
You know the old adage from Edmund Burke: “Those who don’t
know history are destined to repeat it.” That’s as true of poetry as of
anything else. If all we ever read is the poets we love and the types
of verse we’re familiar with, then all we’ll write is poetry that
echoes those sources.

That doesn’t necessarily mean that what we write will be bad
poetry. It does mean, however, that it will be ephemeral, a product
only of its time. Like a soap bubble, it may be pretty in its moment,
but then it is gone and forgotten.

Any study of an art’s history reveals that the art proceeds through
stages, with each generation reacting to the previous one (and by
extension the ones before). Modern free verse was a reaction to the
overly restrained Victorian poets, who in turn were responding to
the Romantics, and perhaps the Transcendentalists, and so on back
through time. Of course, labels such as these are typically applied in
retrospect; each generation’s struggle to step out of the shadow of its
predecessor is a messy process, with multiple schools of thought
vying for supremacy.

This reveals another reason for studying the history of poetry.
Becoming knowledgeable of what has gone before makes us more
aware of the forces that inform our own writing. And that
knowledge can help to make our writing more insightful, more
effective, and more long-lasting. What poet doesn’t secretly hope for
immortality in her or his verse?

And what poet doesn’t want to best affect his or her readers?
Knowing where we have come from and where we are at the
moment can help us to sharpen our skills and heat our passions.
Then perhaps we can craft poems like stained-glass windows or
blown-glass vases rather than mere soap bubbles.
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Spring 2011

Welcome to the new members of
the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
that have joined since the Winter
Museletter issue:

Gerald Bertsch Sheboygan
John Gardner Milwaukee
Susan Gibson Greenfield
Kathie Giorgio Waukesha
Frances Henkel Wauwatosa
Tod Highsmith Madison
Anne Lehman Whitefish Bay
Lori Lipsky Waunakee
Jacqueline Martindale Sun Prairie
Robert Nordstrom Mukwonago
Georgia Ressmeyer Sheboygan
Heather Lee
  Schmidt Albing Wauwatosa
Raymond Walters Green Bay
Karen Wilson Egg Harbor

New member inquiries should be directed to
Gillian Nevers, the membership chair. Her
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

Spring has returned. The Earth is like a child that knows poems. —Rainer Maria Rilke

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

Friday,
May 6th

President’s Message

Editor: Christine Falk

Step Out of Your Bubble
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East Region

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

An optimist is the human personification of spring.—Susan J. Bissonette

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Carolyn Vargo, East Regional Co-VP
6147 West Stack Circle

Milwaukee, WI 53219-3054
vargocj@execpc.com

or
Janet Leahy, East Regional Co-VP

13480 W. Fountain Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151-3968

leahyja@earthlink.net

Kathleen M. Klein of West Allis
has a poem in the 2011 Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar.

The poetry of Charles P. Ries has
appeared or been accepted for
publication in these magazines:  Fox
Chase Review, Rusty Truck, PRESA,
xperi magazine, Verse Wisconsin,
Clark Street Review, Chiron Review,
and Your Daily Poem. His poetry
will appear in these anthologies:
Unlikely Stories of a Third Kind, The
Mom Egg 2010, Volume 2 of The
Great American Poetry Show, I-70
Review, Peninsula Pulse, Bat Shat,
Poetry Across The….., and Voices of
Israel 2010. He was interviewed by
J. Glenn Evans of Poets West for a
program that will be aired on KSER
90.7 in Seattle.  The Charles P. Ries
collection has been created in the
Raynor Archives at Marquette
University. This collection includes
all original publications, all writers’
copies of publications in which his
work appeared (approximately 150
publications), chronology of all
acceptance letters and all final hard
copy drafts contained in six ringed
binders. To see what is now in the
collection and as a finding aid for the
Charles P. Ries Collection please go
to: http://www.marquette.edu/
library/archives/Mss/CPR/CPR-
main.shtml.

Marilyn Taylor’s poem, “Home
Again Home Again” was featured

on Ted Kooser’s weekly column,
“American Life in Poetry” on
February 28th.

Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP
3931 S. County Road O

Maple, WI 54854

janchronister@yahoo.com

Rob Ganson had his poem “when”
published in the River Poets Journal.
He also read his story “Estuary-A
Love Story” as part of the multi-
media stage production of Love
Stories of the Bay at StageNorth in
Washburn on February 3rd-5th. The
book is a compilation of photos,
stories and poems about living by
Lake Superior that was conceived
and edited by Rosalyn Nelson. Other
WFOP members with pieces in Love
Stories of the Bay are Howard Paap
and Diana Randolph.

Naomi Cochran’s poem
“Shoveling Snow on the Other Side
of the Earthquake” will appear in
Dust&Fire 2011.

Ted Gephart has a piece in Love
Stories of the Bay. He is also involved
in the “Gitchii Gumii” Hour that airs
Thursday at 10:00 a.m. on WRZC
FM 92.3 from Red Cliff, Wisconsin,
as are Howard Paap and Rob
Ganson.

Peggy Trojan had “Saturday
Night” published in the January issue
of the Finnish American Reporter.
She won a first place in Wilda
Morris’s December challenge with
“Surrender”, and will have two
poems published in Dust&Fire 2011,
“Ironing Skill” and “Partnered.”
“Partnered” received the Susan Carol
Hauser Prize for Writing.

Jan Chronister will have two
poems travelling the state in the
“Versamatic” vending machine. Her
poem “Strike up the Band” will
appear in Dust&Fire 2011. Jan was
awarded a second place, two third
places, and one honorable mention
in the 2010 Minnesota League of

Poets annual contest.
The Second Sunday Poets will hold

their spring reading in Drummond
on April 10th at 2:00 p.m. at the
Drummond Public Library. Featured
readers will be Susan Niemela
Vollmer and Rosalyn Nelson. An
open reading will precede the
featured readers.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Diana Randolph, Drummond, had
two poems published in Tower
Poetry, a publication of Tower Poetry
Society of McMaster University in
Hamilton, Ontario. One of the poems
appears on their website:
www.towerpoetry.ca. Two Canadian
poets read Diana’s poems at the
publication’s reading held at Artword
in Hamilton. Diana had two essays
published in the November 2010 and
January 2011 issues of The Bottom
Line News and Views. She’ll be
teaching a class “Exploring Mandalas
– Drawing and Journaling” at the
School of the Arts in Rhinelander
July 24th-29th. For more information
please visit www.soawisconsin.org.
Diana’s classes/events page is now
updated on her own
website: www.dianarandolph.com.

Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP
1308 16th Ave. E.

Menomonie, WI 54751

lindowleaf@gmail.com

As I write this, snow banks are still
higher than my head, but at least the
temperature is above the subzero
range. January 10th,
Yvette Flaten and Sandra Lindow
read their poetry at the Cancun
Restaurant in Menomonie,
Wisconsin as part of the Winter
Solstice White Pine Celebration.

