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The following people have become
new members to the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets since the Fall issue
of the Museletter:
Jim Ferris Madison
Sister Margaret Holden Middleton
Peg Nemeth Sturgeon Bay
Joyce Viets Colfax
Suzy Wedeward West Bend
and Honorary members:
Dennis Hawk Neenah
William Lawlor Stevens Point
Denise Sweet Green Bay

           Welcome to all!

“The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion to his commitment to excellence...”  - Vincent T. Lombardi

see President page 7
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President’s Message
The fall conference deserves our applause! Thanks, Jan Lattimer! Bruce Dethlefsen,

Lucy Rose Johns and Jan Chronister played down their visable roles. But as anyone
chairing a conference knows, it’s wonderful having others give you a hand. I know:
This is how Mike Belongie slipped in as co-chair for our spring conference! And how
Lucille Kleist’s memory and references saved me a few extra calls concerning the
event. Elayne Clipper Hanson, Rita Frederick and Patti Swanson came forward at
this conference to lend some “regional advice.”

Most conferences do not fade away! Ron Ellis might vie with Dennis Hawk for
establishing the most powerful of performances? Certainly no one hearing Ellen
Kort’s story regarding the Trophy Poem Contest this fall could resist smiling with
the memory! (She simply misplaced the Right Pieces of contest entries, one could
say?) If a poem identifies this conference it could well be Mary Ellen Schmidt’s
tribute to her father (see the calendar poem); its introduction, her whistling
performance. We send condolences to Mary Ellen learning her father, The Whistler,
has since passed away and ask who could not recall the sight of Bruce Dethlefsen and
Mary Ellen whistling us out the conference room door?

Please mark your 1998 calendar for the Spring Conference April 24th and 25th.
Check for another column in this Museletter for a few more details! Registration
information will be in the Spring Museletter.

Note the New Officers! They will be installed in the spring to share in the business
meeting. Josephine Zell chaired the Nominating Committee. I recall Sue DeKelver,
in particular, bringing winning recommendations to our attention; ones she brought
us from others also! With the exception of Star Powers, Regional Vice-Presidents
retain their appointments. Star stepped in to fill the East-Milwaukee slot when no
one else could be found. Now we welcome Elaine Cavanaugh again for she has taken
the office in the past!

The WFOP Sesquicentennial Poetry Contest should be a member-pleaser. Could
you possibly have written an appropriate poem some time ago? One to polish or
embellish perhaps? I spoke of this with a friend who had written a potato farmer
poem. Then, I heard a very different voice from another poet at the Stevens Point
conference telling also of this long ago central Wisconsin farming experience. Or
did I only suppose the experiences could be from the early “state”/state of Wisconsin”?
Of course, you will have to take your closest look at the guidelines contest chair Sandy
Lindow gives us. Only a president could write these suggestions before seeing the
guidelines!

Some months ago I took note of the death of a longtime WFOP member in our local
newspaper. Though I would recognize the name mostly through her contributions
to many of our calendars, I had spoken with Lucinda Oakland Morken a few times.
When I reread back calendars, as I occasionally do, I will think of Lucinda touching
us through her good poems.

This reminds me that we would like you to make note of the death of a member
and would like to read a line or two of a recollection, should you have one to share,
in the Museletter report.

This might be a good month to check out unfinished business with WFOP. The
Literary Fund is actually close to meeting its goal. We have so little time at

Welcome to the
Fellowship

Members’ Merits
John Faragher’s homepage is cited

in the last several issues of the PC
Novice Guide to the Web. There is a
picture and a mention of the WFOP and
Museletter. It is found on page 20 of the
latest issue periodical. John writes: “I
feel it is a fine recognition considering
that only 2500  sites are listed. Out of 25
million sites that is a good showing. At
present 32,000+ hits have been made on
the page. That’s alright for a subject
that has a limited audience. It does
speak well for the intense interest in
poetry, however.”

Fall Trophy Poem
Contest Winners
Jackie Langetieg--First
Bruce Dethlefsen--Second
Cathryn Cofell--Third
Sue DeKelver--Honorable Mention
Joan Johannes--Honorable Mention

Thank you to Josey Zell for the correction in
the list of WFOP Student Contest winners
(see Minutes of General Meeting). Oh, the
joys of “cutting & pasting”!! The name that
was included in the last Museletter was from
a list a couple years ago. Thank you, Josey!

Editor’s Note:
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“Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.”  - Thomas Alva Edison

Laurel Mills, editor, sends details on
submitting to Fox Cry Review -- send
three poems by February 1, 1998 to
University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley,
1478 Midway Road, Menasha, WI
54952.

