts it all together.

Jeannie Bergmann reports that she
had poems posted online at Poems
Niederngasse and asininepoetry.com this
spring and summer.  (You might have to
look under her pen name, “Easter
Cathay”).  She was also a finalist for both
the Joy Bale Boone Award and the James
Heart Poetry Prize. Her poem for the
former competition was published in
Wind magazine; for the latter, in North
American Review.  Jeannie also recently
won the Mary Roberts Rinehart poetry
prize for her poem “Grand Tour.”  Rumor
has it she was going to use the cash award
to upgrade to a new version of Photoshop,
and buy a digital camera ... this is for her
OTHER art form ... see below.

Alison Townsend read from her new
book The Blue Dress at Borders West
(Madison), on April 24th. A reception
followed the reading. Alison is a longtime
WFOP member. She teaches English,
creative writing, and women’s studies at
UW-Whitewater, and offers private
writing workshops for women under the
name “In Our Own Voice.” She has
previously published What the Body

Knows.
Peg Sherry has been busy sending out

her poetry—and it’s paying off.  In April
she learned that her poem “Getting My
Prayers to God” was to be published in
Chattels of the Heart; in May it was
announced that her piece titled “Waiting
to Move” had won second prize in the
Bo Carter Memorial Poetry Contest
sponsored by Waukesha Writers.  (Note:
Peg says she submitted to Chattels of the
Heart after seeing it mentioned on the
“Markets” page of the Museletter.
Publicity works!)

Likewise, Susan Elbe  has  been
garnering honors for her writing.  She
has recently had poems published in
Crab Orchard Review, Smartish Pace,
Passages North, CALYX, and Nimrod
International Journal, and has had a
new chapbook, Light Made From
Nothing, published by Parallel Press.
As I write this (June) she is ensconced at
the Vermont Studio Center, doing a one-
month residency.  She was awarded the
residency by the Pleasant Rowland
Foundation.  That competition was also
announced in the Museletter.

And speaking of June, a poetry and
visual art exhibit entitled “Epidemic
Peace Imagery” could be seen during
that month at the Speech and Hearing
Clinics at the UW-Madison.  A standing-
room-only opening reception was held
on June 1st, with approximately half the
poets reading their work; the remaining
poets are scheduled to read on August
3rd, when the exhibit moves to the First
Unitarian Society.  WFOP members and
peace activists Robin Chapman and
Claire Box  had the idea for, and
organized and contributed to, the exhibit,
which will travel around Madison and
other cities over the course of one
calendar year.  The concept is that it will
be additive, with new items blending in
throughout the lifespan of the project.
As of this writing, other WFOP members
whose poetry is included are: Alice
D’Alessio, Kenna del Sol, Susan Elbe,
R. Virgil Ellis, Ellen Kort, Jackie
Langetieg, Dave Meinhardt, Kathy
Miner, Judith Strasser, Richard
Swanson, Alison Townsend, and Fran
Zell.  Jeannie Bergmann contributed a
visual art piece.  ( I told you I would tie
that in!)

June also brought us the eleventh
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Friends...they cherish each other’s hopes. They are kind to each other’s dreams.—Henry David Thoreau

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

Northeast Region

East Region

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

annual Invitational Poetry Marathon,
held as usual on Father’s Day, June 15th,
in the atrium at Olbrich Gardens in
Madison. Once again, Fran Rall did a
wonderful job organizing and emceeing
this event.  A very special treat this year
was the appearance of Fran’s daughter,
Alyse Rall of California, who read her
own poetry! And then there were the
enormously entertaining Tri
Bratovchedki Singers ... WFOP poets
contributing to the show were Jeannie
Bergmann, Lenore Coberly, Jo Bartels
Alderson, Elaine Cavanaugh, Michael
Farmer, Kathryn Gahl, Frank
Konieska, and Nancy Rafal. Lots of
good words on a beautiful sunny
afternoon.

A number of WFOP members have
participated in the First Thursday poetry
readings at Avol’s Bookstore, 24 W.
Gilman Street in Madison. These are
held at 7 p.m. at the store, the first
Thursday of “almost every” month, and
generally feature two scheduled readers
and an open mike. The store owner is a
poet himself. To inquire about
programming, call him at (608) 255-
4730 or check the listings at
www.madpoetry.org . Another set of
ongoing readings, these actively
sponsored by WFOP and coordinated
by Richard Roe, are held at Barnes &
Noble West, on the fourth Sunday of
every month, also at 7 p.m. They follow
a similar format.

A new combination of poetry and
music made its debut in Madison in the
summer of 2003.  “Folk at 4” was a series
of free outdoor folk music concerts, held
on Saturday afternoons at 4 p.m. at Lisa
Link Peace Park, located on State Street
halfway between the UW campus and
the Capitol Square.  Area poets, many of
them WFOP members, read their work
at “halftime”, between the musical sets.

Madison poets Shoshauna Shy and
Jeannie Bergmann have collaborated
to launch a new website to help poets and
poetry event coordinators connect. Please
look for details elsewhere in this
Museletter, and check out the site at
http://www.bookthatpoet.com.
submitted by
Kathy Miner, South-Central Regional VP

Jackie Langetieg, Madison, was one
of the runners-up in the Wisconsin
Academy Review Statewide Poetry

Contest 2003. Her poem will be published
in The Wisconsin Academy Review summer
issue.

