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Welcome to the
Fellowship

President’s Message
The following people have become

new members to the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets since the Summer
Museletter issue:

Dolores Eggener Marinette
Ellen Kesting Kewaskum
Laurel Yourke Madison

Welcome to the Wisconsin Fellowship
of  Poets!

Editor: Christine Falk

Life is what happens to you while you are making other plans.

Fall Conference Info
Because of earlier deadlines, the

information for the WFOP Fall
Conference which will take place on
Friday and Saturday, October 3 & 4,
1997 was included in the last Museletter.
If you would like information on the
conference along with a registration
form, please contact Jan Lattimer, 675
Ridge Road Lot #217, Mosinee, WI
54455, (715) 693-1998. Deadline for
registration is Saturday, August 30,
1997.

As some of you may already know, Mardi is in the midst of moving. Unfortunately,
she is not able to include a President’s Message in this issue since she is still digging
out. The editor wishes her the best in her new place (and hopes she is able to return
to her Presidential Message-writing duties in the next issue!!)

WFOP will host a monthly poetry evening at Barnes & Noble Books, in back of
Madison’s West Towne Shopping Center, beginning September 28, 1997. Plans
include a format of two featured readers with an open mike to follow. The WFOP
reading and open mike will be the last Sunday of each month from 7:00 PM until 9:00
PM when the store closes. The location is upstairs, reached by walking toward the
back of the store, up the center stairs and to the left. Barnes & Noble will provide PA,
advertising and set up for our monthly event. Readers may sell their books if they
wish. Jackie Langetieg and Richard Roe will contact readers and host the monthly
event.

Although the “featured reader” portion of the evening will be primarily WFOP
members, any poet is encouraged to take advantage of both the open mike reading
and listening--this poetry evening is open to all audiences. If you’re from the
Madison area, or just visiting, drop in on the last Sunday evening of the month at
7 PM and sign up to read with the open mike group--or just listen and enjoy good
poetry.

Poem Publications
WFOP Members are invited to submit note of their book/poem project.  If more than 8 titles are
submitted, other submissions will be in the following Museletter.

This is for a listing of recent publications having to do with poetry of WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 1996-97.  For more information, please send
a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the author.

Title Publication Author
The Great She Poems, Paintings, Barb Cranford & DyAnne Korda

& Sculpture (signed 951 Hwy C
and numbered) Hancock, WI 54943

(608) 564-7701
(715) 341-3071

Partners in Rhyme Poetry Dorothy Schwenkner & Julie Cousin
For info:
Dorothy Schwenkner
543 S. Fremont Street
Janesville, WI 53545-4213

WFOP Poetry Night at Madison Barnes & Noble
Book Store

A Tribute to Poet...
Angela Peckenpaugh
see page 10

First Place: Joan Johannes
Second Place: Ruby Thalke
Third Place: Josephine Zell

Congratulations to all the winners!
See Page 4 for Fall Contest Rules.

1997 Spring Trophy
Poem Contest Winners
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Central-Fox Valley

Infinity is one lawyer waiting for another.

In June, a group of Laurel Mills’
former students hosted a special evening
at Bubolz Nature Center in Appleton.
Also invited were other poets from the
Fox Valley. Laurel’s new book, I Sing
Back , was just off the press, so it could
be circulated and purchased that
evening. It was published by Black Hat
Press.

A collaboration of Ellen Kort’s poetry
and Charles Mitchell’s art is now
available - Sing Back My Bones.  A
performance and reception was held on
Friday, August 15th at the Appleton Art
Center. It featured Ellen, Charles, and
the music of Dennis Hawk.

Several poets from the Fox Valley
were part of a poetry/luncheon at The
Bridge Between, a retreat center near
Denmark, WI. We thank George
Johnson, Green Bay, for making the
arrangements and Sister Caroline
Sullivan for being a gracious hostess.
submitted by
Kay Saunders, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Cathryn Cofell was a participant in
the poetry section at the Wisconsin
Academy of Arts, Sciences, and Letters
1997 Conference; her poem “Winter in
North Dakota” received this year’s
award for Outstanding Poem. Cathryn’s,
award-winning poem appears in this
issue on the Poetry Page. She also won
the same award last year, from the
Wisconsin Academy Conference. The
title of her 1996 “Outstanding Poem”
award was “Eulogy.” Cathryn has been
published and/or accepted in Hodge
Podge Press, The Door County Voice,
Fox Cry and the Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar:1998.

Barb Cranford and DyAnne Korda
now have the chapbook on their poetry-
sculpture-painting gallery show The
Great She. The 40-page book includes

over two dozen poems, each with a
black-white picture of its companion
painting or sculpture. A 4-color fly leaf
just inside the cover showing all the art
in color is a special feature.

Sheryl Slocum was guest poet/teacher
in her daughter’s 7th grade English
class at Denison Middle School in Lake
Geneva. Her three sessions on poetry
culminated in a “coffee house” reading
with each student reading at least once.