Rusty McKenzie and Helen
Fahrbach had poems published in the
Valley Scene.

Kay Saunders and Helen Fahrbach
recently completed their 11th year of
teaching a creative writing class at an
Elderhostel, Treehaven, Tomahawk,
Wisconsin.

Elmer Otte had two poems published
in The Compass and one in Common
Thread, a Lawrence University
publication.

Mary Downs had a poem published
in The California Quarterly and also
one in The Compass.

Ellen Kort reports that her circular,
timeless poem, one foot high, reflecting
the Fox Valley area, will be inscribed in
stone at the Fox River Mall in their
newly remodeled food court. She also
has another poem inscribed in stone at
the Green Bay Botanical Garden.

Michael Koehler’s new book,
Tangeltown has recently been published
by Cross Roads Press, Ellison Bay, WI.

Karla Huston has a new book of her
poems published by Wolf Angel Press,
Neenah. The title of her collection is A
Halo of Watchful Eyes.
Kay Saunders
Central-Fox Valley Regional Vice-President

Matt Welter writes “Beside being
published/accepted by numerous
journals of on-line zines, I have been
nominated for a Pushcart Prize. The
poem, “Lambs Meadow Homes” appears
on-line in the e-zine, Sycamore Roots.

Central-Fox Valley Region

My review of Karla Huston’s new
chapbook will appear in Hodge Podge
Press. Finally, my first full-length
manuscript, Raspberry Island Red was
accepted by Cornerstone Press and is
due out by Thanksgiving. Copies can be
acquired through me. It has poems
about lighthouses, Lake Superior, and
virgin forests.”

Northwest Region

Southeast Region

Pat Kardas and Charlotte Cote gave
a reading of their poetry at the Second
Saturday Coffee Hour held at the
Olympia Brown Church on September
13, 1997.

Mama Says, a new chapbook of poetry
by Jane Miller was presented by her at
The Old Book Corner on October 11,
1997 from 2 to 4. Mama Says is the first
book printed in her new series.

Charlotte Cote’s poem “Eternal
Optimist” will be honored by a reading
at the Old Book Corner November 22,
1997 from 2-4. Charlotte will also read
other selections from No Place Like
Home for the Holidays a publication of
Papier Mache Press.
Peggy Shimkus
Southeast Regional Vice-President

WFOP poets Yvette Flaten, Sandra
Lindow, Gail Sosinsky-Wickman, and
Nadine St. Louis are participating in an
exciting and successful artist-writer
collaborative. The show of original art
works, poetry and prose, which
culminated nearly a year of effort, opened
at Eau Claire’s L.E. Philips Public
Library October 19 and will run through
the month of November with four or five
pairs showcased with reading and
discussion each Sunday afternoon. After
the show closes, members of the
Wisconsin Arts Board have asked that it
move to Madison where it will appear in
one of the state office buildings.

The previously mentioned poets and
Marion Morris Zepp enjoyed
participating in a well attended reading
at Border’s Books October 30. The
subject was “Recalling the Dark” and
included poetry, prose and essays on

West Central Region

Halloween themes.
Gail Sosinsky-Wickman’s short

mystery, Bone of Contention won first
prize in a contest sponsored by Border’s
Books and the Eau Claire Leader
Telegram.

Sandra Lindow’s poems, “Survivor”
and “The Alternate Universe Closet”
were accepted by The Catbird Seat, a
quarterly magazine published in
Tolland, Connecticut.
Sandra Lindow
West-Central Regional Vice-President

LaCrosse area poets received
recognition for their contributions to
the 1998 Calendar in the LaCrosse
Tribune. In an article in September, the
writer, Mike Starling talks of how the
Calendar was edited by a LaCrosse
librarian, Cristine Prucha and includes
work of LaCrosse poets: Terry
Dukerschein, Mardi Fries, Liz
Macauley, Eleanor Roraff, Mary
Ellen Schmidt, Donna Servais, and
first place winner in the high school
division of a WFOP contest, Meghan
Coyle who also happens to be from
LaCrosse. LaCrosse artist Valerie
Wentzel-Burman did a linocut for the
cover and because of her work on the
calendar has been invited to submit a
drawing to the American Friends
Society. A poetry reading to celebrate
the calendar’s publication was held
Tuesday, September 23rd at Red Oak
Books.

Three Northeast poets have been
featured poets for Tuesday evening
poetry readings at Conkey’s Book Store
in Appleton. Mary Jo Stich read in
August, Annette Grunseth in
September and Peter Sherrill in
October.

