
When you grow up speaking one language, it comes to feel as natural as
breathing. If you then begin to learn a second language, its seeming peculiarities
cast a reflecting light back upon your own. As a result, the rules and arbitrary
exceptions of both languages are revealed, pointing out the essentially artificial
nature of human speech.

Pursue linguistics a bit further, and a distinction arises between arbitrary surface
elements like verb conjugations (I am, but you are, and she is), truly universal
concepts like parts of speech (nouns, verbs, and their descriptors, which all
languages possess), and wired-in details of a particular language, like the fact that
English speakers naturally assign tense after either including the word do or not.
(Compare the following sets of example sentences: I walk. Do I walk? I do walk. I
walked. Did I walk? I did walk. Notice that the indicator of past tense is assigned
to “do” when that word is present; otherwise it’s assigned to the main verb. Hence,
do is unconsciously decided before tense.)

This week I learned a new detail about English: It’s a “head” language, which is
to say that it assigns key bits up front. Our most straightforward sentences use a
subject-verb arrangement, perhaps adding an object phrase at the end. Many of
those object phrases begin with a preposition (the pre part of that word actually
meaning “before”). Our infinitives load “to” at their beginnings. Our entire
language is based on a “given/new” arrangement, “giving” the listener something
solid up front on which to hang the “new” details that follow.

Japanese, I’m told, is a “tail” language. Instead of prepositions, it has
“postpositions.” The subject doesn’t lead, and often isn’t even stated. The listener
is supposed to wait through all the introductory material to finally receive (or
perceive) the key that will bring everything into focus. Instead of being boldly
direct, it is politely indirect. Japanese storytelling follows a similar mode, circling
inward to a center.

It strikes me that poetry itself tends to be oblique, asking readers to join the poet
in noticing certain details, and then to complete the essential connections for
themselves. In this sense, poetry is a “post” language, even when using English
prepositions and conjunctions. This may explain why a poet may be forgiven an
inverted construction like “around the fen / danced she then” while I prose writer
never would. It may also explain why the Japanese have such a history of
evocative poetry.

Why not do a quick survey of favorite poems to discover how many flatly tell
you what’s happening, and how many point at it obliquely? I’m going to take a
second look at Philip Larkin and Charles Bukowski, two of the most plainspoken
poets I can think of, for just that purpose.

But first, let me congratulate Sarah Rose Thomas on a great spring conference
this year! It was very well handled (thank you also to our regular conference
manager, Michael Kriesel), with great fellowship, great food, and great presenters.
Several new members were in attendance, and they all made a point of saying how
welcome they felt, which reveals a lot about the gathering. Marilyn Taylor (WI
Poet Laureate) gave a wonderful reading, performing some of her older poems just
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Summer 2010

Welcome to the new members of
the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
that have joined since the Spring
Museletter issue:
Mary Ali-Masai Milwaukee
Antler Milwaukee
Sally Back Lake Tomahawk
Francha Barnard Baileys Harbor
Jeffrey Boire Kaukauna
Jan Bosman Woodstock
Joseph Brigs Madison
Larry Eriksson Madison
Tracey Gross Mount Horeb
Patricia Jameson Madison
Elizabeth Keggi Appleton
LaMoine MacLaughlin Clayton
Margaret McFarlane
Schroeder Fort Atkinson
Thomas Murphy Whitefish Bay
Marilyn Nielsen Edgerton
Sam Picone Summit Lake
Jeff Poniewaz Milwaukee
Marilyn Stark Marinette
Georg Stojcevic Rhinelander
Nancy Takacs Bayfield
Guy Thorvaldsen Madison
Mark Zimmermann Milwaukee
New member inquiries should be directed to
Gillian Nevers, the membership chair. Her
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

Friendship with ones self is all important, because without it one cannot be friends with anyone else in the world.—Eleanor Roosevelt

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org
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President’s Message
Editor: Christine Falk

President’s Message  continues on page 5
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East Region

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Great minds discuss ideas; average minds discuss events; small minds discuss people.— Eleanor Roosevelt

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Carolyn Vargo, East Regional Co-VP
6147 West Stack Circle

Milwaukee, WI 53219-3054
vargocj@execpc.com

or
Janet Leahy, East Regional Co-VP

13480 W. Fountain Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151-3968

leahyja@earthlink.net

A poem by Cary Fellman has been
chosen for the 2011 Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar. In April, Cary taught a class
in Creative Writing at the Northland
Recreation Laboratory in Amery, WI.

Karl Elder’s “Ode in the Key of O,”
inspired in part by the birth of his
grandson, Owen, appears in the 60th
Anniversary Chapbook from Beloit
Poetry Journal and is among a half dozen
poems featured that may be accessed
through the magazine’s current issue web
page: http://www.bpj.org/index/
bpj_current.html.

Judy Kolosso received 2nd place and
Kathleen Dale received 3rd place in the
Wisconsin People & Ideas / Wisconsin
Book Festival 2010 Poetry Contest.

CJ Muchhala has work published in
Rhino 2010  http://www.rhinopoetry.org/
and Pearl 42 http://www.pearlmag.com/
and forthcoming in Pearl 43.

Cristina Norcross recently had a non-
fiction article, “Tripping the Light
Ekphrastic in Lake Country” published
in the winter issue of the WRWA Journal.
She has another non-fiction article that
will be published in Verse Wisconsin
this summer entitled, “A Poetic Affair to
Remember: Making Your Poetry Event
Memorable.”

Poems from Sr. Irene Zimmerman’s
book, Incarnation, were used extensively
in a 30-day retreat given to native
Catholic Sisters of various congregations
from many countries in Africa. Several
of her poems have been published
recently: “Manger Meeting” in St.
Anthony Messenger; “Prayer for Time”
in Sacred Journey; “Stations II, IX, and
XII” in Review for Religious.

Mary Jo Balistreri had poems

published in Verse Wisconsin, San Pedro
River Review and Quill and Parchment.
One of her poems will be in the July issue
of Healing Muse. She was the featured
artist in Bellowing Ark, the March/April
issue.

Katy Phillips and Judy Kolosso have
poems in Robin Chapman’s new
anthology Love Over 60. They read with
other anthology poets on April 30th at
Madison’s A Room of One’s Own.

Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP
3931 S. County Road O

Maple, WI 54854

janchronister@yahoo.com

Peggy Trojan (Brule) was one of two
winners in Wilda Morris’s February
challenge for her poem “Final Stage.”
Her poem “Inheritance” has been
accepted by Talking Stick Volume 19.
Peggy’s mixed media (poem/photo)
piece, “Zoo”, will be displayed at the
Pyle Center in Madison for the
International Society of Human Ethology
conference. Her poem “Night Visitor”
was accepted for the 2011 Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar.

Peggy Trojan, Gladyce
Nahbenayash (Superior), Mildred
“Tinker” Schuman (Lac du Flambeau)
and Jan Chronister (Maple) were
featured at a reading in Lac du Flambeau
on May 18th. Jan also had poems
accepted in Talking Stick Volume 19
and The Red Cedar Review. Jan
facilitated a Poetry Month reading on
April 9th at the Vaughn Public Library in
Ashland. Rob Ganson and Gladyce
Nahbenayash read at the library.
Gladyce Nahbenayash, Jan
Chronister, and Peggy Trojan read
from their work at the Creative Writing
Showcase at Fond du Lac Tribal and
Community College in Cloquet,
Minnesota on May 5th.

