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President’s MessageWelcome New
Members!

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets that have joined since the Fall
Museletter issue:

Sharon Bohdan Greenfield
Esther Cameron Madison
Vicky Daniels Fort Atkinson
Nancy Jesse Madison
Patricia Johnson Montello
Maurine Lewis Madison
Joseph Lovett Madison
Frances May Sturgeon Bay
Kathleen McGwin Watertown
Natalie Owen Sun Prairie
David Lee Smith Bassett
Mary Jo Wojtuski Three Lakes

And new Honorary Members:
Susan Firer Milwaukee
James Hazard Milwaukee
Carmen Johnson Cary, NC
Sen. Herb Kohl Milwaukee

Welcome to all!

There is no limit to the amount of good people can do if they don’t care who gets the credit.

Editor: Christine Falk

Thank you, everyone, for a wonderful Fall Conference! For those of you who
were unable to attend, the conference was held at Olympia Resort in
Oconomowoc. Even the weather cooperated, making the drive to and from
Oconomowoc a gorgeous display of Wisconsin’s best colors. On both Friday and
Saturday we were treated to lots of good poetry. On Saturday, we got to hear two
Wisconsin writers, Susan Firer and James Hazard, read from their work. The
conference schedule also allowed us some free time for walking outside and/or
visiting with each other.

One good news item that didn’t get announced at the conference is that we now
have a South Regional Vice-President. Dorothy Schwenkner from Janesville has
volunteered to fill the position. In fact, she wasn’t the only volunteer. It’s great to
be part of a group where people are so willing to help out! Thank you, Dorothy,
and thank you to the others who were willing to pitch in. Don’t worry—you’ll be
called on sooner or later.

There is, unfortunately, one conference mishap to report: I accidentally left my
folder behind. By the time I discovered it, the clean-up crew had thrown every-
thing away. In my folder I had two important lists: the people who had paid for a
copy of our WFOP mailing list (luckily, I’d put the dollars in my wallet!), and the
people who wanted a copy of the poem I read for roll-call, “Matakwiesan.” I tried
to mentally reconstruct the lists, but, if I have forgotten you, please contact me,
and I’ll send you what I have long owed you. My apologies for any incovenience
this may have caused. Anyone else desiring an updated WFOP membership
mailing list should send me a dollar, and I’ll send you a copy.

I assume you will be receiving this Museletter as the holiday season begins. The
holiday season easily becomes an endurance marathon instead of a time for quiet
and reflection. Yet quiet and reflection are just what we poets need to develop our
work. So, I encourage us all to make (notice, I didn’t say find, which seems
impossible) a little time for quiet. Consider it a Christmas, Hanukkah, or Kwanzaa
gift to your Muse. Peaceful Holidays!

Presenting the Fall Trophy
Contest Winners...
First Place Richard Roe
Second Place Karla Huston
Third Place Cathryn Cofell
Hon. Mention Jackie Langetieg

Helen Fahrbach
Susan Godwin
Mariann Ritzer

Congratulations to the winners! WFOP Poetry Reading & Open Mike
Barnes & Noble Books - Madison

(In back of West Towne Shopping Center)
7 p.m. Last Sunday of Month

Featured Readers:

December 27: Steve Miller and Sara Parrell
January 31: Judith Strasser and Margaret Benbow
February 28: Jesse Lee Kercheval and Allison Townsend

Coordinator for 1998-99 is Rasma Haidri. Come and celebrate poetry.

Muse
lette

r
Muse

lette
r

Muse
lette

r
Muse

lette
r

Muse
lette

r

February 5, 1999



2

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

South Region

How far that little candle throws his beams! So shines a good deed in a naughty world. -William Shakespeare

Dorothy Schwenkner had a poem
entitled “Ready for Christmas?”
published in The Country Gazette’s
November/December issue.
submitted by
Dorothy Schwenkner, South Regional VP

Donald Kummings has published
his third book on Whitman, Walt
Whitman: An Encyclopedia (Garland,
1998). The first two included Walt
Whitman, 1940-1975: A Reference
Guide (G.K. Hall, 1982) and Approaches
to Teaching Whitman’s “Leaves of
Grass” (MLA, 1990).

WFOP Nor’easters are proud to
announce that poet Lauren
Mittermann has recently been named
Wisconsin Teacher of the Year from a
field of 50,000 teachers. Lauren will
now advance to the 1999 National
Teacher of the Year competition, the
winner of which will be announced next
April. While appearing at the Wisconsin
Education Association’s recent
convention in Madison, she heard main
speaker Maya Angelou’s inspiring
address and was later thrilled to sit at her
table and engage her in conversation.
Lauren has recently said she feels her
love of, and participation in, writing
poetry has played a role in her
successful career as a teacher. It has
sensitized her to students needs and
helped to inspire them to learn.
Lauren’s students recently benefited
from a three day poetry residency
arranged by her with poet Ellen Kort.

Good news for Green Bay children’s
poet and song writer, Patti Nguyen, has
been the success of her series of three
children’s books featuring a lovable
bear named Sidney. Her collaborator on
this project was Janet Tlachac-
Hanamann, award winning artist. The

West-Central Region

continued page 3

Northeast Region

two women plan to release companion
materials to complement the books,
including a cassette tape of the songs
Patti has written. The Green Bay News-
Chronicle quotes her as saying the work
represents a simplicity of life which she
believes has been swallowed up in
recent years.

Neil McCarty’s poem “Protecting
Butterflies” appeared in the Summer
1998 issue of Wisconsin Academy
Review. “December Queries” by Bill
Olson will be included in the November/
December issue of The Country
Gazette.

Mary Jo Stich was recently awarded
a seventh honorable mention in the
National Federation of State Poetry
Societies, thirty-ninth annual contest,
1998. Her poem “Painted Horse
Soldiers” was entered in the Our Native
American Heritage Award category.
Mary Jo was also notified of an
honorable mention for her poem
“Fishing Buddies” in the West Virginia
Poetry Society’s 1998 annual contest in
the William E. Dungey Memorial
Award category.

Washington Island members Pat
Schutz and Bill Olson have been
working with the Island’s Junior/Senior
English class. Bill and Pat, along with
other members of the Washington
Island Writers Society, demonstrated
the manner in which society members
critique each other’s work. Then for
several days individual members worked
one-on-one with students.

The fall issue of The Door Voice
published a poem by Pat Schutz and a
review of George Johnson’s chapbook,
Whistles in the Wind, by Barbara
Larsen.

The Northeastern area of WFOP is
well represented in the Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 1999, with poems by:
Doris Bezio, Sue DeKelver, Mildred
Utke, Dolores Eggener, Annette
Grunseth, Barbara Larsen, Darlene
Machtan, Neil McCarty, Lauren
Mittermann, Bill Olson, Pat Schutz,
Peter Sherrill, and Mary Jo Stich.

