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Spring 2000

President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets that have joined
since the Winter  Museletter issue:
Sharon Addy Oak Creek
Stephen Anderson Shorewood
D.B. Appleton Madison
Carrie Beth Becker Eau Claire
Carol Bezin Arkdale
Carol Deprez Hartland
Mary Louise Ewing Mequon
Gloria Federwitz Marshfield
Cary Fellman Milwaukee
Gerald Guydon Mt. Pleasant, TX
Bonita Higgins Superior
Jeffrey Johannes Port Edwards
Ann Jordan Janesville
Mary Lou Judy Stevens Point
Ronald Klug Milwaukee
Joseph Koeppen Port Washington
Raymond Kundinger Park Falls
N Curtis LeMay St. Paul, MN
Kristi Lee Link Bayfield
Jean Linton Adell
Bonita Martin Poplar
Constance Morgenstern Neenah
Harriet Murphy Sister Bay
Ronnie Peterson Middleton
David Scheler Cross Plains
David Steingass Madison
Zella Van Natta Wautoma

Welcome to all!

If it weren’t for the last minute, a lot of things wouldn’t get done.—Michael S. Traylor

Editor: Christine Falk

Greetings, Friends!

Contrary to current belief, poetry is alive and well in the U.S.A. today.  The

more I read, the more I am convinced that the belief, “poetry is dead,” is nothing

new.  Nay-saying seems to have been popular in every era and every language.

People probably exhibit the same negativity in oral cultures.  Perhaps as I write,

someone is sitting beside a fire near my former home in Chad, Africa, shaking his

or her head at the storyteller and saying (in Kabalaye, which I believe is still

unwritten), “They just don’t speak it like they used to.”

The pessimists are right-we don’t speak or write like we used to.  If we did,

poetry would, indeed, be dead.

For Christmas, my husband gave me three audio recordings of well-known

poets reading their work.  One of the featured poets was W.H. Auden.  After

listening to him and his barely participatory audience, I am grateful poetry and

poetry readings have changed.  I would not like to do it “like they used to!”

So, come to Green Lake in June to celebrate the liveliness of poetry in

Wisconsin.  Michael Belongie and Star Powers and their committee have great

plans.  We will have the opportunity to read, hear, discuss and maybe even write

some of this century’s new poetry.  We will also have the opportunity to chart our

progress as a fellowship since we first began fifty years ago.

It’s time to finalize your plans for the 50th Anniversary Conference.  Make

your reservations.  Save your pennies.  To honor all those who are no longer with

us, let’s celebrate the life and relevance of poetry for Wisconsin in 2000.  See you

in June!

Frank Moulton

WFOP
50th Anniversary

Conference
June 9-10-11

2000

Green Lake Conference Center
Green Lake, Wisconsin

featured reader:
Marge Piercy
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Laughter is to life what salt is to the egg.—Helen Valentine

Selections from the Home Brew Press
anthology muddy water-a book about
fishing, friendships & wildflowers were
read at McMillan Library’s Coffeehouse
on March 13th: WFOP members include
Barbara Cranford, Joan Johannes,
Lucy Rose Johns, DyAnne Korda,
Mary “Casey” Martin and Edith Nash.
muddy water is the sequel to the poetry
of cold and is scheduled tentatively for a
May 2000 release.

Contributors and co-editors, WFOP
members DyAnne Korda and Mary
“Casey” Martin, read from the poetry
of cold at Waupaca Area Public Library
on February 17th as part of the library’s
“Third Thursday 2000” series.

January/February 2000: WFOP
members Mary “Casey” Martin taught
a two-part writing workshop with
Gibraltar High School students in Fish
Creek. This is Martin’s third year with
Jim Ahlen’s English classes. Year 2000
program focused on “Storytelling...From
the Beginning” highlighting first
paragraphs, first sentences, and first
words from classics and contemporary
works. Award-winning writer, Justin
Isherwood of Plover, co-instructed with
Martin during the February 10th session
on the Door peninsula. Following the
day-long session with the students a
dinner reading by Isherwood from
Christmas Stones & The Story Chair
was held at Carlos Banditos restaurant
from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Martin’s photos
of the real chair accompanied the text in
the book available in softcover and
hardcover from Home Brew Press.
Passtimes Books of Sister Bay co-
sponsored the event. Earlier on February
4th, “Casey” taught at Mauston High
School and February 5th instructed a
workshop as part of the Winter
Indulgence at Maugh’s Mills Bookstore,
downtown Mauston. The workshop was
titled, “Finding Yourself Through
Journal Writing.”

continued page 3

Mid-Central Region

McMillan Coffeehouse invited
members of the Riverwood Roundtable
to read on February 21st. WFOP
members included: Barbara Cranford,
Jeffrey Johannes, Joan Johannes,
Mary “Casey” Martin, Carol Bezin,
and Edith Nash.

Once Around the Table is a collection
of words and recipes from members of
the Riverwood Roundtable in Wisconsin
Rapids. The handmade cookbook is
produced by Mary “Casey” Martin’s
Home Brew Press and features writings
by past and present members of the club
including WFOP members: Martin,
Edith Nash, Barbara Cranford, and
Joan Johannes. The title was established
to honor the late Dr. Frances Hamerstrom
and portions of the sale of the book
contribute to the “Frederick & Frances
Hamerstrom Fund for Writing”
established in 1998 at the Community
Foundation of  South Wood County.
The cookbook retails for $ 9.50 (add
$1.50 shipping & handling) and can be
ordered from Martin at: Home Brew
Press, P.O. Box 185, Wisconsin Rapids,
WI 54495-0185 or FAX: 800.250.2986.
The goal of this Build-A-Fund will
encourage writing about our natural
world and how it impacts us.
Contributions of any size can also be
made directly to the fund and are tax-
deductible. Send direct contributions to:
Frederick & Frances Hamerstrom Fund
for Writing, Community Foundation of
South Wood County, P.O. Box 444,
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-0444.