Annette Grunseth was written up in
an article in the Green Bay Press Gazette
on September 18, 1997 as part of their
special report on River Renewal. The
piece was titled “Poet sees beauty in
‘hard-working’ Fox” and in it, Annette
talks about living between two rivers -
the Fox and the East River - and how
different they are. They act as an
inspiration for many of Annette’s poems.

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Northeast Region
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“If you can’t do great things, do small things in a great way.”  - Napoleon Hill

A picture of Annette writing on the
banks of one of the rivers accompanies
the article.

The second annual poetry reading
sponsored by WFOP to celebrate
National Poetry Day and promote the
WFOP Calendar was held October 15 at
the Brown County Library. Featured
readers were WFOP members Peter
Sherrill, Sue DeKelver, and Mary Ann
Napoleone. After refreshments, an open
mike was in place and a number of
audience members read. Polly Plankey
chaired the event, assisted by George
Johnson.

George Johnson’s first chapbook has
been published by Harbor Press, Bill
Olson, publisher. It is titled Whistles In
The Wind and is illustrated by
Washington Island artist, Phoebe Olson.

Barbara Larsen’s poem, Charles
Kuralt, 1934-1997, was published in
the September issue of The Door Voice.
Barbara will be the featured poet in the
next issue of The Glass Cherry, a poetry
magazine which is published quarterly,
Judith Hirschmiller, Editor.

News from two of our newer members:
Patricia Schutz has been enjoying good
sales with her book, An Open Window
and Mary Beth Krainz had an article
and a poem published in October in The
Compass, a Catholic publication.

An article in the Door County
Advocate tells about Frances May’s
return from Alaska to live in Sturgeon
Bay once again. She is devoting most of
her time to writing and has plans to
bring out a couple of books in the near
future.

The work of artist/poet Doris Bezio
was displayed in a number of Door
County galleries this past summer. Doris
wrote poems to accompany her
paintings.

Northeast area members: want to see
your name in print? Send news items to
Barbara Larsen as they occur!
Barbara Larsen
Northeast Regional Vice-President

Phyllis Reisdorf had two poems,
“Midsummer Musings” and
“Shakespeare at 5 A.M.” published in
recent issues of The Writer’s Block.

Other members published in current issues
of The Writer’s Block are Brenda Lempp,
Flora Christopher, and Peg Sherry.

Marion Rewey is the recipient of several
awards in the NFSPS 1997 contest,
including 3 first place, 2 second and third
place, and 3 honorable mentions. Marion’s
first, second, and third place poems will
be published next spring in NFSPS’s Prize
Poems. She’s also been frequently
published this year in several national
flying magazines.

Ruth Dresen’s poem, “From A Blade
of Grass” has been published in the
November 1997 issue of The C-4 News, a
publication of the International Training
Communications Council, Land O’ Lakes
Region.

Josephine Zell received an honorable
mention is ByLine’s haiku contest.

Alice D’Alessio received first and third
place for poetry and Yvonne Yahnke
won second place in a Literary Contest
sponsored by Mature Life Styles.

Accolades are due to all these Madison
area poets for their literary endeavors.
Congratulations!

Richard Roe, Lynn Patrick Smith,
Ron Ellis and Diedre Buckley performed
an interesting blend of poetry and music
at the Art House Cafe on November 2nd.

On November 4th, Richard Roe joined
pianist Jamie Schmidt and mezzo-soprano
Jordana Lenon for “An Evening of Poetry
and Song”, held in the Coffeehouse at
Canterbury Booksellers.

Just a reminder that I have an ample
supply of 1998 Poets’ Calendars for those
who would like to purchase more for gifts.
You can reach me at (608) 277-8966.
Suzy Godwin
South Regional Vice-President

Josephine Zell has received a Certificate
of Professional Service from the Wisconsin
Association of Foreign Language
Teachers. This award, one of three in the
state, recognized recent retirees who have
served the profession and their students,
in providing quality foreign language
education. Josephine has taught for the
Madison School District for 20 years,
most recently Latin and Creative Writing
at Madison West High School since 1992.
The Award was presented at the WAFLT
fall conference in Appleton on November
7th.

Marjorie Pettit’s poem, “Voice Mail”

was published in the June, 1997 Edition
of RSVP News & Notes (Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program of Dane
County, Inc.).

Thanks to all of those that attended the
Fall Conference in Stevens Point. We
had a good turn out and a great time. I
would especially like to once again to
thank, Ron Ellis for taking the time to
give his wonderful presentation on
Multimedia performance poetry and
William Lawlor for his reading entitled
“Writing about our Neighbors.”