The Prairie Fire Poetry Quartet
comprised of Shoshauna Shy, John
Lehman, Richard Roe  and Robin
Chapman performed the life story and
poetry of Lorine Niedecker at a celebration
of her 100th birthday hosted at the Hoard
Museum in Fort Atkinson on May 8th.
Shoshauna Shy has also had poems
published by Poet’s Canvas, Moon
Journal, Lynx Eye, Miller’s Pond and
Karamu .

Alice D’Alessio has a book coming out
in September, co-written with Doug Moe
entitled Uncommon Sense: The Life of
Marshall Erdman . Erdman was a
prominent Madison citizen, friend of Frank
Lloyd Wright, and nationally known
builder. Alice won in three categories of
the Triton College competition with the
poems being published in their magazine,
Ariel. She has had poems published in
HarpStrings, Free Verse and Moebius.

Congratulations to all region members
who have works in the Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar 2004: Sue De Kelver, Jude
Genereaux, Annette Grunseth, Barbara
Larsen, June Nirschl, Nancy Rafal, Judy
Roy, Peter Sherrill, and Joey Wojtusik.

Peg Nemeth presented new works at
The Bridge in Egg Harbor on June 21st.

David Jones read new works at The
Bridge on July 19th.

Sue De Kelver recently was published
in the Door Voice and will have a poem in
the Valley Scene in September.

The Wallace Poetry Group has
completed a poetry project in conjunction
with the Door County Land Trust. The
collection of twenty one poems, each with
a hand-stamped image, is the work of
members Hanne Gault, Barbara Larsen,
Harriet Murphy, Peg Nemeth, June
Nirschl, Nancy Rafal, and Judy Roy.
The collection is available in an easel case
which allows easy display of the individual
poems.  The group read from Entering the
Door: Images of Door County at the Neville
Public Museum in Green Bay on July 30th.

On Father’s Day Kathryn Gahl,
Michael Farmer, and Nancy Rafal joined
Madison area poets at Olbrich Botanical
Gardens for a reading. Fran Rall
coordinated the program.

Kathryn Gahl’s poetry appeared in
the July ‘03 American Journal of
Nursing . She will attend Vermont
College’s 10th Annual Post-Graduate
Writers’ Conference in August. On
September 6th Kathryn will read her
work on Wisconsin Public Radio’s
Higher Ground with Jonathan Overby.
submitted by
Nancy Rafal, Northeast Regional VP

Joey Wojtusik served as Artist in
Residence for the Three Lakes
Elementary School in May. On Saturday,
July 12th, the Brown Street Books in
Rhinelander hosted a book signing for
Joey. Her collection of prose and poetry
is called Simply North: a Collection
from the Heart.

Margaret Benbow will be taking part
in the Woodland Pattern Book Center
reading on August 3rd in Milwaukee, an
event held to feature 2003 Wisconsin
Arts Board Fellowship winners.

Charles Ries was awarded first place
in the rhyming division of the 30th Annual
Mississippi Valley Poetry Contest
sponsored by the Midwest Writing
Center for his poem “Milwaukee’s First
Dance.” His poems have been recently
accepted for publication in Rattle, Sour
Grapes, Circle Magazine, Staplegun and
SNReview.

Kathleen Dale’s poem, “Bird Calls”
appears in the current issue of The New
River: Digital Writing and Art which
can be found at www.cddc.vt.edu/
journals/newriver/. Her poems “DNA
Ditty” and “di-strak-tid” appeared in
Poet’s Canvas at www.poetscanvas.org/
frame22.htm. She also had a poem
entitled “Diminished Things” published
in Switched-on Gutenberg  which can be
found at http://faculty.washingtoon.edu/
jnh/. Her poems, “Mixing Cement”,
“without desire”, and “Today She Drank
from a Cup Only with Help” appeared in
Chiron Review.

The Second Sunday Poets group is
planning a reading on September 14th
and October 12th at 2:00 p.m. at the
Drummond Public Library. Each event
will include a featured reader and an
open reading plus refreshments. For more

Northwest Region
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Good company on a journey makes the way to seem the shorter.—Izaak Walton

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3 In Memoriam
Ruby Thalke

WFOP members will be saddened to hear of the death of Ruby Thalke of
Brookfield, Wisconsin. She died on May 17, 2003 and is buried in Appleton
Highland Memorial Cemetery. She participated in writing classes and was a
member of WFOP and WRWA. She was 92 years old. Her poetry is published in
Fox Cry and Wisconsin Poets’ Calendars. Write to Elaine Cavanaugh at 2643
Mariner Drive, Hartland, WI 53029 or email at tcservices1@prodigy.net.

information, please contact Jan
Chronister at chron@cheqnet.net.

Jan Chronister had three poems
published in this year’s edition of the
Dust&Fire Anthology published by
Bemidji State University. Jan also had a
poem published in the latest edition of
Mush , published by the University of
Wisconsin-Marathon County in Wausau.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Spring has turned to summer with a
vengeance in the West Central Region.
Last night at the Writers’ Group at the
Library half the poems were about heat,
but poetry still flourishes.