Thanks to George Johnson, Jane
Farrell and Mary Jo Stich for hosting
a successful 1st Green Bay Botanical

Garden poetry reading on September
27. It is hoped that this will become an
annual event - a day for poets to gather
and read in a beautiful setting.

Sue DeKelver received first
honorable mention in the WRWA Jade
Ring competition in September. She
was also the featured poet at the
Mission Coffee House that month. She
has recently had poems published in
ByLine magazine, Hepcat’s Revenge
and the Valley Scene.

Sue DeKelver along with Peter
Sherrill read at the UW Fox Valley’s
Fox Cry reading in early fall. On
November 12 they, along with Lauren
Mittermann and Frances May, were
featured in a reading at the Miller Art
Center in Sturgeon Bay sponsored by
the Friends of the Library.

Frances May will be featured in the
Spring issue of Door County Magazine
in an article written by Sue DeKelver.

Welcome to new member Mary Jo
Wojtusik from Three Lakes!
submitted by
Barbara Larsen, Northeast Regional VP

The Sesquicentennial Poetry Quilt
Reading, September 22 at Borders in
Eau Claire was very successful with
nine local poets participating including
WFOP members Yvette Flaten, Peg
Lauber, Sandra Lindow, Marian
Morris-Zepp, Nadine St. Louis and
Bill Wiese. Another very well attended
reading was held October 29 at the
Upstart Crow Bookstore in Menomonie.

Because of her writing publications
and awards and her work with the
Poetry Quilt editing and events, Sandra
Lindow’s poetry was featured in the
Sunday, October 25 Entertainment
Section of the Eau Claire Leader
Telegram. Sandy has also won
Honorable Mention in the 1998
WRWA Jade Ring Contest for her
poem, “The Winter Garden.”

Yvette Flaten won Honorable
Mention in the Sheila-Na-Gig 6th
annual poetry contest for her poem,
“Cookbook for the Motherless Child.”
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When we go into a new year, it is like sailing on a ship with sealed orders not to be opened until the voyage has begun.

from page 2

Central-Fox Valley Region

Milwaukee Region

South-Central Region

Her poem “Debut of My Daughter as
Cleopatra” was accepted by Hurricane
Alice. The week of October 2, Yvette
was heard reading her poetry on Public
Radio’s Spectrum West Show.

Presently Sandy and Yvette are
working with the L.E. Phillips Public
Library planning an event for Poetry
Day in April. The Sesquicentennial
Poetry Quilt has earned over $500 so
far. A few copies are left and can be
purchased from Sandra Lindow by
sending  $3.00 per copy to her at 320 W.
Tyler, Eau Claire, WI 54701. She may
also be contacted by E-mail at
Levym@uwstout.edu.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Barbara Germiat was the guest at a
poetry discussion and workshop at
Barnes and Noble on November 16.

Poets from our region participated in
a WFOP Calendar reading at Conkey’s
on November 3. This reading followed
the featured poet, Paul Sergi, Fond du
Lac.

Laurel Mills read at Barnes and
Noble on October 29 as part of their
Writers’ Harvest. She featured her
book, “I Sing Back.”

Rusty McKenzie’s new book Never
Far From Water will soon be available
in bookstores.

Ellen Kort has a poetry residency for
sixth graders at Gibraltar School in Fish
Creek, Door County. She also spoke on
poetry for the Raconteurs, Milwaukee,
as part of their annual holiday party.
Her poem “Advice to Beginners” will
be included in the student curriculum
for the unit entitled “A Transpersonal
Investigation Into Death and Grief” at
the Institute of Transpersonal
Psychology in Palo Alto, CA.

Kay Saunders participated in a
signing and reading of her new book
Letters From the Other Side at
Conkey’s bookstore on November 14.

Karla Huston has had poems
published in Comstock Review, Fox Cry
Review and Angelflesh. She recently

won a Jade Ring for fiction and 3rd place
for essay in the 1998 WRWA Jade Ring
contest. In addition, Karla received a
residency at Ragdale, Lake Forest, IL.

Cathryn Cofell received First
Honorable Mention in the Grandmother
Earth National Poetry Contest. She has
also had work accepted and/or published
in The Scene, Moon Journal, Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 1999, Fox Cry Review,
and Trains, Rain, Lust and Rust
Anthology. October was a busy month for
readings and workshops at Between the
Pages in Appleton, Canterbury Books in
Madison, UW-Fox Valley, UW-Oshkosh
and for the AAUW. You can also catch
her new e-column called E-ek!: A
Monthly Look at Things That Make Us
Scream, on-line at www.valleyscene.com.
submitted by

Kay Saunders, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Margaret Benbow’s book, a collection
of her poetry, Stalking Joy has been
selected for Outstanding Achievement
Recognition by the Wisconsin Library
Association Literary Awards Committee.
Congratulations to a fine poet and WFOP
member.

An Irish press, Salmon Publishing Ltd.,
has published Jeri McCormick’s book
of poems, When It Came Time. Jeri went
to Dublin for the book launch at the Irish
Writer’s Center and to Cork for a reading
sponsored by the Cork Women’s Poetry
Circle. Accolades to Jeri.

Madison poet Andrea Potos has had a
chapbook published by Digital Design
Press, a new imprint of the Silver Buckle
Press at UW-Madison. The Perfect Day is
a collection of poems weaving together
themes of birth and death, bread and
water. She will be reading from the
chapbook at A Room of One’s Own
Feminist Bookstore at 6:30 p.m. on
Friday, December 4, and at the College
Library on the UW Campus at 4:30 p.m.
on Thursday, December 10.

Richard Roe, Cathryn Cofell, along
with Lynn Shoemaker and Erin Hanusa,
presented a “Fall Harvest of Poets”
reading on October 18 at Canterbury
Booksellers. Richard also participated in

“An Evening of Song and Poetry” with
musicians and a vocalist at Canterbury
on November 3.

The traditional Calendar Reading
will be held at Canterbury on Monday,
December 14 at 7:30 p.m. The winter
“Festival of Poets” readings will be held
at Canterbury, every Sunday from
January 24-March 14, with six poets
reading at every session.

Laurel Yourke’s next poetry
workshop, “Sound, Symbol and Syntax”
will be held on March 27. Call (608)
262-3447 for details.
submitted by

Suzi Godwin, South-Central Regional VP

Peg Sherry received first place and
Phyllis Reisdorf received second place
in the “Literary Lines” competition in
Mature Lifestyles.

Robin Chapman’s new poetry CD,
Banff Dreaming, is out from Fireweed
Press.

Robin Chapman and Lenore
Coberly have had poems in The
Christian Science Monitor.

Art Madson’s has a new book
entitled Good Manure.

.