Some of the members from the NW
Region in the 2011 Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar are Jan Chronister, Naomi
Cochran, Ted Gephart, Gladyce
Nahbenayash, Ann Penton, Diana
Randolph, Susan Vollmer, and Peggy
Trojan.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Recently the Northern Lakes Center

for the Arts in Amery, Wisconsin hosted
“Write On, Wisconsin!”—a writers’
conference attended by writers from
throughout northwestern of Wisconsin.
As part of the day-long conference,
writers had the opportunity to learn about
the craft of writing from Wisconsin Poet
Laureate, Marilyn Taylor, and Superior
short story writer, Anthony Bukoski.
Bukoski also read from his work in an
evening reading. Both Taylor and
Bukoski offered practical advice relative
to writing poetry and to writing fiction.
Taylor’s poetry evidences a strong sense
of form and Bukoski’s a strong sense of
place.Young writers were included
among the presenters by Amery graduate,
Cassie Hansen, and Amery students Katie
Peterson, David Smith, and Maggie
Christiansen, all of whom read from
their work. An additional session was
presented by a panel of local writers/
photographers, Jerry Boucher, Jo Leir
and Edna Bjorkman.

LaMoine MacLaughlin recently had
a poem, “Blackwing Requiem,”
published on the Wisconsin Arts Board’s
website. It is also included in his
collection, A Scent of Lilac and other
poems.

Diana Randolph, Drummond, had
acceptances to Verse Wisconsin; and an
essay, a memoir and two painting images
to the anthology, Love Stories of the
Bay.
There are still openings in her pen and
ink class at the 47th Annual School of
the Arts at Rhinelander July 25th to 30th.
For more information please visit
www.soawisconsin.org.

Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP
1308 16th Ave. E.

Menomonie, WI 54751

lindowleaf@gmail.com

Along with daffodils, tulips and lilacs,
poetry flowered in the Chippewa Valley
during April’s Poetry Month. On April
13th, the Eau Claire City Council named
Nadine St. Louis Eau Claire’s first poet
laureate. St. Louis, UW-Eau Claire
emeritus English professor, is one of the
founders of the Chippewa Valley Book
Festival, and she is recognized not only

Northwest Region

West-Central Region
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Have convictions. Be friendly. Stick to your beliefs as they stick to theirs. Work as hard as they do.— Eleanor Roosevelt

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

for her writing and readings (She has two
critically acclaimed poetry collections,
Weird Sisters and Zebra) but also for her
contribution to the local arts community.
The job description includes writing
poems to commemorate important
events. On April 29th, St. Louis was
interviewed in rhyme on WQOW, TV
18th and on April 30th, St. Louis was
honored with a reading at UW-Eau
Claire; others who read included Erna
Kelly and Bruce Taylor.  Taylor’s poem,
“The Telling of It” and St Louis’s poem,
“More Than Bread” (Triad Contest 2nd
Place Winner) were published in the
Spring 2010 issue of Verse Wisconsin.
Sandra Lindow’s poem “Missing
Person” has been published as part of
Verse Wisconsin’s “Alternate Realities”
online poetry section. Sandra Lindow’s
poem, “Of Lycanthropy and Lilacs” was
published in the June issue of Asimov’s
and her poem “On Finding the God
Particle” appears in the 2010 Rhysling
Anthology, presenting the best
speculative poems published in 2009.
On June 13th, Sandra Lindow and
Bruce Taylor will participate in the
18th Annual WFOP Olbrich Gardens
Poetry Reading in Madison.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Sarah Rose Thomas, Northeast Regional VP
970 School Place

Green Bay, WI 54303
psychopsychosarah@yahoo.com

Barbara Larsen was the May featured
reader for the Dickinson Poetry Series
held at the Unitarian Fellowship in
Ephraim. Nancy Rafal was the June
featured reader. Nancy also read at the
Coloma Hotel’s Original Voice series in
May. Bruce Dethlefsen gave a poetry
workshop and a reading at Novel Ideas
bookstore in Baileys Harbor in May.

Michael Kriesel will serve as one of
two featured writers for the 2010 Great
Lakes Writers Festival on November 4th
and 5th, 2010, at Lakeland College. He
has poems forthcoming in North
American Review, Alaska Quarterly,
Rattle, Crab Creek Review and Antioch
Review.

James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP
324 Kedzie Street #30
Madison, WI 53704
jrob52162@aol.com

My darling Clementines! You’ve made
me a real 49er these days, digging out the
golden nuggets to share with other miners
of poetry. Me and Number Seven had to go
down to bedrock to get the motherlode.

Richard Roe, Richard Merelman,
Mark Kliewer, Chuck Cantrell and 2009
Felix Pollak prize winner Mark
Kraushaar did a reading at the Lazy Mutt
Lounge in Monroe, Wisconsin on February
18th.

Kathy Miner was on hand at “A Flurry
of Winter Poetry at the Arboretum”, a
poetry workshop held at the University of
Wisconsin Arboretum on February 21st.

James P. Roberts was the featured
reader at the Final Thursday reading at the
Hearst Center for the Arts on the University
of Northern Iowa campus in Cedar Falls,
Iowa on February 28th.

James P. Roberts and Judith
Zukerman were WFOP poets reading
selections from Sand County Almanac at
the Aldo Leopold Day reading at the UW-
Arboretum on March 6th.

Angela Rydell continues to host
workshops in journaling and on-line fiction,
poetry, and creative non-fiction.

Sarah Busse and Wendy Vardaman
appeared at the Village Booksmith in
Baraboo on March 12th.

Katrin Talbot held an exhibition of
poems and photographs, “A Collective: A
Madison Print Portfolio” at the Sundance
Cinemas in Madison.

March 19th beheld a bevy of WFOP
poets reading at The Center for Social
Justice in Madison: R. Virgil Ellis, Alice
D’Alessio, Bobbie Krinsky, Andrea
Potos, Russell Gardner, Daniel Kunene,
Fran Rall, and F.J. Bergmann.

James P. Roberts celebrated his 50th
birthday by reading poems along with
Ronnie Hess, Eve Robillard and
Catherine Jagoe at the meeting of the
Regent Neighborhood Poetry Gathering
on March 22nd.

Fred Kreutz held an exhibition,
“Memos to the Curious” at the Espresso
Love Coffee in Mukwonago from March
2nd through March 29th.

March 28th saw the Three Richards:
Richard Merelman, Richard Roe, and
Richard Swanson reading their
poetry—trading their kingdoms for a
horse—at Avol’s Bookstore in Madison.

Kimberly Blanchette has released
her new poetry CD, All Natural, featuring
21 poems backed by Native American
music. James P. Roberts contributes
his inimitable throat-singing and chanting
on the bonus track, “I Call The Wind.”

The end of April saw a flurry of activity.
On April 28th, James P. Roberts and
Katrin Talbot joined 7th graders at the
Mount Horeb Middle School for a poetry
workshop and reading. Many thanks to
Tracey Gross for continuing to invite
poets into the classroom.

Also on April 28th, the indefatigable
duo of Sarah Busse and Wendy
Vardaman (the current WFOP tag-team
champions) read at Ripon College.

Lastly, on April 30th, editors Robin
Chapman and Jeri McCormick led
contributors Margaret Benbow,
Lenore Coberly, Alice D’Alessio,
Susan Elbe, Jackie Langetieg, Eve
Robillard in reading poems from Love
Over 60: An Anthology of Poems at A
Room Of One’s Own in Madison.

Reckon that’s all for now, pards. Y’all
better send me your news pronto next
time cuz I may fergit sometimes...
submitted by
James P. Roberts, South-Central Regional VP

Shoshauna Shy launched a call for
applications for the Woodrow Hall
Jumpstart Award (deadline June 1st),
and had poems published in Peninsula
Pulse, California Quarterly and The Los
Angeles Review. Her poem titled
“Graveyard Shift” was a finalist in the
Wisconsin People & Ideas 2010 Poetry
Contest sponsored by the Wisconsin
Academy of Sciences, Arts & Letters.