Starting Sunday, September 28th at 7
PM, there will be poetry readings on the
last Sunday of every month at Barnes &
Noble Bookstore on Madison’s west
side. WFOP members, as well as other
poets will participate.

Richard Roe is coordinating the
annual “Fall Harvest Reading”
scheduled for October 12th at 3 PM at
Canterbury Booksellers. Richard and
Jackie Langetieg  are arranging a
reading at Barnes & Noble for Thursday,
October 23rd at 7 PM.

Iefke Goldberger and Fabu Mogaka
participated in a Poetry Exchange with
14 inmates at the Medium Correctional
Institution at Sturtevant, WI on
Thursday, August 7th. Fabu and Judy
Washbush had conducted a previous
exchange at the institution. All
participants found these programs very
worthwhile.

I have two boxes of the Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar:1998 for Madison area
members who want to purchase their
copies at the member’s price. My phone
number is (608) 277-8966.
submitted by
Suzi Godwin, South  Regional VP

Fran Rall, Andrea Potos, and Eve
Robillard read poetry at the First
Unitarian Church in Madison on August
10th as part of a program entitled “Arts
and Spirituality.”

Marianna Wright had 2 poems,
“Waiting for Spring” and “If Asked”,
appear in the Spring 1997 issue of
Wisconsin Academy Review.  Her poem
“Eve’s Dream: A Midrash” will be
published in the on-line journal,
Recursive Angel, as well as Earth’s
Daughters. Her poem “Winter Solstice

Gift” has been included in the Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 1998.
submitted by
Suzi Godwin, South-Central Regional VP

Mara Ptacek  has had a poem
published in A Wise Woman’s Garden
and several in The Writer’s Block . She
has had others accepted for future
publication in The Writer’s Block ,
Wisconsin Academy Review and Poems
Good Enough To Eat.

Ruth Shurilla was the featured artist
for the Alexian Village Retirement
Community for the month of July. Her
exhibit entitled “People, Places, Poems
& Prayers”...the Art of Ruth Ruddy
Shurilla was on display at the
Passageway Art Gallery. She had many
works of art in the exhibit with
accompanying poems. One was “Renee
in Sunlight” which was included in the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar:1995.  A
reception was held in her honor on
Wednesday, July 30th.

Sister Irene Zimmerman’s poem,
“First Forgiveness,” won Second Place
in the Catholic Press Association annual
awards competition. Her poem appeared
in St. Anthony Messenger in February
1996. (The judges said, “...The poem
probes the experience beyond loss,
beyond sin, into a kind of redemption.
An effective, Miltonic glimpse into our
first parents.”). Sister Irene’s two poems,
“Abendlied” and “Under the Influence”
tied for First Place in the first annual
Wordspring Conference sponsored by
Cardinal Stritch College in March 1997.

On April 22-24 of 1997, Michael
Varga attended the Lucidity Ozark
Poetry Retreat in Eureka Springs,
Arkansas. One of his poems, “Ode to
Forgotten Poets”, won an Honorable
Mention at the Lucidity Awards
Banquet. He visited former WFOP
members, Uel and Paulina Ramey in
Eagle Rock, Missouri on the day
preceding the writer’s conference.
submitted by
Elaine Cavanaugh, East Regional VP

Wednesday, July 8th the Chippewa
Valley Cultural Association invited

see Regional News  page 3

Mid-Central Region

Southeast Region

South Region

East Region

West-Central Region
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Inside every small problem is a large problem struggling to get out.

Marion Morris Zepp and two other
area poets to read at an event sponsoring
the renovation of Chippewa Falls
McDonnell High School.

On Thursday, July 17th Eau Claire
area WFOP members met at
Camaraderie for a mid-summer
celebration supper and reading.

Nadine St. Louis, Al Jenkins  and
other area poets read their poetry on
July 24th at the Eau Claire Borders to an
appreciative audience.

On Sunday, July 27th Sandra Lindow
read from her newest chapbook Revision
Quest and other poems at the Diversicon
Science Fiction Conference in
Bloomington, Minnesota.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

George Johnson, Bill Olson, Sue
DeKelver, Polly Plankey, Doris Bezio,
Kay Saunders and Barbara Larsen,
along with spouses and friends, attended
a luncheon and open poetry reading at
The Bridge Between, a retreat center
near Denmark, Wisconsin, on July 20th.
It was an enjoyable afternoon in a unique
and beautiful rural setting.

Bill Olson was the featured poet in
the most recent issue of The Glass
Cherry, a poetry magazine which is
published quarterly. Phoebe Olson,
Bill’s artist wife, furnished the pictures
which accompanied his poems.