April 12th Nadine St. Louis was part
of a group reading poems for peace at the
Acoustic Cafe. April 30th WFOP
members celebrated Poetry Month at a
“Poetry Anyone?” reading at the Eau
Claire L.E. Phillips Memorial Public
Library.

Candace Hennekens  a t t ended  a
workshop with poet Tom Disch. Sue
Thibado and Eva Mewes have been
attending a weekly poetry workshop at
the Loft in Minneapolis.

Sandra Lindow and Nadine St. Louis
have poems posted on the poetry wall of
the Eau Claire Crossroads Bookstore.

Sandra Lindow’s  poem
“Communicant’s Blessing” won third
prize in the NFSPS 44th Annual Contest
in a  category sponsored by the League
of Minnesota Poets. Lindow has poems
in Say, What Time is It?, the June
Asimov’s, the Magazine of Speculative
Poetry , Wisconsin Press Women's
Impression/Expressions Literary and
Visual Arts Contest Winners Anthology,
Wisconsin Academy Review and on-line
at www.ravenelectric.com. She has
recently become poetry editor for
Kaleidoscope Magazine. The next issue
will focus on aging.

Alaska born, award winning poet Anne
Coray will read from her work at the L.E.
Phillips Memorial Public Library in Eau
Claire, Wisconsin, on Wednesday,
August 27th at 7:00 p.m.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

West-Central Region

Chequamegon Moon

o moon
you are caught
like a child’s balloon
in branches of tall pine.
shafts of light cast shadows
on forest floor

needles crack beneath my feet
are old like me,
crush easily,
mingle and become one with earth
that shimmers beside you
chequamegon moon

Ruby Thalke
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar 1996

celebration

in this
bud-bursting season
even I
feel young and new

I sing of spring wind
that flings me
against the sky
sun high

I celebrate earth
that shimmers
below

Ruby Thalke
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar 2000

Dennis Paulson
We mourn the loss of Dennis Paulson, 37, of Stratford who died in a car

accident on June 20. A graduate of UW-Eau Claire, Dennis was a much-admired
English teacher in the Stratford School District and a highly regarded coach.
Dennis was a member of WFOP and the Marshfield Area Poetry Society. His
poetry was featured in the Marshfield News Herald on November 23, 2000; he
gave a poetry reading at the Marshfield Public Library on June 6, 2001; and
several of his poems were published in Free Verse. We remember his smile,
enthusiasm, and love for family and life. Dennis is survived by his son, Alex.

Slate of Nominees for WFOP Board of
Directors Announced
The following are the nominees for the WFOP Board of Directors, 2004-2007, to
be elected at the Fall Conference:

President Peter Sherrill
Vice-President Roberta Fabiani
Treasurer D.B. Appleton
Secretary Bruce Dethlefsen

Recently and/or newly Appointed positions:

Membership Chair Peter Piaskoski (will take over for Karla Huston as of
October 2003)

2005 Calendar Bus. Mgr. Michael Farmer
2005 Calendar Editors Gary Busha and Michael Koehler
Student Contest Chair Yvette Flaten
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Just the presence of a caring friend can make a world of difference.—Sheri Curry

Meet Your Board Members:
Karla Huston, Membership Chair

Yikes! which is what I wanted to say when tapped for this column.   What I did say was,
“well maybe,” so here I am.  I came to writing late, came to most every thing late. I had
children after 11 years of marriage; I went back to college when I was 42. I decided to
become a high school English teacher, but I was worried about getting a job. Who’d hire
someone as old as I? Neenah High School did—and for that very reason. I was asked to
teach creative writing, which is something I’d never done. What I didn’t know, I learned,
found out, discovered. I asked questions. I wrote my students assignments. I’ve been
teaching for 9 years, now, and my students are sometimes my best teachers. I also finally
finished my masters degree, a Master of Arts in English with an emphasis on poetry,
earning it from the University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh. This was indeed a lot of worthwhile
work.

What else do I do? I spend a lot of time complaining about having no time.  This is a
waste of time. September through June, I work hard at teaching, assessing papers and
creating lessons plans. In the summer, I sometimes take classes or teach classes or paint
walls or make soap or dig in dirt or braid lavender wands. Last summer I spent a month at
Ragdale writing my masters thesis. Mostly I try to read, write, read, read, read.

My two daughters are grown up or mostly so. Rebecca lives and works in Philadelphia,
and Kimberly lives in Milwaukee where she will be a sophomore at UW Milwaukee this
fall. My husband, who also works hard, would love to spend all his time in a bass boat on a
great lake, perfecting his drop shot, his Carolina rig or his flipping skills. These are
technical fishing terms, so see me for definitions.

In the summer 2003 issue of Rattle, Gerald Stern, in response to what advice he’d give
to aspiring poets, says, “I would tell him or her to read, to read until his eyes pop out, until
he gets pains in his head … to realize that poets are those who read and occasionally write.
I would advise him or her not to publish too early. And not to lose heart, but to realize that
if you’re serious about this, you give up your life to it.”

This seems like good advice to me.