The Writers’ Group at the L.E.
Philips Memorial Library continues
to meet the first Thursday of each

West-Central Region

Northwest Region
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Can words describe the fragrance of the very breath of spring?—Neltje Blanchan

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

month.
Peg Lauber had a poem accepted

by the 2011 Poetry Grandmatica.
She also had a Gumball poem
accepted by the Poetry Jumps off the
Shelf Project. We are pleased that
she will soon be returning from
wintering in New Orleans and
expects to attend the April Writers’
Group meeting.

Jeannie Roberts’ poems,
“Birdbath” and “Geometrid” have
been accepted by Verse Wisconsin.

Sandra Lindow is expecting to
read her poetry at the International
Conference of Fantastic and the Arts
which will be meeting in Orlando,
Florida in March.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Sarah Rose Thomas, Northeast Regional VP
970 School Place

Green Bay, WI 54303
psychopsychosarah@yahoo.com

The WFOP regional roll call
reading is at the Neville on the 3rd
Wednesdays of each month.  Sign up
is at 6:00 and the reading starts at
6:30.

Three Door County events you
should be aware of and can participate
in are:
Sunday, March 13th, 3 p.m.,  readings
in Celebration of Frances May,  Door
County’s first named Poet Laureate
will be held at the Miller Art Center,
Sturgeon Bay.  Please let Nancy Rafal
know (mrsticket@gmail.com or
(920) 839-2191)) if you’d like to be
a participant and read a poem or two
of Frances’. If you knew Frances and
could tell us a story about her that
would be great, too.

On Wednesday, May 11th at  7
p.m., at the Unitarian Fellowship in
Ephraim, Cathy Cofell will be
reading from her chapbook, Lips.
She will be accompanied by Bruce
Dethefsen and Bill Orth. Open Mic

will follow.
Saturday, May 14th, a workshop

facilitated by Bruce Dethefsen,
Wisconsin Poet Laureate, will take
place in Baileys Harbor at South Nest
Retreat.  More details to come.  Contact
Nancy (mrsticket@gmail.com or (920)
839-2191)) if you’re interested in
participating.
submitted by

Sarah Rose Thomas, Northeast Regional VP

James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP
324 Kedzie Street #30
Madison, WI 53704
jrob52162@aol.com

Okay folks, I am feeling “de-Faced”
these days. No longer are you sending
me your news by regular e-mail, but
you Face me (or rather, I notice these
notices on Facebook). New horrors!
New horrors!

Robin Chapman had a poem
published in Calyx.

Cathryn Cofell had a poem
published at Qarrtsiluni.com.

Russell Gardner showed his “card
assemblages” at Mildred’s Sandwich
Shop in Madison during the month of
January.

Steve Fortney had a poem “Hymn
to My Hands” published in Norbert
Blei’s Poetry Dispatch on January 5th.

Kimberly Blanchette did a reading
and poetry workshop at Janesville
Craig High School on January 7th.

South Central region members who
read at the annual Woodland Pattern
Poetry Marathon in Milwaukee on
January 29th were James P. Roberts,
Sara Parrell, Robin Chapman,
Susan Elbe, Judith Zukerman, and
Richard Roe.

Andrea Potos, Katrin Talbot, Eve
Robillard and Marilyn Annucci
spoke of Love & Lust in Poetry &
Song at A Room Of One’s Own on
February 4th.

South Central region members who
participated in the Winter Festival of
Poetry at Avol’s Bookstore, hosted by

your humble human recorder, were
Ronnie Hess, Shoshauna Shy,
Russell Gardner, Nancy Jesse,
Fran Rall, Kathy Miner, Kimberly
Blanchette, Margaret Benbow,
Lenore Coberly, Gillian Nevers,
Judith Zukerman, Brenda Lempp,
Phil Wissbeck, Catherine Jagoe,
Sarah Busse, Peg Sherry, Greg
Markee, Evy Gildrie-Voyles,
Rusty Russell, Eve Robillard,
Richard Merelman, Richard Roe,
Sara Parrell, Susan Elbe, Gay
Davidson-Zielske,  Jeannie
Bergmann, Lynn Patrick Smith,
Fabu, Dave Scheler, Martha
Kaplan, Robin Chapman, Andrea
Potos, Sandy Stark, Gordon Glass,
Katrin Talbot, Steve Fortney,
Coral Bishop, Geoff Collins, Judy
Washbush, and Bill Scanlon.

Congratulations to Katrin Talbot
who had her poem “Sewing With
Chopin” published in the anthology
Chopin with Cherries nominated for
a Pushcart Prize!

Sarah Busse has a poem in the
latest issue of Shit Creek Review.  I s-
-- you not!  So does Marilyn Taylor,
so Sarah’s in good company, you
might say.

Andrea Potos celebrated the
release of her new chapbook,
Abundance to Share With the Birds,
on December 10th at A Room of
One’s Own. This event also
coincided with Emily Dickinson’s
birthday.

Sarah Busse, Andrea Potos, and
Miriam Hall read poetry at Avol’s
in Madison on January 9th

January 20th saw Ron Czerwien
reading with some other poets as
part of the Crosshatxh Poetry Series
at The Project Lodge in Madison.

James P. Roberts had a poem,
“Memory Units”, published in the
latest issue of Wisconsin People &
Ideas.

Gillian Nevers learned back in
November that Verse Wisconsin

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

Northeast Region

South-Central Region
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Every spring is the only spring.

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

nominated her poem, “Still Walking
the
Upper Peninsula”, for a Pushcart
Prize. Her poem, “The Gentleman’s
Farm”, appeared in the 2010 edition
of Pearl.
submitted by
James P. Roberts, South-Central Regional VP

Miriam Hall is teaching a class
entitled, “Way of Nature: Haiku and
Miksang Photography” at Olbrich
Gardens in Madison every Thursday
in June from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Contact
Olrich Gardens to register
www.olbrich.org. For more
information about Miriam, visit her
website at www.herspiral.com and
for more information about her
photography, go to www.flickr.com/
photos/herspiral.

Geoff Collins has had work
recently published in Blue Earth
Review and Reed Magazine. Also he
has poems selected to appear in
upcoming issues of Tiger’s Eye
Journal, Verse Wisconsin and
Amoskeag.

Martha Kaplan’s poem, “An
Immodest Proposal”, was selected
for an Editor-in-Chief’s Choice
Award by Möbius, The Poetry
Magazine, published in December
2010. She had poems published in
Verse Wisconsin On-Line, 102,104,
and VW, 103 in print.  She was
published in Hummingbird, Spring
2010, and this autumn’s issue of
Blue Unicorn.