WFOP member, Mary “Casey”
Martin was invited to be a part of the
50th Year Celebration of Martha
Merrell’s Bookstore and Old Book
Corner in Racine on Saturday, February
26th. Martin and Kathleen Arnold read
from poetry of cold and Coming Home
to Door at Andy McLean’s
contemporary and rare bookstore.

WFOP member, DyAnne Korda,
facilitated a four-week workshop “A
Poetry Circle” for UW-SP’s
Conservatory For Creative Expression.
Her current chapbook, Where Time
Stands Still, is a collection of poems that
revolve around woman/nature/spirit.
This summer she will teach at
Wisconsin’s ArtsWorld Program at UW-
SP with WFOP member, Ellen Kort of

Appleton.
WFOP member, Barbara Cranford,

was the featured reader at McMillan
Library’s CoffeeHouse in Wisconsin
Rapids in October 1999 and at
Marshfield’s Library in April. She read
from her latest chapbook, Stone Heart,
as well as some poems still in manuscript
form.

WFOP member, Joan Johannes was
the featured poet/storyteller at
McMillan’s Coffeehouse at Library in
Wisconsin Rapids and at the Seippel
Museum in Beaver Dam in January. She
presented poetry, Native American flute
and prose selections from her recently
published chapbook of original
mythology: The Mending of the
Moonglow.

WFOP member, Edith Nash read for
students at the LWSP Writers’ Workshop
in December 1999. She, along with
fellow WFOP members, Barbara
Cranford, Lucy Rose Johns, Jeffrey
and Joan Johannes read for the Open
Mike at McMillan Coffeehouse in
Wisconsin Rapids and the Mission
Coffeehouse in Stevens Point.

A proposal by WFOP members, Joan
and Jeffrey Johannes, has been
accepted by the WI Council of Teachers
of English. As co-advisors of the only
Wisconsin high school literary journal
to receive the highest rating from the
National Council of Teachers of English
for the past two years, Joan and Jeff and
the graphic editor of the journal, will
present “Producing an Award-Winning
Literary/Art Journal” at the conference
in Madison in April. Jeffrey is one
WFOP’s newer members.

WFOP member, Mary “Casey”
Martin, will read at Marshfield Public
Library on Wednesday, July 12th, from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Martin will read from
previous books, works in progress and
the new collections including muddy
water. The event is being coordinated
by Linda Aschbrenner of FREE VERSE.
submitted by
Mary “Casey” Martin, Mid-Central Regional VP

The Marshfield Area Poetry Group
and the Friends of the Marshfield Public
Library will sponsor Wausau poet J. D.
Whitney in a reading  at the Marshfield
Public Library on March 15th. On April
26th, Barb Cranford from Hancock
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West-Central Region

Doing the tough things today prepares us for the big things tomorrow.—Zig Ziglar

Northwest Region

from page 2

South Region

Milwaukee-East Region

South-Central Region

continued  page 4

will be featured.
Linda Aschbrenner will give a

reading at the Mission Coffee House in
Stevens Point on February 17th.

The Poetry Trail at the UW-
Marshfield/Wood County Arboretum
will feature poetry from Marshfield
junior and senior high school students
from March 1st through May 31st.

Kathy Kennedy Tapp will be
teaching a writing class at Edgewood
College this spring entitled, “Writing
your Life as Myth: The Call to
Adventure.” It will take place on
Wednesday evenings from 7-9 p.m. at
Edgewood College, March 15-April 12.
For more information contact:
Edgewood College Continuing
Education at (608) 663-2270 or email at
continuinged@edgewood/edu.

Poetry Night is held every other
Wednesday evening from 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Racine Public Library. Everyone is
welcome to come and read their work.
Thank you to Katarzyna Rygasiewicz
for submitting this information  per
Elaine Cavanaugh’s request in a
previous issue for places to read poems.

The fall Round Robin Renga was an
enjoyable learning experience. There
were eleven participants with WC WFOP
members joined by other community
poets. We are now planning a Renga
Party for March. December 29, 1999, a
holiday millennial poetry party was
sponsored by Sandy Lindow.  The theme
was “Gone But Not Forgotten.”

In November,  Sandy Lindow read
her poetry at the MMLA Conference in
Minneapolis. She has had a poem
accepted by Talebones Magazine and
another can be seen on-line  in the e-zine
Sarasvati at www.chickpages.com/
zinescene/sarasvatizine.

In December, Nadine St. Louis retired
from the University of Wisconsin - Eau
Claire English Department. She hopes
to be able to have more time now to
work on her poetry.

On January 23rd WFOP members Peg

Lauber and Yvette Flaten, along with
other area poets, held a poetry reading
entitled “Marking Time”, in conjunction
with  a major art show at the Eau Claire
Public Library.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

A big welcome to all new members in
this region. It appears that we now have
100 members in our area. The entire
membership of the WFOP is 440. We are
growing!