We have received many notes of
congratulations for a great fall
conference from enthusiastic WFOP
members. This conference wouldn’t
have been possible without the
combined efforts of our conference
committee, Sr. Irene Zimmerman, Sr.
Marie LeClerc Laux, Mariann Ritzer,
Liz Hammond, Mara Ptacek and
Richard Roe. Thank you, also, to all
who attended, pitched in and brought
poems to share with sixty-five fellow
attendees. The conference ended with a
poetry reading by Susan Firer and
James Hazard, two nationally
recognized Milwaukee poets. All these
elements made for a memorable
weekend.

Sue Silvermarie participated in a
lecture series sponsored by the Carroll
College Women’s Studies Department.

continued page 4
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Northwest Region

Mid-Central Region

She performed poems from her book,
Tales from My Teachers on the
Alzheimer’s Unit. The performance was
followed by a discussion at the Recital
Hall in the Shattuck Music Center of the
Carroll College campus in Waukesha
on Monday, October 19.

The Sparking Poets, Carolyn
Muchhala, Helen Padway, Mara
Ptacek, Phyllis Wax and Peggy Rozga
performed their explosive poems
sparked by News, Weather & Sports at
the Café Caffeine on November 6 with
an open mike following.

If you read in the June 1998 Boerner
in Bloom, WFOP Poetry Reading, and
you would like to return in June 1999,
please send me a SASE, and I will put
your name on the program. When I have
the date and time, I will send you a
parking pass and program schedule. We
will also have an open mike after the
scheduled readers. Anyone who is
interested in doing a five minute
reading at that time, just be there and
sign in. The date and time of the reading
will appear in the next Museletter.

Congratulations to WFOP member,
Harvey Taylor. The Shepherd Express,
Metro Milwaukee’s Weekly Newspaper,
named Harvey as Milwaukee’s Best
Poet in its Best of Milwaukee ‘98
edition. Harvey’s latest collection of
poems, If These Walls Could Talk, will
be available this month at local
bookstores. He also reads regularly on
Jim Glynn’s Thursday morning radio
show on WMSE.
submitted by
Elaine Cavanaugh, Milwaukee Regional VP

Star Powers, Suzy Wedeward and
Judy Garty; all WFOP members along
with a few other local poets were
featured in a full page spread in
Lifestyles, West Bend Daily News, on
October 15th. Written by Steven
Ostermann, the feature included pictures
and poems as well as comments by
these Washington County poets, who
meet frequently at the St. Somewhere
Cafe in Downtown West Bend to read
their poetry.

from page 3

Matt Welter has had poems accepted
by Red Owl Review, Talus and Scree
and Artword Quarterly. He was invited
to read poems on Jonathan Overby’s
Higher Ground on November 7th. He is
holding weekly after-school workshops
for the president’s “21st Century
Community Learning Centers” program.

Welter is also looking for chapbooks,
magazines and anthologies, copyrighted
1998 for determining the Pippistrelle
Best of the Small Press Award. The
books will be rated and ranked, and the
top 13 will receive recognition. Higher
ranking books may also be reviewed in
Small Press Review and Midwest Book
Review. Chapbooks copyrighted 1998
must be received by Jan. 13, 1999. Final
results will be announced Feb. 2, 1999.

Outside of poetry Welter has
completed his Masters in Environmental
Education from University of
Wisconsin, Stevens Point and also
appeared on National Public Television
in the “Legendary Lighthouses” series,
portraying lighthouse keeper, Toots
Winfield.

Lucy Rose Johns, Port Edwards, has
a new chapbook, On Buehler Street.

Bruce Dethlefsen, Westfield has a
new chapbook, A Decent Reed.

Barb Cranford, Hancock has a new
chapbook, Paying Attention. Barb also
has two new chapbooks of haikai no
renga (co-op verse chains). One, Circle
of Days with Dyanne Korda, Stevens
Point, and another friend of theirs, went

Plan Ahead - come to
Door County in Spring

WFOP Spring ConferenceWFOP Spring ConferenceWFOP Spring ConferenceWFOP Spring ConferenceWFOP Spring Conference
Leathem Smith Lodge,

Sturgeon Bay
April 23, 24, 1999April 23, 24, 1999April 23, 24, 1999April 23, 24, 1999April 23, 24, 1999

Mark your calendar now!

Help! I am trying to find a nice 3x5 clear picture of
Gerti Sennett. And a few more pictures of the 1960’s
WFOP members (now deceased) possibly Ivy Riggs

Shinn, Winnie Saunders, Beulah Jackson Charmley, Edward Kamarck,
Dorothy Dalton, Ida Opperud, Alice Phelps-Rider, Emily Sprague
Wurl. Can anyone out there help me?

Star Powers

For the Collages - A Visual History

to 90 verses in a year. Barb will also
have a poem in the North Coast Review.
Dyanne recently presented “How to
Teach Poetry” to two groups at the
Northwestern Education Association
conference. She expected 5 or 10
people at each but had 55 and 22.

Joan Johannes, Port Edwards, has
had two poems in the Wisconsin River
Valley Journal. Her lyric “Angel’s
Voice” will appear in A Kokopelli
Christmas, a collection of songs for
native American flute music.

Edith Nash, Wisconsin Rapids, was
one of our local poets invited to read at
a special Mission Coffee House read in
connection with the governor’s
conference.

A man’s action is only a picture book of his creed. -Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Worry is interest paid on trouble before it falls due. -Dean Inge

Among FriendsAmong FriendsAmong FriendsAmong FriendsAmong Friends
by Lenore Coberly

What do we do when an editor asks us to change a poem? Do we stand on artistic integrity and pronounce a dignified “never!”
or do we grovel and tell the editor how wise the suggestion is? Neither, of course. We do need editors and they can help us just
as we need to shift regularly into our own editorial/revision brains and look as honestly as we can at our poems. I am sure there
is not one of you who has not, as I have, been chagrined by both error and taste when going back over work done in the euphoric
moment of the poem.

There are other reasons beyond technical problems of grammar, etc. that lead editors to suggest change. For example, The
Christian Science Monitor has philosophical biases against certain words. I sent the poem which is in next year’s Calendar to their
editor, Elizabeth Lund. She replied that she liked the poem but could not use the words magic and hysterical. I decided that my
poem could not live without the hysterical bees and declined to change it. On the other hand, when I sent “Take an Old Cherry
Table” which I wrote for our manuscript group and read at WFOP during a talk about writers’ groups, I knew before I sent it to
her that she could not use the word coffee so the line about “plenty of hot coffee” had to go. No great loss, I decided. After all,
we still had “peanuts, apricots, a cake.”

It comes down to self confidence in the end, doesn’t it? Do we believe enough in our poetry to hear it criticized and do we know
it well enough to know what criticism is valid? We should and must answer yes to these questions. We have been blest with the
gift of poetry which not everyone has been. It is dismaying to realize that many people not only cannot create poetry, they cannot
even hear it! Between editors with their own obligations to their publications and the poetically uninitiated we find our listeners,
our readers, and cherish every one.