Sarah Gilbert, Central-Fox Valley Reg’l VP
1908 N. Clark Street
Appleton, WI 54911
pses@sbcglobal.net

Georgia Ressmeyer and
Maryann Hurtt will be doing a
reading, “The Language of Nature”,
at Maywood Environmental Park on

So Many Things To Do!

Ten of Wisconsin’s best high school students will recite poems at the state
Poetry Out Loud contest on Saturday, March 12th at noon, in the Assembly
Chambers of the State Capitol Building. These students are winners of their
regional contests from across Wisconsin and will recite three poems of their
choosing. The winner will attend the national Poetry Out Loud contest in
Washington, DC in late April. The contest offers over $50,000 in scholarships.
The public is welcome to attend.

Jim Fleming, producer of Wisconsin Public Radio’s ‘To the Best of Our
Knowledge,’ will MC the program. The judging panel will include Jean Feraca,
poet and talk show host on Wisconsin Public Radio; Susan Sweeney, head of the
MFA Acting Program Department at Theatre and Drama Department of
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and John Lehman, poet and founder of
Rosebud, a national literary magazine. Each will also perform a favorite poem.

The program is sponsored by the Poetry Foundation, National Endowment for
the Arts, and Wisconsin Arts Board. For more information, call 608-266-0190 or
Jacki at 608-318-0551. Or access poetryoutloud.org for more on the national
program; artsboard.wisconsin.gov.

Poetry Out Loud Contest

The project One Vision: A Fusion of Art and Poetry in Lake Country,
sponsored by the Pewaukee Area Arts Council, will feature a sampling of
collaborative artwork and poetry at various Lake Country venues in winter 2011.
As an arts opportunity for the community, members of the public who missed
seeing the poetry reading and art exhibit, hosted by the Oconomowoc Arts Center
in October 2010, will be able to enjoy viewing the works of local artists and
writers at the following venues: Pewaukee Public Library (starting mid-January),
Kettle Moraine High School (starting mid-January), Delafield Public Library
(starting February) and Town Hall Library in North Lake (starting March). Artists
and poets collaborated to create ekphrastic work, which is a dialogue between two
mediums of creative art. The conversation continues with readers and viewers who
have the unique opportunity to enjoy this exhibit. For more information about One
Vision and other arts events, please visit the Pewaukee Area Arts Council website:
www.pewaukeearts.org.

One Vision, Art & Poetry Winter 2011 Exhibits

Haikufest To Inspire Poets to Publish
Beginning and advanced poets will learn to appreciate, write, and enhance their

haiku skills, from 1:00 to 5:30 p.m., Saturday, May 7 at the Evanston Public
Library, 1703 Orrington Ave., Evanston, IL. The event with lecture, discussion,
and exhibition of poetry and art, is free and open to the public. It is co-sponsored
by the Midwest Region of the Haiku Society of America and the Evanston Public
library. Pre-registration is required.

Haiku is short, meditative poetry that originated in Japan in the 1600s, and is
currently gaining popularity worldwide in many languages. It is often three lines,
has seventeen syllables or less, and captures the moment, with usually a reference
to nature or the seasons.

The first presentation, “Haiku: A Path Leading to Conservation Thought,” will
integrate a lecture on haiku style, form, and history with a discussion of the

Haikufest  continues on page 11

Central-Fox Valley Region

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 15
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If you take a flower in your hand and really look at it, it’s your world for the moment.—Georgia O’Keefe

2011 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendars Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $3.00
2-3 books: $4.00
4-5 books: $5.00
6-10 books: $6.50
over 10: Call or email

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a
contributor, a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. There is no
limit to the number of calendars that members may purchase at the wholesale rate of $9.00 each (retail price is $13.95). Past issues are
available for $5.00 each. Please use the following form to place your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar: 2011, PO Box 555, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202-0555 Phone: (920) 839-2191 Email: mfarmer1876@gmail.com  (Information
is for in-house use only and not to be sold, traded or given away.)

I would like books @ $9.00 each (2011 issues) $

I would like books @ $5.00 each (older issues, specify year) $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone   (           )

Poems By Our Membership Pages
Theme & Guidelines Summer ’11

The Summer Issue of the Museletter Poetry Pages invites
you to submit a NARRATIVE POEM—i.e. a poem that
tells a story. Here are the requirements:

1. The poem must include at least four proper nouns.
2. The poem must tell a little story, with a beginning, a

middle and an end. No meditations, manifestos, lists or
landscapes, please.

3. Think of your audience as being made up of WFOP
members. No children’s poems, no X-rated poems,
please.

4. The poem may be rhymed or unrhymed, metrical or free
verse.

5. Length: no more than 18 lines.

Submission Guidelines:
1. Submit no more than one poem per member, please.
2. Title of poem, name of poet and home town of poet

must appear on the submission itself.
3. Email submissions vastly preferred, either as Word

attachments or in the body of the e-mail. Send to:
mlt@uwm.edu

4. Snail-mail reluctantly accepted. Send to Marilyn
Taylor, 2825 E. Newport Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53211.
(Poems will be recycled.)

5. Deadline: 11:59 p.m. on Friday, May 6, 2011.

Membership status must be current to be considered
for publication on these pages.

Tell Us a Story (in 18 lines or less)!
This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP
MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright
20010-11.  For more information, please send a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author

Dreams of Movement Poetry Chapbook Miriam Hall
Publisher: Finishing Line Press
www.finishinglinepress.com
Author’s contact information:
herspiral@yahoo.com
(608) 217-2132
$12.00
Available in April 2011

Today I Threw My Poetry Chapbook Georgia Ressmeyer
Watch Away Publisher: Finishing Line Press

www.finishinglinepress.com
To order contact Georgia at:
gjressmeyer@sbcglobal.net

Poetry
Publications

Poet’s House Seeking Poetry
Publications

Poet’s House in New York City features an annual showcase
of all the poetry books, chapbooks, and journals published in
the United States. They depend upon donations of two copies
of each publication. Poets House has the largest open stack
collection of poetry publications in the U.S. and maintains an
on-line searchable directory of authors and publications. We
urge Wisconsin poets and publishers to include Wisconsin
works in this attempt to chronicle creativity. For information
and donation guidelines see: www.poetshouse.org.
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I will be the gladdest thing under the sun! I will touch a hundred flowers and not pick one.—Edna St. Vincent Millay

In Memory
Scott J. Brooks

Scott John Brooks, age 55, of Omro died Thursday,
January 20, 2011 at home.

Scott was born November 19, 1955 in Sheboygan. He
graduated from Kohler High School in 1975. He received a
bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh in 1979 and earned masters’ degrees from UW-
Green Bay (1983) and UW-Madison (1985).

Scott was a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor for the
State of Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development
in Oshkosh. For several years, Scott was named one of the
top job placement counselors
in the state.