To learn more about poetry readings in
the Milwaukee area, I would suggest
checking the “Events” section of the
Shepherd Express Metro weekly
newspaper. You could also discover
information about writers groups in your
area by reading the newsletter of the
Wisconsin Regional Writers Association
or email wrwa@lakefield.net for
membership information. If you would
like to read poems written by WFOP
members click on Wisconsin Poets at
http://www.spondee.net. To start a group
you might phone your local library or
bookstore and ask if they will provide a
time and place for your group to meet and
read.

The following Milwaukee area WFOP
members read their poems at Woodland
Pattern’s Annual Marathon reading on
Saturday, January 29, 2000: Paula
Anderson, Peter Blewett, Judy Kolosso,
Marjorie Pepper, Nancee Ariagno,
Elliot Lipchik, Mara Ptacek, Dale
Ritterbusch, JoAnn Chang, Sheryl
Slocum, Helen Padway and Harvey
Taylor.
submitted by
Elaine Cavanaugh, Milwaukee-East  Regional VP

Matt Welter has had poems accepted
by The Chaffin, The Kerf, Natural
Superior, Rockford Review, Licking River
Review, Hepcat’s Revenge and Rosebud.

Matt read with Jean Ferraca for Wellness
Week at the Old Rittenhouse Inn. Jean
Ferraca also read Matt Welter’s poem
“S.A.D. Cure” to open her recent show on
Seasonal Affective Disorder and featured
the poem on her website.

On February 2, 2000, Matt announced

the 1999 Pippistrelle Best of the Small
Press Awards, and features the awards
on his website. WFOP mentioned in the
winners list include Diana Randolph
and Karla Huston for her editorial work
on the Poetry Page for the WFOP
Summer 1999 issue.

Kristi Lee Link received an honorable
mention in the Byline Open Theme
Poetry Contest.

Shoshauna Shy has had poems
recently published in the Wisconsin
Review, The Rockford Review, The
Raintown Review, Curious Rooms, and
online in Red River Review, Eclectica
and Mentress Moon. Her first chapbook
Souped-Up on the Must-Drive Syndrome
is available through Pudding House
Publications.

The work of WFOP members Cliff
Dillhunt, Ron Ellis, Jackie Langetieg,
and Mariann Ritzer appears in Third
Stream: Writing Across the Boundaries
Between Poetry and Prose published in
November 1999 by Lonesome Traveller
Publishing: A Cooperative Press of
Madison. Woodland Pattern Book
Center in Milwaukee will host a
promotional reading on April 21st hosted
by WFOP member Marianna Wright
who edited the anthology.

In Madison, poetry is on the air every
Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. on “Radio
Literature”, broadcast on WORT-FM
89.9. Marianna Wright has been one
of the volunteer poets, hosting the show.
(If you are interested in hosting the
show, contact Linda Mundt at WORT
608-256-2001 for more information).
Several WFOP members have also
participated in the show.

Alice D’Alessio has had two poems
published in the winter issue of the North
Coast Review, as well as a sestina in the
anniversary issue of the Fox Cry Review.
Alice was also a winner in the Triton
College annual poetry contest and her
poem was featured in their publication
Ariel XVII.

Vicky Daniels Bardell, Fort Atkinson,
gave birth to Nicholas James Bardell on
November 6, 1999. Congratulations to
Vicky and family! Vicky also won the
UW-Madison Writer’s Institute Poetry
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It is good to have an end to journey toward; but it is the journey that matters, in the end.—Ursula K. LeGuin

Poetry Publications
This is for a listing of recent publications having to do with poetry of WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 1999-2000.  For more information,
please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the author or publisher.
Title Publication Author
Souped-Up on the Must-Drive Chapbook Shoshauna Shy
Syndrome For more info:

www.puddinghouse.com  or contact
Shoshauna at: sschey@facstaff.wisc.edu

Third Stream:Writing Across Anthology Features work by Cliff Dillhunt, Ron Ellis
the Boundaries Between Poetry Jackie Langetieg, and Mariann Ritzer
and Prose For more info contact:

Lonesome Traveller
P.O. Box 3130
Madison, WI 53704

Contest with her poem, “Saved, For
Now.”

Richard Roe “on the mend” following
hip surgery, has coordinated and is
currently hosting the “Festival of Poets”
series held at Canterbury Booksellers
every Sunday afternoon, from 3-4:30
p.m. The series runs from January 23rd
through March 12th. This past fall,
Richard has also coordinated the “Fall
Harvest of Poets” reading, several poetry
readings at Barnes and Noble
Booksellers, and the annual Calendar
reading at Canterbury Booksellers on
December 7th. Richard is a dedicated
promoter of poetry and WFOP poets in
Madison and surrounding areas. He has
been a “tower of strength”, (to quote
former regional V.P. Josey Zell)
whenever I’ve asked for help these past
four years. Thanks so much Richard.
submitted by
Suzi Godwin, South-Central Regional VP

Michael Koehler read at Barnes and
Noble, Appleton, in January and also
was a guest reader at Norb Blei event at
Fish Creek Auditorium, Door County.

Mary Downs, Elmer Otte, and Rusty
McKenzie also read at Barnes and Noble,
Appleton.

Since December featured poets at
Conkey’s Between the Pages Coffeeshop
are: Michael Koehler, Mary Downs,
Rusty McKenzie, Grace Balza, Peter
Sherrill, and Linda Nett Doesterhoeft.

Michael Harper, Professor of English,
Brown University, will be guest poet at
the Appleton Public Library as part of
National Poetry Month and National
Library Week. The date of his appearance
is April 12th.

