
Sometimes I think I’ll never understand poetry. I mean, what is it really?
When you look at the production of verse over the millennia of human
civilization, what makes one piece survive and another not? Why do you
and I keep reading and writing it? What are we hoping to achieve?

Okay, the reading part is relatively easy to answer: We do it because we
enjoy it. Something in a poem touches us, tickles us, amuses or inspires
us.

The rest of those questions aren’t so easy. So we continue to study and
discuss poems, seeking to better understand what makes them tick. It’s
why we workshop our own pieces in critique groups, weighing other
poets’ reactions, and polishing our writing before making it public. It’s
why so many “pros” say they let a poem rest, sometimes for years, before
publishing.

In my own wanderings after poetry, I read a lot of anthologies, always
paying close attention to each anthologist’s rationale for what’s included.
Recently, I bought a Kindle copy of The Giant Book of Poetry, largely due
to editor William Roetzheim’s four criteria for evaluating a poem’s worth.
To quote from his “Level Four Poetry Manifesto,” the poem . . .

1. “should communicate clearly to the reader on the denotative level.”
2. “should communicate subtly to the reader at the connotative level,

creating a desired mood.”
3. “may offer a separate, ‘hidden’ message to the reader through the

use of metaphor or similar techniques.”
4. “uses a symbol to offer a separate, ‘hidden’ message to the reader.”

Roetzheim shares Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken” as an example.
On a basic level, the poem is a story about reaching a fork in a path
through the woods. We all know what that looks like. Next, it conveys a
somewhat somber, wistful mood in its language and structure. Of course,
we also recognize that the path and fork are metaphors for our choices in
life. Yet something lies even above this, in that our minds are invited to
travel briefly that other path toward “what if?”

Interestingly, the anthology also includes a notoriously “difficult” poem,
Wallace Steven’s “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird.” Using
Roetzheim’s approach, I can see a denotative image in each stanza, feel a
mood of still wonderment throughout, sense a message of nature’s
prominence, and feel a Zen-like hint of something transcendent overall. It
fits the four criteria.

Part of the reason I like this template is that, like a Shakespeare play, it
addresses the common person first, then aims for the sky. In doing so, it
helps me, an old blue-collar boy, to grope for understanding. I hope you
find it useful as well.

Les
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Spring 2012

Welcome to the new members
of the Wisconsin Fellowship of
Poets that have joined since the
Winter Museletter issue:

R.L Bailey Hartland
Katherine Brozyna Madison
Judy Gitar Duluth, MN
Morgan Harlow Barneveld
Nancy Harrison Durdin Glenbeulah
Juliet Harris St. Francis
Shannon Iliadis Amherst
Matthew Lepak Stevens Point
Marlyne Seymour Elkhorn
John Sierpinski Franklin
Gene Steinich Cambria

New member inquiries should
be directed to Gillian Nevers,
the membership chair. Her
contact information is listed in
the masthead.

Welcome to all!

For happiness one needs security, but joy can spring like a flower even from the cliffs of despair. —Anne Morrow Lindbergh

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

President’s Message
Editor: Christine Falk

Four Ways of Looking at a Blackbird

Remember to contact the Museletter
editor if you move or change your

email address:
thefalks@frontiernet.net or

falk.chris@gmail.com

Keep your info up to date
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East Region

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

From seeds of his body blossomed the flower that liberated a people and touched the soul of a nation. —Jesse Jackson

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Carolyn Vargo, East Regional Co-VP
6147 West Stack Circle
Milwaukee, WI 53219
vargocj@execpc.com

or
Janet Leahy, East Regional Co-VP

13480 W. Fountain Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151

leahyja@earthlink.net

Cristina M. R. Norcross (of
Oconomowoc) had a poem published in
the November 2011 issue of Verse
Wisconsin Online as well as the
November issue of Four and Twenty.
On February 11th, Cristina was one of
several featured poets (including
Kimberly Blanchette, Khristian Kay,
Liz Rhodebeck, and Ed Werstein) at a
poetry reading for the Delafield Arts
Center event, “Fall in Love with the
Arts.”  Cristina’s poem, “For Those Who
Endure Midwest Winters”, was chosen
by the Q Gallery for the Verse & Vision
2012 project and anthology to be
published in May. Cristina will be
teaching poetry writing workshops for
elementary, middle school and high
school age students, March-May at the
Delafield Arts Center.  For more
information, please visit the DAC
website: www.delafieldartscenter.org
Tel: (262) 303-4865.

Shortly before Christmas, Sr.
Irene Zimmerman collaborated
with a pianist in a presentation of
poems and musical compositions
honoring Mary, given at a retirement
home for sisters. She also read several
Christmas poems at a different
retirement center. Her poem
“Awakening” won Honorable
Mention in a contest sponsored by
the Illinois State Poetry Society.

A new anthology entitled,
Villanelles, is coming out in March
from Random House’s Everyman’s
Library. Marilyn Taylor’s poetry is
included in the book.

John Campbell has a humorous

short story called “Old Friendships
and Lovers” in the fiction section of
Fairfield University’s (Fairfield, CT)
website www.masonsroad.com.
Plainsongs has accepted one of his
crazier poems for their April issue.
The poem is entitled “She Keeps on
Coming.”

Lisa Vihos, Sheboygan, has a
poem appearing in the anthology
Villanelles published by Random
House Everyman’s Library. She also
will have a chapbook, The Accidental
Present, published this spring by
Finishing Line Press. For questions
about either publication, email Lisa
at spyderbyte@aol.com.

Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP
3931 S. County Road O

Maple, WI 54854

janchronister@yahoo.com

Hope McLeod, Jan Chronister and
Rob Ganson read poems at Stage North
in Washburn on February 3rd and 4th as
part of the “Around the Table” event
featuring poems about food.

Jan Chronister received word that
one of her poems was accepted by Gallery
Q in Stevens Point for the forthcoming
Verse and Vision 2012 project.

Peggy Trojan and Jan Chronister
attended a workshop presented by Duluth
Poet Laureate Sheila Packa on January
23rd.
submitted by

Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Peggy Trojan won a second place in
the 2011 Illinois State Poets Society
contest (Personal Growth category) for
her poem, “Lessons.”  Her poem, “Vigil,”
has been accepted for publication in Q
Gallery’s Verse and Vision 2012.

Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP
1308 16th Ave. E.