Annette Grunseth has been keeping
the U.S. Postal Service busy recently. A
poem, “Only Poets Know”, was accepted
by Once Upon A Time, a national
magazine for children’s writers, “A Tale
of Two Rivers” appeared in the Green
Bay Press Gazette in June, and Stephen
Ministries, St. Louis, Missouri will
include 1-3 of her poems in the 4th
edition of their poetry anthology coming
out in late 1998. The Fox/Wolf Rivers
Environmental History Project ,  a
statewide newsletter for teachers, will
be using 3-5 of Annette’s poems along
with writing exercises for teachers to
use in the classroom. She has had two
poems accepted for the autumn issue of
the Door County Journal, a poem in
Fox Cry, 1997, and a poem in the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar:1998.

Sue DeKelver and her husband, Bob

from Regional News  page 2

are editing a gardening column in a new
Door County magazine. Her poem “Herbal
Therapy” was accepted in Ellen Kort’s
cookbook, Words Good Enough To Eat.
Her work is also appearing in the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 1998.

Poems On a Summer Night was the title
of a program featured on July 22nd during
the Ephraim Foundation’s “Bring Your
Own Chair Summer Series” in Ephraim.
It featured poetry and slides by three Door
County poets: Lauren Mittermann,
Susan Peterson, and Barbara Larsen.
The program was planned and
coordinated by the latter.

There will be a Coffee House/open
poetry reading at the Clearing’s Jensen
Center in Ellison Bay, from 7:30 to 10:30
on Friday, September 26th. If you are in
the area, drop in. Capacity 50, so it is first
come, first served!
submitted by
Barbara Larsen, Northeast Regional VP

Matt Welter has had works accepted

Among FriendsAmong Friends
by Lenore Coberly

by City Pages, The Pointer, Writer’s
Block, Sweet Annie & Sweet Pea, Rag
Mag, Artword Quarterly, Art Forum,
Year 2000, Cutting Edge, Hodge Podge
Press, Melting Trees Review, Mother
Superior, and Talus & Scree. This month
he had 6 reviews appear in Small Press
Review. He has sold out his chapbook,
Yellowstone 88, and his chapbook,
S.A.D. Cure has gone into a small second
printing. He has reviewed books by
Laurel Mills (I Sing Back) and Elaine
Cavanaugh (Softly, Softly Woman) and
gives them top picks for the year.

The Second Sunday Poets series at
the Cable Cultural Arts Center in Cable,
Wisconsin will take place on September
14th. The Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar:1998 will be available for sale
at this event and those area members
published in the calendar will be invited
to read. There also will be an open
reading. Jan Chronister of Maple was
the featured reader at the Second Sunday
Poets event on June 8th and Matt Welter
of Bayfield read at the event on July
13th.

Resourceful Writers
At our fall conference last year in Madison the question of when a poem has been

published as opposed to being non-published came up. A number of resources were
suggested for finding answers to such questions--The Writer, Writers’ Digest,
Byline, and government publications about copyright were among them. When I
read my November Byline I saw that WFOP members do not let grass grow under
their feet! Sheryl Slocum had already queried Byline.

Her question was whether or not she needed to list such things as appearing in her
church newsletter when she reported whether or not a poem had been previously
published. She further inquired about more strict rules for contests. Kathryn
Fanning, publisher of Byline, replied that circulation or payment were not relevant
when deciding publication but, if you mention local publication which is not
overlapping with the market you are seeking, the editor might accept the poem.

Contests, she noted, are different and you must read the rules of each one. Marion
Brimm Rewey, probably our most frequent winner of poetry prizes, is very cautious
indeed about having her poems out of her hands until after she has submitted them
to (and usually won) the contests she feels they have a chance of winning.

As for my own view, Fanning is right, of course, but the line between sending a
poem to a friend and putting it in a church newsletter is a little obscure to me.
Obviously no editor except a member of a church would know, but noting it on the
submission is being entirely honest.

This may be a good reason for us to consider our rules for the Calendar. Once
published there a poem is, if not dead, at least disabled. On the other hand, why
should we hesitate to publish prize winners by our members? Think about it.

See also Publication Definition page 4

Northeast Region

Northwest Region
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The other line moves faster.

Quarterly Financial Report
submitted by Sue DeKelver, treasurer

April 1, 1997 through June 30, 1997

Calendar Account:
Balance April 1, 1997 $8,690.13

Income: Sales $1,020.90
Misc 78.16
Total $1,099.06

Expenses: $5.81
Balance June 30, 1997 $9,783.38

Literary Account:
Balance April 1, 1997 $14,586.06

Income: Donations $250.00
Interest 148.00
Total $398.00

Expenses: Printing $135.41
Balance June 30, 1997 $14,848.65

General Account:
Balance April 1, 1997 $4,623.56

Income: Dues $1,922.50
Calendar 8.00
Conference 1,693.00
Misc 33.00
Total $3656.50

Expenses: Officers $497.95
Contests 360.00
Conference 1,607.48
Museletter 257.50
Brochures 583.89
Contract 100.00
Total $3,406.82

Balance June 30, 1997 $4,873.24

Publication Definition
Lenore Coberly wrote to Elizabeth Lund, Poetry Editor for

The Christian Science Monitor asking her for a definition of
a published poem, giving examples of being in a newsletter or
Christmas card as brought up in WFOP discussions. Here is
Ms. Lund’s response:

“...If someone sent me a poem that she had included in a
Christmas card, I would not consider the work to be published.
Nor would I consider something that ran in a church newsletter
to be a professional credit. (In both of those cases, the audience
is very limited and no one has purchased legal rights to the
poem.)