Joan Johannes read a Barnes & Noble
Bookstore in Madison on September 21st.
She was awarded an Honorable Mention
for non-fiction prose at the Writer’s Place.
She was also awarded an Honorable
Mention in the Trophy Poem Contest
presented at the fall conference.

Bruce Dethlefsen read at Canterbury
Bookstore in Madison on October 12th,
and at Barnes & Noble on October 26th.
He also won a Trophy Poem Award at
the fall conference.

Barbara Cranford and DyAnne
Korda put on a beautiful poetry reading
and sculpture exhibit entitled, “The Great
She” on October 13th at the McMillian
Library in Wisconsin Rapids.

Edith Nash had a reading on
November 10th at the McMillian Library
in Wisconsin Rapids. She read from her
original poetry and literary works.

I would also like to extend my heartfelt
appreciation to all of the members of the
Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets. You have
all been so patient, understanding, and
supportive during the trials and
tribulations of the past few months.
Thank you all!!

If you wish to get a hold of me for any
reason, or you would like more
information on the activities of the Mid-
Central region, my new address is: Jan
Lattimer, 2601 Madison Avenue #107,
Plover, Wisconsin 54467. My new phone/
fax # is: (715) 342-6848.

Please feel free to submit information on
your accomplishments to your Regional
Vice President or to:  MuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletter Editor, 109
Pierce St., Randolph, WI  53956. Fax (920)
326-6436  eMail  falkj@powerweb.net

South Region

Mid-Central Region
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“The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today.”  - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Poem Publications
This is for a listing of recent publications having to do with poetry of WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 1996-97.  For more information, please send
a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author
The Liege Poems Poetry Gary Busha

Wolfsong Publications
3123 S. Kennedy Drive,
Sturtevant, WI 53177
e-mail: wolfsong@wi.net

the poetry of cold: a collection of Anthology Works of Barbara Cranford, Bruce Dethlefsen,
writings about winter, wolves, Annette Grunseth, Erika Hall, Lucy Rose Johns,
and love DyAnne Korda, Ellen Kort, Mary “Casey” Martin,
(Available November 27, 1997) Edith Nash, and others

Home Brew Press, P.O. Box 185,
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-0185
e-mail: www.badgerbooks.com

Quarterly Financial Report

July 1, 1997 through Sept. 30, 1997

Calendar Account:
Balance July 1 $9,783.38

Income: $3,040.11
Expenses: Printing & Mailing $8,426.92

Deposit to general account $1,167.54
Payment to business manager $1,167.54
Expense Total $10,762.00

Balance Sept. 30 $2,061.49

Literary Fund Account:
Balance July 1 $14,848.65

Income: Donations $50.00
Interest $226.38
Income Total $276.38

Expenses: Miscellaneous $17.61

Balance Sept 30 $15,107.42

General Account:
Balance July 1 $4,873.24

Income: Dues $400.00
Back issues Calendar $2.50
‘96 Calendar $1,167.54
Income Total $1,570.04

Expenses: Treasurer $31.84
Regional VP $58.25
Museletter $526.45
Expense Total $616.54

Balance Sept 30 $5,826.74

Submitted by Sue DeKelver, treasurer

Among FriendsAmong FriendsAmong FriendsAmong FriendsAmong Friends
by Kay Saunders

Poetry critique groups may range from four poets to ten. At
least that’s the way it is for us in the Fox Valley.

The larger group meets once a month in someone’s home,
one of the small groups meets once a week for about three
hours; the other small group tries for once a month. No set
date is made for these groups.

What happens at these meetings and is it worth it? Each
person gets a copy of the poem to be critiqued and it’s then
read by the author. At some gatherings, a motivational
exercise is presented and time allowed for freeflow from it.

What do we look for?
What’s the main thrust of the poem?
Is the title strong enough for the poem?
If it’s a form, are the rules followed?
Any words or phrases that jar or offend?
Observe good internal and end rhyme.
Comment on clear images, fresh language.
Would it help to rearrange stanzas or lines?
Would it help to cut an entire stanza? (Ouch!)

You check your calendar--the date for your next meeting is
tomorrow and you don’t have a poem? Scratch your head,
scurry around implore the Muse. Write a poem, at least a work
in progress. Scribble on lined paper, type it in rough form.

Try never to leave home without one!

Spring Conference ’98


More information to come in the Spring issue.

Quality Inn, West Baraboo

Friday
April 24

Saturday
April 25

Poetry Marathon  Makes
the News
 The Fifth Annual Invitational Poetry
Marathon at Olbrich Gardens was held
on August 24, 1997. Featured readers
included: Jeri McCormick, Laurence
T. Giles, Jim Stevens, Eunice Holtz,
Lenore McComas Coberly, Marianna
Wright, Bruce Dethlefsen, Susan
Godwin, Fran Rall, and R. Virgil Ellis.