This  section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.
Recent publication:  Copyright 2002-03.  For more information, please send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope  to the author or publisher.
Title Publication Author
Something Near the Dance Floor Chapbook Bruce Dethlefsen

For info contact publisher:
Marsh River Editions
M233 Marsh Road
Marshfield, WI 54449
wordzoo@dwave.net
$9.00 includes postage

Simply North: a Collection from Poetry Joey Wojtusik
the Heart 6115 E. Big Lake Loop Road

Three Lakes, WI 54562
(715) 546-3220
wojo10@nnex.net

everything and never shut up;
(7) When editing a poem, the Line That Really Makes This Poem Work is the next line that
has to go;
(8) The line that you put in because you had to have something in there, at least
temporarily, turns out to be the line that really does make the poem work;
(9) The Really Good One – written from every fiber of your being – puts your listeners to
sleep; and finally,
(10) The poem you send as “filler” with that Really Good One will be the one the editor
just loves. The Really Good One will always get returned.

Here’s to good weather, good friends and good writing. See you this fall at the
conference.

Hugs,

President’s Message  from  page 1

Retreat to the Country
Near Spring Green,
Wisconsin
Beautifully restored 2 story, 1
bedroom turn of the century
home, 3 porches, perfect for
writers, tucked in a valley
surrounded by hills, bubbling
springs, walking trails and trout
streams. Weekly and monthly
rental. Birdsongs and glorious
star viewing free. Contact
Bruce for more information at
bruce@delta-storage.com or
call (608) 279-8881.

BookThatPoet.com

You’ve had books published…Your poems
have been in prestigious journals…So,

why aren’t you getting invited
to literary lollapaloozas  to read

your work?

It could be that you’re hard to find.

If a librarian, professor or bookshop owner
does not know you by name,

then a Yahoo search won’t turn you up.
However,

 BookThatPoet.com,
a new listing service, allows

poetry event organizers to discover what poets
live in their region, read a sample

of their work, and contact them directly.
Find out how you can be listed

on this site.

Advertisements

Poetry Publications

Poetry Contest, Wisconsin
Academy Review
The Wisconsin Academy Review Poetry
Contest has a deadline of December 1, with
submissions accepted beginning September
1. Prizes are the John Lehman Poetry
Award ($500), plus second- and third-place
cash prizes and publication in the
Wisconsin Academy Review  and readings at
the Wisconsin Book Festival and
Canterbury Booksellers. Look for details
beginning September 1 on the Wisconsin
Academy website,
www.wisconsinacademy.org
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HER PRESENCE

Our daughters, in their teens,
Now crawl into their mother's
Side of the bed while she is far
Away caring for her ailing father.

Having snuggled deep inside
Her years ago, they know her
Better than themselves.  They
Munch cheese and chips,

Read, phone their friends.  They
Do this nonchalantly.  It is a
Given that her absence is just
Another sign she’s always there.

--------------Bill Charlesworth, Stockholm

ASSUMPTION

Mid-August:  all quietly covered in dust, twice-draped,
web-wrapped, encased in loose lint and brittle hair,
whispering about the edges of our frayed, unswept
summer.  Unkempt children pound in and out and do not care

if unwiped grass adheres to thudding footsoles.
They loudly laugh while I pontificate to air,
forming an unvoiced argument:  chaos takes hold
crashingly, gleefully, at this time of year,

when let go echoes in the willing ear.
Let go-as we let go the creeping vine,
and let go geraniums crowded with dried spears
or let go thoughts of spring design

and everything we thought we would become
undone.

----------------------------------- Wendy Vardaman, Madison

A Season’s Gold:  Favorite Selections from Five Past Autumns

MILKING METAPHOR

Appreciatively approach the rich
plumpness, tinged pink.  Careful
not to tweak, twist, damage.
Work rhythmically, tirelessly;
attempt no other task.
Leave other animals at pasture;
don’t switch mammals midstream.
Milking’s hard work:  early a.m.’s,
tired twilights.  But, oh, the nourishment,
the satisfaction of leaving
no drop of sweet sustenance
unsavored,
uncollected.

-------------------------- Laurel Yourke, Madison

Poems by Our Membership / / Shoshauna Shy, Editor

THE CHAMP

In those days when kids played
mibs in vacant lots,
on sidewalks and in gutters,
there arose in the neighborhood
a master gamesman
who crowned himself Marvin,
the Marvelous Marvin
of Marbles.  He honed his skills
until he cleaned every
champion within hiking
distance of the drugstore
out of everything that would
roll:  glassies, brassies,
aggies, steelies, and cat's eyes.
Because everyone had lost
all their marbles, no one could
play.  And Marvin kept
calling and calling, “Hey -
this is crazy.  You guys
are chicken.”  But nobody listened.
Everyone played stickball
or mumble-de-peg instead.

------------------- Sprague Vonier, Milwaukee
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LIVING SEPARATED FROM HIM

Celibacy elongates me, stretches me out like taffy.
My fingernails grow in spite of their memory
of my biting them, and my days
number 58 times 365-or 366
on the Leap I never took time to
understand-rotations
of the earth around the sun meaningless
tallied against you in tenth-grade Science class—
fine white hairs on your arm
tantalizing me away from all the planets but this one.
I yearn for that feathery touch on my belly,
remembering how your toes twisted in passion.

Your days are crowded with thoughts of us
when we were new.
They glisten with false promises—
you, the only man who saw me naked,
shared the birth of our son,
looked into my eyes when I cried, held me
at the death of my parents, my own cancer.