My definition of published would include any of the
following: appearing in a local magazine that has a circulation
of 500 or more; appearing in a nationally distributed
publication; appearing in any of the publications listed in
“Poet’s Market”; appearing in any publication that pays you
for your work.

As a poet myself, I sympathize with authors who write for
one venue and then realize that the work might serve a broader
audience. Everyone wants the most exposure possible. What
you need to avoid, however, is the appearance that you’re
giving editors the raw deal, especially editors who actually pay
for poems. In my case, for example, I want the best poetry I can
find, and I want to know that we are the first to present it to the
world. We just can’t afford to pay for “reruns” when there are
so many good poets out there with “fresh” work.

If a writer has any doubt as to the status of his/her work, it’s
always a good idea to alert the editor to such concerns in the
cover letter. Then let her make up her mind. But in general,
poets should always start at the top first. That is, send to the
places you most admire first, and then work your way down.
Working your way up with “used goods” can be an effort in
futility.”

Maybe Ms. Lund’s definition of publication can help clarify
this topic in members’ minds. We thank her for her response.

For all Internet surfers, here are a few more sites to add to
your favorites.

Recursive Angel is a site devoted to poetry. A poem of
WFOP member, Marianna Wright will be included on this
site in their October issue. The title of her poem is “Eve’s
Dream: A Midrash.”

www.calldei.com/~recangel
And for a daily dose of poetry, try a website entitled “Poetry

Daily.” As indicated by the title, the poetry varies daily.
www.poems.com

And finally, for those interested in entering contests
available on the web...two of the many contests out there...

users.aol.com/cwwx/cww29.html
(Poetry contest - deadline December 30th)
www.historyonline.net/poetcont.htm
(History Poetry contest - deadline September 15th)

Send interesting web sites to the editor at the address elsewhere in this
publication.

Web Picks
Contest Rules for the
Fall Trophy Poem Contest

Poem must be unpublished.

Poems will not be returned.

No line length requirement.

Must be accompanied by an index card with title of
poem, your name, address, phone number, and first
line of poem.

Must be submitted at the Fall Conference or within
two weeks following the conference to Ellen Kort,
1367 Hiawatha Drive, Appleton, WI 54915.

There will be first place, second place, third place,
and honorable mentions according to the judge’s
decision.
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If you change lines, the one you just left will start to move faster than the one you are now in.

Theater’s Echo
There is a ghost who dwells on theater’s stage;
a singer’s spirit long ago deceased.
At night she drifts among the empty seats
and wanders down the dark deserted aisles
in search of glory from her faded past.
The lonely restless soul is filled with grief;
her sobs are heard, those hollow dreadful moans
which penetrate the stillness of the night.

And through the narrow window moonlight falls
upon the stage where curtain opens wide.
And there she stands in flowing satin gown
her face a ghastly white, her eyes ice blue.
Her hands reach out to silent vacant space,
but no ears hear her long forgotten song.

A Blade of Grass
A blade of grass,
different than the others
around him, surrounding him,
reaching for the
summer sun
high above.

Striving to become
what all the others
cannot be, will not be,
because of what
they cannot see
around them.

This blade of grass,
alone among the others
yet together, all together,
making up a
flowing field
of green.

Blind Weaver Man
In my summer night’s mind
I am a child again.
Mother strip-cuts old clothes,
sews tips together, rolls
into balls, loads coaster-wagon
for Sis and me to pull
to the blind, carpet-weaver man.

On clear summer nights
his loom is still--
“Come sit beside me,”
he calls from his porch.
“On nights like this I feel
the flight of feathers drifting,
a crackle of brittle stars,
still of the moon--
a reprieve from clatter and din
of my weaving machine.”

He told
how star clusters received names--
Orion, Plieades, Seven Sisters.
I never again saw such acres
and acres of stars.

Milking Metaphor
Appreciatively approach the rich
plumpness, tinged pink. Careful
not to tweak, twist, damage.
Work rhythmically, tirelessly;
attempt no other task.
Leave other animals at pasture;
don’t switch mammals midstream.
Milking’s hard work: early a.m.’s,
tired twilights. But, oh, the nourishment,
the satisfaction
of leaving
no drop of sweet sustenance
unsavored,
uncollected.