Scott published a trilogy of
poetry books:  A Taste of
Pitch, Thunder Lake and
Tracings in Snow. His unique
style of writing was used in
the UW system to teach
students the art of describing
images in nature and moments
in time. Scott was also an
artist, concentrating on
beautiful landscapes. Scott
was nominated for the UW-
Oshkosh Distinguished
Alumni Award in 2010.

Scott was deeply loved by family and friends. He made
significant and positive impact on many people’s lives
through his work as a vocational counselor.

Scott is survived by his mother, Deloris (Klein) Brooks of
Sheboygan; a brother, Tim (Misty) Brooks of Austin, TX; a
sister, Kaye (Derek) Efsen of Gages Lake, IL; nieces Crystal
and Barbara Brooks of Austin, TX and Kellen Efsen of
Gages Lake, IL; and his dear friend Amy Mather of
Menasha. He was preceded in death by his father, Jack
Brooks.

Scott’s wishes were to be cremated. A private family
service will be held at a later date. Memorials may be made
to the charity of your choice.

In House
In House, a new column initiated by Michael Belongie,

continues to invite Fellowship members to post recent
changes of addresses, contact information for WFOP
members. Such postings allow our membership to remain in
contact with members who might be in the process of
relocating, recuperating, or reinventing one’s self after a
long residence in Wisconsin. Contact Michael Belongie:
poetpow@charter.net.

The editors of Verse Wisconsin would like to offer free
subscriptions to Verse Wisconsin to nursing homes,
retirement villages and elder care facilities housing WFOP
members past and present. If you know of any institutions
that would appreciate this or might be interested, please
contact Sarah Busse at sarah@versewisconsin.org.

Message from the Editors
Verse Wisconsin

Verse Wisconsin and Poetry Jumps Off the Shelf
announce the debut of the Verse-O-Matic poetry vending
machine, stocked full of candy and poems to celebrate
Poetry Month and the Jawbreaker Project. Join us for
readings this season: Avol’s Bookstore in Madison, Friday
April 1st at 7:00 p.m., Boswell Book Company in
Milwaukee, April 28th at 7:00 p.m., and Windhover Center
for the Arts, Fond du Lac, May 10th at 7:00 p.m.. More
information on the Events page of versewisconsin.org.

A reminder: Verse Wisconsin will read submissions
through May, then take a break until September. We look
forward to hearing from you!

Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street W

Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375

thefalks@frontiernet.net
falk.chris@gmail.com

How to reach the
Museletter Editor

Books for Sale in Poetry Publications section $5.00 per
listing (This price is not discounted to Members. Discount
is built into the one free listing per book, per year).

Sizes
Business Card .................... $25.00
Quarter Page ...................... $50.00
Half Page ......................... $100.00

Prices are for camera-ready advertisements. Specialty
designs or advertisement setups are available at a price to
be determined. Contact Museletter editor if interested in
purchasing advertisements.

Museletter Advertising Rates
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Sevens

Poems by Our Membership / / / / / Marilyn Taylor, Editor

Seven Old Men

First, my father, rigid and reliable
who held me on his shoulders;
a grandfather, dead before I knew him,
though his sculptor’s fingers
linger in my touch;
the white-haired boss who read
Kipling behind his ledger,
and the lecherous landlord
who tried to lure me to his etchings;
There was the rheumy-eyed gent
asking only to share a cup
across his now empty table,
the affable bachelor neighbor
wandering through retirement
picking up litter;
And lastly, the gallant youth
who once filled my heart with wonder—
now the sage suitor who still
whispers dreams beside me.

—Liz Rhodebeck, Pewaukee

The Magnificent Seven

It was their favorite movie
in the 60’s, starring Yul Brynner and Steve McQueen,
where hired gunmen save a Mexican village
from bandits, my boys still young enough to think
that good guys always win. Their father too
watched only cowboy movies,
no Kramer versus Kramer,
no dad and mom sniping at each other
or do-se-do-ing around the kitchen
locked in silence while scare-eyed kids
try patching wounds
and the happily-ever-after
drizzles down the drain. No, none of that.

Even when their cozy village
was besieged they never doubted
that seven heroes in white hats
would thunder in and save them.

—Alice D’Alessio, Middleton

Cool Cats

last night i dreamed
of seven cats
now i ask you
what was up with that?
they were young cats
cool cats
slim, not fat cats
one was pink
and one was green
one the meanest
you’ve ever seen
i tell you
these cats
were really brats
especially
the polka dotted one
and this is the end
of my dream
for I seem
to have run
out of rhyme
rats!

—Sharon Auberle, Sister Bay

Sequences of Seven

He was her seventh.
One twitchy finger
sealed his fate.
She agreed to meet him
at a rural diner seven miles
off the Interstate.
It was a fun date.
Clearly, she had something
on her mind.
He knew the math: one plus one . . .
but there had to be a third.
Still, when she finally
struck with the knife,
it all added up to zero.

—James P. Roberts, Madison

Seven Things That Beep

Blessed be
The things that beep
Throughout the day, my life to keep:
The fire alarm, with batt’ry low
The coffeemaker, brew aglow
The microwave, when dinner’s done
The timer, true, at ten to one
The bread machine, the friendly phone
Blood pressure gauge with tinkley tone.

Blessed be the things that beep
But now, desist. . . .
I need my sleep!

—Phyllis Beckman, Oshkosh

The response to the “seven of anything” challenge was enormous—so many “sevens”—so little space! I was forced to make
final selections not only on quality (many were splendid!), but also on whether “seven” seemed woven into the poem, or just
tacked on. If yours isn’t here, that could very well be the reason for it. Meanwhile, please enjoy these, and never forget: Six was
afraid of Seven, because Seven Eight Nine!
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The Sevens

cuddled on daddy’s lap
creamy skin and ivory soap scent
sun yellow smocked, sashed dress
at seven

bridesmaids, rustling in blue and yellow taffeta
sip champagne and iced daiquiris
lust after groom
at twenty-seven

diaper pail overflows
blue beer cans’ bitter stink grows in groom’s corner
she pulls at drab yellow hair in space too small for five kids
at thirty-seven

yellow sun streams on clapping spectators
she glides across the platform
waving freedom with her hard earned diploma
at forty-seven

—Kay Prosser, Baraboo

Porcupine in Still Life: a syllabic poem

Something bright along the path
as light as crescents of snow
beneath winter-bare birch trees,
white skull, white spine. . .porcupine.
Silver-tipped quills strewn about,
its dried twig-like paws withdrawn
against a moon curve of ribs
as if at the last it held
fast onto its fading life.

I’ve never seen a creature
of the arboreal night
so still and stark in daylight
on a bed of spongy moss.
Did it feel the draw of death,
faltering steps, shallow breath
and knew neither quills nor teeth
could fend off the raven’s beak?

I buried its small remains
and marked it with lichened stone.
Green shoots of maiden fern soon
will thrust through the springy earth,
richer by nature’s steeping
of sinew, muscle and bone.