Menomonie, WI 54751

lindowleaf@gmail.com

Winter seems to swing between windy
cold and slush, but poetry is thriving in
the Chippewa Valley. January 12th, a
small but enthusiastic group of poets,

fiction writers and song writers
participated in the White Pine Solstice
Celebration at the Raw Deal in
Menomonie. Sandra Lindow was the
host. The next White Pine will be in
March and Yvette Flaten will be the
host.

Eau Claire Poet Laureate Bruce
Taylor has announced several new
reading series. On March 26th the
Chippewa Valley Word Works presents
“A Writers Celebration of Women’s
History Month” at 7 p.m. L.E. Phillips
Library, 400 Eau Claire St. Readers will
include Bergine Haakenson and Karen
Loeb. On April 9th Chippewa Valley
Words Work will present “POETS on
Poetry: A Celebration of National Poetry
Month.” It will begin at 7 p.m. at the L.E.
Phillips Library. Readers will be
announced.

Jeannie Roberts’ name was
inadvertently left out of the poets who
participated in the September 30th
Calendar Reading at Harmony Café in
Eau Claire.

David Blackey just published Odessa,
his first illustrated chapbook of  poems.
On December 15th, he had a book
opening at the Pearl Street Books, and
also read at the LaCrosse Public Library
in early January 2012.

Peg Lauber’s poem “Summer Love
Song” appears in this Museletter.

Elise Gregory has forthcoming
publications in the following journals:
Verse Wisconsin, Redactions, and Paper
Crow. Her chapbook, Domestic Spiral
is forthcoming from Finishing Line Press
this winter.

Erna Kelly’s poem “Kathleen” and
Jeannie Roberts’s poem, “Chameleon”,
were accepted for Verse Wisconsin’s
Spring 2012 themed poetry “Mask and
Monologue” issue.

Sandra Lindow’s poem, “Rain for
Rent” has been accepted by Verse
Wisconsin.  Lindow’s poem “Identity,”
appears in Star*Line; “The Theater for
Cloud Repair” was published in
December at Strange Horizons e-zine,
and “An Accounting” has been reprinted
in Science Poetry: an anthology. In
March, Lindow will be reading poetry at
the International Conference of the
Fantastic and the Arts in Orlando, Florida.

Northwest Region

West-Central Region
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Happiness held is the seed; Happiness shared is the flower. —John Harrigan

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP
324 Kedzie Street #30
Madison, WI 53704
jrob52162@aol.com

Phil Wissbeck was inadvertently left
off the list of poets who read at the
100,000 Poets for Change in Madison
last September 24th.

Gillian Nevers had a poem up on
Right Hand Pointing webzine on
December 7th.

Lori Lipsky had a poem up on A
Handful of Stones webzine on December
8th and another poem, “Personal Space”
up on The Camel Saloon webzine, also
on December 8th.

Yvonne Yahnke had a poem in Verse
Wisconsin and her artwork was recently
on display at the Manna Cafe in Madison.

Marilyn Annucci won a chapbook
contest sponsored by the Sunken Garden
Poetry Festival, judged by Tony
Hoagland. Her chapbook was called
Waiting Room.

Sarah Busse had a poem in Melusine.
Lisa Cihlar had a poem accepted by

The Stillwater Review.
Brent Christianson had a poem,

“Man Expectant” published in the
Autumn issue of Evening Street Review.

Russell Gardner has two narrative
poems scheduled to be published in the
Naugatuck River Review Winter 2012,
Issue 7. They are: “Richard Quinney
Tells of Aunt Marjorie” and “Chief
Buffalo Has Marble and Bronze Busts in
the U.S. Capitol.”

Richard Merelman recently
published poems in Stoneboat, Verse
Wisconsin, and Danse Macabre. His
poem “Me At 93 In Assisted Living”
was awarded “special recognition” in
the 2011 Helen Schaible International
Shakespearean/Petrarchan Sonnet
Contest, administered by Poet & Patrons
of Chicago. He has poems forthcoming
in Verse Wisconsin and Common
Ground.

Jeanie Tomasko read with Sharon
Auberle at the Village Booksmith in
Baraboo on December 9th.

Richard Swanson was the featured
reader at the Village Booksmith in
Baraboo on November 11th.

Fabu gave her final reading as
Madison Poet Laureate at the Overture
Center in Madison on December 2nd.

Robin Chapman and Jeanie
Tomasko read at Avol’s in Madison on
December 4th.

Kimberly Blanchette held a poetry
reading and book signing at Charming
B’s Coffeehouse in Milton, WI on
December 10th.
submitted by
James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP

Lou Roach has had poems either
published or accepted by Echoes, Verse
Wisconsin, Pegasus, the Portage Center
for the Arts 2012 calendar, and The Oak.

Martha Kaplan has a poem in the
current issue of Verse Wisconsin Online,
and has three poems in the 2011 edition
of Möbius, The Poetry Magazine.
“Haymarket Poems: Albert Parsons
Speaks” was awarded first prize in the
Dr. Zylpha Mapp Robinson International
Poetry Award, 2011. She read at the
Dungeon-Monroe-Neighborhood
solstice bonfire and, in the spirit of
bringing poetry to new venues, at the
Madtown O’s celebratory potluck on
January 21st.  She participated in the
Woodland Pattern Annual Benefit on
January 28th, and in the Winter Poets
Reading at Avol’s Bookstore on February
19th.

Palmer Haynes has published his first
chapbook. The title is Apprentice
Haymaker, Poems with Barns. Poems
relate to a number of topics; birds, trees,
the seasons and a few about a New York
City trip. The dedication recognizes
support from Lenore Coberly’s
manuscript group and Pat McCorkle,
poets, readers and listeners at Spring
Green’s “Mostly Mondays.” The book is
now available in the Prairie Bookshop,
Mt. Horeb.

Jim Pollock, Mid-Central Regional VP
1233 Ridge Road

Stevens Point, WI 54481
jimpollock@charter.net

Joan Wiese Johannes and Jeffrey
Johannes , co-editors of the 2012
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar talked about
the process of editing the calendar and
read from their works at McMillan

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

South-Central Region

Library in Wisconsin Rapids and at
Harmony Café in Appleton in December.
Calendar contributors from the region
who also read at the McMillan reading
were Jim Pollock and Lucy Rose Johns.
Contributors from the Fox River Valley
Region read at the Harmony House
reading.