Miriam Hall held an advanced reading
from her second chapbook, Dreams of
Movement, due out June 25th through
Finishing Line Press, at A Room of
One’s Own, 307 W. Johnson Street,
Madison on Thursday, May 13th.

Joan  Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP
800 Ver Bunker Avenue

Port Edwards, WI 54469

joanjeff@wctc.net
What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

Northeast Region

South-Central Region

Mid-Central Region
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If life were predictable it would cease to be life, and be without flavor.—Eleanor Roosevelt

Linda Aschbrenner served as the
lead judge in the Wisconsin People &
Ideas Poetry Contest. Her comments on
the three winning poems appear in the
Spring 2010 issue. Also in this issue,
there is a brief history of Marsh River
Editions which Linda founded in 2001.
Poems by Marilyn L. Taylor, Denise
Sweet, and Ellen Kort are reprinted
from the latest Marsh River Editions
chapbook, Wisconsin Poets Laureate.

Barb Cranford taught a workshop at
her home on April 10th, which was a full
house, and read at McMillan Library in
Wisconsin Rapids on April 8th.

Bruce Dethlefsen had readings at the
Princeton Public Library on May 5th,
Novel Ideas in Baileys Harbor on May
15th, the Harmony Cafe in Appleton on
June 7th and taught a Poetry Workshop
in Montello on Thursdays, May 13th-
June 3rd. He also organized a bus trip for
the Dodge Poetry Festival with the
assistance of Joan Wiese Johannes.
They both hope that you will sign up and
invite your friends; we need 30
participants by the end of August.

Linda Aschbrenner, Barb
Cranford, Bruce Dethlefsen, Joan
Wiese Johannes, and Jeffrey Johannes
had poems selected for the 2011
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

Joan Wiese Johannes and Jeffrey
Johannes had poems selected for the
2010 Fox Cry Review.  Joan’s chapbook,
Sensible Shoes, published by the
Alabama Poetry Society was released
this spring. Karyn Powers won third
place in the poetry contest from The 21st

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

Central-Fox Valley Region

Annual Writers Institute at the University
of Wisconsin, Madison. The poem was
entitled “Will I Whistle When I Walk?”
and was featured in the last Museletter
for the theme “Body Electric.”
submitted by
Joan Wiese Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP

Bill Gillard, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP
1478 Midway Road

Menasha, WI 54952-1224
bill.gillard@uwc.edu

Cathryn Cofell’s work was accepted
or published by Anthills, Contemporary
American Women: Our Defining
Passages, North American Review,
Verse Wisconsin, the 2011 Wisconsin
Poets’  Calendar, and the Wisconsin
State Journal, and received two Pushcart
Prize nominations. She was featured on
WORT’s Radio Literature, participated
in Woodland Pattern’s Poetry Marathon
and as guest of Obvious Dog at the
Windhover Center for the Arts, and
appeared at the Fox Cities Book Festival
as a reader and a panelist.

Barbara Kaufmann of Appleton had
two articles published in Voices in
Education/Voices in Wartime: “A New
Weapon of Mass Destruction” http://
www.voiceseducation.org/content/
barbara-kaufmann-american and
“Spiritual Messenger Hiding in Plain
Sight” http://www.voiceseducation.org/
content/michael-jackson-spiritual-
messenger-hiding-plain-sight.

June 18th-19th  – Panelist and featured reader, Southeast Wisconsin Festival of Books, UW-Waukesha campus
September 12th-17th – Workshop facilitator: Bjorklunden Seminar Center of Lawrence University, Baileys Harbor
September 26th – 10:45 a.m. – Speaker, Wisconsin Regional Writers Association Fall Conference, Madison
October 7th – 7:00 p.m. – Reading, UW-Milwaukee, The Hefter Conference Center, 3202 N. Maryland Ave., Milwaukee
October 10th-15th – Workshop facilitator: Bjorklunden Seminar Center of Lawrence University, Baileys Harbor
October 23rd – Workshop facilitator: Allwriters Studio “Celebrity Saturday”, Waukesha

Poet Laureate—Marilyn Taylor’s 2010 Appearances

The 18th Annual Olbrich Gardens Poetry Reading Coming Soon
The 18th Annual Olbrich Gardens WFOP Invitational Marathon Poetry Reading takes place in Madison, June 13th, 1-4

p.m. Fifteen poets from around Wisconsin will read: Laurel Bastian, Brent Goodman, Ken Haynes , Anjie Kokan, Janet
Leahy, Sandra Lindow, Fran Rall, Lynn Shoemaker, Angela Sorby, David Steingass, Richard Swanson, Bruce Taylor, Jeanie
Tomasko, Mary Wehner, & Mark Zimmerman.

Eau Claire City Council
Names First-Ever
Poet Laureate

The United States has designated a
poet laureate since 1937, and
Wisconsin followed suit in 2000. On
April 13th, Eau Claire City Council
named Nadine St. Louis our first poet
laureate, after two local men suggested
it to the council. A retired UWEC
English professor and the author of
two books of poetry, Zebra (2008) and
Weird Sisters (2000), St. Louis also
helped pioneer the Chippewa Valley
Book Festival, which looks ahead to
its 11th year this fall. Attached to the
honor, however, is a job description.
When the city wants to mark an
important event, they will anticipate
St. Louis’s commemorative verse.
Kerry Kincaid, city council president,
clarified the reason behind the
commissioned writing. “[We want]
poems to make the city think,” she
said, “… poems that add to the lovely
side of city life.” St. Louis said she
was honored to promote poetry and
culture through the new appointment.

Credit: VolumeOne Magazine

Remember to
contact the
Museletter editor if you move
or change your email address.

Keep
your info
up to date
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It is not fair to ask of others what you are not willing to do yourself.—Eleanor Roosevelt

Discounted 2010 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendars and Past Issues Available
There are a limited number of 2010 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendars available for the reduced price of $5.00. This price includes shipping and
handling. There are some older issues available at the reduced price of $5.00 as well which also includes shipping and handling. Contact
Michael Farmer for availability. Please use the following form to place your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, PO Box
555, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202-0555 Phone: (920) 839-2191 Email: mfarmer1876@gmail.com  (Information is for in-house use only and
not to be sold, traded or given away.)

I would like books @ $5.00 each (2011 issues) $

I would like books @ $5.00 each (older issues, specify year) $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone   (           )

President’s Message  from  page 1

Wisconsin Poet Laureate Search Begins
April is National Poetry Month and the Poet Laureate Commission of Wisconsin is pleased to announce that the search for

Wisconsin’s next Poet Laureate has now officially begun. The Commission encourages all qualified poets living in Wisconsin
to apply for this prestigious post. Nominations of poets may also be made, with the poet’s consent. The two-year term of
service will begin on January 1, 2011.

The Poet Laureate’s mission is an important and lofty one—to promote poetry statewide, to serve as a herald for
Wisconsin’s poets and their verse, and to enrich the lives of Wisconsin’s citizens by encouraging the gift of poetry.

The person who will succeed Milwaukee’s Marilyn Taylor, who is Wisconsin’s current Poet Laureate, must meet the
following criteria: proven level of skill in writing and reading poetry, an admirable and proven history of publishing individual
poems and/or books of poetry, and demonstrated excellence in promoting awareness or enjoyment of poetry in Wisconsin.
The person must also be a resident of Wisconsin for at least one year prior to the June 11, 2010 application deadline, be at
least 18 years of age, and be available to travel throughout the state.