—Ann Arntson, Monona

Seven Deadly Sins Come Calling

On Monday Anger pounds on my door
      in a blustering rage of ill-temper
On Tuesday Envy is in the mirror
      extolling the virtues of . . . the other woman
Wednesday Gluttony serves dessert
      cheesecake, chocolate eclairs, praline parfaits
Thursday Greed seizes the mail, the catalogues
      order everything he says, you’ll never have enough
Lust waltzes in on Friday, wraps me in his arms
      we dance till late into the night
On Saturday Pride arrives with a gift, a cape of arrogance
      you must wear it he demands
Sunday, a day of rest, Sloth slithers to the recliner
      he looks decadent, but brings a fine bottle of wine

—Janet Leahy, New Berlin

Comings and Goings

Seven geese came early,
then twenty-seven, and more,
to grace my imagination
with a vision of wildness.

Wings arched wide, flared
to slow their descent,
they settled onto the field
outside my window.

My solitude’s interrupted,
my meditation’s disturbed,
my attention’s refocused
from me to nature’s design.

Seven geese came early
and left later with fifteen
to keep their appointments
in the wilds of my mind.

—Gerald W. Bertsch, Sheboygan

Seven Crows and a Rainbow

Crow once had feathers of many colors until he flew
too close to the sun. Since that time his feathers
have been black.

—Native American legend

The thunderstorm catches
them by surprise
large drops pelt their backs

Six fly to the shelter
of the trees
to sit hunched on a branch

One dips an ebony wing
to swoop and frolic in the shower
and flies toward the nascent rainbow
inviting the ancient spectrum
to dance on his wings

—Karen Kerans, Milwaukee

Contretemps: January arrives

Unsolicited, seven days of spare, careless air
appear with unkempt sullen snow, fleeting flurries.
Dampness seeps into porous bones as circumspect
filmy frost lingers on bared, hapless trees;
small birds huddle, their song a memory.
Brittle thoughts become leaden, polite but pallid,
ashen proposals in grave gray suspenders, deferred.

—Judy Wucherer, Menomonee Falls
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Seven Dead Boyfriends

My sister calls to tell me that an old boyfriend of our friend, Janey, gave her his yellow
corvette. Can you believe that? she all but pants into the phone. Janey’s almost
seventy, and she doesn’t even drive. I mean, can you even think of one old boyfriend
who’d give you a gift like that? Not possible. All my old boyfriends are dead. I hang up,
take a mental gift inventory. Tommy called me his sweetie-pie before leukemia ended
his four-year old life. Billy broke my heart; a week spent crying into my pillow, listening
to late night tortuously romantic music on WGN, was great training for a future of
breakups. John: crabs. David, driving drunk on a country road, crashed his car, saved
me a wedding and years with an alcoholic. Robert turned me on to what was happening
in Vietnam; all that summer we lay on his bed in front of a fan blowing air through a
frozen towel—air conditioning in South East Asia, he said. Sweet Frances kissed me
goodbye and moved to San Francisco. Les lent me money, never asked why I needed it.

—Gillian Nevers, Madison

Seven Things I Don’t Want to Do

try to drink with the boys
get arrested for
drunken driving
buy another shag rug

have my taxes audited
be without electric power
run out of milk
bread and toilet paper

become senile

but at least
I wouldn’t know it

—Anita Beckstrom, Sister Bay

the Pleiades

wish I had seven
sisters to share my sorrow
show me how to shine

—Jeanie Tomasko, Middleton

Pizza Order

My phone number is almost the same
as the local pizza delivery place,
just one number off—
they have a 6 where I have a 7—
and tonight a drunk is trying to place
his order.
With me.
Lifting my head
from the armrest of my couch
I tell him the pizza place’s number.
He calls back to order. I tell him again.
He calls back a third time.
I take his order.
A la-arrrgg pepproni, he burps,
'n bread shticks.
There’s a pause. He asks,
How muchizzat gonna be?
I tell him I don’t know.
It don’ madder, he says,
and then, how long it’ll take?
I tell him at least an hour,
it’s a busy night.

—Ken Tennessen, Wautoma

Happy Birthday Old Girl

This is a reminder
a woman of seven groups of ten
and three ones
is a shriveled winter chicken
with gnarled kneecaps and loose chin straps
not a firmly rounded Cornish game hen
tiny and sweetly succulent.

—Susan Anderson, Baraboo

Seven Eyes

I arrived with seven eyes. When all
my eyes stare wide at once, I feel like I’m
falling downstairs while waterskiing.

Eye one sees only tiny diaphanous items—
baker’s sugar on sunlit cobwebs, rainbows
in raindrops. Eye two follows musical notes—
buoyant silver eighth notes flaring, then
fading away. My third eye reads thoughts
scrolling above heads, always a Times font,
size 24, double-spaced. I dislike my fourth eye.
With this, colors shimmer, shift, slide.
My fifth eye glimpses ghosts trying on
my Cuddl Duds, watering plants, nosing about.
Eye six shines on the future, but I don’t believe
half of that absurdity. My seventh eye tests 20/20
which means when I rely on this eye alone,
I miss just about everything.

—Linda Aschbrenner, Marshfield
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Theme for Summer issue:
Tell Us a Story (in 18 lines or less)

See page 5 for more specific
submission information.

Deadline: Friday, May 6, 2011

We Make Mistakes

By the time we’d consumed seven bottles of Frascati
and seven small dishes—marinated peppers and olives,
stuffed zucchini flowers, bacon-wrapped dates,
linguini and clams, wild boar tortellini, deep-fried
artichokes, tiramisu—we had to confess
we’d made mistakes: bloated, too lazy to move, far
from the hotel at the top of one of the seven hills,

the name of which we had now forgotten.
Was it Palatine or Capitoline? Quirinal or Viminal?
Surely not Esquiline or Caelian or Aventine—that’s
where plebeians used to live. Definitely lost,
we envied those with rental cars, even coveted
a bike. Silently cursing, we peered out the door
at the cobble-stone streets, darkly shadowed

full of echoing voices and maniacal drivers.
Our unwashed plates became the symbol,
in this most Catholic of cities, of our circle
in the Inferno, a just reward for pride, envy,
avarice and sloth—revealed  to us through
our gluttony. Wallowing in wrath, only lust
remained unfulfilled. But that would have to wait.

—Nancy Jesse, Madison

Seventh Heaven

A place
A state of mind
A goal
An end
A peek at perfection
Perfection at its peak
Just beyond the pale
Or veil
A step past sixth
Before eighth
A Place.

—Barb Schmeling, Rhinelander

Life in the Sevens Column

Two years ago
I reached seven decades
or three score and ten.

I have four times seven teeth left,
and about three times seven hairs
on my chin.

This aging isn’t all divided
into sevens, a lightning flash in the mirror
and three times seven has slipped by.