But there was the screaming
—the screaming—
and dropping the children’s hopes like bags of trash.

Pain is easy to ignore, forgotten in these six years
of blissful quiet and separateness.  Should I grow lonely
it will be remembered pleasure that keeps me here-
the looming box of it
that would fly open at the merest touch of your hand.

----------------------------- Jackie Langetieg, Madison

Submit poems to:
Shoshauna Shy

222 S. Bedford Street, Suite F
Madison, WI 53703

OR   shaunshy@netscape.net
(No Attachments, Please)

Include SASE

THE CLIMB

for Matt Welter

I climb the winding staircase
of the lighthouse
in the middle of the afternoon
the white stucco surface
of the lighthouse
is not quite as white as it was
the black door
of the lighthouse
in the shadow
of the lighthouse
was not as black
as it could’ve been
there’s oh maybe
a third of a day
left before sunset

----------------------- Bruce Dethlefsen, Westfield

Theme for Winter issue:
Communication, Connection—
Our Keyboards, Our Cell
Phones

GRIZZLY BEARS AND YOU

What thicket of cogitation, what
brambly ursine instinct lumbers slow
and ever tends sinews toward long
winter sleep, I can never know.

Nor candent surges that drive tons
through cedar and ponderosa gaping
and yawing in spring.  But I fear.

Had at seven I not read Grizzly Attack
(nor dreamt on it that night to urge it
further into cells), who knows?  Maybe

mangle humps, marbly eyes, matted manes
reeking sour and thick would not haunt.

Once I read eternity in your eyes
and trembled for the truth of it.  God,
what killing cold inhabits your heart!

So touch me and know I tremble still.

Two things only in this world
I fear:  grizzly bears and you.

----------------------- Mitchell Metz, Oconomowoc

Please note new email address
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Laughter and the love of friends carry us far to undiscovered ends.

Membership List
Available to All
Members

Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets Membership List Request

    The WFOP membership list is the property of the Wisconsin Fellowship of
Poets (WFOP). The WFOP has an interest in protecting the privacy of its
members and the integrity of its membership information.
    I am a member of the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets. I hereby request a copy
of the WFOP membership list. By doing so, I agree that:

I will use the information in the list for personal purposes, as a member of the
WFOP, consistent with the goals and policies of the WFOP;
I will not use the information in the list for solicitation, sales, promotion, or
other purposes outside the work of the WFOP;
I will not transmit, communicate, copy, sell, lend, rent or otherwise make this
information available to any person without the prior consent of the WFOP;
I understand that violation of this agreement may result in legal action against
me.

Signed

Dated

This form must be submitted with all requests for Membership Lists and mailed to Chris Falk,
9556 Upper 205th Street W, Lakeville, MN 55044. Photocopies are acceptable. Requests for the
form to be sent via e-mail can be made to thefalks@frontiernet.net.

   Fellowship members are
entitled to receive a list of
members at cost. The cost of the
list is $2.00 which covers the
postage. Please send cash or
check payable to Chris Falk. If a
member would like to receive the
list via e-mail, the cost is free. E-
mailed lists will be sent as a .PDF
which requires Adobe Acrobat
Reader. Acrobat Reader is
available as a free download from
www.adobe.com. In order to
receive the list, they must now
sign the following agreement and
submit it with each request:

2004 Calendar Book Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $1.75
2-3 books: $2.75
4-5 books: $3.75
6-10 books: $4.75

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a
contributor, a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. Between now
and December 31, you may order up to TEN (10) calendars at the wholesale rate of $7.00 each (retail price is $10.95). Please use the following
form to place your order.
Send to: Lou Roach, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2004, 311 Meadow Lane, Poynette, WI  53955-9349
Phone: (608)  635-7997

I would like books @ $7.00 each $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges:

Shipping and handling: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account: $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

I would like copies of the RETAIL brochure to
distribute to potential individual buyers.
I would like copies of the WHOLESALE brochure
for bookstores, gifts shops and other potential sellers in my community.

2004 Calendar Notes
Please use the above order form to place your 2004 Calendar order. Errata: Josie Zell asks that you note a correction in her

poem on page 66. Line 6 should read “and leaves like Passion palms”, not “Passion psalms” as appeared in the calendar. The
editors apologize. Also, Calendar co-editor, Alice D’Alessio, has been alerted by one member who claims that page 100 in
her calendar was blank. If you should run across this situation, please contact Alice at adalessio@aol.com/(608) 231-1939 or
Jackie Langetieg at jackielang@charter.net/(608) 271-9072. The printer should be notified if blank pages exist in multiple
issues.
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Recall it as often as you wish, a happy memory never wears out.—Libbie Fudim

MarketsMarkets
Joey (Mary Jo) Wojtusik  • 6115 E. Big Lake Loop Road • Three Lakes, WI 54562 • wojo10@nnex.net

*The early Museletter deadline doesn’t coincide with my sources this time, so I’ve included some online items from Fiction
Factor. Caveat-check guidelines at websites wherever possible. Markets fluctuate and requirements change.