For an application/nomination form and detailed guidelines, interested poets should visit the Poet Laureate Commission
website, http://wipoetlaureate.wi.gov.  Applicants and those wishing to nominate a poet may also submit a self-addressed
stamped envelope to the Wisconsin Humanities Council, Attn: Poet Laureate Guidelines, 222 South Bedford Street, Suite F,
Madison, WI 53703-3688.

For more information, please contact Jane Hamblen at (608) 658-4428.

for us, and Rod Clark (editor and publisher of Rosebud)
shared his thoughts about the power of place and history in
shaping our writing. The Friday night open-mike session
(with hot hors d’oeuvres) was very well attended, and the
“Roll Call” poems read by WFOP members on Saturday
were some of the best I’ve ever heard. Add in the Muse
Prize awards, the first-ever WFOP chapbook contest award,
and an announcement about a bus trip to this year’s Dodge
Poetry Fest (see the WFOP Web site), and it was almost too
much conference to fit into a night and day.

Don’t miss this fall’s conference, in Stevens Point, when
we’ll let the programming spill over into Sunday. See you
there!

Les

The Spring Issue of Verse Wisconsin is available in
two forms containing different material. The online
issue, at versewisconsin.org, features “Alternate
Realities” poetry, audio, book reviews, an interview of
award-winning poet Matthea Harvey, and essays by F.J.
Bergmann, Sarah Busse, and Lester Smith. The print
issue features poetry, an interview with actor David
Daniel, and essays on poetic craft by John Lehman and
by Angela Rydell. Subscription information and single-
issue rates are also available on the website. The next
online poetry theme will be announced June 1st.

Verse Wisconsin Spring Issue Now
Available
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It is not more vacation we need - it is more vocation.—Eleanor Roosevelt

This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP
MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 2009-
10.  For more information, please send a stamped, self-addressed
envelope to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author

All That is Left Poetry Judith Harway
Publisher: Turning Point Books
www.turningpointbooks.com
www.judithharway.com or email
jharway@miad.edu

Along the Way Chapbook Beverly Schellhaass
W6022 Hill and Dale Road
Plymouth, WI 53073
$10.00 plus $2.00 shipping

Dance With Me Chapbook Beverly Schellhaass
W6022 Hill and Dale Road
Plymouth, WI 53073
$10.00 plus $2.00 shipping

A Hundred Miles and Poetry Mary L. Downs
 More Publisher: Heritage Press

2600 Heritage Woods Drive
Appleton, WI 54915
$10.00 plus $1.50 shipping

Love Over 60: an Poetry Robin Chapman & Jeri McCormick
anthology of women’s Publisher: Mayapple Press
poems Order from:

Robin Chapman
205 N. Blackhawk Avenue
Madison, WI 53705
(608) 238-6932
rschapma@wisc.edu or
Jeri McCormick
638 Gately Terrace
Madison, WI 53711
(608) 233-0300
jerimccor@tds.net
$16.95 plus $2.00 postage

Pity the World: Poetry Bruce Taylor
New and Selected Free electronic copies available to

download at
http://www.uwec.edu/taylorb/

A Scent of Lilac and Poetry LaMoine MacLaughlin
other poems (715) 948-2829 or (715) 268-6811

lammacl@amerytel.net
poetscornerwisconsin.com
$5.00

That Red Dirt Road Chapbook Kay Sanders
Publisher: Parallel Press
Order from Kay Sanders at:
(920) 233-3452
rksanders@charter.net
$10.00 plus $1.00 postage

Unsung Love Songs Poetry Cristina M. R. Norcross
Publisher: Lulu Publishing
Amazon.com
BarnesandNoble.com
Books & Co.
Woodland Pattern Book Center
$14.00

Poetry
Publications

A Look Ahead to the Fall
Conference

Our Fall Conference will be held in Stevens Point
Holiday Inn and Conference Center, November 5-7. Our
special events will include a reading and discussion of
web editing by poet, Todd Boss and a reading and
workshop by poet and teacher, Freya Manfred.

Todd Boss’s poems have appeared in The Best
American Poetry 2010, The New Yorker, Poetry, and on
MPR’s “All Things Considered.” His debut poetry
collection, Yellowrocket, was published in 2008 by W. W.
Norton & Co. Born. He edits the on-line poetry website,
Flurry, a magazine dedicated to wintry thinking. He was
raised in central Wisconsin and now lives in Saint Paul
with his wife and two children.

Freya Manfred won the 2009 Midwest Booksellers’
Award for Poetry for her sixth collection of poetry,
Swimming with a Hundred Year Old Snapping Turtle,
www.reddragonflypress.com. Her poems have appeared
in over 100 reviews and magazines and over 30
anthologies. Poet Robert Bly says: “What I like about
Freya’s poems is that they are not floating around in the
air or the intellect. The body takes them in. They are
brave. The reader and writer meet each other in the
body.” Freya’s memoir, Frederick Manfred: A Daughter
Remembers, was nominated for a Minnesota Book Award
and an Iowa Historical Society award. She lives near
Hudson, WI.

In House
Michael Belongie has initiated a program within the

Fellowship to keep members aware of significant changes
taking place for particular members.

This program, In House, will post changes of addresses
and alerts members to that change of address. These
changes may be due to significant changes with long-
standing members’ health or greatly altered circumstances
that we do care to know about between conferences.

We are “a fellowship” and members appreciate our
friend/poet’s whereabouts.

Please email Michael Belongie at poetpow@charter.net
or 1421 Hiawatha Drive, Beaver Dam, WI 53916 – cell
920-210-6073.

Josephine Zell of Madison has just relocated to :
Inglewood
Apt. 204
405 N. 8th Street
Mount Horeb, WI 53572
Phone (608) 222-8862

Congratulations are in order for Josey as the membership
and Board of the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets voted at
the Green Bay conference and granted her Lifetime
Membership in the Fellowship for her service as Co-editor
of the 2007 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar and as Vice
President of the WFOP 1995-1998.
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Let us love winter, for it is the spring of genius. —Pietro Aretino

Ophelia Speaks

Poems by Our Membership / / / / / Marilyn Taylor, Editor

Not to Be

Alas, sweet Ophelia has ditched me
for some surfer dude named Yorick.
Off to the translucent blue, ever-sunny
skies of southern California they go
where they’ll feed their appetites
for yoga, TM, tofu. Read their
horoscopes over chai lattes
every morning. My caterwauling
cries of everlasting love helped
not a bit. It’s not you I’m leaving
Ophelia told me. It’s your damn
village. I need something bigger,
something happening. I simply
can no longer abide your tiny hamlet.

—Steve Tomasko, Middleton

With the Flow

Ophelia steers through translucent fog,
musing about her Elizabethan namesake–
what would she make of
this New World California with its appetite
for capsule horoscopes and me-spun soliloquies?
What would she make of the caterwaul and hype
of jazzed-up decibels in these Pacific ports,
the drama of beckoning surf lapping at piers?

On the bay’s far shore, Phelie exits the Golden Gate,
parks and climbs out, adjusting her bouquet
of flower-stall daisies, straightening
her Laura Ashley print skirt. Something calls–
is that a lute she hears? Is the water singing?
She makes her way, step by careful step,
down the rock-pocked embankment.

—Jeri McCormick, Madison

If Hamlet Had Considered All Possibilities, He Might Have Discovered a Way Out
of His Dilemma and Found a Place Where He Might Have Lived Happily Ever After

Once Hamlet hissed his Act Two caterwaul,
He should have read another horoscope,
One filled with clear, translucent light and hope,
And let his appetite for vengeance pall;
And then he should have grabbed Ophelia
And sailed to sunny California.