One more story about the hysterical bees. I had seen them on a neighbor’s mum when I was taking a walk. I gave her a copy
of the calendar with my thanks and she was thrilled, showing it to everyone and calling me with how everyone loved the poem
and, incidentally, are going to buy the calendar! So, I was right to stand my ground on that poem.

Good writing and good editing to you all,
Lenore

Third Quarter Financial Report

submitted by Sue DeKelver, treasurerJuly 1, 1998 through Sept 30, 1998

Literary Fund Account:
Balance July 1, 1998 $16,800.99

Income: Interest $387.89

Expense: $0.00
Balance Sept 30, 1998 $17,188.88

General Account:
Balance July 1, 1998 $6,868.14

Income: Dues $490.00

Expenses: Officers $186.15
Calendar 100.00
Sesquicentennial 1,101.84
St. Joseph Retreat 133.76
Museletter 618.14

$2,139.89
Balance Sept 30, 1998 $5,218.25

Calendar Account:
Balance July 1, 1998 (adjusted) $7,756.12

Income: Sales $484.00

Expenses: Mailing $65.45
Misc 26.73

$92.18

Balance Sept 30, 1998 $8,147.94

The 50th Anniversary of the Fellowship is
to be held at the Green Lake  Conference
Center starting Friday, June 9th and ending
Sunday, June 11th, 2000.

The Conference Center has reserved the 76
rooms of the Roger Williams Inn for Friday,
June 9 and Saturday June 10. Both the Green
Lake Conference Center and the WFOP
Planning Committee wish to be certain of
setting aside sufficient rooms. Projected rates
are $70., with a $9. charge for each additional
person (2 in a room) per night. Rates are yet
to be set for 2000.

If you wish to attend, please send a postcard
stating your intent to rent a room, number of
persons in the room, and night/s to be included.
Send to: Michael Belongie

1421 Hiawatha Drive
Beaver Dam WI 53916

At the October conference over 35 members
of the 55 members present expressed interest
in attending the 50th celebration. Please mail
these “interested” postcards out in a timely
fashion.

Postcards To Be Forwarded
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1999 Poets' Calendar Available
Reviewed by Matt Welter

An anthology, a phenology, and a map of Wisconsin talent, this annual  poetry
calendar is useful to the bard, the naturalist and the time-minder. Editor Yvette Viets
Flaten, an Eau Claire native, pulled  out some of Wisconsin’s Grade A cream, pairing
up poems on same pages and facing pages in such a way that the reader can compare/
contrast two views of the same subject. An example of this can be found in “Order
at Nature’s Café” by Sharon Addy and “Ode to Oatmeal” by Jeri McCormick. Both
poems are about serving food, although the former is about weather and the later
about that “…glutinous tedium…” we all must endure. Editor Yvette opens the
anthology with an excellent essay on calendars.

The calendar contains poems by such favorites as Joan Johannes, Art Madson,
Richard Roe, Laurel Mills, Lucy Rose Johns, Bruce Dethlefsen, and DyAnne Korda.
It also includes winners and honorable mention pieces of student writer competitions.
My favorite of these was Jeremy Schumck's “A+”, an excellent piece that studies how
deeply our reactions can effect young writers. Also included are the winners of the
Wisconsin Sesquicentennial Poetry contest.

Tangletown
by Michael Koehler,
Cross+Roads Press, 1997.
Book Review by Gary C.
Busha

There are 43 good reasons to read
Mike Koehler’s first book of poems,
Tangletown. Each reason is a page, and
each page adds poignancy and insight
into this wonderful chapbook. Koehler’s
poetry is the narrative voice of someone
who has seen the underbelly of life, has
taken some hard knocks, has compassion
for other whose lives balance a precarious
line. This poetry is powerful because it
looks at the tough, absurd, emptiness
life can be.

Koehler uses “In Tangletown,” to
begin and end each poem. This powerful,
adhering device works so well the reader
hardly notices any repetition. In fact, the
effective use of “in tangletown”
introduces each poem and then
underscores the content. For example:
“In Tangletown / one year / the union
called for a strike / . . .and then at the end
“so we could go to work tomorrow / in
the mines / in Tangletown.” Koehler
shows he can use literary devices
effectively and powerfully.

What makes Tangletown worthy of
your bookshelf is its treatment of
universal human values. More than a
grocery list of what it means to be human,
Koehler’s compassion and sensitivity
give identities to love, hate, greed, sex,
loneliness, solitude, hurt, and pain. One
is reminded to Sherwood Anderson’s
Winesburg Ohio, with its collection of
grotesque townfolk and Edgar Lee
Masters Spoon River Anthology, with its
cast of characters.

Tangletown is marvelous, carefully
crafted and profound poetry. The book
is greatly enhanced by excellent
illustrations by Door County artist
Emmett Johns. Don’t miss out on this
superb book by Michael Koehler. Order
yours by contacting Cross+Roads Press,
Box 33, Ellison Bay, WI 54212.

This is for a listing of recent publications having to do with poetry of WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 1998-99.  For more information, please
send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author
A Decent Reed Chapbook Bruce Dethlefsen

422 Lawrence Street
Westfield, WI 53964

The Perfect Day Chapbook Andrea Potos
Silver Buckle Press
(608) 263-4929
sbp@macc.wisc.edu

When It Came Time Book Jeri McCormick
638 Gately Terrace
Madison, WI 53711
Publisher:
Salmon Publishing Ltd.
Knockeven, Cliffs of Moher
County Clare, Ireland
http://www.salmonpoetry.com

Poem Publications

A young boy wrote to his aunt after Christmas:
“Dear Aunt Ruth, I want to thank you for all the gifts
you have sent me in the past, and all you intend to
send me in the future. Love, Eugene.” (No doubt, he
will grow up to be a diplomat.)
Another child had this to say in a “thank you” letter:
“I love the book you sent me for Christmas. I have
been reading it day and night and am now on page
10.” (Well, some of us are simply slow readers.)

Then there was the lad who was painfully
honest: “Thank you for the fire ingin. It’s almost

as good as the one I really wanted.”

th
e 

lig
h

te
r 

si
d

e

Reviews to Review

Money is a bad master but a good servant.
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Passing the Weapon to the
Left: A Husband Speaks Out

“Passing the Weapons to the Left: A Husband Speaks Out”, by Cathryn Cofell, Appleton. Received Honorable Mention in
the National Contest for Grandmother Earth.
“Ruby Washington”, by Mary Schelm, Helenville, New Member.
“When DoHunkies Go Gallophing” by Sheryl Slocum, Lake Geneva, our New President.