“Theatre’s Echo”, by Nick Cibrario, of Racine, from the Chapbook: Root River Voices, 20 Years Later 1976-1996
“A Blade of Grass”, by Daniel W. Harr, Madison, New Member
“Blind Weaver Man”, by Ruby Thalke, Brookfield, Winner: 2nd Place, in April, 1997 Trophy Contest
“Milking Metaphor”, by Laurel Yourke, Madison, New Member

POETRY is of
greater import(ance)
than History...

      Aristotle

Star Powers, E
ditorPoetry PagePoetry Page
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“Winter in North Dakota”, by Cathryn Cofell, Appleton, Awarded the “1997 Wisconsin Academy Conference Outstanding
Poem.”
“Carosello”, by Suzy Wedeward, West Bend, New Member

The heat of that calm summer day was as unceasing as the counter-clockwise
revolutions and piped music chiming, tiny while lights sprinkled around

the mirrors. The little girl sighed at the touch of coolness
between her legs as she perched upon her stiff steed

Up-and-down reviving the wind, hair wrapping her smile for a moment,
she stroked and patted the molded mane. Horseflesh in slippery colors.

Bit frozen in the open mouth, reins pulled back, held by a medieval
princess astride a solid-hoofed mount of taffy pink, marmalade orange

and brass. Blue glass eyes pierced with black pupils,
sweeps of calligraphed eyelashes - princess and horse alike

A breath of wind made faint the callipe’s strain. The young sovereign
gave a wave, a gallopade of royal animals behind and before her

into floating fantasy. Riding through meadows. Pursued by the great Hare
in the path through the wood. Chasing the silent Swan adrift on the river’s curve

Around the next bend, the burning sun lowered to the canopy’s rim,
consuming the girl’s vision. Horse slowing its gait, gilt by the twilight

its maiden rider reluctant to dismount, brought with her the trail of a smile,
and it seemed, an early evening breeze behind her.

Carosello

Star Powers, E
ditorPoetry PagePoetry Page VERSO

The dead are stacked like cord wood,
the living hack at their foggy reflection.
Great Aunt Alice, somewhere between,
squints alone out her front window
twisting at the last unopened jar of pickled beets,
twisting at the memory of lazy summer afternoons
when canning seemed an empty ritual
swatted away like horseflies.

She moved the chickens in first, then the cats.
Her doolittle house smells of burning feathers and clay.
Abandoned, the cows are done milking,
they are done, hungry udders bawling like wind
through a shivering barn that paints a gray mustache
against another bald blizzard’s face.

There are not enough places to pile escape.
There are not enough neighbors to save the farm,
to huddle against when the lights flicker.
The phone crackles a heavy weight of worry
from tropical nephews who find refuge in platitudes
and false promises from the Weather Channel.

She can’t find where the line for the road begins,
where the family is buried in the orchard plot,
where the horizon breaks just past Ellendale,
why she stayed,
where she would go if she left.

She flips the calendar to February,
waiting to remember.

Winter in North Dakota

Nothing in the known universe travels faster than a bad check.
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1998 Calendar Notes
Patti L. Swanson
Calendar Business Manager

1998 Calendar Book Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $1.50
2-3 books: $2.50
4-5 books: $3.50
6-10 books: $4.50

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. You
may order up to TEN (10) calendars at the wholesale rate of $6.50 each. Additional copies may be purchased at the retail price
of $9.95. Please use the following form to place your order.

Send to: Patti L. Swanson, Business Manager
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar:1998
665 Old Highway 16 West
Pardeeville, WI 53954-9313
Phone: (608) 429-3842

I would like copies @ $6.50 each (maximum: 10 books): $

I would like copies @ $9.95 (no limit): $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges:

Shipping and handling: $

Total Enclosed, payable to “WFOP Calendar Account”: $

I would like copies of the RETAIL sales brochure to distribute to potential individual buyers of the calendar.
I would like copies of the WHOLESALE sales brochure to take to bookstores, gifts shops and other potential sellers of the
calendar in my community.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

2,200 calendars were shipped from the bindery on July 17 and distribution
is underway.

If any member would like a bulk shipment of calendar books to market in his/
her area on behalf of WFOP, please contact me.

A note to those who’ve already received bulk shipments: Please do a quick
visual quality check of the calendars. Watch for loose or bent bindings; creased,
loose, blank, or overprinted pages; sections out of order, etc. Return any
defective books to me. Only the best should be out there representing WFOP.

Use the order form below to order member copies at a discount.

Send pieces of news items for
the Winter issue by
November 7th to:
Chris Falk
Museletter Editor
109 Pierce St.
Randolph, WI 53956
E-mail: falkj@powerweb.net
Fax: (920) 326-6436
(Note new area code)

Before you go any further...check your mailing label to see if you are up to date on your
membership. If you have a (96) after your name, please send in your dues today. We would hate
to lose you as a member!  Please send your renewal to Sue DeKelver!!
Student: $7.50 Associate: $10.00 Active: $15.00 Patron: $100.00

A quarter-ounce of chocolate=four pounds of fat.
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1997 Student Poetry Contest Recap

This year there were two contests: the regular WFOP
Student Poetry Contest and the Sesquicentennial Student
Poetry Contest.