Julie Eger has announced that the
Original Voice series at the Coloma Hotel
will now be meeting on the second
Wednesday of the month. Time (7:00
p.m.) and format will remain the same.
The Original Voice is a free event held at
the Coloma Hotel, 132 Main Street,
Coloma. The evening starts with a
featured guest writer followed by an
open mic. A cozy environment with
libations on sale make for a very pleasant
reading experience. Barb Cranford was
the guest poet on February 8th, reading
poetry from her new book, Far From
Here. Future guest poets are: March
14th, Ken Tennessen; April 11th, Sandy
Stark; May 9th, Kay Sanders; June
13th, Linda Aschbrenner; July 11th,
Jim Pollock; August 8th, Jeff Johannes;
and September 12th, Lincoln Hartford.

The Rome Writers in Nekoosa are
hosting a writing workshop with Mary
“Casey” Martin on Tuesday, April 17th
from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. For a fee of
$25 writers will explore words on a
page, resources for publishing their work,
and ideas relating to their specific genre.
Martin’s Home Brew Press publishes
works by Wisconsin writers. To register
for the workshop, contact Dainne Genz
at: (715) 451-1389, or email Casey at
casey@homebrewpress.com and put
April 17th in the subject area.

The poets whose poems were selected
for the 2012 Verse and Vision
collaboration with the artists of Gallery
Q, Stevens Point, have been announced.
Members of WFOP Mid-Central Region
who were selected are: Joan Johannes,
Jeff Johannes, Barbara Cranford,
Beverly Scott, Linda Aschbrenner,
Mary Lou Judy, Bruce Dethlefsen,
Lauren Shimulunas,  and Jim Pollock.
Fifty-four poets from Wisconsin were
chosen for the project, many of them
WFOP members from other regions. A
gathering of artists and poets with be
held at Gallery Q, 1108 Main Street,

Mid-Central Region
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I decided that if I could paint that flower in a huge scale, you could not ignore its beauty. —Georgia O’Keeffe

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

Stevens Point, as a part of the city’s annual Arts Walk event
on May 18th, 4:30 p.m. Poets will read their works, art will
be displayed, refreshments will be served.

The Central Wisconsin Edition of Scene Magazine will
feature Jeff Johannes in February and Joan Wiese Johannes
in March. The articles will appear in the “Books & Book
Arts” section which is written by WFOP member Mary
“Casey” Martin.
submitted by

Jim Pollock, Mid-Central Regional VP

Sarah Rose Thomas, Northeast Regional VP
970 School Place

Green Bay, WI 54303

psychopsychosarah@yahoo.com

Janet Taliaferro’s new novel, Virgin Hall, has been
released. A book reading and signing was held with Planned
Parenthood of Central Oklahoma at Full Circle Book Store
in Oklahoma City on January 19th and a book reading and
discussion was held at Women’s National Democratic Club
in Washington DC on January 24th.

Henry Timm and Nancy Rafal have embarked on a new
literary venture. The semi-annual periodical is called N.E.W.
Voices. The first issue, fall 2011, featured Barbara Larsen,
current Poet Laureate of Door County. The next issue will
have articles, stories, and poems about the future of technology
in addition to reviews of poetry books. Contact Nancy for
subscription and submission information. N.E.W. refers to
Northeast Wisconsin.

Nancy Rafal represented the northeast region at the
Woodland Pattern Poetry Marathon on January 28th in
Milwaukee.

Francha Barnard was the featured poet at the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Door County’s Dickinson Series
on March 7th.

Francha Barnard, Sharon Auberle, Ralph Murre, and
Nancy Rafal participated in First Friday readings in January
and February at Untitled Used and Rare Books in Sturgeon
Bay.

Beth Ellen Jack, Lake Forest, CA  has been invited to
read at a “Cowboy Poetry Festival” somewhere near San
Diego County (April).  She is also working with a talented
poet from the Oregon State Poetry Society.  They hope to
develop a writing project together; kind of like a poetic
dialogue or exchange.  Beth is reenrolled in college, studying
Spanish & hopes to participate in some ESL/tutoring
programs.  She wants to learn to write poetry in espanol too!

Northeast Region

This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY. Recent publication: Copyright 2011-12. For more
information, please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the author

or publisher.

Title Publication Author

Ashes and Sparks Chapbook Jim Pollock
To order contact Jim at:
jimpollock@charter.net
(715) 295-9979
$8.00

The Eelgrass Meadow Book Robin Chapman
To order contact Robin at:
205 N. Blackhawk Avenue
Madison, WI 53705
or contact publisher directly at:
tebotbach.org
$12.95

Inside and Out Poetry Richard Carter
To order contact publisher at:
Appleport Press
2408 N. 73rd Street
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 476-0705
ckcwondercat@gmail.com
$14.95 + $3.95 postage

The Insomniac’s House Chapbook Lisa J. Cihlar
To order contact publisher at:
Dancing Girl Press
http://dulcetshop.ecrater.com/p/
13370012/the-insomniacs-house-
lisa-cihlar
$7.00 (includes postage)

Lyra Poetry LaMoine MacLaughlin
To order contact LaMoine at:
250 85th Avenue
Clayton, WI 54004
(715) 948-2829
lammacl@amerytel.net
website: poetscornerwisconsin.com
$7.00 (includes postage)

Through the Cabin Door Essays Richard Carter
To order contact publisher at:
Appleport Press
2408 N. 73rd Street
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
(414) 476-0705
ckcwondercat@gmail.com
$16.95 + $3.95 postage

Unexpected Shiny Things Poetry Bruce Dethlefsen
To order contact publisher at:
Cowfeather Press
www.cowfeatherpress.org
$16.00 plus S&H

Virgin Hall Novel Janet Taliaferro
To order:
http://www.amazon.com/Janet-
Taliaferro/e/B00458XQLS
$15.00 + S&H (paperback)
$7.99 (Kindle edition)

Poetry
Publications

Out of State
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I want it said of me by those who knew me best, that I always plucked a thistle and planted a flower where I thought a flower would grow.  —Abraham Lincoln

Spring 2012 Poetry Pages
Theme & Guidelines

Craft a poem of 16 lines or less which includes
3 X’s, 3 Y’s and 3 Z’s (and no more... 3 of each onlY).
The letters can be anYwhere in the words, or the title.
Grab the dictionarY, and start writing. Zillions of
subjects allowed. From Zoo to Zumba and eXpectation
to eXcept to Xray. Snailmail ok if you have limited
computer access.

Send to jeancarsten@gmail.com or mail to Jeanie
Tomasko, 6725 Century Avenue, Middleton, WI 53562.