Ellen Kort recently has held
workshops in schools in the Fox Valley
area. They include:   a writing workshop,
“Discovering Poetry in the Desert” for
third graders at Edison School, Appleton,
“Wisdom of the Ages”, a Poetry Project
for 6th, 7th, and 8th grades at Holy
Angels School in Darboy, a writing
workshop, “A Day for Poetry” at Wilson
Middle School, Appleton, “Mask
Making/Creative Writing” at Armstrong
High School, Neenah, and “A Day of

Central-Fox Valley Region

Retreat for Teachers” at Roosevelt and
Hoover Schools in Neenah.

Karla Huston recently had poems
published in Northeast, Comstock
Review, and TMP Irregular. Poems are
forthcoming in Poetry Motel and Chaffin
Review. She recently won both first and
second place in ByLine Magazine’s
narrative poetry contest.
submitted by
Kay Saunders, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Cathryn Cofell has had poems
accepted and/or published by The Scene
and Wisconsin Review. She currently
has poetry on display and did a reading
at Coventry Glassworks as part of a
poetry/pottery/paintings show titled
“Seclusions.” She also appeared on
“Higher Ground” with Jonathan Overby
and was judge for the Mature Times
Millennium Poetry Contest.

The Door Voice recently has accepted
two of Sue DeKelver’s poems. Sue also
sold “Seven Spiritual Haiku”, to Science
of Mind for $25.00 (which proves that
poets are sometime paid!).

Nancy Rafal will be designing and
constructing a display, “Poets and Poetry
of Door County”, at the Sturgeon Bay
Library for poetry month in April. She
also will be installing a display of nature
poems for the Bailey’s Harbor Library.

Barbara Larsen co-taught a class,
“How to Build a Poem”, with David
Jones at the Clearing in Winter during
January and February.

Mary Jo Stich, David Lee Smith,

Peter Sherrill, and Sue DeKelver were
among poets participating in the Poetry
Slam on Valentine’s weekend at the
Door Community Auditorium. Sue and
Peter helped auditorium events
coordinator Terry Lundahl plan the show
which was the second of a two night
series. The movie “Slam” was shown
the first night. Peter and Sue visited
Gibraltar and Sevastapol high schools
the week before to talk to student classes
about poetry slams.

Marcie Leitzke had four poems and
an essay published in Farm Romance
and Adventure. She wrote a feature piece
in the Shawano Leader: “Russell
Ferrall’s Good Run”, and another in
Engineers & Engine magazine entitled:
“Railroad Reflections: A Depot Agent
Remembers.” Both were about WFOP
members Russell Ferrall, and included
his poem “Field of Blackbirds.” At 93,
Russell was interviewed about his
memories of being a depot agent for the
Soo Line Railway. When the 1907
Gresham depot was closed, Russell and
his late wife, Grace, (also a WFOP
members for many years) purchased it
and gave it to the village for a museum.
Russell served as president of WFOP
and NFSPS and is still an active member
of the Shawano Area Writers. We are all
hoping to see Russell at the 50th
anniversary conference!

First place winner of the West Virginia
Poetry Society 1999 annual contest in
the category: Cats, was Mary Jo Stich
with her poem: “Phantom Cats.” She
also received second honorable mention
in the NFSPS 1999 contests, Kentucky
State Poetry Society division, with
“Starlings Gather.”

Northeast Region

from page 3
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Only he who keeps his eye fixed on the far horizon will find his right road.—Dag Hammarskjöld

Calendar News

As of February 9, 2000, copies of the WFOP Calendar 2000
are in short supply. Lou Roach, Calendar Business Manager,
reports she currently has only five copies. Some calendars
may remain in bookstores around the state.

Lou noted that the availability of advance order blanks
proved to be very helpful in the successful distribution of the
books. Responses from bookstores across the state were
positive, with few returns. Lou hopes to increase sales to
retailers for the WFOP Calendar 2001.

Orders for the 2000 edition came from as far as Tennessee,
Montana, and California. Regional vice-presidents and a
number of dedicated members were extremely helpful with
sales. The mail and telephone orders also resulted in queries
from poets who wanted information about joining WFOP.
Information was provided by Lou as the requests arrived.

Calendar Copies Hard to Find
Get Up to Date on the Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar:2001

Calendar work proceeds at a steady pace these days so
that the 2001 book will be at the printer on February 17th
and will be available at our 50th anniversary celebration in
June. The cover features an etching by Betsy Strand;
burgundy on cream. It looks as if I will have examined
close to a thousand poems. At this point 188 poems have
been placed (this number does not include the student
contest poem pages). Though some may work out in their
week’s page only in my dreams. As I still have around
seventy more envelopes to open, it would appear these
selections cannot be promises. Poems by Cristine Prucha,
Jan Chronister, Bruce Dethlefsen, Irene Zimmerman OSF,
and Sprague Vonier will, however, appear on our marketing
brochures.

Mardi Fries, Editor
Lou is announcing the hike in prices for the 2001 calendar?
($7.00/$10.95)
I think I am breaking a rule or two in my selections, folks—
my rule or two!