In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity. -Albert Einstein

In ancient Japan, a man
could divorce his wife
if he discovered she was left-handed.
I wonder if this is cause enough
to be rid of my wife in Wisconsin,
pause at the mirror to confirm
my German heritage. No luck.
It’s all in her hands. Purely Oedipal.
Takes after her father. Sucked her thumb
until almost thirteen, even now
when nightmares toss her like a salad.
Hands that never sleep. Two-by-four
tough, they grip all day all week
at boardroom tables and men’s battered egos.
Signal flags at a cocktail party.
Flail about poetry early, when
the house tastes of night and hazelnut coffee.
Burrowing out of our dull marriage.
I prefer dull, to plod through life
one project ticked off a list,
one intention at a time,
hand over hand. She, on the other hand--
forgive the cliche’--is perpetual
motion: fingers to hair to mouth to itch to
flick to fidget to whisper to stroke.
Oh yes, to stroke.
I’ve been riding this relationship like a city bus.
Wide corners, no place to sit, strange faces
on and off, on and off, no exact change--
her deep voice on the intercom:
Pull the cord if you want me to stop.
Easter weekend, we made plaster statues
of our hands. All ten of my fingers broke off
in the wax mold. She fixed me up with glue
and spackle, put my thumb on backwards.
It’s an inside joke, the way she gets me
to point in opposite directions. We
look eye to eye at her perfectly cast left hand
and all its infinite details and for just one moment
she is still. She sees herself as I see her.
Two left hands, a sure sign of Satan. Insanity.
Witchcraft and other clumsy attempts at my heart.

Ruby Washington

She sits silent vigil over
the ebony shell of her man.

Nurses tip-toe in,
whisper softly out,

patting her arthritic back
as if she were

an abandoned dog.

When it’s over,
she takes the number 14

to her third floor walk-up
and sits silent vigil over

the ebony shell of her phone,
wishing there was

someone left to call.

“Words that enlighten the soul are

more precious than jewels.”

               Hazrat Kaan

When DoHunkies Go Gallophing
When DoHunkies go gallophing
with cabaddle and cabish,
it sets all the swees to choffing,
“Gillitive!” and “Galaratish!”

When DoHunkies are bestreesing
all slythly down the rov,
then willibodies woible
into crithers under splov.

When DoHunkies wowl teryerver,
hebing younfully and droob,
mernermorners glivver
and shag-adrithers gloob.

But when DoHunkies go gallophing,
go skittee and priscatoo,
I feel myself kersploffing
all skwitchy-hum, don’t you?

Star Powers, E
ditor

Poetry Page
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Sunset at High Cliff

Aluminum

Clouds and fire swirl on the horizon
arcing overhead to molten blue
in the east, faint stars drift into vision
on the picnic table, just we two
with pens and paper, make this time a photo
write our ink-and-paper memories.
You’ve turned your lens wide open, catch the flow
of seagull, smell of nightfall, shadow-trees
that finger twilight colors fading gray.
I zoom my lens for distance, touch far shoreline
inky black beneath the dying day
and scratch dark smokestack-fingers on the skyline.
We drink our coffee from one cup, now cool
enough for you, still hot enough for me.

“Sunset at High Cliff”, by Peter Sherrill, Forestville. Won second place in NFSPS Poetry Contest in 1992. Published in Turn
of the Seasons.
“Changes”, by James Wilkinson of Baileys Harbor, New Member.
“The Laurel”, by George A. Johnson, Green Bay. Taken from his book, Whistles in the Wind.
“Aluminum”, by Dale Ritterbusch, Waukesha. (Encore!)
“On the Beach”, by Sprague Vonier, Shorewood. (Encore!)

Whether it’s baseball or golf I don’t care,
I don’t care if the ball goes further
or tails away on a line drive,
don’t care if it improves my game
or makes me a better person, life
and sport being one and the same:
at least that’s what all the books say—
and the coaches—whether they’ve read one or not
and I believe them, but I still don’t care;
it’s not the same: A driver with a head
the size of a gourd, a sweet spot
deeper than the sky—so what,
and those shiny metal bats that glint
in the sun on an afternoon perfect
for baseball—that rinky-dink ping
that sounds like someone dropped
an heirloom teacup on a rock—hell
I’d rather play Scrabble at the old folks
home than listen to the sound
of an aluminum bat hitting the ball—
When I die I want to remember the sweet sound
of a ball hit with wood, the sound God
made when he created darkness and light—
the sound of a tree a thousand years old
growing into the pitch, singing
all the way to the deep center of everything

Happiness arises as a byproduct of our getting absorbed in something worthwhile outside ourselves. -Eugene Kennedy

Changes

Some come and go
without notice.

Some come to mind
as they happen.

Some come looking
for new life.

Why the tears?
Without last times,
who would name the stars?

On the Beach

In the sand, two lovers
have left their shoes
where we too once marked
the wet beach with our bare feet
and flashed our bodies in the surf,
frolicsome as dolphins.

How soon the waves
wash the footprints away.
How soon dolphins disappear,
headed for the deep ocean.

The Laurel
Your wreath adorned the Roman brow
Where honor passed all doubt.
You crowned an athlete dying young
Before his time ran out.
Green years have thinned the brow of Crabbe
Where once proud fashion fell
And Milton plucked your berries brown
A monody to tell.

But time purloins, and powers pass,
And once proud laurels droop.
For final, savory resting place
I drop you in my soup!

Star Powers, E
ditorPoetry Page VERSO



9

No farmer ever plowed a field by turning it over in his mind. -George E. Woodbury

1999 Calendar Notes
The calendars were off the press a bit behind schedule this

year. The shipment arrived at my house on the 16th of
October, the same weekend I was moving. Now, amid the
boxes, I am busily trying to fill orders and catch up on phone
inquiries. Please bear with me as I try to catch up.

We do have lots of calendars to sell in a short time so I
encourage all of you to do some marketing on your own in
your local communities. Marketing is a tremendously huge
job and takes more than one person.

If you need some wholesale or retail brochures, please
contact Yvette Flaten or me.

Again, thanks to all who have been so diligently helping me
out there!

1999 Calendar Business Manager
Patti L. Swanson
P.O. Box 263
Pardeeville, WI 53954
(608) 429-3775

1999 Calendar Book Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $1.50
2-3 books: $2.50
4-5 books: $3.50
6-10 books: $4.50

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. You may
order up to TEN (10) calendars at the wholesale rate of $6.50 each. Additional copies may be purchased at the retail price of $9.95.
Please use the following form to place your order.