Poems must be submitted by Friday, May 4th, 2012
to be considered for this issue and your membership
status must be current (paid for 2012).

XYZ Poem
General Account:  submitted by Nancy Rafal, treasurer
Balance October 1, 2011 $39,258.44

Income: Dues $800.00
5 for 4 CD Interest 29.01
Literary Fund Interest 200.00
Fall ’11 conference registration 9,452.00
Donation 50.00
Adjustment 28.83
Total Income: $10,559.84

Expenses: Museletter+Printing/Mailing ($1,678.17)
VP-JC-2nd Sunday Event (81.45)
Department of Financial Institutions (10.00)
Literary Fund (700.00)
Student Contest (698.92)
Calendar Account (88.00)
Member Brochure (180.32)
Postage/supplies (104.66)
Fall ’11 Conference-Holiday Inn (11,316.49)
Fall ’11 Conference-Speakers (1,287.20)
Fall ’11 Conference-Supplies (291.67)
Fall ’11 Conference-Refunds (585.00)
Urban Spoken Word Poetry Col. (250.00)
JO-MUSE Contest (236.25)
Check Printing (13.75)
Total Expenses: ($17,521.88)

Total $32,296.40
Closing Statements Balance on December 31, 2011 $32,296.40

Uncashed checks ($15.43)
General Account Balance on December 31, 2011 $32,296.40*

*$25,000 of this is invested in three interest bearing CDs. One $5,000 CD (22 months)
for the General Account to help bridge the gap created by “5 for 4” and two $10,000
CDs (13 months) the interest from which goes to the Literary Fund for our contest prizes.

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Jackie Langetieg, Literary Fund Co-Chair
Balance October 1, 2011 $29.82

Income: Deposits-from general account $700.00
Total Income: $700.00

Expenses: Triad-Prizes ($490.00)
Triad-Expenses (38.02)
Total Expenses: ($528.02)

Total $201.80
Closing Statements Balance on December 31, 2011 $201.80
Literary Fund Balance on December 31, 2011 $201.80

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance October 1, 2011 $3,796.42

Income: Calendar Sales $3,638.42
Total Income: $3,638.42

Expenses: Postage/Supplies ($176.97)
Total Expenses: ($176.97)

Total $7,257.87
Closing Statements Balance on December 31, 2011 $7,257.87
Calendar Account Balance on December 31, 2011 $7,257.87

To coincide with our federal tax filing our fiscal year is April 1 to March 31.

October 1, 2011 through December 31, 2011
Fiscal Third Quarter Financial Report

General Fund $32,296.40
Literary Fund $201.80
Calendar Fund $7,257.87
Total $39,756.07

How about a car pool? If you need either one, send an
email to Chris Falk (thefalks@frontiernet.net), and she’ll add
it to the weekly email sent to WFOP members, starting March
19th. Think of it as a bulletin board!

Also, there’s a box to check on the registration form that
looks like this:

“Would you like to share your room if there’s another
member willing to share the cost? Yes___ No___”

We added this because we sometimes get a last-minute
newcomer who might need a room.

If you check “yes”, there’s a chance you might be asked if
you’d be willing to welcome a roommate on short notice.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Spring
Conference!

Mike Kriesel and Erik Richardson
Conference Coordinators

Connect with Conference
Roommates / Car Pools!

Friday,
May 4th
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Love is the answer, and you know that for sure; Love is a flower, you've got to let it grow.  —John Lennon

MarketsMarketsMarketsMarketsMarkets

Looking at Markets
In the last two columns, members shared their thoughts about self-publishing versus working with a publisher

and the practice of many poetry editors of publishing only previously unpublished work. Since then, I have come
across two related articles about publishing that I think members would be interested in. You can read more about
these articles in this column’s “Forum” section.

As always, I would like to know where you are publishing (print and/or online) and what your experience has
been with a publication. For the summer issue, I’m especially interested in hearing about where you have
published in Wisconsin. Has your work appeared in Verse Wisconsin (online, print, or both), or Stoneboat, or The
Cream City Review? Tell me about other Wisconsin publications where your work has appeared—places our
members might send their best work. While you’re at it, mention other forms of getting your work “out there”—
Stevens Point’s Q Artists’ Gallery Cooperative’s collaborative exhibition between visual artists and poets comes
to mind. The WFOP offers many opportunities for publication in the Museletter and the Calendar, so include
them, as well. Send me an email (nevers@wisc.edu) and write a few lines about where your work has appeared,
why you submitted there, and what your experience was like.

Where Our Members are Publishing and New Markets
Michael Kriesel writes that he recently had an experimental poem accepted by Prime Number Magazine: A

Journal of Distinctive Poetry and Prose (www.primenumbermagazine.com).  Prime Number Magazine is an
online quarterly with an annual print edition. It’s published by Press 53, a small press located in Winston-Salem,
NC. Each issue is based on a number. The editors look “for stories and essays up to 4,000 words (including flash
under 1,000 words), poems, book reviews, craft essays, short drama, ideas for interviews, and cover art that
reflects the number of a particular issue.” Prime Number is published by Press 53, a small press with the aim of
“helping to keep literature alive.” While I was researching the magazine, I learned that Wendy Vardaman has also
published there.

Michael’s poem “Dr. Cyclops Revenge” appeared in The Pedestal Magazine, a fine online journal celebrating
its eleventh year (www.thepedestalmagazine.com). The Pedestal Magazine is “open to a wide variety of poetry,
ranging from the highly experimental to the traditionally formal”—they will feature speculative poetry in each
June issue. Simultaneous submissions are okay, but previously published poems are not. The last time I checked,
The Pedestal Magazine paid $40 for a poem.

Jeannie Bergmann is now editing Star*Line, the journal of the Science Fiction Poetry Association  (SFPA)
(http://www.sfpoetry.com/starline.html),  a venue for science-fiction, fantasy, and horror speculative poets and
poetry enthusiasts. Star*Line features “interviews, articles, reviews, member news and letters, association
business, and poetry–by members and nonmembers.” Although, Star*Line accepts speculative poetry only, it
welcomes poems from non-SFPA members. It also pays! Please check the webpage for guidelines before
submitting. Good advice for all submissions.