Student Contest Chair Submits
Update

The WFOP Student Poetry Contest has been a walloping
success with 1,074 entries. There were 550 entries in the
junior high division and 526 in the senior high division.  This
year’s judge is Margaret Been, a lifelong WFOP member
from Eagle, WI. As of this date, final winners are still being
selected so watch for the winning student poems to be
included in the 2001 calendar.

by Liz Hammond

Location Set for the 2000 Fall
Convention
by Richard Roe

The WFOP Fall Convention will meet on Friday, October
27 and Saturday, October 28 at Madison Marriott West in
Middleton, just off Highway 12 & 14, “The Beltline.”

At this time we believe the registration fee will be $10 and
the luncheon $15.

Marriott will hold 30 rooms for WFOP until September 27,
2000, for a “discount” price of $105 (normal price is $115).

The program is yet to be determined.
We are not likely to have a Saturday Night Special because

motel space is scarce, as are places to perform.
We will have complete information in the next Museletter.
Note: A tip to those who are organizing conventions in

2001 and 2002. If you have not already done so, start now.
There is a lot of competition for space.
























Miriam Magdol recently died after “a sudden and short
illness.”  For those of you who would like to send condolences,
her daughter’s name is: Lynn Magdol at 166 Lancaster Ave.,
Buffalo, NY 14222-1452.  Miriam’s poem, “Fall Counterfeit,”
is on page 96 in the 2000 Calendar.
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Send poems to Karla Huston, 1830 W. Glendale Ave.,
Appleton, WI 54914. Publication is acceptance;

submissions will not be returned. Poems welcome
from any member, especially new members.

Deception

There was a moment
on the way into morning

sun falling on new waves
gulls bobbing in their blowsy white gowns

there was movement
in the late autumn trees

the color of cinnamon and peach
wind counting the leaves

which would fall?
which would hold until tomorrow?

On the far side of the long window
a bird, dazzled

by the reflection of water
and waltzing leaves

hit the glass.
There was that  moment

a trick of light …

--Rusty McKenzie, Menasha

Grandma

Behind my Grandmother’s eyes
Is an eight year old child
Who had to quit school
When her mother died,

Because she had to take care
Of her two year old brother.

She crochets her doily
As she retells her story
While I stare intently

At her face.
As if it were a movie screen

Replaying the scene,
And I imagine

The wrinkles are furrows
Plowed by the tears

The child shed.

She recalls in vivid detail
How she kept the door locked

And only went out
For wood and water,

How they hid behind the stove,
and how she comforted

her brother when he cried.
But there was no one to comfort her.

--Zella Van Natta, Wautoma
new member

Closet Cache

Hesitant adult opens parents’ closets,
a request put off, these decades of wardrobes,
albums of events as pilled and evocative
as shared yesterdays need sorting through.

Shirt after shirt, slack upon slack, adult child
holds each  hanger of clothing as it is inspected
and judged either keep or donate, disposing
in growing staccato measures forgotten guises.

How can closets get so crammed?
How can memories so charge this day?
Call it gleaning, house cleaning,
soul caring, musk of personhood emitted.

Our jamble of family doings are recounted;
parents and reluctant adult waiting.

--Michael Belongie, Beaver Dam

This Was How It Happened

A hard slam against the window,
smudges on the glass.
I thought “dove.”
When I went out to look I saw
the severed head of a sparrow
and knew it was a hawk.

Where flocks of juncos, finches
and a pair of cardinals once fed,
now only dozen birds stop
for feed and water, leaving
a few feathers like lost baggage.

--Helen Fahrbach, Neenah

Re-membering

How easily we follow the twisted
       filament

of memory through the body
       all the way

back to its source   first soft
      sprouting

in the far reaches of the heart
      cushioned

by flesh and the muscle of dreams
     How strong

the instinct to knock on the door
     of the past

where memory shifts and rearranges
     itself

rustling and murmuring beneath
    the surface

remaking night into day   the mind
     opening

in its persistent need to reshape
     rename
     re-member

And even in the changing   nothing
     is lost

--Ellen Kort, Appleton
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Divine Dust

On the day that I saw the rays cascading from clouds,
I gasped with delight because I knew that God was near

until

A meteorologist on the local news concluded that it was
merely
dusty particles colliding with atmospheric condition.

This is why an entire generation cannot comprehend
divinity.

--Sharon Bohdan, Greenfield

To My Personal Word Processor

You're not just a typewriter -
you ring bells
to criticize my spelling
when I know I'm right.
You go berserk when I request
multiple copies --  you print nonsense.
Do you heat up in protest?

You ask stupid questions like
"Do you want to save?"
Well. I don't want my words erased
but I do want to move on.
You frustrate me so I
shut you off and begin again.
You never criticize mistakes but -
I do sense a subtle disapproval.

--Grace Balza, Appleton

Dreamscape

I stroll the well-worn sidewalk
to the house where I grew up,
on its long and narrow lot
above the silent street.

Scurrying up cement steps which
climb the short steep slope,
I skip across the porch
and pause, then push open wide
the weighty, wooden door.

I drift from hall to dining-room,
delighting in criss-crossed curtains,
creamy-white, customarily draped
around the windowed bay
with its basic, built-in bench.

The kitchen smells of coffee-cake
cooling on the cupboard, of cookies
full of coconut and currants,
and caramel-pecan rolls crowded
in a pan, confident they'll be claimed.

The parlor holds a ponderous piano
with its squeaky, spinning stool,
a Simmons sofa, and a boyfriend
who casually crosses his legs
and topples the coffee table.

Upstairs, my old bed beckons;
I rest, doze off to dream
of yeasty, younger years, but
waken in my proper place
still steeped in something lost.