From Fiction Factor

Tar River Poetry is one of the top ten poetry markets according to Writer’s Digest. Poems with strong
imagery preferred; long poems rarely accepted. Guidelines: SASE required. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for reply.
Tar River Poetry, Department of English, General Classroom Building, East Carolina University, Greenville,  NC  27858-
4353

Cappers: Free and light verse, traditional and inspirational poems welcome. Easy to read, down-to-earth themes. Guidelines: 5
or 6 poems used in each issue; length 4-16 lines. Payment of $10 to $15 on acceptance. Submission Guidelines: http://
www.cappers.com/guidelines.html

Cornerstone Magazine: Will accept Haiku, free verse, light verse. No “churchy sing-song rhyme.” Pays $10 for poems up to
15 lines and $25 for 16 lines and over. Submission Guidelines: http://www.cornerstonemag.com/home/guidlin.htm

Mocha Memoirs is a literary ezine publishing the best short stories and poetry. “We are one of the few markets that pays for
poetry.” Submission Guidelines: http://www.mochamemoirs.com/MMSubmission.shtm

Orion Society is a quarterly that “explores the relationship between people and nature, examines human communities and how
they fit into the larger natural community, and strives to renew our spiritual connection to the world.” Pays $100 for poem on
publication. Submission Guidelines: http://www.oriononline.org/pages/om/omguidelines.html

Pedestal Magazine is a literary magazine accepting work from new and established writers. Open to variety of poetry from
“traditional to highly experimental.” Pays $30-$60 per poem. Submission Guidelines: http://www.thepedestalmagazine.com/
Submit1.asp

The Threepenny Review is a quarterly magazine with a political flavor. Accepts poems of any length and style. Pays up to
$100 per poem plus one year’s free subscription. Submission Guidelines: http://www.threepennyreview.com/submissions.html

Other Markets

ByLine Magazine New-Talent Poetry Contest: Deadline August 6, 2003. “Any style or length. Open to any writer who’s never
won a cash prize in a ByLine poetry contest.” Entry Fee: $3. Mail entries to CONTESTS, ByLine Magazine, P O Box 5240,
Edmond, OK  73083-5240.

The Journal: Submissions: The Journal, Department of English, The Ohio State University, 164 W 17 Ave, Columbus, OH
43210.

Door Peninsula Voice: Charlotte Manning, Editor. Send SASE for guidelines: P O Box 235, Egg Harbor, WI  54209-0235.

Inspiration and Unsolicited Advice

Alexander Pope urged poets to “let the onomatopoeia rip” in his Essay on Criticism:
 . . . when loud surges lash the sounding
shore,
        The hoarse, rough verse should like the torrent roar.  (The Writer, April 2003)
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Sharing openly, laughing often, trusting always, and caring deeply—this is friendship.

NOTE: In case of illness or emergency, full Registration Fee will be refunded upon our notification 72 HOURS PRIOR
TO CONFERENCE. After that, only half refunds will be considered. Meal fees are non-refundable .

NAME (Please print)

ADDRESS (city; street/road; state; ZIP)

PHONE E-MAIL

WRWA MEMBER SINCE (year) WFOP MEMBER SINCE (year)

NAME OF LOCAL WRITING CLUB OR REGION

WRWA & WFOP MEMBERS :

q I am a member of the WRWA Board of Directors (or Committee Chair) and plan to attend the Friday Board Meeting, Friday, September
26 TH (7:00 pm in the Mallard Room)

q I am a member of the WFOP Board of Directors (or Committee Chair) and plan to attend the Friday Board Meeting, Friday, September
26 TH (6:30 pm in the Pintail Room)

q I plan to have a book for sale at the Book Fair, Saturday, September 27 TH , 3:45 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.

qPlace my name in consideration for the OPEN MIC LOTTERY at the Jade Ring/Triad Banquet.

REGISTRATION FEE: WRWA & WFOP Members Nonmembers Charges
(Conference registration fees and meals costs Preregistered & Walk-ins
are separate)

Fall Conference Registration (Both days) $60 $65

Saturday Only $55 $60

Sunday Only $55 $60

Saturday Luncheon $11.50 (Includes gratuity) Mark your choice below.

Jade Ring/Triad Banquet $20.25 (Includes gratuity) Mark your choice below.

Total

LUNCHEON CHOICES : All entrees include Fresh Fruit Cup, Dessert and coffee/ tea. Please CHECK ONE.

qChicken Caesar Salad. Fresh Fruit Cup. Broiled Chicken Breast on Top of Romaine Lettuce with Caesar Dressing, Croutons and Fresh
Parmesan Cheese.

qWisconsin Deli Plate. A Generous Portion of Ham, Turkey, Roast Beef, Salami and Wisconsin Cheese on a Kaiser Roll. Served with
Hearty Potato Salad, Lettuce Tomato Slices, Onions and Garnished with a Pickle.

qHigh Noon Croissant . Flaky Croissant with Layers of Cucumbers, Tomatoes, Lettuce Leaves, Alfalfa Sprouts and Red Onion Slices,
with Chipotle Mayonnaise. Served with Pasta Salad.

JADE RING/TRIAD Banquet: All Entrees Include Cheese Crock with Homemade Breadsticks, Mixed Green Salad,
Coffee/tea and Dessert. Please CHECK ONE

qWalleye Pike. Baked Walleye Pike Topped with Citrus Peppercorn Butter and Served with Parsley Boiled Potatoes.

qPork Tenderloin. Pork Tenderloin Marinated in Apples and Herbs with a Rosemary Jus lie, Served with Potato Pancakes.

qMixed Grilled Vegetables with baked potato.