WFOP member, Mary “Casey” Martin, sent the following information on Fjords Review, a new publication.
I checked it out, and think you should, too. Fjords arts and literary review is based out of Virginia and publishes
twice a year. Emphasis is on visual arts and writing (including poetry, articles and reviews). All submissions
should include a brief one-paragraph letter and contact information. Response to all submissions is within three
months of the issue deadline. Editor John Gosslee says, “We look forward to seeing new work.” Check out the
site at: www.fjordsreview.com. To submit your poems: Please submit 3-6 original poems on separate pages.
Fjords occasionally reprints work, but asks that you note if the work has been previously published. Send
submissions to s@fjordsreview.com. Payment: Contributors receive one copy of the issue in which their work
appears and consideration for nomination to the Pushcart Prize and Best New Poets Anthologies, PEN/O’Henry
Prize and Best American Short Stories.

Gillian Nevers  • 2022 Jefferson Street • Madison, WI 53711-2116 • nevers@wisc.edu

Markets continues on page 13
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What She Craved

Poems by Our Membership     / Jeanie Tomasko, Editor

Landscape of Dreams

It’s a still life she leads,
bringing blue sky indoors
brush by brush to canvas,
to the tiny Edens she creates—
In Repose, With Palette—
how many of her paintings
has she inhabited over the years
in self-portrait, perhaps a hundred now,
as a visitor to perfect worlds,
of pastures pastoral, of spindrift seas,
of kitchen hearth and silken sheets;
yet she gazes past your eyes
to the emptiness of love never come,
craving an embrace from a lover
beyond touch, beyond the frame,
beckoning always her unspoken desire;
and so she paints, her passion exiled
from all but her heart, and her hopes,
rendered in tender strokes, her children,
the landscape of dreams.

—Jack Robertson, Madison

Body to Bowl to Body Whole Again

In its SOS the slight tickle on the second
left toe pad forces a dispatch up my spine.
It pauses only fetching more serotonin
from the GI tract, sips it from the blood’s
platelets and finally my plea coats the brain
dumb. The body supples into a bowl
waiting for its filling. Vanilla plain? Or
chocolate Tracks, plus caramel and crunch
within Tortoise? Or cherried Garcia?
Choose one knowing, de-iced, any cream
pets tongue and throat, how the cream
in its sweetness strengthens bone, muscle,
and mood, takes control of that toe a while?

—Mardi Fries, Hatfield

Homage

my seven year old sister
from a Fort Wayne Orphanage
awakened my passion for an exotic luxury—
thin-sliced, deep-fried spuds

on picnics
potato chips teased taste buds
so my summer sister and I munched handfuls
of that addicting delicacy

we smashed chips
between two slices of white bread
split it and giggled and gobbled
this tongue tingling treat

we tip-toed downstairs
sidled into the kitchen
climbed a chair and snatched the bag of leftovers
to crunch the morsels under the covers
on those salty summer days

—Anne Lehman, Whitefish Bay

I Gotta Get Out of This Place

Sometimes a whiff of diesel will do.
Another time, hot sun and tortillas
or a rustle of leaves in an autumn rain,
and I’m in Paris, Mexico or a plane on its way.

When I am here, I want to be there.
I long for a blast of the foreign
to rearrange my senses:

the bells of Tibet,
 the saffron of India,
or vendors crying,
“I make you a good price!”

Month after month at home
my deprivation simmers
then at once coalesces:

a destination
an itinerary
an airline ticket.

For the moment I am content,
but then the scent of Irish rose
and desire wells up like a prickly wound.

—Mary Rowin, Middleton
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The Sound of Old Coins

I need to let go –
let go of old coins that jingle and clatter –
a rusted, tinny tune.

I crave quiet moments –
floorboards creaking in the blue-black night
and a chorus of pond frogs expanding and contracting.
Wave upon wave of rhythm –
these are the sounds insisting that I listen.

The yearning and restlessness of blowing leaves,
the car that keeps driving,
the sought after sense of belonging –
this – and what is to come –
tenderly sits on my windowsill and waits.

These are my stories –
the smooth white stones in my palm.
I carry them with me in bundles wherever I go.
It is in the shock of brightness
and in the absence of sound,
that I hear my life calling.

—Cristina M. R. Norcross, Oconomowoc

Home Accents

The sales flyer offers a discount on ambiance
Thirty-percent off of all scented candles
Gardenia, Hydrangea, Hibiscus
Coconut, Cotton Fields, Canyon Sunset
Vanilla-Rum-Brulee
The names promise to re-create any memory one may have
I want a candle
that smells like stewing onions
Hungarian paprika
Jersey tomatoes
chopped garlic and whatever
small meat was cheap at the local butcher
Mix in old carpet, worn short by muddy shoes
whiff of a Lucky and a splash of Blatz
I want a candle that smells like the apartment halls at 71st and Beecher
or the lobby at Beloit Road and Arthur Avenue
One that smells like home

—Virginia Scholtz, Brookfield

Crave

I try to distract myself
with chocolate and wine
something divine
smooth and sensuous
but I am obsessed
with a desire
so I give my body to be caressed
and yet I’m still stressed
and under this duress
I have such an incredible yen
for something so unspeakable
it requires confession
penance involving sackcloth and ashes
something like candy in Lent
yet my hunger is not nearly spent
because my incredible bent
desire is
for rich creamy coconut pie
just once more before I die.

—T.A. Cullen, Madison

Reading a book about what constitutes history

I shift strategies and look for answers in
Papaya pulp’s orange-gold, in the moist
Mealy crumbs of cornbread’s center.
The kettle pours steam into the room.
I pour its water into my cup to tease out
The tincture of orange-mango tea and
Coax honey from the jar to meet it.
Last week a bouquet boasted one large
Orange flower amidst small white blooms.
Today a Valencia’s bright half globe shines
Against black seeds on my neighbor’s feeder.
I crave color—hot and bold.
Orange, a color abandoned years ago
Along with platform shoes and thigh-high
Skirts, is once again my mantra, a mantra
To murmur against this year’s dark, dank spring,
A spring so tightly furled against the cold
It may just hug itself into oblivion.

—Erna Kelly, Eau Claire
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I Want This—Even Now

How I wanted a yellow slicker
with a helmet hat, glossy and tough,
making the rain dance off the arms
and heads of everyone who had one.

Instead, I had a blue and red plaid
rain cape, way too long and wide for
me, with a hood that would not stay
aloft no matter what I did—the bow
beneath my chin a slippery noodle
that unfurled itself before I took two steps.

How I wanted a yellow slicker. I admired
everything about it—the thick rubbery
material, the two-piece buckles that
snapped in place, and most of all, that
helmet hat with a bill over the eyebrows.
With that yellow, yellow coat I could
climb through rain, face typhoons.
Everything about it spoke my name.