—LaMoine MacLaughlin, Clayton

How It Ends

So this is how it ends, she thinks,
not on one of her translucent days,
those days when she feels
ethereal as fog or Ophelia’s ghost,
not a day when she’s sure
he’s looking right through her,
but on a solid day, a sun day
a day of hearty appetite.
She takes down the horoscope
taped to the refrigerator, tosses it in the trash.
She knows it by heart—for everyone
there is a dream that won’t let go…
ignore it at your peril. A caterwaul of traffic,
as she steps outside, only makes her smile.
The California ticket rustles in her pocket.

—Sharon Auberle, Sister Bay

Another avalanche of excellent responses to (admittedly) a pretty contrived assignment. Thanks to everyone,
including the many caterwauling cats named Ophelia who made their appearance in this set of poems. Wish we had
space for all of them!

Like Ophelia
for my daughter in the hospital

You came and went like a phantom image,
complexion pallid, more translucent than
waxy gardenias, petals spent and bruised.
You drift, as if greedy waters confiscated
what was left of you. How your wrists dangle
like broken stems, to fulfill a dire horoscope
most of us ignore, until we sense new perils—
blurs our vision. Even in California,
landscape once bright as tinfoil, can fold over,
as if the coppice outside bleeds, trees shake
like green petticoats, people bend like praying mantis
in the distance, dodging pellets of rain.

I no longer recognize patterns or designs;
what was familiar tilts like a fun-house mirror,
words make caterwauls, as if consonants and vowels
no longer exist. Still later, your hands remain folded
like Ophelia’s before someone arranges them,
almost like a benediction when the heroine sleeps,
until I bend over with a kiss.

—Beth Ellen Jack, Huntington Beach, CA
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A Wake

The moon eyes its prey in silence,
its appetite renewed nightly.

I’m eating California pistachios
on the back porch, spraying shells
onto yesterday’s horoscope.

A cat in the alley caterwauls;
she can’t run from the moon.

My wife appears in the yard,
a translucent Ophelia almost
smiling, dressed in bone white.

—Joseph Briggs, Madison

Untitled

With appetite ablazing and California on her mind,
Ophelia’s eyes were glazing and her mouth was filled with wine.
“My horoscope’s a doozy and my life is so berserk!
I’m just a little boozy – more translucent white will work!”
She caterwauled the moon to bed, then slept the day away,
And rose again when sun was red to cat around, this stray.

—Lorelee Sienkowski, Packwaukee

Why Can’t I Just Read My Horoscope, or
Why California Supports the Education Initiatives

Why did you try to make me read that play,
With all those acts and big words all in verse?
As if! As if I care what dead guys say!
Like Beowulf! That was bad, but this was worse!

The Cliff Notes said some chick Ophelia dies
Of drowning, skin translucent  – Gag me! Ewww!!!
And then her boyfriend Hamlet, like, he tries
To trap his father’s killer and dies too!

I read the last scene, what a caterwaul
Of death screams, bodies littering the stage
Still speaking verse, which makes no sense at all!
Like gross! Those people’s appetite for rage.

And one more thing –  To “B” or not to “B”!
Ya get it? I should get more than a “D”!!!

—Joan Wiese Johannes, Port Edwards

If Ophelia Gave H. the Gate

For all the caterwaul and wail Ophelia
Will never return to Denmark. She
Would rather be here with Amelia.

Here in California where the flesh
Of the orange is as translucent as that
Of Amelia. Whose carnal desires mesh

With Ophelia’s amorous appetite.
Besides, her horoscope said “Beware
Of depressing dark Danish knights.”

—Tom Cullen, Madison

Meet Ophelia

Ophelia is my cat, pure Siamese,
She’s sleek and supple, wins all backyard brawls,
knows a spayed’s a spayed and climbs tall trees
to sing high C’s—but never caterwauls.

Her appetite is light—she’s fond of cheese,
hates Friskies and all sorts of ersatz fish—
but California salmon’s sure to please
when served on my best Spode translucent dish.

My horoscope read, “You’ll have a lifelong friend”;
Ophelia is that friend—with nine lives to spend.

—Mary Downs, AppletonDivas

Ophelia and Cordelia
with an appetite for operatic flair
for translucent arias en plein air
attend California’s House of Caterwaul
to hear Reneé Fleming and the esteemed Sir Paul
performing Tales from Zodiac’s Gemini
star-studded horoscopes align
in night’s libretto sky

—Janet Leahy, New Berlin

Ophelia

translucent with desire
caterwauls
under the bright moon.
Her fate
fixed in the horoscope
of stars
bunched in the sky
like California grapes.
Omens
of a Hamlet without appetite.

—Helen Padway, Milwaukee

Who Will Remember?

Who will remember Ophelia
when the rosemary freezes
in winter’s cold breath?
The stars ignore our horoscopes,
dance to the music of the spheres.
Last year’s lost and abandoned
caterwaul their translucent despair.
We reach through clutching
at the shifting ambiguities of our futures.
Huddled in a Wisconsin winter,
we dream of California nights
waiting for Spring
with voracious appetites.

—JoAnn Chang, Milwaukee
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Backwoods Prose

By gum, I knew’s it were gonna be some bad day
th’way it started with them gosh darn
caterwauling cats next dur. They’s fixin to have
some she-bang sorta deal. Mark my word. I’d a
no sooner started my grits, my appetite what it
being, what it were, like five crows round a dead
rabbit when she came down the road, that thar
tornader named Ophelia. She sounded right like
a transparent, translucent, wait, what the hell,
transcontinentler train machine. Alls she left me
were my kitchen table, newspaper opened to my
lucky horror scope, which said, “True love is on
the horizon.” Problem is, last time I looked,
horizon’s somewheres out in California.

—Jeanie Tomasko, Middleton

Always the Actor

Her morning Horoscope says there’s danger
in the waning moon; beware the fool.
But she can’t help her California appetite
for youth and sexiness and though her shape
has changed she still can pack it into stretchy
tight blue jeans, headphones caterwauling
Big Band tunes. She’s a morning walker
in the mall. Look how rhythmically
she sways, disappearing, reappearing
in the storefront’s glass translucency.
And at her heels, a spritely gentlemen,
an elder walker too. She’s his Ophelia,
he, her Hamlet, only gently aged.
The world is still their stage. See how she
hesitates just outside the Moonstruck
bridal shop; watch the old fool swoon.

—Mary Wehner, Fond du Lac

Namesake

Her horoscope must have been against
her that night, the stars misaligned
above a translucent moon, her owners
away in California, when her mother

gave birth to seven kittens. She the last one,
trapped in the birth canal, oxygen-starved
came out deaf, the runt they called Ophelia.
No one wanted her so she stayed with her

mother, becoming in old age like a twin—
gray with tiger stripes – distinguished only
by her voice – an unearthly  caterwaul—
and her appetite for canned sardines.

Not at all like her namesake, she seemed
perfectly placid and sane, unaware of tragedy
in her silent world, even purring raucously
during her final visit with the vet.

—Nancy Jesse, Madison

Cliff Notes

Ophelia clicks on the ASTRO bookmark,
checks her horoscope. Words sent
direct from the shifting alignment of stars
and planets to fingers and keyboard
make her life, until now a confusion,
translucent. The imp within—its harsh
judgments, its crabbed appetites—stills.
At last the message is clear. Move on.

She googles Travelocity, buys
a one-way ticket to a sunny state.
Her laugh invigorates the flowers
in her hair. Ignoring Hamlet’s
caterwauling, she scatters their petals
in his wake, then boards the plane
to California. Paradise awaits.