Send to: Patti L. Swanson, Business Manager
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar:1999
P.O. Box 263
Pardeeville, WI  53954-0263
Phone: (608)  429-3775

I would like books @ $6.50 each (maximum: 10 books): $

I would like books @ $9.95 (no limit): $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges:

Shipping and handling: $

Total Enclosed, payable to “WFOP Calendar Account”: $

I would like copies of the RETAIL sales brochure to distribute to potential individual buyers of the calendar.
I would like copies of the WHOLESALE sales brochure to take to bookstores, gifts shops and other potential sellers of the
calendar in my community.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

WFOP Seeks Poems for
Future Calendar

The Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets is seeking submissions
for its Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2000. Adult residents of
Wisconsin may submit up to three, original, unpublished
poems suitable for publication in a desk calendar. Poems
should reflect people, landmarks, waterways, travel, seasons
or other aspects of Wisconsin life. Each poem should appear
on a separate page. Include your name, address, and phone
number on each page. A three sentence biography, on a
separate page, should accompany the poems. Enclose a self-
addressed, stamped envelope and mail your submission by
February 1, 1999 to the following address:

Elaine Cavanaugh, Editor
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar:2000

P.O. Box 180532
Delafield, WI 53018-0532
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Be kind. Remember, everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle. -T.H. Thompson

Minutes of the WFOP General Meeting
October 10, 1998, Olympia Spa & Resort,
Oconomowoc, WI
Officers: Slocum, Sherrill, DeKelver, Cofell, Zimmerman

President Slocum opened the meeting at 8:50 a.m. with approximately 70 members
in attendance. Sheryl thanked Elaine and her volunteers from the Milwaukee region
for all their hard work on the conference. Elaine asked that we recognize Mariann
Ritzer, Richard Roe, Liz Hammond, Sr. Irene Zimmerman and Sr. Marie LeClerc.
Minutes of the 4/25/98 General Meeting were read and approved. Treasury reports
read and approved, with balances as follows:

9/30/98 Literary Fund $17,188.88
9/30/98 General Account 5,218.25
9/30/98 Calendar Account 8,147.94

Sue reminded everyone to pay their dues; at least 30 members have still not paid
for 1998. She has put $3000 from the general account in a CD and proposed we put
the interest from this investment in the Literary Fund. Comments to the Board, who
will decide at the next Board Meeting.
Old Business

Liz Hammond reported on the Student Contest in Yvette Flaten’s absence. Dorothy
Westering was this year’s judge. Yvette received 1062 entries, with over 100 sent on
for judging. Liz will handle the year 2000 contest.

The 1999 calendars have arrived. Liz apologized for and explained the delay on
Yvette’s behalf. Liz will sign out contributor’s copies and Patti will sell any
remaining books at the back of the room. Elaine Cavanaugh was introduced as the
Editor of the 2000 Calendar. She introduced Lou Roach, who will be the Business
Manager. Elaine’s report read. Sue has back issues for $1, or for free to non-profit
organizations or schools.

Sue reported on the Literary Fund in Barbara Larsen’s absence. Our goal is to have
$20,000 in the fund by the year 2000. She thanked all contributors and showed the
hat and pledge cards to be passed during the lunch. Nadine St. Louis mentioned that
copies of the Sesquicentennial Quilt were available at the back of the room for $3.00
each. Jackie Langetieg is responsible for the Publishing Page in the Museletter and all
members should send her any magazine you would like to have included. Karla
Huston is working on the list of teachers, so anyone who still wants to get on it should
see her.

Peter Sherrill made copies of the guidelines for the Ad Policy available at several
places in the room. Comments should be forwarded to Peter or the board for voting
in April. Star is short on poems for the next Poetry Pages; members who have new
books or awards should send her copies and all members should send her comments.
The deadline for the next Museletter is November 13, 1998.
Reports

Regional VP reports were given, represented by Suzy Godwin for South Central;
Elaine Cavanaugh for East Milwaukee; Peter Sherrill (for Barbara Larsen) for
Northeast; Kay Saunders for Central-Fox Valley; Barbara Cranford (for Jan Captain)
for Mid-Central; Nadine St. Louis (for Sandra Lindow) for West-Central; Jan
Chronister for Northwest.

Peter also asked for comment regarding development of a rotating meeting
schedule so that each region shares in the task of organizing the conferences. He also
reported on the date/price for the next conference. Sturgeon Bay, April 23 and 24,
Leathan Smith Lodge, Sturgeon Bay.

Credentials Chair Sr. Irene Zimmerman reported receiving and approving 23
applications for Active Membership and 7 applications for Associate Membership.
She also received 2 letters of inquiry.

Please see General Meeting Minutes page 11

Marge Piercy will be at Monona
Terrace in Madison on Friday morning,
February 26, 1998. Michael Belongie is
president for a second time of the 6,500
member teacher inservice organization,
SWEIO.

Any WFOP member interested in
attending will be admitted for the SWEIO
convention if that member sends Michael
a $15 check- check made out to SWEIO.
Besides Marge, national speakers,
include  Richard Carlson of Don’t Sweat
the Small Stuff. Checks need to be
received by January 30. A convention
brochure will be mailed to any  WFOP
member sending the $15.

Michael Belongie
1421 Hiawatha Drive
Beaver Dam, WI 53916

During second semester  Power Poetry
will again be broadcast interactively from
Randolph High School beginning
January 20th. Two WFOP poets are
booked: Peter Sherrill, Sue Silvermarie;
other members have expressed interest.

Please call or mail a request, and the
course calendar and times will be sent to
you. A guest may wish to view the
studio and other long-distance
classrooms or be a poet presenter. Send
request to Michael at Randolph High
School, 110 Meadowood Dr. Randolph,
WI 53956, sch.920-326-2425, h. 920-
887-7714.

Marge Piercy Come to
SWEIO Convention

Power Poetry

Editor’s Note
Hello and Happy Holidays! This is the

18th newsletter I have put together for
the WFOP and continue to enjoy
producing it. I am interested changing
the masthead in an upcoming issue and
would like your input.  The first question
that comes to my mind is the significance
of the current scene at the top of the
masthead. Is this something that should
remain or would there be an interest in
updating it? Please write to me with your
ideas or comments at: Christine Falk,
109 Pierce Street, Randolph, WI 53956
or e-mail at falkj@powerweb.net. Thank
you for your wonderful compliments
over the years and I look forward to
many more years of working for you all!
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So live that you wouldn’t be ashamed to sell the family parrot to the town gossip. -Will Rogers

General Meeting Minutes
continued from page 10

Minutes of the WFOP Board Meeting
October 9, 1998, Olympia Spa and Resort, Oconomowoc, WI
Present: President Slocum, Officers Sherrill, DeKelver, Cofell; Fries, Belongie, Cavanaugh, Swanson, Hammond, Godwin, Dethlefsen.

President Slocum opened the meeting at 6:40 p.m. Minutes approved and filed. Treasury reports read, approved, attached;
balances as follows:

9/30/98 Literary Fund $17,188.88
9/30/98 General Account 5,218.25
9/30/98 Calendar Account 8,147.94

Notes on Treasury report from Sue: Sandra Lindow has the money for the sesquicentennial contest; it is not yet spent, but she
will handle the accounting and disbursement. The St. Joseph Retreat expense is not an actual expense; the amount was being stored
temporarily in the WFOP account.