My first marriage lasted
seven years and the husband
was two times seven years older than I.

I tried it again and it lasted
forty-two years or six times seven—we
only lived together three times seven years

so the last three times seven were much better,
living in different houses, seven miles apart
and made for better friendship.

He’s seventy-seven this year and I’m still
at sixes and sevens about the relationship
but until I roll a seven, I’ll keep on kickin’.

—Jackie Langetieg, Verona

Seven Year Itch

It came.
He scratched.
He lied. She cried.
They tried their best
to rebuild what once
had been a dream;
believing always in
the first vow. Yet
there remained
something sour,
some pain,
a niggling spot
unnamed,
concealed,
that neither
one nor the other
could ever
again relieve
or reveal.

—Lisa Vihos, Sheboygan

With a Click of My Heels

I hold your shoes and close my eyes,
the long pause of your absence
languished all afternoon.
Tissue paper stuffed in heels and purses
seemed unfamiliar.
Your seven metal hangers looked empty and sinister.

Somehow I must find a way back
from this empty closet and rows of elegant shoes.
I must summon the child who remembered to be brave,
like Cinderella,
or that girl from Kansas,
who recognized clues, knew slippers were the answers
to everything, a sure guarantee that one could escape
a fire, a witch, poisoned flowers,
even tragedy.

I stand alone, barefoot.

—Beth Ellen Jack, Huntington Beach, CA
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I’d rather have roses on my table than diamonds on my neck.—Emma Goldman

General Account:  submitted by Nancy Rafal, treasurer
Balance October 1, 2010 $45,131.04

Income: Dues $1,034.00
5 for 4 CD Interest 28.47
Literary Fund CD Interest 797.44
Conference Reg. Fall ’10 7,388.00
SOAR scholarship-contribution 275.00
WFOP store (conf & dues) 2,700.00
Total Income: $12,222.91

Expenses: Museletter+Printing/Mailing ($1,361.13)
Postage/supplies (209.34)
J Chronister-events (71.22)
J Tomasko-student contest (315.67)
Data Design-student contest (446.08)
WFOP Literary Fund (500.00)
WFOP Literary Fund-CD interest (797.44)
Free Verse (500.00)
Webmistress/’10 & ’11 (100.00)
’11 Calendars for new members (24.00)
Asher & Wood LLC-tax prep (400.00)
Fall ’10 Conference-refunds (476.00)
Fall ’10 Conference-speakers/books (2,094.32)
Fall ’10 Conference-postage/supplies (131.88)
Fall ’10 Conference-hotel (9,930.27)
Fall ’10 Conference-booklet (56.25)
Department of Financial Institutions (10.00)
Adjustment (114.64)
Total Expenses: ($17,538.24)

Total $39,815.71
Closing Statements Balance on December 31, 2010 $39,815.71

General Account Balance on December 31, 2010 $39,815.71*

*$25,000 of this is invested in three interest bearing CDs. One $5,000 CD (22 months)
for the General Account to help bridge the gap created by “5 for 4” and two $10,000
CDs (13 months) the interest from which goes to the Literary Fund for our contest prizes.

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Jackie Langetieg, Literary Fund Co-Chair
Balance October 1, 2010 $89.56

Income: Donation-Coberly $100.00
Donation-Chapman 100.00
CD interest 797.44
From General Fund 500.00
Total Income: $1,497.44

Expenses: Triad-winners ($540.00)
Triad-folders (35.95)
Triad-postage (27.81)
Langetieg reimbursements (100.00)
Adjustment (3.00)
Total Expenses: ($706.76)

Literary Fund Balance on December 31, 2010 $879.24

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance October 1, 2010 $3,452.15

Income: Calendar Sales $3,685.59
Total Income: $3,685.59

Expenses: Postage ($170.80)
Reimbursement (18.92)
Total Expenses: ($189.72)

Calendar Account Balance on December 31, 2010 $6,948.02

To coincide with our federal tax filing our fiscal year is April 1 to March 31.

General Fund $39,815.71
Literary Fund $879.24
Calendar Fund $6,948.02
Total $47,642.97

October 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010
Fiscal Third Quarter Financial Report

underlying thought of reverence for nature. Charlotte
Digregorio, HSA Midwest Regional Coordinator, will speak.
She is an award-winning author, poet, and educator, recently
nominated for a Pushcart Prize in Poetry. Her poetry has
been translated into several languages, and is often exhibited
in public venues.

“A Writing Life in Seventeen Syllables or Less,” will
follow by award-winning Iowa Poet Francine Banwarth. She
will discuss what inspires her to write haiku, and her
methods of writing with multi-layers of meaning. Banwarth,
who is regularly published worldwide in haiku journals and
anthologies, and who has served as a haiku leader, educator,
and poetry competition judge for organizations including
HSA, says: “Haiku for me is not so much a way of thinking a
moment, as it is a way of feeling a moment. I think that is
where intuition enters in, as if there is a hermit inside me, or
as if I am in a quiet place, breathing under water.”

Subsequently, Randy Brooks, Dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences at Millikin University and Professor of
English, will speak on “The Role of Kukai in The Haiku
Tradition.” Kukai is a haiku contest in which participating
poets are judges. Preceding Haikufest, attendees may submit
from three to five haiku by April 23rd to Brooks at
brooksbooks@sbcglobal.net. These haiku will be exhibited
at Haikufest and judged.

Brooks and his wife, Shirley, are co-editors and poetry
publishers of Brooks Books. They also edit Mayfly, a haiku
magazine. An award-winning poet who teaches haiku at
Millikin, Brooks is the author of School’s Out, his haiku
collection, and is co-editor of anthologies including the
Global Haiku Anthology. He is co-chair of the American
Haiku Archives at California State Library in Sacramento.

The last presentation will be “Haiga: History and
Technique.” Poet and artist Lidia Rozmus  will  reveal the
art of haiku accompanied by an ink painting. She will exhibit
and discuss her work. Rozmus has authored and designed
several portfolios and books on Japanese-style poetry and
haiga that have won HSA awards, including,A Dandelion’s
Flight Haiku and Sumi-e; Twenty Views from Mole Hill: My
Journey; and Hailstones, Haiku by Taneda Santoka.
Rozmus’ art has been exhibited throughout the U.S., Japan,
and Poland.

HSA is a not-for-profit organization to promote the
writing and appreciation of haiku in English. Its website is
www.hsa-haiku.org

For more information on Haikufest, and to pre-register,
contact Charlotte Digregorio, 847-881-2664 or the Evanston
Public Library, 847-448-8600.