—CJ Muchhala, Milwaukee

Ophelia

Ophelia, my fluffy, saucy cat,
caterwauled this morning, her appetite
dog-husky. She was impatient, waiting
for hot freshly shredded pepper-chicken
topped with a diced California prune
all upon her pink translucent platter.
After breakfast, she read her horoscope.
Her future would hold sun-soaked naps,
color-treated dreams.
“Read mine,” I asked, a tad too late.
Already she was deep-sleep smirking.

—Linda Aschbrenner, Marshfield

Ophelia

The raccoon family’s routine includes a nightly descent
from their den in the backyard oak
a dig through the compost bin to find a gem to whet their appetite
and a caterwaul when a rind of California cantaloupe won’t be shared

The winner carries it to the pool to be dipped
in the translucent water for a thorough wash
being careful to avoid the family swimmer
who floats on her back and considers her starry horoscope

—Coral Bishop, Madison

Sailor Boy

On a hotel roof
in San Diego, California,
caterwaul of sirens
and hookers muted,
I read my horoscope
and fed my appetite
for loneliness
and chemicals.
The minutes crept past
slow as thunder.
Smog lit by night lights glowed
like a translucent shower curtain,
and I wept,
thinking of home,
of Ophelia’s head
resting over my heart.

—Mike Koehler, Appleton
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The joy that is felt at the sight of new-fallen snow is inversely proportional to the age of the beholder.—Paul Sweeney

Big Eddie’s Diner...on a cold night in January

and I smell violets before I feel her slip onto the stool
next to me. “My name is Ophelia,” she whispers,
“I just got here from California.” No uggums for this
girl. She wears a skimpy tee shirt, faded horoscope
undulating across her significant front. Her skin is
translucent. Now, lots of guys I know have a yen for
pale women. They like waifs. I know better and satisfy
my appetite for the ghostly with a love for the hearty:
biscuits and gravy, mashed potatoes, Wonder Bread
with butter. Any one of these will keep you content
for hours, won’t disappear at midnight, leaving a fellow
alone and cold, caterwauling under a hunger moon.

—Katy Phillips, Waukesha

Submit via email, either pasted into the message or attached
as a Word document, to:  mlt@uwm.edu.

Or send via snail-mail to:  Marilyn Taylor, 2825 E. Newport
Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53211.

Membership status must be current to be considered for
publication on these pages.

Theme for Fall issue:
A Last Will and Testament

See page 16 for more specific submission
information.

Deadline: Friday, August 6, 2010

At sunset

sip of California Chardonnay
caterwaul of Leo rising
sharpen both appetite and memory
we were as spirited as royal beasts
nurtured by our world and by each other
what horoscope could have cautioned

against such a turning
too quickly those lusty days were spent
now bones grow brittle
skin translucent as Honesty in August
I touch your face
desperate as Ophelia
for the life of you

—Virginia Scholtz, Oconomowoc

A Half Empty Cup

Ophelia’s horoscope reads,
Look for a gentler love today.
With pause, she contemplates her quiet heart.

Ophelia distracts herself with singing,
despite complaints of the caterwaul.
No appetite to speak of,
she rises from the table,
leaving behind her half empty cup.

She walks by the river –
a translucent vision –
her hair the color of the California sun.
Ophelia sits among fallen branches
and looks up.

—Cristina M. R. Norcross, Oconomowoc

Ophelia’s Lament

Quit the caterwauling, Ophelia!
You know what Hamlet is like—

the man is unreliable,
indecisive,
moody.

Check his horoscope, woman—
You know those Libras
have an appetite for the dramatic!

Hamlet’s emotions are so transparent—
no? translucent, then,
hovering about like shadows.

Ah, Ophelia,
in another time, another place,
you might have been a California girl!

—Elmae Passineau, Wausau

Greely, Be Damned!

Tonight, Ophelia, take your leave
from California, land of dreams
and golden realm of appetite.

You read last night your horoscope
which said that to recover hope
you should attend a furry friend.

And later ’neath translucent moon
you heard a cry, a wailing croon,
a caterwaul: “Meow-kee! Mil-wau-kee!”

You listened. You resolved, You sighed,
remembering winter. You thought twice,
but now shall eastward, homeward, hie.

—Karen Middleton, Wauwatosa

She must have been a Scorpio

Ophelia’s horoscope drew her to
California where her eager
translucent eyes and expansive
appetite left her breathless as she
caterwauled in six secret languages
to the unsuspecting moon.

—Judy Wucherer, Menomonee Falls
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It isn't enough to talk about peace. One must believe in it. And it isn't enough to believe in it. One must work at it.—Eleanor Roosevelt

General Account:  submitted by Nancy Rafal, treasurer
Balance January 1, 2010 $50,941.25

Income: Dues $4,697.50
SOAR scholarship 250.00
PayPal memberships 96.60
5 for 4 CD interest 45.57
Conference reg. Spring ’10 1,003.00
Total Income: $6,092.67

Expenses: Museletter+other printing/mailing ($1,359.99)
N. Rafal—postage/supplies (39.03)
Check printing (48.20)
M. Kriesel—’09 conf. supplies (81.89)
Ramada-Stevens Point-lodging (6,013.33)
Postmaster-bulk permit & stamps (246.80)
Asher & Wood LLC-tax prep (400.00)
James H. Olson-attorney (350.00)
Marilyn Taylor-Poet Laureate Travel Fund (500.00)
WFOP Calendar Fund-new member calendars(80.00)
Bank Service Charge (45.50)
Lodge@Geneva Ridge-conf. dep. spring ’11(500.00)
Adjustment (72.00)
Total Expenses: ($9,736.74)

Total $47,297.18
Closing Statements Balance on March 31, 2010 $47,317.18

Outstanding checks ($20.00)
General Account Balance on March 31, 2010 $47,297.18*

*$25,000 of this is invested in three interest bearing CDs. One $5,000 CD (22 months)
for the General Account to help bridge the gap created by “5 for 4” and two $10,000
CDs (13 months) the interest from which goes to the Literary Fund for our contest prizes.

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Jackie Langetieg, Literary Fund Co-Chair
Balance January 1, 2010 $1,347.72

Income: MUSE Entry Fees $399.00
Chapbook Entry Fees $222.00

$621.00

Expenses: Chapbook Judge ($300.00)
MUSE Judge ($300.00)
Triad Poets Choice Prizes ($100.00)
Postage -Chapbook ($88.00)
Postage-MUSE (132.00)
Postage-Misc. (11.45)
Chapbook-First (300.00)
Chapbook-Second (100.00)
Total Expenses: ($1,331.45)

Total $1,407.27
Closing Statement Balance on March 31, 2010 $637.27

Outstanding checks ($770.00)

Literary Fund Balance on March 31, 2010 $637.27

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance January 1, 2010 $5,022.81

Income: Calendar Sales $2,786.70
Total Income: $2,786.70

Expenses: Postage ($240.20)
Total Expenses: ($240.20)

Calendar Account Balance on March 31, 2010 $7,569.31

To coincide with our federal tax filing our fiscal year is April 1 to March 31.

General Fund $47,297.18
Literary Fund $637.27
Calendar Fund $7,569.31
Total $55,503.76

January 1, 2010 through March 31, 2010
Fiscal Fourth Quarter Financial Report United Poets Laureate Meet in

Kansas

So what does happen when you mix a bunch of poets
laureate in the wilds of Kansas on the Ides of March? We
found out last weekend when we brought together Marilyn
L. Taylor (poet laureate of Wisconsin), Mary Swander (poet
laureate of Iowa), Walter Bargen (past poet larueate of
Missouri), Jonathan Holden and Denise Low (past poets
laureate of Kansas), and me, the present poet laureate of
Kansas. The reading we gave together at the Spencer
Museum of Art drew together over 85 people, some of
whom drove long distances to be there.