Please make all checks payable to WISCONSIN REGIONAL WRITERS’ ASSN., INC. (WRWA, INC.), regardless of WRWA or WFOP affilia-
tion, and send by September 22, 2003 to: Don Derozier, Registration Chair, 2491 Security Dr, Oshkosh, WI, 54901-2108; (920) 235-7905;
registration@WRWA.net. Please DO NOT send membership dues with your registration. Send WRWA dues to: Robert Le Hew, Membership Chair, N9887
Caldron Falls Road, Crivitz, WI 54114-7834; (715) 757-3548; membership@WRWA.net. Send WFOP dues to D B Appleton, 720 E Gorham St, #402,
Madison, WI, 53703.

DEADLINE FOR FALL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: September 22, 2003
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Threads of friendship embroider our lives with patterns of joy.

Fall Conference Program — Pioneer Resort & Marina
Oshkosh, Wisconsin — September 26, 27 & 28, 2003

Please make your own hotel reservations and mention that you are with WRWA when calling. A block of
rooms will be held until August 27, 2003. After that date, reservations for rooms will be accepted based upon
availability and the guaranteed rate will not apply.

Pioneer Resort-Oshkosh
1000 Pioneer Drive
Oshkosh, WI 54902
(800) 683-1980
(920) 233-1980
FAX (920) 426-2115
Rooms :
Single: $89 plus tax
Double: $89 plus tax

PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Friday, September 26, 2003
6:30 pm WFOP Board Meeting - Pintail Room
7:00 pm WRWA Board of Directors Meeting - Mallard Room - Open to All!
7:30-9:30 pm WFOP Roll Call Poems - Teal Room

Saturday, September 27, 2003:
7:30 Registration outside Ballrooms A-C

Good Morning Buffet in Ballrooms A-C
8:00-8:30 am WFOP General Meeting - Ballrooms A-C
8:30-9:00 am WRWA General Meeting - Ballrooms A-C
9:15-10:15 am ROBERT NAZARENE, Contemporary American Poetry: Tweedledum and Tweedledee
10:15-10:30 am Break
10:30-11:30 am DAVID SCHWEITZER, August Derleth Presentation
11:30-11:45 pm Break
11:45-1:00 pm Luncheon in Teal Room (Return to Ballrooms A-C after lunch.)
1:00-2:30 pm PANEL DISCUSSION, To Whom is the Writer Responsible? - Ballrooms A-C

Moderator: Karla Huston. Panelists: Don Derozier, Roberta Fabiani, Ellen Kort and Mary-Jeane
Smoller-Phillips

2:30-2:45 pm Break
2:45-3:45 pm Writers Helping Writers: Two Breakout Sessions in Teal Room or Breakwater Room
3:45-5:00 pm Book Fair: Meet & Greet Authors, Schmooze with Agents and Publishers. Cash Bar, Hors

D’oeuvres - Teal Room
6:00-7:00 pm Social Hour - Teal Room
7:00 pm Jade Ring/Triad Banquet: Cash Bar and Presentations in Teal Room; Open Mic to follow.

Sunday, September 28, 2003:
8:00-8:45 am WRWA Board Meeting - Mallard Room New Board members will be in attendance.

Breakfast on your own.
9:00-9:15 am WRWA Robert Gard Traveling Trophy Award - Ballrooms A-C
9:15-10:15 am KATHLEEN MCGWIN, Using Literature to Improve Your Writing - Ballrooms A-C
10:15-10:30 am Break
10:30-11:30 am PAMELA GEMIN, Are You Anthologized? Behind the Scenes of Anthology Making - Ballrooms A-C
11:30 am Adjourn
Please drive safely. Remember to fill out your conference evaluation sheet.

Travelodge Oshkosh
1015 S Washburn St
Oshkosh, WI
(920) 233-4300

Ramada Inn
500 S Koeller St
Oshkosh, WI
(920) 233-1901
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When hands reach out in friendship, hearts are touched with joy.

WFOP/WRWA Fall Conference 2003
Speaker Bios

Robert Nazarene
Robert Nazarene is founding editor of Margie/The American Journal of

Poetry. His poems have appeared in Ploughshares, The Oxford American,
Quarterly West, New York Quarterly, and elsewhere. His first full length
collection, “Strong Medicine”, was a finalist for the National Poetry Book
Award. He is a graduate of the McDonough School of Business at
Georgetown University.

Robert took on the big time publishing world to stick his neck out as
publisher of Margie. This is no small press saddle stitched journal, but a
full-fledged challenge to the Best of American Poetry and others of that
ilk. Some might dispute this claim, but the journal is indeed impressive.