The Student Poetry Contest received 631 entries. Of that
total, 360 were from Junior High/Middle School students and
271 were from Senior High students. This contest was judged
by Loretta Strehlow.

The Sesquicentennial contest received 452 entries. 301
were Junior High/Middle School entries and 151 Senior High
entries. The judge was Michael Belongie.

Both did admirable work and made my job very easy, and I
convey my heartfelt thanks to them both.

During the course of the year I continued to pursue
information of updating our contest data-base to conform with
new postal regulation. My husband is attempting to deal with
the ins and outs of what the USPS now requires. I’m continuing
to expand the list of teachers/private names to include on the
mailing.

The State contest winners were mailed to the Manningham
judge before the 15 March deadline.

The top 3 winners in each of the divisions in both contests
were forwarded on to the this year’s calendar chairperson.

It should be noted that this year’s combined contest set a new
record of 1,083 entries.

by Yvette Flaten

¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯
Ways to Support the
WFOP Student Contest
* Talk it up: Among teachers, among students, acquaintances,

poets, and other writer’s groups. Word of mouth is great!
* Send the name of any interested individuals, teachers,

librarians, etc, to the Student Chairperson, to be included on
the direct mailing list, (which supplements the All-School
mailing list).

* Consider donating to the WFOP Endowment Fund, so that
in time, the Student Contest can be included among the core
of contests to be offered through this Fund, guaranteeing its
future.
¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯
WFOP Sesquicentennial Poetry Contest

Wisconsin celebrates its Sesquicentennial of Statehood
during the year 1998, and in honor of this banner year, the
WFOP held a one-time special poetry student contest in 1997
for poetry relating to our state. The poems soon rolled in: 452
of them, to be exact--301 from Junior/Middle students, 151
from Senior High students. Michael Belongie kindly agreed
to serve as contest judge, and the resulting top three works
have been included in the 1998 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar,
currently available (along with the top three regular Student
Contest poems, as well).

And there is an interesting aside to the contest story: there
was very little cross-over from one contest to the other.
Schools, individual teachers, and students, chose one or the
other for submission; only rarely did a poet submit works to
both. On that basis, the combined number of Wisconsin
students submitting to our WFOP Student contests this year
rose to a new high of 1,083. And that’s a lot of poems!

Poetry and Youth:
The Tale of Two Contests
1997 Student Poetry Contest

When I used to edit our local elementary school’s PTA
newsletter, I was fond of adding a quote to fill the white space
at the bottom of the page, much the same way Chris Falk does
in our Museletter. One adage became a particular favorite,
because it complimented perfectly the PTA’s mission of
emphasis on children: “As the twig is bent, so grows the tree.”

Now, several years later, trying to summarize the results of
this year’s WFOP’s Student Poetry Contests, that old adage
springs to mind again, but in a new, truer, fresher form than
before. Perhaps, for us, it can be changed slightly to “as the
poetic twiglet is bent, so grows the poet,” for we often never
know exactly how far-reaching our simple actions can be, or
with what consequence. I had this lesson driven home early
this spring, and would like to share it, although the names
have been changed, à la Dragnet, to protect the tender bud of
creativity.

Late one Sunday night, not long after our very able judge
Loretta Strehlow had called me with her selection of State
Winners and the letters of notification had gone out, my
phone rang. The caller was an acquaintance of mine from
right here in Eau Claire. She was excited, having just arrived
home via Greyhound from the southern part of Wisconsin,
anxious to tell me how proud her Junior High-aged nephew
had been to show her his letter, his certificate, and the $5.00
check for Honorable Mention from the WFOP for his poem.
She expressed to me his pride of accomplishment, his utter joy
at the unexpected surprise of it, but most importantly, and
here is the lesson that tugs my heart--and which is a signal to
us all--that his having been acknowledged by us, the WFOP,
gave the boy the courage to admit for the first time to his
athletically-bent father that he loved reading, and writing,
and poetry more than he loved Little League or football. With
the certificate in hand, he had proof that he could be--indeed,
was-what he dreamed himself to be: poet.

The WFOP was the catalyst for that drama, and although
we come to know of it only by chance, it excites my imagination
to think how many more times similar self discoveries like
this might have been made simply because we provide an
opportunity, giving students the chance to let their poetic
roots take hold in new earth.