A nice article written by John Aehl
followed in the Wisconsin State
Journal’s Local section on Monday
morning. Fran Rall, the WFOP member
and poet that organized the reading was
interviewed about the marathon and the
Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets. Susan
Godwin’s poem “Kindergarten Portrait
Day” was written within the article as
she read it that day.

Deadline for the Spring issue of the
Museletter is Friday, February 6, 1998.
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“Any fact facing us is not as important as our attitude toward it.”  - Norman Vincent Peale

First Class
Silence is heavy
like eyelids during a boring homily
someone should speak --
is shyness locking lips
is inexperience blocking thoughts
will we be able to write, read, critique
even become a group of poets
who out of silence
find meaning together?

Images On A Horizon
Shadows of pink appear:
a vista
of the soft
energy
of fire
that begins
where greyness
disappears.

Poinsettias fade.
And cinnamon hearts appear
in the candy dish.

Winter’s Haiku

The snowy curtain
drifting through trees becomes
a veil of diamonds.

POETRY is of
greater import(ance)
than History...

      Aristotle

Star Powers, E
ditorPPPPPoetry Poetry Poetry Poetry Poetry Pageageageageage

My mother died eight years ago today.
Late this afternoon I picked my way
through a new-plowed field to a path in a greening woods,
where flowers had pushed through winter leaves and stones,
to tell a parable of life and death.

I heard the earth beneath me hold its breath
and felt my mother’s rhythms in my bones--
a symphony of pathed and unpathed woods,
of Beethoven and books -- strange, lovely blend
of careful and uncultivated ways--
and realized her life will never end.

The dead have powers
to roll away the stones of earth and hours,
to burst through bonds of unplowed space and time,
and sign their presence with perennial flowers.

Resurrection

“Resurrection”, by Sr. Irene Zimmerman, Milwaukee. Winner of two prestigious Contests this year: see previous Museletter.
“First Class” by Barbara Bache-Wiig, Waukesha, from her chapbook, Lessons.
“Images On A Horizon” by Sr. Margaret Holden, Middleton. She has recently moved here from New Jersey. New Member.
“Winter’s Haiku”, from a collection of Winter’s Haiku, by Mary “Casey” Martin, Wisconsin Rapids, New Member.
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“Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eyes off your goals.”  - Unknown
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A spray
of hearts

slides
on a stem--

no end
to all this

dangling charm--
fleshy, plump pillowed hearts

give back ten times
what I gave when

I anchored one shoot
in a mound of earth

beside a wall
for all the warmth

clay bricks
will lend.

ATTENTION - NEW MEMBERS!!!

This Poetry Page was initiated primarily to showcase the
work of our New Members! Please do not be shy about
sending copies of your poems for consideration to fill this
Feature!

Also, Contest winnters, please send your poems. YES,
even the Trophy Poem winners!

Of course, from time to time we shall select poems from the
many chapbooks that are being published by our members;
that is if you will send us a complimentary copy -- which will
eventually be used for prizes at our meetings. Send poems to:

Star Powers, Editor
460 S. River Road #4
West, Bend, WI 53095

“On Coming Home Again”, by Peggy Shimkus, Racine. From the chapbook Root River Voices, 20 Years Later 1976-1996.
“November wind-” by Mary Ellen Schmidt.
“Bleeding Hearts”, by Elaine Cavanaugh, from her new chapbook, Softly, Softly, Woman (with poems and drawings).
“Watching”, by Ramon A. Klitzke, Waukesha. New Member.

The samovar proves tarnished
ugly in its hugeness
the tea still bitter
time clouds remembrance.

Memories crowd my shoulders
ghosts unwilling
to be laid
mouthing silent words
sighing.

I built a cairn
stone atop stone
weighted by rain-tears
pocked by hail
bleached to a certain
paleness.

Those gravestones topple
expose a pit of detritus
old friends and enemies
are swollen with fat
withered bone-skinny.

My idols have faded
into obscurity
the clods have risen
above themselves
escapades are enfranchised.

Old loves and old hurts
dry and curling
in this new daylight
are blown away
like chaff
on the freshened air.

On Coming Home Again

November wind
erases green
replaces joy
with patience

Star Powers, E
ditorPPPPPoetry Poetry Poetry Poetry Poetry Pageageageageage VERSO

Slender fawn watches
curious, inquisitive
Mother watches, frets.