—Karen Loeb, Eau Claire

The Last Shot

This is the last one, I promise
myself in this Viennese Café
with its carved mahogany, the waiter

in black and white service clothes,
a towel tucked into the back of his pants.
As my palms sweat, my pulse quickens,

noises thin to the sound of steamy
espresso machines, the waiter waits.
I've had three already—two taken standing—

so rich, so sweet, piled high with whipped cream
coating my tongue, dribbling down my hand.
Then there’s the one that got away

at the Swiss hotel, the one I resisted
and regretted
and never forgot.

This one will be my last shot.
I promise myself.
I promise.

—Nancy Jesse, Madison

Sex
Salt

Sugar
Sea-foam

Sleep
Star
Sin

—Gillian Nevers, Madison

The Mating Of Cabbage and Turnip

When rutabaga rumbles and roars into town
her round, solid, fleshy body
full of promise and appetite appeasement

beckons my taste buds
to take another “root bag” crusade
searching for sensuous satisfaction
and mashed culinary comforts.

A quest worth the journey
rutabaga—sunshine in the mouth!

—Susan Anderson, Baraboo

Primitive

I want to smell deeply
your warm skin of August rain,
new mud, morning grass,
of rocks baking in the afternoon heat

No showered clean scent
No factory made formula

I want to take your hair beneath my nose
after a day in the sun
on the beach
tangled up and salted
by the ocean's waves

Take me in the embrace of your scent
fill me with the smells I crave:
sweat, spice, tree bark,
stones in a riverbed,
a waterfall splashing down upon ferns

—Katherine Brozyna, Madison

Yearning

There is a certain light she misses
funneled down narrow cobbled streets,
fenced by intricate wrought iron rails,
reflected golden from sandstone facades.

She misses that blanket of creamy haze
that wrapped her mornings and late afternoons,
that buttered its warmth into her eyes
on Paris streets and alleyways.

—Francha Barnard, Baileys Harbor
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What She Craved

A nipple, a blanket, a Zwieback, a smile
A jump rope, a girlfriend, a gold star and chocolate
A piercing, a boyfriend, a French kiss of chocolate
A diamond, a shower, a wedding, and chocolate
A house, a baby, some sleep, bring on more chocolate
A carpool, a maid, a nanny, more chocolate
A grandchild, a vacation, a girlfriend, good chocolate
A diamond, her girlfriends, a good book, best chocolate
And chocolate, and chocolate, and chocolate, and chocolate . . .
And a glass of deep red wine
Amen

—Susan F. Kirch-Thibado, Menomonie

Wanted

That thing you wanted
Or I wanted you     to want
That thing I gave

Was a little like the flower
I picked from the neighbors’
To give my mother     and

That thing I wanted
Or you wanted me     to want
I want still

Steal it     if you have to

—Ralph Murre, Baileys Harbor

Danger Hides In My Closet–

A sweet-tasting, red
predator
behind shoes
and boots
It beckons
calls
I enter into the
darkness

pour a glass

sip and slip
through the door
in the back
wander the
narrow
rocky
serpentine path

to cliff’s edge

—Patricia Jameson, Madison

Wife in Winter

he talks when he drinks
and doesn’t listen—
someone noticed the other night—
orator atop his tower, words bright flowers,
we all bored and restive—insects only
love this nectar.

I thought of leaving
but I don’t wish it—he’s such fun when sober—
but wine, whisky, oh,
those newer lovers that hover

leaves and blossoms this year brown and gone
winter comes
I crave a new and green-leafed spring!
I wish our winter through—wintery vintner repast over—
and he on the ground not tower-bound
and my own—not the insects’—lover

—Russ Gardner, Madison

Sassafras

a thousand miles and
a lifetime of birthdays away

I crave the five leaf stem
leading downward
to fragrant heaven
root

shaking dirt off
then sucking and chewing
earthy essence
I shared taste
with underground worms

my breath
leaked into air
made sweet
by sassafras

—Mary Ann Hurtt, Elkhart Lake

Morning

The light peeks between the slats of the blinds
creating today’s first shadow upon our bed.

It’s early, my mind already ahead of the clock
poised to scream us awake at any minute.

And the room is filled with the aroma of coffee,
brewing in our small but cozy kitchen.

It stirs me to walk across the floor, cold with January’s breath
to drink its vitality I so need. And it’s just then,

when I am ready to slip out of bed I realize
that it’s you darling, lying next to me – I crave more.

—Gary Scott Gebert, Dorchester
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“It”

I reject it. I will not think of it.
I will not embrace it.
I will not listen to it.
I must turn away from it.

I tell myself to ignore it.
I don’t want to feel it.
I am afraid to be near it.
I want to forget it.

It comes to me anyway.
It caresses me in the darkness.
It comforts me in loneliness.
It reassures me when I am scared.

It calms my sensitivity.
It makes me feel safe.
It tells me I am worthwhile.
It is my contentment. I want it.

—George Wentz, Sturgeon Bay

Theme for Summer issue:
XYZ POEM

See page 5 for more specific
submission information.

Deadline: Friday, May 4th, 2012

What She Craved
(after Marge Piercy)

he never did get it, my dad
never knew what I craved—
not ice cream on our weekly visits
not that red bicycle
not even those Sunday pony rides
I’d have traded it all
to know if he was good
at math and if he believed
in heaven or horseradish
on meatloaf sandwiches
o I craved the music of him
singing those songs he loved
dancing me—my little shoes on his

hearing him say you got it, kid, someday
you’ll be a dancer just like me…

—Sharon Auberle, Sister Bay

Mince Pie

Years ago, between
Thanksgiving and Christmas
Fredrick & Nelson,
the Marshall Fields of Seattle,
served hot mince pie
with a dollop of hard sauce
in their elegant dining room.
Now, every year
as Christmas time approaches
my mouth starts watering,
my five senses go on overload,
craving hot mince pie with
a dollop of hard sauce
just starting to melt.

—Bob Kimberly, Bellevue, WA

When what you crave becomes who you are

His pen ran dry of ink
from squabbles of internal discovery
resulting in ghost letters scribbled
between the blue lines of his notebook
he looked down at the paper
self indulgent art
met with a stale NEED for
completion
word junky high off his masterpiece
filling the Id
tempting the Ego
neglecting the Super-Ego
opposing the empty page
ghost letters linger in volume
haunting desire
Id the catalyst
one last phrase
write it in blood
All poets are high on consumption

—Adam Binash, La Crosse

Can anyone explain

Running in the rain

A summer afternoon,

Vodka in your mood,

Imagining  release,

Nurturing an ease

Growing more intense?