Student Contest: Liz Hammond reported in Yvette Flaten’s absence. Received 1062 entries, with approximately 100 sent on
for judging. Liz will handle the year 2000 contest.

Calendar: Some copies will be available at the General Meeting - Liz will sign out contributor’s copies and Patti will sell any
remaining books at the discounted price. Patti reported the rest of the books will be shipped the week of October 12. She has a
list of bookstores she is working on, and still has 131 of the 1998 calendars left. Liz explained that the delay was a result of several
problems with paper stock, publisher illness and a student poem that was discovered to be plagiarized and needed to be pulled.
The group agreed that Yvette was right to delay the book to remove the poem.

Elaine Cavanaugh distributed and reviewed her report on the 2000 calendar. Press releases were sent out across the state by
Elaine and board members. Sue DeKelver clarified that the 2000 calendar will be the 14th calendar and that somehow we got off
by one year.

Literary Fund: Sue reported in Barbara Larsen’s absence. The fund raising drive is going well. We will possibly have one more
large fund raising campaign. Barbara also suggested we pass a hat and/or pledge cards at the meeting to remind members to pitch
in. Suggestion approved.

50th Anniversary: Michael received confirmation that Green Lake has reserved all rooms that weekend for the WFOP. He and
Star Powers will make a full presentation after the General Meeting.

Historian: No report from Jo Alderson. Michael suggested Sheryl send her a letter, requesting she keep in contact with Star
Powers for the 50th Anniversary. Sheryl will get in touch with Jo.

WFOP Anthology: Bruce Dethlefsen approached the board with an idea to do an anthology from the WFOP, tied to the 50th
Anniversary, with the topic being poems on poetry or the writing process. Bruce will ask for volunteers at the General Meeting
to form a committee to discuss sales, design, etc.

WI Poet Laureate: Cathy will also be asking for volunteers at the General Meeting to help her work on the task of requesting
a Poet Laureate be designated by the Governor for the State of Wisconsin. Mardi said this had come up several years back and
that the Fellowship specifically decided not to get involved. Cathy will review the old minutes to see what background she can
find.

Museletter: Peter distributed the guidelines for the Ad Policy. He will have them available at the General Meeting and will be
asking for comments from the Fellowship. We will finalize at the Spring meeting. Mardi asked about whether or not we would
be looking for someone to replace Star with Poetry Pages; she thought it was agreed that the job would be held for two years; Sheryl
will ask Star first if she wishes to continue. The deadline for the next Museletter is November 13, 1998.

VP-South Region: Sheryl did not receive any volunteers yet; she suggested we consolidate the region with East-Milwaukee.

New Business
Bruce Dethlefsen asked for volunteers to form a committee to discuss and coordinate the idea of an anthology from the WFOP,

tied to the 50th Anniversary, with the topic being poems on poetry or the writing process. Bruce is not interested in leading the
group, but will serve as a member.

Cathryn Cofell asked for volunteers to form a committee to discuss and coordinate the concept of establishing a Poet Laureate
for the State of Wisconsin. The purpose of the committee would be to work with other State writing organizations to present a
proposal to the Governor with possible nomination guidelines, but not to actually recommend who the Poet Laureate should be.

Sheryl asked for a volunteer to be our new Regional VP for the South - Racine/Kenosha Region since Peggy Shimkus is no
longer able to serve. Sheryl also said that anyone wishing to receive a copy of the membership list should give her their name,
address and $1.00 to cover postage.

The meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathryn Cofell, Secretary

Please see Board Minutes page 12
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Let everyone sweep in front of his or her own door and the whole world will be clean. -Goethe

Dues Payment Form
If your mailing label says (97) after your name, you are past due on your 1998 dues. And now if your
label says (98), please send in your dues for 1999. Just remit the proper amount to renew your
membership and mail to: Sue DeKelver, 10392 County K, Brussels, WI 54204. Thank you for your
prompt attention to this matter.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

E-mail address (optional)

Amount Enclosed
Active: $15.00 Associate: $10.00 Student: $7.50 Life: $100.00

Elaine is the current VP and said she would rather not have to coordinate such a large group. Sue suggested we review the list
of members in the region and call until we get a volunteer. Sheryl will also ask again for volunteers at the General Meeting.
New Business

Spring Conference: To be held in Sturgeon Bay, April 23 and 24, Leatham Smith Lodge.
WFOP on the Web: John Faragher is no longer sponsoring the WFOP on the Web, although he has kept individual poets on.

Cathy’s brother-in-law is a website designer; she will talk to him about the costs and steps to getting a WFOP site and will consider
maintaining the site if we choose to have one.

Governor’s Cultural Congress: To be held in Stevens Point, November 14 and 15. Sheryl is unable to go and asked if anyone
else could attend.

Insurance: Sheryl said that other states have looked into providing a group health insurance policy for members. The board
agreed this would be far too complicated for us to tackle at this time.

Conventions: Peter and Barbara suggested we develop a rotating list of sponsors for our bi-annual conferences, so that everyone
takes a fair turn. They also asked that we consider having a joint meeting with the WRWA, perhaps once per year, so that members
of both organizations don’t have to decide not to go to one or the other conference. Both will be brought up for comment at the
General Meeting.

New Board Address Inserts: With several address changes, we need to get new inserts for our brochures printed up. Cathy will
forward the revised insert to Michael who will take care of printing.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathryn Cofell, Secretary

Board Minutes
continued from page 11
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The excellence of a gift lies in its appropriateness rather than in its value. -C.D. Warner

      Jackie Langetieg       2201 Carling Drive, #102 Madison, WI 53711 E-Mail: Jackielang@inxpress.net

The Loft’s National Prize in Poetry and Fiction recognizes the talents of poets and fiction writers across the United States
by offering a $1,000 cash prize in each category. In addition, the two winners will have their work published in a national
literary journal. Entry fee is $10 ($5 members). You must use the entry form which is available on their website along with
guidelines at http//:www.loft.org or at the following mailing address. Deadline: Monday, March 1, 1999. The Loft, Pratt
Community Center, 66 Malcolm Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis, MN 55414

Exotic Places, Poetry Anthology: From their “Poems and Places” series.  Wants poems that take inspiration from exotic
places: ancient wonders, ruins, temples. Avoid mere travelogue. Consider Neruda’s “Alturas de Macchu Picchu” or David
Whyte’s “Faces of Braga.” Published poems OK if acknowledged. Payment in copies. Send SASE. Maureen Flannery, 1108
Cleveland St., Evanston, IL 60602.

The Portlandia Group: First chapbook contest for fine poetry. Send 24 pages of original poetry, title page (with name,
address, phone, e-mail), acknowledgments, table of contents, bio. $10 entry fee (includes copy of winning chapbook), and
SASE for results. Deadline February 28, 1999. Winner receives 30 copies. Send entry to The Portlandia Group, No. 225,
6663 S.W. Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy., Portland, OR 97225.