My friend thanked me profusely for being part of the
Student Contest, and now, in turn, I want to thank the entire
membership for supporting the process. This year a total of
631 students participated from both public and private schools,
360 from Junior High/Middle Schools, and 271 from Senior
High schools. Our funds provide material and prize money,
without charging the students a cent. Volunteers (a Big
Thank You) donate their time to organize, collate, mail, and
judge the contest. It is an honorable undertaking, and when
someone asks me why I continue to be involved, this is my
answer. One day, I will hear a poet say: “It all started with a
poem I wrote in Freshman English...” and then I will smile
with great satisfaction. Our trees will have begun to bear fruit.

If you want your spouse to listen and pay strict attention to every word you say, talk in your sleep.
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Yet Another Contest!
All winning poems in the

regular WFOP Student
Contest are submitted to
the national Manningham
Poetry Trust Awards
contest, sponsored by the
National Federation of
State Poetry Societies. This
year, a wonderful poem by
Kirsten Jagow, an 8th
grader from Delong Middle
School, Eau Claire, was
awarded 2nd Place in the
National contest!
Congratulations, Kirsten!

And if you have any
doubts about the ‘poetic
eye’ that our young people
possess, here’s Kirsten’s
poem, reprinted with
author’s kind permission.

Wild Horses graze under the moon
and the stars.
They are not like tame horses, who
lie down in their stalls at night, they
stay outside, rain or shine. Their tails
giving an occasional flip or flick at
pesky flies.

I am glad they don’t know how old
they are, or that winter is coming, or
that somewhere there are barrels of
grain, and bales of hay.

Wild horses run on dry river beds,
their nostrils quivering like red flags
in the wind. They don’t know to be
ashamed of their visible ribs. They
just run.

If I close my eyes, I see tame horses,
so predictable. So I keep my eyes open,
hoping to see wild horses. If I am lucky,
someday I might even run along with them.

SOMEDAY!

Wild Horse

(Mrs. Barbara Herrmann, Teacher--Delong Middle School)

WFOP Student Contest Winners
Student Poetry Contest

High School Division
1st: Oklahoma Fields by Meghan Coyle, Grade 12

Central High School, LaCrosse
2nd: Untitled (Everyone Listen) by Tyler Peterson, Grade 9

New Richmond High School, New Richmond
3rd: The Fish Dance by Nicole Dearth, Grade 12

Neenah High School, Neenah
Honorable Mention:
Fighting Growth by Olena Jennings, Grade 12

Greendale High School, Greendale
Paralyzed by Seth Lind, Grade 12

West High School, Madison
Boy by Laura Campbell, Gr. 12

DC Everest High School, Schofield
What Happened to Nursery Rhymes?  by Marissa L.

McConnell, Grade 11
Nathan Hale High School, West Allis

Untitled (Closer)  by Jodi Martin, Grade 12
Southwestern High School, Hazel Green

I Remember... by Amy Vosberg, Grade 12
Southwestern High School, Hazel Green

Cat by Tonya Marie Davidson, Grade 9
Shell Lake High School, Shell Lake

Junior High Division
1st: The Runner by Abby Seiger, Grade 8

Shorewood Intermediate, Shorewood

2nd: Water by Catie Talley, Grade 7
Shorewood Intermediate, Shorewood

3rd: The Hidden Meaning by Clare Oaks, Grade 8
Sherman Middle School, Madison

Honorable Mention:
Slim and Sleek by Jenny Oberley, Grade 7

Calvary Baptist, Menomonee Falls
A Changing Snow by Claire Poppe, Grade 8

Einstein Middle School, Appleton
Words by Kathy Guis, Grade 7

Shorewood Intermediate, Shorewood
Predator and Prey by Jonathan Miller, Grade 6

Walker School, Milwaukee
The Piano by Katelyn Martin, Grade 7

Delong Middle School, Eau Claire
I Can’t Write a Poem by Nick Hartog, Grade 6

Mt. Horeb Middle School, Mt. Horeb
Wild Horses by Kirsten Jagow, Grade 8

Delong Middle School, Eau Claire
Sesquicentennial Poetry Contest

High School Division
1st: I Am Wisconsin by Alexia Natkin, Grade 12

Lourdes Academy, Oshkosh
2nd: Wisconsin Seasons by Margaret Lindstrom, Grade 11

Lena High School, Lena
3rd: Wisconsin by Emily Glass, Grade 9

Kickapoo Area High School, Viola
Honorable Mention:
Seasons and Nature by Katy Shallow, Grade 9

Lena High School, Lena
Wisconsin:  by Wyatt Jones, Grade 11

Kickapoo High School, Viola
The River of Life  by Candis Cook, Grade 9

Lena High School, Lena
Wisconsin Poem by Amanda Trevola, Grade 9

Dodgeland High School, Juneau
Wisconsin’s Daily Hero  by Katy Mullen, Grade 10

Sun Prairie High School, Sun Prairie
Junior High Division

1st: Rustic Roads of Wisconsin by Carissa Mulder, Grade 7
Calvary Baptist School, Menomonee Falls

2nd: Unity by Rob Woelfl, Grade 8
Thomas Jefferson Middle School, Port Washington