—Peter Piaskoski, Shorewood
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Personality is to a man what perfume is to a flower. —Charles M. Schwab

HOUSING INFORMATION

Radisson Hotel Madison
517 Grand Canyon Drive
Madison, WI 53719
(608) 833-0100

Rate: $89.00

All registrations and inquiries contact:
Michael Kriesel
H16550 State Hwy 52
Aniwa, WI 54408-9618
(715) 370-4711
Mkriesel@wausauschools.org
Make check payable to WFOP and mail to Mike Kriesel.

Registration Fee:
$65.00 Members and family (includes lunch)
$90 Non-members (includes membership)
$42 Saturday only (includes lunch)
$67 Non-members (includes membership)

Due by April 20, 2012
One-Day (Saturday): $30.00

Jailbreak from Tradition

WFOP Spring Conference
April 27th & 28th, 2012

Madison, Wisconsin

SCHEDULE

Friday, April 27, 2012
4:00 p.m. Registration Opens
4:30-7:00 p.m. Book Fair
5:30-6:30 p.m. Board Meeting
7:00-? p.m. Open Mic Poetry
7:30-8:30 p.m. Apollo Poetry Performance (at Lussier

Community Education Center, 55 S.
Gammon Road, Madison) *

Saturday, April 28, 2012
7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast
8:00 a.m. Registration Opens
9:00 a.m. “Jailbreak”
9:05 a.m. Business Meeting
10:00 a.m. Break/Book Fair
10:15-11:00 a.m. Apollo Poetry
11:00-12:00 p.m. Roll Call Poems
12:00-12:45 p.m. Lunch
12:45-1:15 p.m. WFOP Awards
1:15-1:30 p.m. A reading by Fabu
1:30-2:15 p.m. Roll Call Poems
2:15-4:00 p.m. Survivor: Poetry Island

* A free shuttle bus will be available for those who want to
attend Apollo’s performance on Friday night. The shuttle is
scheduled to leave at 7:00 p.m.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS

From the North
Follow I-90 to the south side of Madison until you get to Highway
12/18 (The Beltline). Go west on Highway 12/18. Exit at Gammon
Road, turn right. At first light turn right (Odana Road). Follow to
Grand Canyon Drive. Turn right to Radisson.

From the East
Take I-94 to I-90. Follow I-90 to the south side of Madison until
you get to Highway 12/18 (The Beltline). Go west on Highway 12/
18. Exit at Gammon Road, turn right. At first light turn right
(Odana Road). Follow to Grand Canyon Drive. Turn right to
Radisson.

From the Southwest
Take Highway 151 to Highway 12/18 (The Beltline)
Head west. Exit at Gammon Road, turn right. At first light turn
right (Odana Road). Follow to Grand Canyon Drive. Turn right to
Radisson.

From the South
Follow I-90 to the south side of Madison. Exit at Highway 12/18
(The Beltline). Go west on Highway 12/18. Exit at Gammon Road,
turn right. At first light turn right (Odana Road). Follow to Grand
Canyon Drive. Turn right to Radisson.

Spring Conference Presenter Bios
Apollo Poetry

Apollo Poetry was born in Jerusalem, Israel on November
14th, 1983. He is a spoken word poet, hiphop artist,
filmmaker, and author who has chosen words as tools of
inspiration to bridge the gap between our cultural divisions
and unite us back into the realization that we are souls
having a human experience. In 2007, he became the first
spoken word artist to perform at the Billboard Awards.
Apollo’s major appearances include MTV’S True Life,
VIBE Magazine, Showtime at Apollo, along with
performances at Madison Square Garden & America West
Arena. He has spent the last few years of his life in Arizona
on a spiritual quest. He now calls the road his home. The
microphone his vehicle. Although Apollo had success with
poetry slams, he put the competitive mic down to get more
involved in the community, by performing at retirement
homes, homeless shelters, and other community based
projects. Apollo has worked with and spoken at events by
Invisible Children, Youth for Human Rights, the Department
of Peace, the Alzheimers Poetry Project, and many more

Conference Bios continues on page 16
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 Politeness is the flower of humanity.  —Joseph Joubert

Markets from page 6

Forum
“The Price of Submission: The Evolution of Reading Fees and Their Cost to the Community” by Laura

Maylene Walter, appeared in the November/December 2011 issue of Poets and Writers magazine. Walter
discusses the evolution of journals requesting a fee for online submissions. Many journals limit fees to $3.00,
saying that this amount covers expenses and roughly aligns “with what a writer would have to pay to print and
mail hardcopy manuscripts.” Several editors interviewed say that they implemented submission fees reluctantly,
but that budget and funding issues left them little choice. While there is disagreement among publishers and
writers about submission fees, there is general agreement that literary journals, online or print, struggle and that
there is a wide disparity between submissions and subscriptions. The author concludes with “Whether or not
writers wish to pay a submission fee, they can help support the literary magazine community by reading journals,
buying sample copies and subscriptions, and submitting only their best work to magazines they have researched
and read.” The article is available in print only. Hopefully, your local library has a copy of the magazine, if not,
perhaps you can borrow a copy from someone.

“How to Be a Published Writer,”  (The Paper, Louisville’s Good News, December 2, 2011) is available online
(http://www.thelouisvillepaper.com/2011/12/02/how-to-be-a-published-writer/). The author, Erin Keane, has
several down-to-earth suggestions on how to go about getting your work published, including suggestions from
editors on what they wish writers would do before submitting. Editors interviewed stressed that poets read a few
issues of a publication before submitting. Where have we heard that one before? Keane begins her essay by
defining terms as “they would relate to the career steps of an indie rock band.” The most important thing Keane
has to say, at least in my humble opinion is this: “You don’t have to get an MFA to become a published writer,
and let me be very clear on this point—you don’t have to publish a word of your work to be a writer. Writing is
an art and a craft. Publishing is an industry, and although you may feel as compelled to write as you are to
breathe, there is absolutely no rule that obligates you to share that writing with the public.” Wise words.

Resources
WFOP Museletter (printed and online version). The “What’s Happening in Your Region” section provides
information on where your fellow poets are publishing. It’s a good place to start your exploration of places where
your work might also fit.