Watching
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“The final forming of a person’s character lies in his own hands.”  - Anne Frank

President Fries opened the meeting at 8:50 am with approximately 60 members
in attendance. Mardi welcomed everyone and thanked Jan Lattimer and the Mid-
Central Conference Committee members for their program, “Reflections and
Dreams (A Poetic Journey).” VP Josey Zell reported there are 350 members in our
organization. She announced that all Regional VP’s will retain their offices, except
that Elaine Cavanaugh will replace Star Powers for the East-Milwaukee region.
Minutes of the April 19, 1997 General Meeting were read and approved. The
Treasurer’s report was presented, appoved, filed, and may be seen elsewhere in the
Museletter.

Sue DeKelver announced that Chris Falk is now doing all the mailings and will
send the Museletter to the officers first class. A sign-up sheet for e-mail addresses was
placed. Regional reports were given, represented by LaCrosse for West-Central,
Madison for South-Central, Northwest, Mid-Central, Racine/Kenosha (South),
East-Milwaukee, Central-Fox Valley, and Northeast. Credentials Chair Sister Irene
Zimmerman reported received 14 applications: approved 11 active and 3 associate
from 4/13/97 to 10/1/97. Literary Fund Committee Chair Barbara Larsen reviewed
the plan to fund the Triad contests which will begin with the Fellowship’s 50th
Anniversary in the year 2000. Ellen Kort designed a Poetry Tree to invite members
to contribute to the fund drive. Sue DeKelver explained that the Sesquicentennial
grant was approved for an adult contest; Sandra Lindow will have information in the
Museletter.

Josey Zell requested a correction be noted in the list of WFOP Student Contest
winners published in the Museletter: High School Division, Honorable Mention for
the poem “What Happened to Nursery Rhymes?” by Annie Unger (correct), Grade
11, Nathan Hale High School, West Allis, WI.

The Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar:1998 Business Manager Patti Swanson reported
the Calendar balance is $2,055.06 as of October 3, 1997. She announced that the
membership may buy 10 books at $6.50; retail price is $9.95. A reduced price will
occur after January 1: $3.00; March 1: $1.00. Editor Cris Prucha stated that WFOP
has ISBN numbers (International Standard Book Numbers) for the next nine years.
She also announced that applications for the Wisconsin Library Association Literary
Awards are available to anyone who published a book in 1997. She recommended
sending a copy of the publication for review.

Mardi announced that Jo Alderson has accepted the position of Historian; Richard
Roe will continue as Archivist. She called upon VP and Nominations Chair Josey
Zell who presented the Slate of Officers. See list elsewhere in the Museletter. President
Fries called for a vote from the general assembly to accept or reject this Slate. The
vote to accept the Slate passed unanimously.

In other business, Sue DeKelver recommended distribution of past Calendars to
schools, libraries, nursing homes, etc. Recent winners in various NFSPS contests
were recognized: Kenneth Gurney, Shorewood and Art Madson, Whitewater. Other
WFOP members who won contests, but were not in attendance are Marion Brimm
Rewey, Verona and Junette Fabian, Two Rivers.

Adjournment: 9:48 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Ellen Schmidt, Secretary

Minutes of the WFOP General Meeting
October 4, 1997 at Fall Conference, Stevens Point

President
from page 1

conferences to make certain we can
tarry at the room-side-tables long
enough. I know that I missed perusing
the Literary Fund “display” and forking
over a few more dollars. Barbara Larsen
will be happy to open our envelope for a
large or small contribution during this
holiday season! (Her address? 11751
Beach Road, Sister Bay, WI 54234).

Board members cannot be expected to
catch all concerns or invent all ideas
leading to our benefit. Take a minute to
send your thought(s) to any of the officers
listed above or your regional vice-
president, if you wish. We also like to
hear of these items prior to a meeting.
There is so little time to truly discuss
options at a conference.

And thanks for letting us hear from
you on the above accounts!

May you find much joy in this holiday
season!

Due January 1, 1998

If your label says 97, send your
dues for the new year (98) to Sue
DeKelver, 111 Williams St.,
Marinette, WI 54143. If it says

96, your name will be dropped from
the membership list if dues are not
paid right away.

Active member dues $15.00
Student member 7.50
Associate member 10.00
Life membership 100.00

Check your mailing label

I contributed to the WFOP Literary Fund
because of the profound gratitude I felt about
my growth as a person. Writing, trying to
write, thinking about writing, talking to writers,
reading writing of my friends and listening to
their thoughts expressed in writing. Trying to
write has helped me see things in vastly different
ways while at the same time reinforcing my
inate, peculiar way of stubbornly continuing
to see why I saw things as I did. A sort of
stirring the pot to attain clarity. This is also
embodied by those anti-acid ads to show how
one settles the stomach and one doesn’t.