--Mary Downs, Appleton

Mrs. Toulouse-Lautrec Cleans the Toilet

Why must SHE do it?  Can-can skirt, flouncy hat
bobs around the apartment, bowl cleaner in hand
toilet brush affixed to her patent shiny toe
she kicks high, ankle in, ankle out
can-can dance the brush up and down, in and out
around the bowl and bidet, a flash in the flush,
a flush in the face, the brush dangling from her toe
a chorus line of one keeps
waste management under control
while hubby paints her red lips, flaming hat, and black
skirt
petticoats layered with droplets of despair
with mundane apartment life
-- but the bowl sparkles.

--Annette Grunseth, Green Bay
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If you haven’t got any charity in your heart, you have the worst kind of heart trouble.—Bob Hope

Markets
Matt Welter  • P.O. Box 1244 • Bayfield, WI 54814 • email: mattwelter@hotmail.com (please no attachments)

Submission Tip
By the time you get this issue of the WFOP newsletter it may already be too late to submit to the University Presses. I know
of some who’s deadline is in January, while others extend to April. Only the highly established go all year, and some refuse
to accept during the summer months. March and April are your last shots for three months to submit to the University
Presses.

Submissions
Talking River Review accepts submissions. Lewiston-Clark College, 500 8th Ave, Lewiston, ID 83501. Sample copy $5.
Deadline March 1.

Artword Quarterly accepts submissions. 33 line limit, including title and breaks. 5273 Portland Ave, White Bear Lake, MN
55110 Sample copy $4. Deadline March 1.

New Stone Circle Modest Contest for Fiction and Poetry. For guidelines write to New Stone Circle, 1185 E 1900 North
Rd., White Heath, IL 61884. Deadline is June 1st, 2000.

Grandmother Earth National Writing Awards. For Guidelines write to Grandmother Earth National Writing Awards, PO
Box 241986, Memphis, TN 38124. Deadline – July 15, 2000.

North Coast Review accepts submissions. Poetry Harbor, PO Box 103, Duluth, MN 55801. Sample Copy $4.95. Ask for an
issue with WFOP poet.

Anhinga Prize for Poetry offers publication and $2000 for a book length volume of poetry (48-64 pages). For guidelines
write to Anhinga Prize for Poetry, PO Box 10595, Tallahassee, FL 32302. Deadline March 31.

Re-imagining’s latest theme is “Re-imagining Economic Relationships”. Accepts poetry, short stories and art. Write to
Nancy Berneking, Editor, Re-Imagining, 122 W. Franklin Ave. Rm 7, Minneapolis, MN 55404-2470.

ByLine Press Third Annual Poetry Chapbook Competition. 24-30 Original Poems, maximum 39 lines each. For
guidelines write ByLine, PO Box 130596, Edmond, OK 73013-0001.

Hepcat’s Revenge can be contacted at 5597 Third Avenue, Rudolph, WI 54475 for publication information.

Within the two to three weeks following each WFOP conference, WFOP poets may submit one poem to the Trophy Poem
Contest. There is no theme, length, or form requirement. The poem, itself, should not contain the poet’s identification.
Include an index card with poet’s name, address, phone, and the title and first line of the poem, and send to Ellen Kort, 1367
Hiawatha Drive, Appleton, WI  54915. The winner will be announced at the next WFOP conference.

In the spirit of Fellowship, please send your submission deadlines, tips and ideas to Matt Welter, PO Box 1244, Bayfield, WI
54814 or e-mail me at mattwelter@hotmail.com. For e-mails, please no attachments.

Muse
letter

Muse
letter

Muse
letter

Muse
letter

Muse
letter

May 5, 2000

How to reach the MuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletter Editor
Christine Falk
109 Pierce Street
Randolph, WI 53956
(920) 326-3693
FAX (920) 326-6436 (please call first before faxing)
email: falkj@powerweb.net
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Laurie Pech-Daley has realized a long-time dream. With the help of Interfaith Volunteer Caregiver Anne Helmke, Laurie
recently self-published her first book of poetry. Titled From My Mother’s Kitchen, the collection is dedicated to the memory of
her mother and includes poems that Laurie has written since her mother was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease in 1988.

Anne typeset a plethora of poetry written from Laurie’s college days in the early 1970s through recent compositions—a task
Laurie would not have been able to accomplish due to her medical condition. “We really enjoyed working together on the project,”
said Anne. “It gave both of us a tremendous feeling of accomplishment to see the book in print. In the process I also gained a new
appreciation for poetry and the special gift—the imaginative way with words—that a poet has to express thoughts and feelings.”

The book was completed just in time for Laurie to present the first copy as a gift to her father on his 90th birthday and to
commemorate the second anniversary of her mother’s death.

Laurie has already begun the second edition of her book, which includes many of her mother’s favorite recipes and others passed
down in Laurie’s family.

“Anne Epling’s pairing of Anne Helmke and myself in 1996 was truly a match made in heaven and Stevens Point,” said Laurie.
“It’s grown into a rare symbiotic relationship of strong mutual caring and friendship, as well as shared interests, values, and beliefs
about what really matters in life. As for the poetry, Anne has typeset poems for four more chapbooks. Her editorial contributions
and feedback have been so helpful to me as a writer. I consider our first collaboration to be a fine chapbook, and I look forward
to our future publications and, of course, our enduring friendship.”

The chapbook From My Mother’s Kitchen, by Laurie Pech-Daley can be purchased by calling Laurie at (715) 344-5520. A
portion of the sales will be donated to Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers.