Haikufest  from  page 4

Special Writing Retreat with Natalie Goldberg
April 9-10, 2011 in Madison
$300, limited enrollment
Contact Miriam Hall for more information: 608-217-2132 or
herspiral@yahoo.com

Writing Retreat Coming Soon in
Madison
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Where flowers bloom so does hope.—Lady Bird Johnson

WFOP Spring Conference
April 15th & 16th, 2011

The Lodge at Geneva Ridge
W4240 State Road 50

Lake Geneva, WI 53147

REGISTRATION

All registrations and inquiries should be directed to:
WFOP Conference Coordinator
Michael Kriesel
H16550 State Hwy 52
Aniwa, WI 54408-9618
(715) 446-3645
mkriesel@wausau.k12.wi.us

Registration deadline: Postmarked by April 6th, 2011
$75 (includes lunch) Members and family
$100 Non-members (includes membership)

(After deadline & walk-ins $80)

LODGING INFORMATION

The Lodge at Geneva Ridge
The Inns of Geneva National
W4240 State Road 50
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
Direct: (262) 249-3847

WFOP group rate – $119 per night
(WFOP handles room bookings to get this rate)
Make check payable to WFOP and mail to Mike Kriesel.
After April 6th you may have to make your own reservation
with the hotel. The rate could be higher.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS

http://genevaridge.com/resort/directions.cfm

From Rockford:
Take I-90 North to I-43 to Hwy 67 South to Hwy 50, turn
left.

From Chicago:
Take I-294 to I-94 North to Hwy 50 West.

From Chicago Suburbs:
Take Rt. 53 North to Hwy 12 West to Hwy 50 West.

From Milwaukee:
Take I-43 West to Hwy 67 South to Hwy 50 East.

From Madison:
Take I-90 East to Hwy 14 East to Hwy 11 East to Hwy 50
East.

Nationally-known

Award-winning Poet
Matthea Harvey

will conduct a presentation
and give a reading of her work

Do I Dare Disburb the Universe?
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 Sweet April showers do spring May flowers.

Name Phone

Address

Email

Do you need table space to sell books? Yes No
Is this your 1st conference? Yes No
Would you be willing to donate books for a door prize? Yes No

Registration  $75
(Includes lunch)

Fri night room $119 # of beds

Sat night room $119 # of beds
(Handicap accessible rooms available on request)

Total $

Make checks payable to WFOP and mail to:
Michael Kriesel
H16550 State Hwy 52
Aniwa, WI 54408-9618

WFOP Spring Conference Registration—2011

SCHEDULE
Friday, April 15, 2011
4:00 p.m. Registration Opens
4:30-7:00 p.m. Book Fair
5:30 p.m. Board Meeting
7:00-9:00 p.m. Open Mic Reading  (Longer poems welcome!)

(Cash bar & hot appetizers!)

WFOP Spring Conference

Postmarked After April 6th $80

April 15th & 16th, 2011
The Lodge at Geneva Ridge

W4240 State Road 50
Lake Geneva, WI 53147

Saturday, April 16, 2011
7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast / Book Fair
8:00 a.m. Registration Opens
9:00 a.m. A poem by Matthea Harvey (see bio on

page 16)
A Reading by Wisconsin Poet Laureate
Bruce Dethlefsen

9:15 a.m. Welcome / Business Meeting

Saturday, April 16, 2011 (continued)
10:00 a.m. Break
10:15 a.m. Roll Call Poems (24 line limit)
11:00 a.m. Presentation by nationally-known poet

Matthea Harvey - If You Agree, Won’t
You Change the Title for Me?

11:40 a.m. Book Fair / Matthea Harvey book signing
12:00 p.m. Lunch / Door Prizes
12:45 p.m. Muse Prize and WFOP Chapbook Prize

Awards
1:15 p.m. Break
1:30 p.m. Poetry Reading by Matthea Harvey
2:00 p.m. Roll Call Poems (24 line limit)
3:00 p.m. Creative Writing Classes in Prisons

A Presentation by Laurel Bastian (see bio
on page 16

Questions / comments?
Contact Mike at 715-446-3645
or mkriesel@wausau.k12.wi.us

Lemon Pepper Rubbed Grilled Mahi Filet with a Cilantro Mango and Pineapple Salsa. Confetti Wild Rice and Chef's Vegetable Du Jour.

Chicken Siciliana Chicken Breast Simmered in Fresh Basil and Herbed Roma Tomatoes, Served with Romano and Oregano Risotto Chef's
Vegetable Du Jour.

Grilled Vegetable Plate Tossed Garden Salad with (2) Dressings Freshly Grilled Seasonal Vegetables with Oregano Risotto
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MarketsMarketsMarketsMarketsMarkets
Print Publications:

Assembly Journal — www.assemblyjournal.com — Publishes 2x year, Marek Denusiuk, Editor, submit online as an attach-
ment up to 5 poems / submissions@assemblyjournal.com. Subscriptions $15/year. Contacted editor on 12/28 for more info.

Bateau — P.O. Box 1584, Northampton, MA 01061 — www.bateaupress.org — Contact info@bateaupress.org. Print
publication 2x a year. Two copy price $10. Subscription $12./year. Submit online using submission manager, 5 poems
maximum. Response time 1 to 6 months. Accepts simultaneous submissions.

Bloodroot Literary Magazine — P. O. Box 322, Thetford Center, VT 05075 — www.bloodrootlm.com — 1x year. Submit
between April 1st & September 1st hard copy submissions only. Pays in issues. Samples $10 /issue $12. Do Roberts, Editor,
bloodroot@wildblue.net.  Check submissions guidelines www.bloodrootlm.com/submit.html.

Connecticut Review — www.ctstateu.edu/ctreview — Published by the CT State University System 2x a year. Perfect bound
format 6 x 9, 200/212 pages. Reading period from September 1st to May 15th. Submit by mail only, 5 poems maximum to
Connecticut Review, CT State University System, 39 Woodland St., Hartford, CT 06105-2337  Subscription $24/year.

Florida Review — www.floridareview.cah.ucf.edu — 2x/year publication. Reading periods: January-May & August-Decem-
ber. Submit by mail 3 to 5 poems to Poetry Editor, The Florida Review, Department of English, University of Central Florida,
PO Box 161346, Orlando, FL 32816-1346.

Great River Review — www.andersoncenter.org/great_river_review.htm — Minnesota’s oldest continuously published
literary journal publishes 2x a year. They have published some notable poets. Subscriptions $14/year. Plans well in advance,
has materials for 2011 ready for publication by Anderson Center. Takes submissions only by mail: Great River Review, PO
Box 406, Red Wing, MN 55066 with bio and SASE. For further information contact by e-mail: info@andersoncenter.org.

Illya’s Honey — www.dallaspoets.org — Biannual/May and November. Submit by mail with short bio, 5 poems maximum
with SASE to Dallas Poets Community, Box 700865, Dallas, TX 75370. DPC sponsors an annual chapbook competition
info@dallaspoets.org. $200 cash plus 30 copies, $15 reading fee for this competition.

