
Recently, I read an opinion that Langston Hughes could perhaps have been an
even better poet if he had focused entirely on his writing. The premise was that by
allowing himself to become the default spokesperson for the Harlem Renaissance,
he sacrificed time and energy that could have been spent on developing his poetic
voice. However, with that sacrifice, he brought more attention to the Harlem
Renaissance, thereby allowing other poets in that movement attention they might
not otherwise have gained.

Of course, it’s impossible to know whether Hughes would have been a better
poet if he had devoted himself more selfishly to his work. After all, being a poet is
about more than just figuring out “the best words in the best order” (much as I
respect Coleridge). It is at least as much about seeing things in a unique way, and
that requires a wide range of life experiences.

Hughes’ experiences as the central figure of the Harlem Renaissance may well
have directed his thinking in ways it might not have traveled otherwise; they may
well have made him a better poet than if he had remained a more solitary figure.
That’s a question worth more research.

One thing is for certain: Someone had to be the central figure. Someone had to
lift the banner around which others could rally. Which brings me to the central
issue of this president’s message: The WFOP is always in need of volunteers.

Currently, our most pressing need is for a regional vice president in the
Northeast Region (check wfop.org/regions.html for a map). If you know of
someone who would be a good candidate, please drop me a line via email at
les@lestersmith.com or via ground mail at P.O. Box 12, Elkhorn, WI 53121. Or
you can call me at 262-215-4726. If you have any questions about the position, I’d
recommend contacting one of our current regional VPs; you can find them listed
on the front page of the Web site. Of course, you are also free to contact me
directly.

Also, Peter Piaskoski has expressed a desire to resign as the Membership Chair
as soon as we can find someone to take his place. You can contact him with
questions about the position, or, again, contact me directly.

Finally, I’d ask that every member make it a point to consider ways you might
enhance the organization. For example, our annual student contest would benefit
tremendously if every parent and grandparent in the WFOP simply let his or her
local schools know about the competition. For that matter, the WFOP itself could
stand to be more visible to our fellow Wisconsinites, so why not call in to mention
the organization on radio talk shows, reference it in a letter to the editor of your
local newspaper, or even wear a WFOP T-shirt or sweatshirt in public? Even
easier: Buy a few extra WFOP calendars—even last year’s at a discount—and
leave them at your local doctor’s, dentist’s, and optometrist’s office. Give people
something enlivening to read while also spreading the WFOP’s influence.

That last idea was mentioned during the general meeting at our Spring
Conference this year. Kudos to James P. Roberts for assembling such a fine team
and doing such a fine job. We had 99 people signed up by Friday night.
These things just keep getting bigger and better.

Yours,

Les

WWWWWisconsin FFFFFellowship
OOOOOf PPPPPoets

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Museletter
founded 1950

President Vice-President Secretary Treasurer Membership Chair
Lester Smith Michael Belongie Bruce Dethlefsen Nancy Rafal Peter Piaskoski
W7955 Creek Rd. Lot 307 1421 Hiawatha Drive 422 Lawrence Street P.O. Box 340 2105 E. Lake Bluff Blvd.
Delavan, WI 53115 Beaver Dam, WI 53916 Westfield, WI 53964 Baileys Harbor, WI 54202 Shorewood, WI 53211
les@lestersmith.com poetpow@charter.net proeta@excite.com mrsticket@dcwis.com kppi2105@sbcglobal.net

Summer 2008

President’s Message

Welcome to the new members of
the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
that have joined since the Spring
Museletter issue:
Lisa Cihlar Brodhead
Geoff Collins Marshall
Shari Cummings Cashton
Kathleen Eull Waukesha
Vince Gotera Cedar Falls, IA
R. Chris Halla Appleton
Roger Lasley Northfield, MN
Allan Long Stoughton
Bo Mackison Madison
Michael Nevitt Sturgeon Bay
Julie Shaull Madison
John Walser Fond du Lac

New member inquiries should be directed to
Peter Piaskoski, the membership chair. His
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

Every situation - nay, every moment - is of infinite worth; for it is the representative of a whole eternity.— Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Editor: Christine Falk

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street West Lakeville,
MN 55044
(952) 985-5375
thefalks@frontiernet.net

How to reach
the Editor

MuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletterMuseletter
Deadline
August 1, 2008
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East Region

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Do the thing you fear, and the death of fear is certain.— Ralph Waldo Emerson

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Annie Parcels, East Regional Co-VP
2148 Ludington Avenue
Wauwatosa, WI 53226

bigtreesandwater2@yahoo.com
and

Shelly Hall, East Regional Co-VP
1703 Elder Street #207
Waukesha, WI 53188
shellylou58@aol.com

Stephen Anderson participated in the
National Poetry  Month reading entitled
“April Showers, Milwaukee Poets” at
the Harry W. Schwartz Bookshop on
April 17th.