Kathleen McGwin
As a licensed nursing home administrator in the state of Wisconsin

with over 25 years of administrative experience in long term care, Kathie
McGwin has been an advocate for the rights of people with disabilities and
the elderly. She has served on Wisconsin legislative and Governor’s study
committees on services for people with developmental disabilities and
healthcare workforce issues. Her undergraduate degree is in education
while her master’s degree is in counseling. Kathie completed all but a
dissertation for a doctorate degree which included study in adult
education.  Besides full time work as Executive Director of a non-profit
agency in southeastern Wisconsin, she has taught in the MBA long term
healthcare program of Cardinal Stritch University and taught human
sexuality for Springfield College. She is an ongoing adjunct instructor of
communications for Madison Area Technical College. Over the years
Kathie has conducted hundreds of training seminars and workshops across
the country for managers, social workers, direct care givers, and others in
the healthcare and human services fields. Writing and producing video
training also has been a special project and most recently she spearheaded
a self advocates training video that helped people with developmental
disabilities learn how to contact their state legislators. The recipient of the
President’s Award from the Wisconsin ARC, Kathie was honored for the
work she did with the state legislature to promote review of the funding of
services for people with disabilities.

“Most of my writing has been technical writing for work. I write a
“values” column for our bi monthly newsletter. You can see that at
www.kindcare.org. I continue to do work on researching Carlotta Perry,
late 19th century Watertown poet. I am writing a series of essays based on
some of her poems. My novel, “Sadie, the Least of These” is available at
Barnes and Noble or www.gardeniapress.com.”

Pamela Gemin
Pamela Gemin is the author of Vendettas, Charms and Prayers, a Minnesota Voices Project Award winner, and co-editor and editor, respectively, of the

poetry anthologies Boomer Girls and Are You Experienced?, both from University of Iowa Press. Her work has been published in many literary magazines
and  featured on National Public Radio’s All Things Considered and Garrison Keillor’s Writer’s Almanac. A graduate of Vermont College’s MFA in
Writing Program, she is an Assistant Professor of English at University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh.

Panelist Bios
Don Derozier

Don Derozier, Ph.D., sfo, has served on the Wisconsin Psychological
Association’s  Ethics Committee and on the Wisconsin Association of
Mediators’ Ethics and Standards of Practice Committee. Don is a member
of the WRWA Board and, with his wife Carol, served as Registration
Chair. Don has publications in both the religious and secular media and
promises to finish his first novel this year.

Roberta Fabiani
Roberta Fabiani lives and writes in Burlington, Wisconsin. Her poems,

articles, essays and book reviews have appeared in Free Verse, The
Writer’s Block, The Artery: The Root River Poets at Spectrum Gallery,
The Texas Historical Society Quarterly Review, and the Wisconsin
Academy of Science, Arts and Letters as well as other literary publications.
She is currently secretary to the board of the Wisconsin Fellowship of
Poets and a member of the Wisconsin Regional Writers Association, The
Association of Women in Communications  the Alverno College Chapter,
the Root River Poets and Author’s Echo.

Ellen Kort
Ellen Kort is currently serving a four year governor appointed position

as Wisconsin’s first Poet Laureate. She is the author of twelve books,
seven of which are poetry. Her book, Wisconsin Quilts: Stories in the
Stitches, was named an Outstanding Book of Wisconsin by the Wisconsin
Library Association in 2002. Her work has been featured in a variety of
journals and anthologies, set to music for concert and stage and incorpo-
rated architecturally into several Wisconsin buildings. Her writing has
been nominated for a Grammy Award, is included in the Hospice Poetry
Recording Project of Seattle, and has won several awards including the
Pablo Neruda Literary Prize for Poetry, the WFOP Wisconsin Sesquicen-
tennial Poetry Award, and the 2001 Dr. Hanns Kretzschmar “Excellence In
The Arts” award. She has traveled widely as a poet, speaker and workshop
facilitator and gives to her community in many ways, including writing
workshops for at risk teens, for cancer, AIDs, domestic abuse survivors,
women in prison, and for parents grieving the death of a child.

Mary-Jeane Smoller-Phillips
Mary-Jeane Smoller-Phillips received an MFA from Warren Wilson College in North Carolina, and her Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin where

she has taught creative writing and composition since 1987. She is also an instructor in the community-based education program with University Outreach,
conducting workshops and craft classes in poetry, fiction and creative non-fiction. A finalist for teacher of the year at UWM, Dr. Phillips has been the
recipient of the Wisconsin Key Award, the Wisconsin English Award, is a two time winner of the Mae Gales Award for Short Fiction, and received
Honorable Mention from the American Academy of Poets for selections from the chapbook, Up Before Dawn . Mary-Jeane has served for three years as
senior fiction editor at the award-winning magazine Cream City Review.

If David Schweitzer could attend a dinner party with his favorite
historical figures, he’d be sitting at the table with Eugene O’Neill, John
Steinbeck, Chief Blackhawk, Bob and Belle LaFollette, Zona Gale, and
August Derleth. His choices illustrate the love of Wisconsin history that
lead him to create a dramatic presentation of “The Works and Life of
August Derleth.”

Schweitzer belongs to the Eugene O’Neill society and is a board
member of the August Derleth Society. It was several Derleth Society
board members who approached Schweitzer about playing Derleth in a skit
for Walden West Fest, the annual tribute to Derleth held in the prolific
writer’s  hometown of Sauk City.

“Today, much of Derleth’s beloved countryside around Sauk City is
disappearing,” says Schweitzer. “I try to preserve a few bits and pieces of
August’s very special and unique ‘microcosmos’ in my production.”

This “one man celebration of life” is sponsored by the Wisconsin
Humanities Council.

David Schweitzer