Ancient Paths Literary Journal seeks submission of poetry (to 70 lines), short stories (to 3,000 words), and b&w drawings.
Payment: 1 copy. Best of Issue Awards: $12, $7, $4. Christian theme preferred, but it need not be pronounced. Send submis-
sions with SASE to Ancient Paths Literary Journal, 709 Coronado, P.O. Box 117, Harlingen, TX 78550.

Atlanta Review seeks quality poetry of genuine human appeal. Also fiction and nonfiction under 20 pages, b&w
artwork..Sample copies are $5. (Irish, British, Caribbean, and contest issues available.) Submissions to Poetry Editor or
Fiction Editor, Atlanta Review, P.O. Box 8248 Atlanta, GA 31106.

The TMP Irregular (formerly Hodge Podge Poetry) seeks original, unpublished poetry. Send up to 5 pages, 1 poem per
page, typed, with name and address on each page. Include SASE for notification (work is not returned). The editor also says
he lost computer files when he moved, so if you were a subscriber to Hodge Podge Poetry, contact him so he may honor
your subscription. Mail to Kenneth P. Gurney, Editor, Tamafyhr Mountain Press, P.O.  Box 2996, Taos, NM 87571

Kalliope publishes poetry (and other genre) by women. The journal will also consider experimental forms. Prose Poems (2
pages maximum) and Flash Fiction (under 500 words). Submit poems in groups of 3-5. Include SASE and a short
contributor’s note with ALL submissions. Manuscripts without SASE will be neither read nor returned. Payment is usually in
copies; a grant sometimes permits a small stipend. Response time may be 3-6 months. Deadline February 1, 1999. Reading
for the two other 1999 issues of Kalliope continues from September through June, as usual.Send submissions to: Mary Sue
Koeppel, Editor, Kalliope, Florida Community College at Jacksonville, 3939 Roosevelt Boulevard, Jacksonville, FL 32205.

Pleiades, a semiannual, national journal of new writing published by Pleiades press at Central Missouri state university. They
are open to unsolicited submissions of poetry (as well as other offerings: fiction, art, reviews, etc.) from any writer. All
submissions are assumed to be original, unpublished, and not under consideration from any other publisher. Submit no more
than 7 poems, typed, single-spaced, with name and address in the upper corner of the page. The editors consider manuscripts
year-round. Address poetry submissions to Kevin Prufer, Co-Editor and send to Pleiades, Department of English, Central
Missouri State University, Warrensburg, Missouri 64093.

Hey Members:  How about sharing a market where you have published poems. Recently or a while ago. Also, if you have
used any of the markets that have been in the last three issues, let us know of your results.  Send to me (Jackie) at the address
above.

Markets
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The nice thing about teamwork is that you always have others on your side. -Margaret Carty

The Museletter has never carried advertising.  The WFOP Board feels that Museletter
ads could be both a source of revenue and a venue for WFOP members to publicize
their books to a receptive market at a reasonable price.

The Board is considering the following proposal for advertising in the Museletter.
We solicit your comments and criticisms.  We intend to vote on this matter at the
Spring 1999 Meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Peter Sherrill, executive vice president

Proposed Museletter Advertising Policy
Museletter will accept advertising for poetry, books, publications/services, and

other items of general interest to poets. Editor will have final authority regarding
acceptability of content.  If a questionable situation arises, editor is encouraged to
seek the advice of the WFOP Board or individual Board members -- but editor has
the final authority in the matter.
Ads will consist of:

“Books for Sale” section listing title, author, one-sentence blurb, price and purchase information such
as publisher’s name, address, phone number and e-mail address;
“Business Card” sized box;
Quarter-page ad;
Half-page ad;

Other specialty designs as requested by the advertiser and approved by Museletter editor.

WFOP members are entitled to one free listing, per book per year, in the “Books
for Sale” section.  They may purchase additional listings in this section at the standard
rate.

WFOP members will receive a 50% discount on all larger “box” ads.
Members and nonmembers may purchase ad space on a “space available” basis,

subject to Editor's approval of content.  If there are more ads than space available,
Editor’s decision on priority of ads is final.
Retail prices (per issue):

“Books for Sale”   $5.00 per listing (this price is not discounted to Members. Discount is built into
the one free listing per book, per year).
“Business Card”  $25.00
Quarter Page $50.00
Half Page $100.00

 Specialty designs at a price to be determined

Receipts from Museletter advertising will go into the WFOP General Fund.
WFOP may offer ad space on a long-term or rotating basis for printers and suppliers

who are willing to offer reduced rates in exchange for advertising space.  Preference
will go to those who are willing to commit to multiple issues of quid-pro-quo.

Museletter Editor will establish deadlines for reservation of ad space, payment and
receipt of "simple text" and "camera-ready" copy.  Editor may establish earlier
deadlines for ads requiring composition, layout or other special services, such as
exchange of proofs and revisions.

Museletter Editor will have final say in the decision of how much advertising space
is available in each issue.  Since we are committed to an even number of pages in each
issue, some ads may need to be delayed till the next issue -- but will receive a priority
in the subsequent issue.

Editor, with the advice and consent of the WFOP Board, may establish a policy
devoting a set proportion (e.g., 25% or less) of Museletter space to advertising.

Museletter will publish a summary of these guidelines regularly. Guidelines will
include addresses of contact persons.

Please address comments regarding the above proposed policy to:
Peter Sherrill
8605 County Road D
Forestville, WI 54213-9716
email pmsherrill@pol-net

Museletter Advertising
Policy Proposed

The Wisconsin Academy of Sciences,
Arts and Letters invites submissions of
poems through February 1, 1999 for the
Wisconsin Academy's 129th Annual
Conference to be held April 10, 1999 at
UW-Stevens Point.  Selected works will
be presented at the conference and
published in a book of conference
proceedings.  For entry forms and
guidelines call (608) 263-1692 or (800)
443-6159.

High School Student
Poetry Contest

The Wisconsin Academy of Sciences,
Arts and Letters invites grades 11 and 12
high school students to submit poems to
the Wisconsin Academy's High School
Student Poetry Contest.  Selected
students will be invited to attend the
Wisconsin Academy's 129th Annual
Conference April 10, 1999 at UW-
Stevens Point.  Selected works will be
presented at the conference and
published in a book of the conference
proceedings.  For contest guidelines call
Noelle Rydell at (608) 263-1692 or (800)
443-6159. Deadline is March 1, 1999.

Wisconsin Academy
Annual Conference
Call for Poems

Please feel free to
submit
information on
your
accomplishments
to your Regional
Vice President or
to: MuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletter

Editor
109 Pierce St.
Randolph,
WI  53956
Fax (920)
326-6436
e-mail

falkj@powerweb.net