The reading was joyous, funny, moving, surprising, and it
proved something I’ve believed for a long time: if you
haven’t found a poem you like, you just haven’t read enough
poetry. Walter Bargen read poems full of local and universal
nuance and quirks of humor and grace. Mary Swander began
with banjo music, some old-time singing, and then led us
into the world she created in The Girls On the Roof, her
book of poetic monologues that tell the story of a
community overcome by a flood. Marilyn Taylor told us she
was a formalist, so she “plays in a box,” then dazzled us
with a crown of sonnets on the very liberal arts. Jonathan
Holden showed us how poetry can capture the sound and
many layers of meaning of the sound of the meadowlark.
Denise Low, in response to Mary Swander reading poems
about Missouri, and Walter Bargen joking that he meant to
read a poem about Iowa in revenge, read poems about Iowa,
Missouri, Wisconsin and Kansas. And I read poetry from my
new book, Landed, about place, time, body and earth.

That evening, we had a little poet laureate dinner, sharing
stories both moving and strange, and the next day, we met
for a long breakfast before exploring downtown in time for
Lunch Laureati: Brown Bag It With the Poets Laureate. At
this event, held at the Lawrence Arts, we had a lovely
discussion with participants about the writing life, artistic
process, how and why we write, and ways we keep the
writing alive.

Meeting more during the afternoon and evening, we
started dreaming up what comes next, and this is it so far:
the United Poets Laureate having a convergence same place,
same time next year, but this time with poets laureate from
throughout the country invited. We also are planning to edit
a collection of poetry by poets laureate, to be published in
2011. For more, check out our new website: http://
unitedpoetslaureate.wordpress.com/

By Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg
WordPress.com
March 19,2010
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 Never allow a person to tell you no who doesn't have the power to say yes.—Eleanor Roosevelt

WFOP Triad Poetry Contest Rules 2010
1. Contestant must be a current WFOP member in good standing.
2. There is no entry fee. Do not send a SASE. Entries will not be returned.
3. Entry Form must be completed in full, included with the submission and postmarked by the contest deadline date listed

on the Entry Form.
4. Contestant may enter only one, original, unpublished poem in each category. The same poem may not be entered in more

than one category. Categories are described on the Entry Form. Note: Only poets who have not won a monetary award
in a WFOP contest are eligible for the Kay Saunders Memorial New Poet category.

5. Manuscript must be typed on 8½” x 11” white paper, one side only, one poem to a page. Type the category in the upper
left corner.

6. Writer’s name should not appear on the page with the poem.
7. Only the winners will be notified prior to the Fall Conference where the presentations will be made. The names will be

posted on the WFOP web site and included in the Museletter following the conference.
8. The First Place winner in each category will be ineligible to enter that category again the following year.
9. Prizes will be awarded only if:

a. there are sufficient entries
b. the contest judge determines that an entry warrants an award.

10. WFOP is not responsible for lost manuscripts. Entries will not be returned and there will be no notification if an entry is
disqualified for failure to follow any of the above rules. Author retains all rights to her/his work.

11. Prizes are: Theme: Other Places: Travel by Air, Sea, Land or Imagination $100, $50, $25
Poet’s Choice: $100, $50, $25
Kay Saunders Memorial New Poet: $100, $50, $25

12. Deadline: August 2, 2010

2010 Muse Prize Winner Announced

Winners of the First WFOP Chapbook Prize

The Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets awarded its 2010 Muse Prize for Excellence in Poetry to Jeanie Tomasko, Middleton,
at their recent Spring Conference held at Holiday Inn Main Street, Green Bay. Tomasko received an engraved crystal trophy
and a $200 cash prize.

The winning poem, “Until You Knew”, was chosen by judge Richard Terrill whose new collection of poems is Almost Dark
(University of Tampa Press). His previous books include Coming Late to Rachmaninoff, winner of the Minnesota Book
Award; and two books of creative nonfiction, Fakebook: Improvisations on a Journey Back to Jazz and Saturday Night in
Baoding: A China Memoir, winner of the Associated Writing Programs Award for nonfiction.

Sherry Elmer, Hilbert, received second place for her poem, “Breathless” and third place honors went to Susan Niemele
Vollmer, Rice Lake, for her poem, “Beauty Shop.”

Honorable Mentions were awarded to Mary Wehner, Fond du Lac, for “Composition in Low Light”, Karl Elder, Howards
Grove, for “A Natural History of the Muse”, and Jerry Hauser, Green Bay, for “Street of the Grizzly Bear.”

The first winners of the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets (WFOP) inaugural Chapbook Prize were announced on April 25th,
at the Green Bay conference. Poet Heather Swan of Madison won first place and a prize of $300.00 for her 2009 chapbook,
The Edge of Damage, published by Parallel Press. Karla Huston, Appleton poet, was runner-up, winning $100.00 for her
2009 chapbook, An Inventory of Lost Things, published by Centennial Press. Oliver de La Paz, creative writing teacher at
Western Washington University, was this year’s judge.

The contest deadline for chapbooks published in 2010 will be February 1, 2011. Contestants need not be WFOP members.
Contest information can be found on the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets website, www.wfop.org.
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 One’s philosophy is not best expressed in words; it is expressed in the choices one makes...and the choices we make are ultimately our responsibility.—Eleanor Roosevelt

Name Phone

Street Address E-mail

City, State, Zip

I am a current member of WFOP. The poetry submitted is my original unpublished work and not under
consideration elsewhere.

Signature Date

Complete for each category you are entering

THEME: Other Places: Travel by Air, Sea, Land or Imagination: Length: 75 lines maximum

Title:

First Line:

POET’S CHOICE: No specific subject or form. Length: 75 lines maximum

Title:

First Line:

*KAY SAUNDERS MEMORIAL NEW POET: No specific subject or form. Length: 75 lines maximum

Title:

First Line:

*I have not won a monetary award in any WFOP contest (New Poet contestants only).

Signature Date

Send entry by August 2, 2010 to: Richard Swanson
7320 Cedar Creek Trail
Madison, WI 53717

Submit this single form for entering in more than one category.

WFOP 2010 Triad Poetry Contest Entry Form
Deadline: August 2, 2010
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MarketsMarketsMarketsMarketsMarkets
Attention Mental Health Specialists: Rattle, 12411 Ventura Blvd., Studio City, CA 91604 is seeking poetry submissions
from psychologists, psychiatrists, therapists and mental health nurses for a special winter issue #34, deadline August 1, 2010,
Tim Green, editor. Send either by snail mail or in the body of an e-mail to tim@rattle.com. Cover letter required.
(Editor’s Note: At one time the Greek philosopher, Plato, said that poets were possessed by divine madness. What Plato
neglected to add is that the cure often inhibits creativity.)

Marketing Requests Your Feedback.  As I explore literary publications, most of the ones I find are sponsored by colleges
and universities. There are hundreds of them: (i.e.) Cream City Review, UW-Milwaukee. Madison Review, UW-Madison.
Wisconsin Review, UW-Oshkosh. Southeast Review, Florida State. Crazyhorse, College of Charleston. Tin House, Reed
College in Portland, Oregon. Mid-America Review, Central Missouri State. Barn Owl Review, Akron University. . . . etc., etc.,
I could go on for a dozen pages. All of these publications solicit poetry. For their guidelines go to their websites. Beware their
reading times. Many read only between the first of September and the end of March for any given year. For a more complete
list of literary magazine publications go to http://www.jefferybahr.com/Publications/PubFacts.asp. Click on Submission
Resources. After you have that list, I can turn in my resignation as your Marketing Curator. The question is: what has been
your experience submitting your poetry to these numerous academic backed publications? I suffer poetic paranoia, suspecting
they favor the writing of their undergraduate protégés, spouses, and mfa graduates. And, why wouldn’t they? E-mail your
opinion to John L. Campbell, jcampbell52@wi.rr.com.