Duotrope’s Digest (http://www.duotrope.com) is a searchable database of journals and anthologies that includes
links to publication websites, lists acceptance rates and response times, and allows writers to track their own
submissions in an online database. Updates available by free e-newsletter.

CRWROPPS-B — Creative Writers Opportunities List (http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/crwropps-b/). An online
group that posts calls for submissions and contest information for writers of poetry, fiction and creative
nonfiction. Join the group and you will receive email announcements of submission openings.

Science Fiction Poetry Association (http://www.sfpoetry.com/markets/html) maintains a listing of venues
specifically receptive toward Science Fiction poetry.

Poets and Writers Magazine is the nation’s largest nonprofit literary organization serving poets, fiction writers,
and creative nonfiction writers. A subscription to the print magazine may cost some money, but it’s well worth it.
Poets and Writers also has a website (http://www.pw.org) that includes a large database and information on
submission deadlines, etc.

Facebook  I know, I know, many of us think that social networking sites are for kids, but you would be amazed at
how many poets are on Facebook and how many of them let their friends know when one of their poems appears
in a publication. I’ve had a few poems accepted by journals I would not have known about if it had not been for a
“friend’s” post.

If you know of other resources that provide links to poetry publications and places to submit, please let me know
(nevers@wisc.edu).
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The Amen of nature is always a flower.  —Oliver Wendell Holmes

Name Phone

Address

Email

Would you like to share your room if there’s another member willing to share the cost? Yes No

Do you need table space to sell books? Yes No

Is this your 1st conference? Yes No

Would you be willing to donate books for a door prize? Yes No

Registration $65 Postmarked after April 20th $70
(includes lunch)

Non-members $90 Postmarked after April 20th $70
(includes membership)

Saturday only $42 Postmarked after April 20th $70
(includes lunch)

Non-members $67 Postmarked after April 20th $70
(includes membership)

# attending

Fri night room $89 # of beds

Sat night room $89 # of beds
(Handicap accessible rooms available on request)

Total $

Make checks payable to WFOP and mail to:
Michael Kriesel
H16550 State Hwy 52
Aniwa, WI 54408-9618

WFOP Spring Conference Registration—2012

WFOP Spring Conference
April 27th & 28th, 2012

Madison, Wisconsin

Questions / comments?
Contact Mike at (715) 370-4711
or Mkriesel@wausauschools.org
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The Japanese say, If the flower is to be beautiful, it must be cultivated. —Lester Cole

Out and About with the Wisconsin Poet Laureate
In 2011 I participated in seventy-nine poetry related events across Wisconsin....readings, workshops, panels,

speeches, and televison and radio interviews.
In 2012 I’ll continue to promote Wisconsin poetry and be involved with the commission to choose the next poet

laureate. I want to visit more public libraries. Please talk to your local librarian (I do love them so) and contact me
at poetdethlefsen@gmail.com to set up a reading and open mic.

Thanks to Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters for their continued sponsorship and to you and the
WFOP for your generous support.

Bruce Dethlefsen (2011-2012)

Membership Renewal Form
KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT. Dues for the 2012 year were due January 1, 2012. If your mailing label
doesn’t have (12) (P) (L) or years beyond ’12 after your name, please pay your dues immediately to keep your membership
current. Dues MUST be current to participate in the Triad contests, to be published in the Museletter poetry pages and to
maintain a personal poet page on the WFOP website.
Mail to: Nancy Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0340.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

Email address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

***5 for 4 Deal***
$100 paid now will give Active
members 5 years of member-
ship for the price of 4 (2012-
2016)! Save $25.00!

2012 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $3.00
2-3 books: $4.00
4-5 books: $5.00
6-10 books: $6.00
over 10: Call or email

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a
contributor, a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. There is no
limit to the number of calendars that members may purchase at the member rate of $9.00 each (retail price is $13.95). Past issues are available
for $5.00 or $3.00 each. Please use the following form to place your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar: 2012, PO Box 555, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202-0555 Phone: (920) 839-2191 Email: mfarmer1876@gmail.com  (Information
is for in-house use only and not to be sold, traded or given away.)

I would like books @ $9.00 each (2012 issues) $

I would like books @ $5.00 each (2011 issues) $

I would like books @ $3.00 each (2010 & older, specify year) $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone   (           )
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Conference Bios  from  page 12

Fabu
Fabu Phillis Carter (known professionally as Fabu) was

the third Madison Poet Laureate (2008-2011) and holds two
Masters in African Languages and Literature and Afro-
American Studies. During the last four years, she has put
poetry in unusual places and spaces. As Madison Poet
Laureate, she put poetry in Madison Magazine, The Capital
City Hues, The Madison Times, and on Madison Metro
Buses. She has her own poetry on the wall in the South
Madison branch library, inside the Park Villager Mall and
stamped into the sidewalk on Williamson street in front of
The Weary Traveler restaurant. She is a literary artist (poet

Survivor: Poetry Island
It’s wild! It’s fun! It’s survival of the fittest as four poets

race under pressure to create poems which are then judged
by a panel of their peers. The winner is crowned “King” or
“Queen” of Poetry Island! Prizes galore!

and storyteller) and educator. As a literary artist, she creates
and shares poetry reflecting her life spent in Memphis,
Tennessee, Nairobi, Kenya and Madison, Wisconsin. She is
also a monthly columnist for The Capital Times and The
Capital City Hues newspapers. She has three poetry
collections published: Poems, Dreams and Roses (Madison
Arts Commission, 2009), In Our Own Tongues (University
of Nairobi Press, 2011), and Journey to Wisconsin: African
American Life in Haiku (Parallel Press, 2011). Her poetry
often focuses on African Americans, women and children.
She is currently working on a new poetry manuscript about
jazz great Mary Lou Williams. Her website is
www.artistfabu.com.

Chinese dissident poet, Zhu Yufu,
was jailed for seven years on

February 10th over a poem sent
on Skype.

non-profits and education-based organizations. He hosted
his own show on the MTV network for two years, which in a
recent poll with over 600,000 votes received was listed as
the 4th all-time favorite show in MTV’s thirty years in
existence. In 2010, Apollo spent a year traveling the U.S.
reading his poetry in all 48 contiguous states. He has
produced a film, “The Lost Poem” of his travels which
recently won the Rebel4Ever Film Competition, beating out
twenty other finalists. Apollo will give a free public
performance on Friday, April 27th at the Lussier Community
Educational Center on S. Gammon Road beginning at 7:30
p.m.