Modern Haiku — www.modernhaiku.org — Publishes 3x/year. No e-mail submissions. Pays $1.00/haiku, $2.00/haibun
$5.00/essays. Submit to Charles Trumbull, Editor, Modern Haiku, PO Box 33077, Santa Fe, NM 87594-3077 with SASE.
Subscription rate $30.

Nimrod: International Journal of Prose & Poetry — http://www.utulsa.edu/nimrod/ — 2x a year, theme issues, no online
submissions. University of Tulsa, 800 S. Tucker Dr., Tulsa, OK 74104. Perfect bound format approximately 200 pages.
$18.50 a year subscription. Sponsors an annual contest with $2000 first place, $1000 second prize. Open from January 1st to
November 30th. Suggest contacting to learn what the next theme issue will be. Nimrod@utulsa.edu.

Ploughshares — www.pshares.org — An Emerson College publication, 120 Boyleston St., Boston, MA 02116-4624. Ladette
Randolph, Editor in Chief, now charges $3.00 for on-line submissions of 3 to 7 poems. No charge for submitting by mail.
Publishes 3x year.

Prairie Schooner — www.prairieschooner.unl.edu — 123 Andrews Hall, Lincoln, NE — Published by the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. It’s been in existence since 1926 and claims to have published some of today’s best known writers of
poetry and fiction. No e-mail submissions. Limit of 5 to 7 poems per submission. See guidelines on website.

The Aurorean — www.encirclepub.com/poetry/aurorean/editor — A prestigious Northeastern publication 2x/year. Perfect
bound pocketbook size, $11. a copy. Cynthia Brackett-Vincent is Editor/Publisher; Devin McGuire, Assistant Editor. For
information contact info@encirclepub.com. Deadline for Fall/Winter, August 15th. 5 poems maximum by mail only; PO Box
187, Farmington, ME 04938.

Spring is nature’s way of saying, “Let’s party!”—Robin Williams

John L. Campbell  • 17800A Caribou Pass • Brookfield, WI 53045-2141 • jcampbell52@wi.rr.com

Markets  continues on page15
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I stuck my head out the window this morning and spring kissed me bang in the face.—Langston Hughes

Membership Renewal Form
KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT. Dues for the 2011 year were due January 1, 2011. If your mailing label
doesn’t have (11) (P) (L) or years beyond ’11 after your name, please pay your dues immediately  to keep your membership
current. Dues MUST be current to participate in the Triad contests, to be published in the Museletter poetry pages and to
maintain a personal poet page on the WFOP website.
Mail to: Nancy Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0340.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

Email address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

***5 for 4 Deal***
$100 paid now will give Active
members 5 years of member-
ship for the price of 4 (2011-
2015)! Save $25.00!

Westward Quarterly — www.wwquarterly.com/guidelines — Publishes a magazine of family reading with deadlines of
November 30th, Febraruy 28th, May 31st and August 31st. Submit by mail or online 5 poems maximum with brief bio. By e-
mail to wwquarterly@aol.com.  Paste submission in body of message and in subject line put WWQ submissions or WWQ
inquiry if emailing with questions. By mail with SASE to Shirley Anne Leonard, PO Box 369, Hamilton, IL 62341. Subscrip-
tion rate $15/year

Whistling Shade — www.whistlingshade.com — A quarterly with Twin-City circulation of approximately 2500, payment 2
copies, printed mid-April, July, September and January. Copies $8 for 2 issues. Copies and subscriptions send check to
Whistling Shade, 17368 W. Sunset Blvd., Pacific Palisades, CA 90272. Email submissions to poetry@whistlingshade.com.
Submission can be pasted into email or sent in PDF, RTF or HTML format. Response time: 3 months. Whistling Shade is also
a publisher of books. See website.

On-Line Zines:

Able Muse — http://www.ablemuse.com/submit —  Able Muse predominantly publishes metrical poetry. Send only previ-
ously unpublished poems. No simultaneous submissions. Send 1 to 5 poems and a brief bio. Able Muse now accepts submis-
sions throughout the year. Publication 3x a year. Response time varies from 2 to 12 weeks. Online submission preferred
through website or email at submission@ablemuse.com. See website for file types accepted. Snail mail submissions not
accepted. Alex Pepple, Editor.

Pink Eye Lemonade — http://pinkeyelemonade.com/PinkEyeSubs.html — A tri-monthly zine for poetry, some bizarre, some
mysterious, fiction and rants, 3 to 5 poems on an e-mail submission; Deadlines for reading periods are: November 1st,
Febraruy 1st, May 1st, and August 1st. Submissions@pinkeyelemonade.com, Subject header should read submission/poetry/
last name.

Tri-Quarterly — www.triquarterly.org — Northwestern University’s TriQuarterly has gone online this year. They have a
submission form on their website, limited to 3 poems. You can contact their editors at triquarterlyonline@northwestern.edu.

Markets  from  page 14

Mid-Central Region
April 30, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. in
Sheboygan. Discussion and an open mic
will follow.

Georgia Ressmeyer’s poetry
chapbook, Today I Threw My Watch
Away, was released by Finishing Line
Press in October, 2010. See the Poetry
Publications section for ordering
information.

Joan  Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP
800 Ver Bunker Avenue
Port Edwards, WI 54469

joanjeff@wctc.net

Jeffrey Johannes and Joan Wiese
Johannes are busy editing the 2012
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar and want to
thank everyone who submitted.
submitted by
Joan Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP

What’s Happenin’  from  page 4

Send it to thefalks@frontiernet.net
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Matthea Harvey is the author of Sad Little

Breathing Machine (Graywolf, 2004) and Pity the
Bathtub Its Forced Embrace of the Human Form
(Alice James Books, 2000). Her third book of
poems, Modern Life (Graywolf, 2007) was a
finalist for the National Book Critics Cirlcle
Award and a New York Times Notable Book. Her
first children’s book, The Little General and the
Giant Snowflake, illustrated by Elizabeth Zechel,
was published byTin House Books in 2009. An
illustrated erasure, titled Of Lamb, with images by
Amy Jean Porter, will be published by
McSweeney’s in 2011. Matthea is a contributing
editor to jubilat, Meatpaper and BOMB. She
teaches poetry at Sarah Lawrence and lives in
Brooklyn.

Spring Conference Presenter Bios
Matthea Harvey Laurel Bastian

Laurel Bastian founded, coordinates, and
teaches with the Writers in Prisons Project
(writersinprisonsproject.com), produces and hosts
the Crosshatxh Poetry series
(crosshatxh.blogspot.com), and has work
seasoning print and online journals (with links at
laurelbastian.org). She is the Halls Emerging
Artist Fellow at the Institute of Creative Writing
and is this year’s recipient of the Elizabeth Curry
Prize in Poetry and of two Pushcart nominations.
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