The Chronicle Review, February 21, 2010, an article by David Alpaugh (too long to cover here) http://chronicle.com/article/
The-New-Math-of-Poetry/64249/  says “writing and performing poetry is the easiest way to satisfy the American itch for
fifteen minutes of fame”, a cynical and factual synopsis of poetry and its future. Alpaugh predicts that this year over 100,000
poems will be published. In an ocean of mixed metaphors and a sea of salty similes Alpaugh makes one want to reach for a
lifejacket.

Ascent Aspirations Magazine, publishes 2x a year spring/summer, fall/winter as well as monthly online. Each print edition
operates as a contest requiring a fee of $5/poem and $10/three poems. David Fraser, Editor. No fee to submit poetry for
online publication to ascentaspirations@shaw.ca

Blue Mountain Arts (greeting card company) poetry contest, deadline June 30, 2010. Prizes $300/$100/$50. Seeks poetry
about special emotions and feelings about someone or a special occasion. Submit online or send to SPS Studio Poetry Card
Contest, PO Box 1007, Dept. E, Boulder, CO 80306 Google Blue Mountain Arts for more details.

2011 Big Bridge is seeking poetry for an anthology that can be woven into the tapestry of work by Beat poets, slam poets,
Black Arts and Hip-Hop, poems that work on the page and on stage. Send 3 poems, a photo and bio to
Jason.lee.braun@gmail.com.

Big Bridge, a webzine edited by Michael Rothenberg, opens September 1st for submissions. Simultaneous submissions
accepted, as long as you notify the editor of where the work will be published. Send electronically to
walterblue@bigbridge.org.

The Cartier Street Review (website: thecartierstreetreview.blogspot.com) Joy Leftow, Editor, 99 Hillside Ave., New York,
New York 10040. E-mail: violetwrites@nyc.rr.com On-line publication 4x a year, circulation 1000 to 2500. Submit with bio
<40 words.

Chiron Review, 522 E. South Ave., St. John, Kansas 67576-2212 is researching a new format, Michael Hathaway is not
accepting submissions until September 1, 2010. Issue #90, their spring edition has an excellent article about Jack Kerouac’s
daughter and novelist, Jan Kerouac.

ESC! Magazine, an online zine published by Michael Potter, PO. Box 115 Huntley, IL 60142-0115. Website
www.escmagazine.com. Open to new writers since 1992. Submit max of 5 poems either electronically with brief bio in the
body of an e-mail ESCpoetry editor@gmail.com or snail mail with SASE. No handwritten submissions please. Publishes 2x a
year. Also open to short stories and black and white art work.

The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.—Eleanor Roosevelt

John L. Campbell  • 17800A Caribou Pass • Brookfield, WI 53045-2141 • jcampbell52@wi.rr.com

Markets  continues on page15



15

The giving of love is an education in itself.—Eleanor Roosevelt

Membership Renewal Form
KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT. Dues for the 2010 year were due January 1, 2010. If your mailing label
doesn’t have (10) (P) (L) or years beyond ’10 after your name, please pay your dues immediately  to keep your membership
current. Dues MUST be current to participate in the Triad contests and to be published in the Museletter poetry pages.
Mail to: Nancy Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0340.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

Email address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

***5 for 4 Deal***
$100 paid now will give Active
members 5 years of member-
ship for the price of 4 (2010-
2014)! Save $25.00!

The Journal, Department of English, Ohio State University, 421 Denny Hall, 164 W. 17th St., Columbus, OH 43210-1340.
Read year round, publishes 2x a year, spring/summer and autumn/winter. No electronic submissions, 6 poems or less per
submission.

Hummingbird, (no website) Phyliss Walsh, Editor, uses short poetry <8 lines. Publishes 2x year. March and September.
Good market for Haiku. Mail to Attn: Ms. Walsh, Harbor Village, 5600 Mockingbird Lane, Greendale, WI 53129  (414) 421-
2335

Plainsongs, Laura Marvel Wunderlich, Editor, Department of English, Hastings College, Hastings, Nebraska 68901. No e-
mail submissions. Six poems max. with SASE. Publishes 3x year, deadlines August 15, November 15 and March 15. Laura
said she publishes poets from all over the world. Students have their own creative writing newsletter. Their Readers’ Board
selects 3 poems from each issue to honor with comments and a $25 honorarium. Contributors receive 2 copies and a one year
subscription to Plainsongs.

Poetry & Writers Magazine announced that they have added another 38 literary magazines, most of them publishing poetry,
to their data base. Maybe you can get there before I do: http://www.pw.org/literary_magazines?apage=*  That’s one whopping
website!

NO LONGER PUBLISHING:

Free Lunch, we regret to inform you: editor, Ron Offen suffered a stoke. Publishing ended November 2009.

Passport Journal, inactive

Markets  from  page 14

In Memory

Marian F. Holtan passed away on Friday, February 19, 2010 in Colorado. She was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on March
23, 1914 to Henry B. Fleischer and Inez Horn Fleischer. On February 6, 1943, she married William J. Holtan, a Field
Artillery liaison pilot trained by the Army Air Corps.

Marian graduated from Milwaukee State Teachers’ College with a BE degree in June 1935. She received her MA degree
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, in 1942. She taught English courses (composition, creative writing and
communications skills) for more than 50 years. She was, until her death, a member of the WFOP. Her poetry was included in
issues of the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar. She moved to Colorado to live with her daughters in the late 1990’s.

Survivors include her four daughters, six grandchildren and two great grandsons.

Marian Holtan
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“Poems By Our Membership” Pages
Theme & Guidelines Fall ’10

Write a poem as though it were a last will and
testament—your own or someone else’s.  It can be
rhymed or unrhymed, free verse or formal. Maximum
length, 21 lines. Only one poem per member, please.
Email submissions vastly preferred, either as part of the
body of the message or as a MS Word attachment. Send
to: mlt@uwm.edu. Snail-mail grumpily accepted to
Marilyn Taylor, 2825 E. Newport Avenue, Milwaukee,
WI 53211. Snail-mailed poems will be recycled. Please
include both your name and home town in your
submission!

Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar 2011
Coming Soon

The 2011 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar should be out in a
couple of weeks. Pre-orders are accepted with check made
out to WFOP calendar. Members and submitters will receive
the book for $9.00 and retail is $13.95. Vendors will get the
usual 60/40 so the cost to them is $8.37. Postage should be
close to last years’. A postage increase is strongly waving in
the wind but I will try to avoid an increase for this issue. I
can really use some help at locating new vendors as the
economy has cost us quite a few. You needn’t go door to
door, just check and see if they have carried or want to carry
the calendar and I can send them information, call them or
make a brochure available for download so you can make up
a few for when you shop or travel. VPs, if you are willing,
take preorders and  can send bulk quantities to save postage
over all. I think everyone is going to enjoy this issue! Sandy
Lindow, Peg Lauber...and your helpers...Thank you..Michael
Farmer PO 555, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202,
mfarmer1876@gmail.com

Books for Sale in Poetry Publications section $5.00 per
listing (This price is not discounted to Members. Discount
is built into the one free listing per book, per year).

Sizes
Business Card ......................... $25.00
Quarter Page ........................... $50.00
Half Page .............................. $100.00

Prices are for camera-ready advertisements. Specialty designs
or advertisement setups are available at a price to be
determined. Contact Museletter editor if interested in
purchasing advertisements.

Museletter Advertising Rates