A Gift of Poetry
from Caring Companions—Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers of Portage County, Summer 1999

Fourth Quarter Financial Report

submitted by Sue DeKelver, treasurerOct. 1, 1999 through Dec. 31, 1999

Literary Fund Account:
Balance October 1, 1999 $21,468.22

Income: Donations $50.00
Interest 39.96

$89.96
Expenses: $225.34

Balance December 31, 1999 $21,332.84

General Account:
Balance October 1, 1999 $5,297.17

Income: Dues $855.00
Conference 1,070.00
Calendar-Back issues 15.00
Calendar repay adv. 500.00
Miscellaneous 46.04

$2,486.04
Expenses: Officers $272.88

Museletter 862.75
Student Contests 445.70
NFSPS & Trophy Contest 245.00
NFSPS Dues 372.00
Conference 1,159.93

$3,358.26
Balance December 31, 1999 $4,424.95

Calendar Account:
Balance October 1, 1999 $3,292.60

Income: 98 Calendar $39.00
99 Calendar 783.03
Misc. Prior Year 20.00
2000 4,456.55

$5,298.58
Expenses: 99 Expense $348.64

99 Refunds 425.94
2000 Mail 97.99
Repay General Account 500.00

$1,372.57
Balance December 31, 1999 $7,218.61

Writing, Asthma and
Arthritis
from Housecall - Mayo Clinic Health Oasis, Weekend Edition

Writing an essay helped to improve symptoms in
people with two common, chronic illnesses. In a
study published in the April 14, 1999 issue of the
Journal of the American Medical Association,
researchers at North Dakota State University reported
that people with chronic asthma or rheumatoid
arthritis felt measurably better 4 months after writing
about traumatic experiences than did people who
wrote about emotionally neutral topics. Scientists
say their results emphasize the role of psychological
factors in coping with illness. An accompanying
editorial stresses the importance of combining
psychological and traditional medical care.

Did You Pay Your Dues?

Thank you to those members that have paid their
membership dues on time for 2000. Just a reminder
to those that have not paid yet, the amounts are as
follows:

Student $7.50
Associate $10.00
Active $15.00
Life (Patron) $100.00

Please send your dues to Sue DeKelver to the
address in the masthead of the Museletter if your
mailing label has a (98) or (99) after your name.

We need love in order to live happily, as much as we need oxygen in order to live at all.—Marianne Williamson
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Hosannas by Katharine Whitcomb, Parallel Press, Memorial Library, 728 State
Street, Madison, WI 53706, 20pp, cardstock wraparound cover, $10

by Matt Welter

What I have to admit about Katherine Whitcomb’s book, Hosannas, is that I envy it. Every bit of it. Parallel Press’
second publication and once again it’s a high quality presentation. I turn to the credits page and wish I could get into
reviews like Spoon River, Kenyon and Pleides. I turn the page and wish I could get a fellowship. I look at the index
and envy Ms. Whitcomb the most: nine poems. How I envy her for being able to bring her chapbook down to nine
solid poems.

Each poem is written in the formal academic style. Stanzas break evenly, with the last sentence of each stanza
spilling into the first line of the next stanza. Whitcomb uses this like other academics to seed the next stanza’s
subject. When reading a poem written in this form, I can envision the author covering up prior stanzas, then reading
the tidy stanzas as a whole poem to see what has come out of it. The form seems to take you on an abstract journey,
one in which you’re not sure where you’re going to end up. This is especially poignant in her opening poem, “Saints
of South Dakota”, in which the poem starts “From smoked-soaked hotel rooms…” , hitting images of tea, cowboy
farmers, and snakehandlers like speedbumps and ending up “…on the lip of something vast.”

The two poems that best embody Whitcomb’s abstract journey are “Benediction” and “Truth Has Two Hands”.
The closing poem, “Benediction”, is a poem of severe form in which each stanza has some impression of survival,
mixed with prayer chants. The best piece in the book, “Truth Has Two Hands”, is about Whitcomb’s experience as a
jury member for an inner city murder trial. We feel how she feels, not quite knowing how this mishmash of thoughts,
feelings and stories can ever make sense. “I found your picture in the paper this morning, Charles,// found guilty
typed under it, right down the page from a story/ on Rwanda about village adults who rounded up orphans/ and
clubbed them to death. Those kids hardly making a sound// since they’d known their attackers all their lives…”

Poynter, Rhonda; Start the Car; ISBN 0-942292-15-4; $10.00; paper
Warthog Press: West Orange, NJ; 1998

by David Trembley

This poetry is not feminist exactly, but it surely does issue from a deep woman space. It is certainly not
political or politically correct, but it nonetheless speaks forthrightly in terms that transcend the merely
personal. It is not religious poetry--indeed, it is more often anti-religious--but it is deeply spiritual. Ms.
Poynter speaks from depth to depth but usually with a light touch and almost always with ironic--even wry--
detachment.

Her themes are the human universals: parents and children (especially daughters and their daddies), work,
love, sex, loneliness and dreams that are damaged but nonetheless live. Nothing in her world ever gets
resolved, but there is such a thing as ending, and beneath it all is a salty exuberance that refuse to either give
up or let go.

Finally, the poetic form of this material is a delight to both heart and mind. At first, these poems seem
casually constructed, almost prosy in places. At last, though, the reader realizes the deeper intention: the form
is deceptive, the poet needs to keep us all at least arms’ length so there will not be any more additional pain
than is absolutely necessary.