So, thanks to WFOP which has helped

dissolve all that sludge.

Fran Rall
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“Attack every problem with enthusiasm...as if your survival depended on it.”  - Unknown

Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar:1999
Submission Guidelines

Contest and Publishing Opportunities

The Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets is
seeking submissions for its 1999 Poets’
Calendar. Adult Wisconsin residents
may submit up to three short,
unpublished poems suitable for
publication in a desk calendar.
Appropriate themes are seasons,
holidays, people, places, or other aspects
of life in Wisconsin. Each poem should
appear on a separate page that includes
the writer’s name, address, and phone
number. Writers must include a three
sentence biography as well as a self-
addressed stamped envelope for
notification and return of unused work.

Postmark deadline for submissions is
Monday, February 2, 1998. Mail to:

Yvette Viets Flaten, Editor
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar
2221 Second Street
Eau Claire, WI 54703-2944

WFOP Student Contest
The Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets is offering its 11th annual poetry contest to MIDDLE (grades 6-8) and HIGH SCHOOL

(grades 9-12) students living in the State of Wisconsin. The prizes are as follows: first prize-$30, second prize- $20, third prize-
$10, honorable mention-$5. There will be Merit Awards. Plus the top ten winners from each contest will be entered in the
Manningham Poetry Trust Student Contest sponsored jointly with the National Federation of State Poetry Societies.*

Rules for Submission

1. Each student may enter 1 (one) poem only. Submit 2 copies of that poem typed on standard white 8½” x 11” paper. (No lined,
punched, or colored papers, please).

2. One copy should be left plain; that is, it should contain nothing but the poem itself, without any identifying marks such as
initials, signatures, graphics, or artwork.

3. On the second copy, in the upper left corner, print or type the following information: 1) Student’s name and home address
and 2) Student’s Grade (very important!) In the upper right hand corner, type or print the following: 3) School’s name
and complete mailing address and 4) School’s phone number. And 5) Include the following Artist’s Statement: ‘This
is my original work’, followed by the poet’s signature.

4. Poems may have been previously published and/or won awards. The poet retains all rights.
5. NO POEMS WILL BE RETURNED. Should you desire a list of state winners, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope

(SASE) to the Contest Chairperson listed below.
6. DEADLINE DATE: MUST BE POSTMARKED BY TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 1998.
7. Send all entries to: Yvette Viets Flaten (Chairperson, Student Contest), 2211 Second Street, Eau Claire, WI 54703-2944,

phone: (715) 834-2844
*Manningham Poetry Trust Contest Awards will be: 1st--$50, 2nd--$30, 3rd--$20, plus 7 Honorable Mentions.
NO POEMS MAY BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE NATIONAL CHAIRPERSON.

Sesquicentennial Poetry Contest
In celebration of the Wisconsin Sesquicentennial, the Wisconsin Fellowship of

Poets if sponsoring a Sesquicentennial Poetry Contest. With help and funding by the
Wisconsin Sesquicentennial Commission, the State of Wisconsin, and public,
private and corporate contributors, the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets invites writers
eighteen and older to submit up to three poems that celebrate some aspect of
Wisconsin life--people, places and/or history. Poets should be Wisconsin residents
or those with Wisconsin ties. First prize $150, second prize $100, third prize $50.
Contest runs from November 15, 1997 to February 15, 1998. Winners will be notified
by April 15, State Poetry Day. Awards will presented at the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets spring conference in April. Contest participants will be invited to take part
in regional poetry readings during the summer. Winning poems will appear in a
special Sesquicentennial broadside to be published by the Wisconsin Fellowship of
Poets. Poets should submit two copies of each poem, one without identification and
one with the poet’s name, address and telephone number. Poets must include a
stamped, self-addressed envelope if they wish to receive contest results and the return
of their poems. Submissions can be sent in care of Sandra Lindow at the following
address:

Sesquicentennial Poetry Contest
P.O. Box 984
Eau Claire, WI 54702-0984

Poems may be published or unpublished. However, if the poems have been
published, poets must acknowledge the publications.
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“The reward of a thing well done is to have done it.”  - Ralph Waldo Emerson

1998 Calendar Notes
by Patti Swanson, Business Manager

Slate of New WFOP Officers
1998-2001

Two months to go and there are just over 300 calendars in my
supply. I appreciate all the tips, leads and help you all have
given me so far and I’d like to see us work together and get the
rest of the calendars out on the market before year’s end!