3rd: Wisconsin--a Natural Beauty by Allison Badger, Grade 8
Calvary Baptist School, Menomonee Falls

Honorable Mention:
Wisconsin by Christopher Ebel, Grade 7

Brown Deer Middle School, Brown Deer
A Wisconsinite’s Patchwork Quilt by Mary Kleinschmidt, Gr. 8

Tomahawk Middle School, Tomahawk
Hand in Hand by Megan Flood, Grade 8

Mt. Horeb Middle School, Mt. Horeb
Silent White; Sunny Inside by Casey Gutkowski, Grade 7

Brown Deer Middle School, Brown Deer
The Symphony by Stephanie Butler, Grade 7

Brown Deer Middle School, Brown Deer

In America, it’s not how much an item costs, it’s how much you save.
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Nimrod International Journal invites submissions for
Spring, 1998, A Range of Light: The Americas. Interpret
them imaginatively, re-visioning the land, light, and
people of the Americas in poetry, prose, and visual art of
distinction. Translations with accompanying language of
origin or original works in English are invited. Deadline:
November 10, 1997. Submit to: Nimrod: “A Range
of Light”

University of Tulsa
600 S. College
Tulsa, OK 74104-3189
Ph: 918-631-3080  Fax: 918-631-3033

NFSPS Anthology Contests Announced...Joe Shaffer,
NFSPS Prize Poem Anthology Editor, has announced two
contests concerning that publication.

The contest for cover art or photograph will be held
every two years beginning this year. The entry fee will be
$5.00 per submission, with no limit. Submissions must be
8½x11, with no identifying info on either side, including
artists signature. Include a separate sheet with contestant
info. Since entries will not be returned, XEROX (color or
not) copies will be acceptable. Winner will provide original
work in case of art, and photo and negative in case of
photograph. The winner will receive one-third of entry
fee proceeds. Contestants must be members of NFSPS, or
be sponsored by a member. Include a letter indicating
sponsorship and the name of your state society. Computer
generated art is not acceptable.

The contest for a title for the Anthology, to be used
beginning with the 1997 issue, is a one-time contest. The
entry fee will be a donation to NFSPS in an amount you
can afford, but not less than $2.00. Each entry must be
mailed in a separate envelope, with the title and contestant
info on separate sheets of paper. The winner will receive
$100.00

Both the cover art and the title will become the property
of NFSPS. The winners in both contests will be given
acknowledgement in the Anthology. In the case of the
title, for as long as it is used.

Entries in both contests will be accepted through
December 31, 1997. Entries received after that date will
be ineligible, regardless of postmark. Winners will be
notified no later than April 1, 1998. Make checks payable
to: NFSPS, and mail with entries to Joe Shaffer, 409 Ford,
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87123-3117.

Writing Opportunities, Etc.

A Tribute to Angela Peckenpaugh
Angela Peckenpaugh, a poet, UW-Whitewater associate

professor, and fellow member of the Wisconsin Fellowship of
Poets died July 23rd at the age of 55.

Ms. Peckenpaugh spent a good portion of her life devoted to
poetry, publishing eight books and traveling the country
reading her poems. At the invitation of Gwendolyn Brooks,

she read her poetry at the Library of Congress. She had the
opportunities to be published in many magazines, including
Virginia Quarterly Review, Northwest Review, and Southern
Poetry Review and more, along with contributing reviews to
Wisconsin Academy Review, Cream City Review, and others.
At the time of her death, Ms. Peckenpaugh was poetry editor
of Affilia, and was in the midst of working on two manuscripts.

Below is a sample of Angela’s poetry which was published
in the Wisconsin Academy 127th Annual Conference:

Tuesdays with Ella May
On Tuesdays Ella May used to come
do the ironing at our house in Charleston.
She’d set up the board
in the breakfast room
where there was a long table
with seven chairs and a phonograph.
She was a big brown woman
with arms like hams
that jiggled when she pushed
the wrinkles out
of my brothers’ button down shirts
and chino pants.

My mother in bed most of the day,
I’d slip into the breakfast room unnoticed
to listen to the conversation
Ella May and Helen, our regular maid,
would hold. They had my mother’s
permission to play her jazz records,
so Louie Armstrong
or Jonah Jones would set the mood.
I felt privileged to be surrounded
by their deep laughter
as I watched the circles
of sweet sweat grow
below Ella’s armpits,
the row of shirts on hangers
the timepiece ’til when she’d go.

For years on buses
in strange cities
I’d head for the back
to sit near the full bosoms
of maternal black women
calmed by their Uhm Hms
as someone’s choices were described.

We moved from those West Virginia mountains
to a new suburb in Maryland,
but once Helen came to ease
my mother from one of her worst
depressive episodes.

Aretha, Ella Fitzgerald,
Koko Taylor with their belted soul,
substantial girth
still give me deliverance.

One way to stop a runaway horse is to bet on him.