There’s nothing wrong with using four-letter words in explaining the facts of life to children-
words like love, help, care and give.—Sam Levenson
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I discovered I always have choices and sometimes it’s only a choice of attitude.—Abraham Lincoln

Map & Instructions to Green Lake Conference Center:

Green Lake Conference Center is located off Highway 23
between Green Lake and Ripon. The entrance is well-marked with
2 large stone gate posts. Proceed to Gate House—Attendant will
check credentials, ask which group (WFOP) and then give you
instructions. Use enclosed map to find the Kraft Administration
Building, which is marked.
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SCHEDULE

Friday, June 9
When you arrive on Friday P.M. your time is FREE time.

Explore these beautiful ground and all the “extras” you can
enjoy. Unpack. Get plenty of “rest” for tomorrow’s busy
schedule.

If “numbers” warrant it, we may have an impromptu
Open Mike Poetry Reading program. Chairpersons will be
present to put up exhibits, and prepare. Our meeting room
will be open for an hour to receive books and items for
Book Tables. Be sure to keep an inventory of things or
items you will display. The book and display tables will be
fully monitored.

50th Anniversary Conference - June 9-11, 2000
Green Lake Conference Center, Green Lake, Wisconsin

Saturday, June 10
8:30 A.M. WFOP Hospitality Desk open in Pillsbury Hall

Phyllis Wax, Registrar and Hostess
9:00 A.M. Exhibits and Book Tables Open
10:00 A.M. Robert Spiess, Editor of Modern Haiku

(Poetry Magazine)
11:00 A.M. Break for Lunch
1:00 P.M. Showing “Language of Life” Series by Bill

Moyers OR
Optional: Circle of poetry readings

3:00 P.M. Break
4:00 P.M. Featured Poet: Marge Piercy
Break
6:30 Sharp Assemble for Grand Banquet, Invocation

Ceremony by Ellen Kort
7:00 P.M. Banquet: Celebration 2000

During Dessert
Introduction of Honored Guests
Presentation of “WFOP Muse Poetry Prize for
Excellence” by the Literary Fund Committee,
Reading of Prize Poem by winner

Announcements and Goodnight

To reiterate what our president said in her “Message”, Winter, 1999 Museletter...
Yes!! This Conference is open to non-members as well as members of WFOP.
Yes!!! You may stay off the grounds (nights), however, the basic fees must be paid as follows:

$7.50 per day for days you are “on the grounds”
$20.00 Registration Fee must be paid ONCE no matter if you are there for only part of a day, or all of
Conference.
$X.xx (as specified) for any of our special event meals such as Saturday Banquet or Sunday Brunch.

Yes! We are offering Vegetarian Entrees, just say so on Reservation Slip.
Also add cost of any other meal you plan to eat at the Cafeteria in our building on the grounds.

Sunday, June 11
9:30 A.M. “Morning Doves” Program (will be announced

Saturday Night)
11:00 A.M. Sunday Morning Brunch
12:15 A.M. Closing Ceremony

Visitations and Farewells
(Remember to observe Check-Out times-pack your car or
stow your items before attending early morning events.)

We have been receiving many phone calls, emails and questions...Hope this will answer all of them!
We’ll look forward to seeing you there,
Michael Belongie and Star Powers, Co-Chairs

The kindness planned for tomorrow doesn’t count for today.



13RESERVATION  REQUEST  FORM WI FELLOWSHIP OF POETS
JUNE 9-11, 2000

Last Name: First Name:

Daytime Phone:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Arrival Date: Arrival Time: Departure Date:

Room Rates for Historic Roger Williams Inn Check In: 4:00 p.m.  Check Out: 10:00 a.m.

One Person
$96.00 per night

Two People
$96.00 per night

Three People
$105.00 per night

Four People
$114.00 per night

•I plan to room with: *Roommates must send reservation forms in same envelope.*

1. 3.

2. 4.

•I desire single occupancy. •I need a HC accessible room. •I am staying off grounds.

Rooms will be available until 4/2/00. After that date, reservations will be taken on a space available basis only.

Make check payable to: Green Lake Conference Center

or apply to credit card:
•Master Card • Visa
•American Express •Discover
Card # Exp. Date

Mail to: Guest Services, GLCC
W2511 State Hwy 23
Green Lake, WI 54941

Register by phone: 1-800-558-8898 Fax: 920-294-3686 On-line: www.greenlake-aba.org

Deposit due is equal to one night’s room charge plus
$20 Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets’ program fee.

Calculate your deposit:
Room rate (one night)
  OR If you are staying off-site,
add $7.50/person day guest fee
$20/person WFOP program fee

Total Deposit Due

**You will receive a confirmation card upon receipt of deposit.

Meals
(Guests staying in rooms are required to take meals beginning with first meal after arrival through the last meal

before departure. Meals need advanced tickets. Charges for meals will be added to your room bill.)

Friday, June 9
•Dinner @$8.50
(Served 5-6 p.m.)

Saturday, June 10
•Breakfast @$5.50
•Lunch @$7.50
•Dinner @$14.00
     •Vegetarian Entrée

Sunday, June 11
•Private Brunch @$12.95

Cancellation Policy
14 days prior to arrival, 100% of deposit will be refunded. 13 days to 4:00 p.m. day of arrival, 50% refund. After 4:00 p.m. day

of arrival, no refund. In the above cases, if no deposit has been made, an assessment will be made in the same amount.