After January 1st, the price of any remaining calendars in
stock drops to $3.00. After March 1st, the price drops to $1.00.

See Quarterly Financial Report for a summary of the 1998
Calendar Account. More detailed financial reports are available.
Please contact me if you’d like copies.

Sheryl Slocum President
Peter Sherrill Executive Vice-President
Sue DeKelver Treasurer
Cathryn Cofell Secretary
Sr Irene Zimmerman Credentials Chair
Sandra Lindow West-Central Regional Vice-President
Susan Godwin South Regional Vice-President
Jan Chronister Northwest Regional Vice-President
Jan Lattimer Mid-Central Regional Vice-President
Peggy Shimkus Southeast Regional Vice-President
Elaine Cavanaugh East (Milwaukee) Regional VP
Kay Saunders Central-Fox Valley Regional VP
Barbara Larsen Northeast Regional Vice-President

After January 1, 1998 Calendars will be $3.00
After March 1, 1998 Calendars will be $1.00

Call For Poetry
The 128th Annual Conference of the Wisconsin Academy

of Sciences, Arts and Letter will be held at St. Norbert
College, DePere, Wisconsin on May 1-2, 1998.

Any interested individuals are invited to make submissions
of previously unpublished work. The conference’s outstanding
poem will be awarded a cash prize and will be read at the
Lunch and Awards Ceremony. Selected poetry and abstracts
will be published in the Conference Proceedings.
Friday, May 1, 1998: “Nurturing Wisconsin’s Waterways,”
a special symposium celebrating Wisconsin’s river heritage
and focusing on issues of river basin management and
improving water quality, with special background and
perspectives on Wisconsin’s Fox/Wolf River Basin.
Saturday, May 2, 1998: Presentation of Poetry, Papers, and
Posters. The conference also includes a poetry section for
high school students grades 11 and 12. (Contact Noelle
Rydell at 800-443-6159 or e-mail noelle_rydell@wetn.pbs.org
for information about high school poetry section.)

For application form or registration form, or for more
information contact: Lynn Hanus, Conference Coordinator
(800) 443-6159, e-mail: lmhanus@facstaff.wisc.edu or write
to: Wisconsin Academy, 1922 University Avenue, Madison,
WI 53705. Applications must be received or postmarked no
later than February 28, 1998.

Wanted: Guest Poets
Michael Belongie’s interactive television course again is

broadcasting second semester, beginning January 19; air time
is 2:30 p.m. The course entitled Power Poetry, will have
simultaneous deliveries to selected student/poets in Adams-
Friendship, Royall, River Valley-Spring Green, and the home
studio in Randolph.

The course offers a collegiate syllabus of modern American
and English trend-setting poets. Journaling and guest poet
readings are the mainstay of the high marks given to the course
in the television consortium, called SCING.

You are invited to apply for a guest spot. The poets already
taped during the airing of the course are: El Salvadorian poet/
exile, Daisy Cubias, Bruce Dethlefsen, Yvette Flaten, Iefke
Goldberger, Jeri McCormick, Angela Peckenpaugh, Star
Powers, twice a presenter, Cris Prucha, Lynn Smith, John
Stano, and Laurel Yourke.

Please write Michael Belongie at 1421 Hiawatha Dr., Beaver
Dam, WI 53916 or call (920) 326-2425 school or home (920)
887-7714.

Star Poet Search
Michael Belongie is seeking a nationally prominent poet to

perform at the 1999 Southern Wisconsin Educational Inservice
Organization on the last Friday of February in 1999. Former
guest poets have been Gwendolyn Brooks, Nikki Giovanni, and
Sharon Olds.

The SWEIO board has funded these prominent poets’
appearances. Please forward names and rationale to Michael.
This year’s guest is Pulitzer winner Frank McCourt of Angela’s
Ashes. He will appear at the new Wright designed Monona
Terrace Convention Center on February 27, 1998.

E-mail
For those members that have added e-mail as another way to

communicate with the outside world...if you are interested in
adding your e-mail address to the database, please forward a
note to me, Chris Falk at my address: falkj@powerweb.net. The
officers will be the only members that will be privy to this listing
unless you pass on your address to fellow members yourself.
Thank you for helping to keep our database as up to date as
possible.

My contribution to the WFOP Literary Fund is:-
• In remembrance of those who have gone before us...pillars

of the organization.
• In recognition of all WFOP members who presently give

each other support and inspiration.

It is my sincere desire to encourage the aspirations of all who
would follow and hopefully preserve

Poetry
for

Posterity.

Dorothy M. Schwenkner
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