Anjie Greene-Martin read poetry at
Good Harvest in Pewaukee in March
and with the Wasteland Poets at St.
Francis High School in Wheaton, IL in
April.  She received an honorable
mention in WFOP’s Muse contest for
her poem, “Room in New York, 1932.”
Her poems recently appeared in Avalon,
and are upcoming in Toward the Light.
In conjunction with the Alice Baker
Memorial Library in Eagle, WI, Anjie
will lead a free nature writing workshop
at the Eagle Municipal Building on
Saturday, July 12th from 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. To register, call (262) 594-
2800, as space is limited.

Sharon Foley had a poem entitled
“Wish” published recently in Plainsongs,
Winter 2007 issue.

Jane Kocmoud had her poem, “What
Lies Ahead,” accepted by Christian
Science Monitor. A poem she entered in
Free Verse’s “Time Travel” contest won
second place.

Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP
3931 S. County Road O

Maple, WI 54854
janchronister@yahoo.com

Jan Chronister’s poem “On the Road
to Rochester” was accepted for
publication in Volume 17 of Talking
Stick, an annual anthology of the Jackpine

West-Central Region

Writers’ Bloc of northern Minnesota.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Ann M. Penton, Sarona, had a poem
accepted for the 2009 Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar and has received a recent run
of Honorable Mention awards for poems
in: Free Verse (2007 Summer Haiku &
Summer Outdoors Contests), the 2007
WFOP Triad (Poet’s Choice Contest),
& Byline Magazine’s (Seasons Contest
& Eating Contest).

Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP
1308 16th Ave. E.

Menomonie, WI 54751
lindowleaf@gmail.com

After a longer winter than expected,
finally it’s planting time in the Chippewa
Valley. Poems that were kept indoors
over the winter can now get out and get
some sun. In March, Nadine S. St. Louis
and Yvette Flaten were part of the
popular Jazz at 5 music and poetry series
at the State Theater. The April 9th Poetry
Month Celebration at Eau Claire Public
Library was well read and well-attended,
maybe the best one ever.

Nadine S. St. Louis was consulting
poet in two half-day poetry workshops at
South Middle School in Eau Claire,
reading from her own work and
discussing students’ work with them.
She also judged the 2008 Kirkwood
Formal Poetry Award entries at UW-EC
and read from her poetry at the
presentation event.

Yvette Flaten won first place in the
WFOP Muse competition for her
excellent poem, “OK, Here We Go.”
Flaten’s poems “Doing Fractions” and
“My Son Arrives From Seattle” have
been published in the April issue of Free
Verse.

Sandra J. Lindow’s poem, “Tea With
Peter’s Mother,” was read as part of
Science Fiction & Fantasy Poetry Night
at the Santa Catalina Branch of the
Pasadena Public Library, April 14, 2008.
Her poem “Why Barbie Won’t Keep
Her Shoes On,” has been published in
Just like a Girl: A Manifesta, an
anthology of poetry for and about girls.
Her poems “Frost Patterns” and “Calling
the Mover,” are out in the Free Verse,

April 2008.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Gamze and Patrick T. Randolph have
welcomed in the breath of Spring with
large openly grinning arms. Patrick’s
poem “Winter Classroom” received
second place honors from The Rockford
Review’s national poetry contest. His
poetry will also appear in the Istanbul
Literary Review, Ceremony, Quill &
Parchment, The Rockford Review,
Bellowing Ark Magazine, The 2008
Goose River Press Poetry Anthology,
and the 2008 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.
He is currently working on a poetry
anthology for the homeless. If you are
interested in submitting your work, please
send 1-5 poems with an SASE to Patrick
T. Randolph/Apt. 828/804 Cass Street/
La Crosse, WI 54601. Thank you for
your interest.

Jane-Marie Bahr, Menomonie, has
published “January Cold Snap” in the
spring issue of Hummingbird.

Would you like to be the Northeast Regional
VP? Contact Les Smith if interested.

Barbara Larsen and artist friend,
Francha Barnard, sponsored a contest
called “Letters in the Attic” in Free
Verse magazine. They published a
Broadsheet as a result. Four Northeast
Region poets appeared in it: Loraine
Brink, Anita Beckstrom, Hanne Gault
and Sharon Auberle. Larsen’s Pine
Ridge, 1937, poem-sketches from the
Great Depression, will be given in a
stage performance arranged by Don
Burdick, retired from the  UW-Oshkosh
drama department, at Bjorklunden
Seminar Center in Baileys Harbor on
May 3rd. Milda  Steinbrecher will join
him in the reading. Her other activities
have included readings at the Peninsula
Art School, the Unitarian Church and
participation in “Families on Families”
at the Meadows Gallery in Sister Bay,
the 10th annual Poetry/Art show. She
has had poems published in the 2009
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar and the
Pulse. She had  “A Link With Poets
3,000 Years Ago,” an article about
ancient Canaanite poetic forms published
in Free Verse #95.

Northeast Region

Northwest Region
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The world is divided into two classes, those who believe the incredible, and those who do the improbable.— Oscar Wilde

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

South-Central Region

“Just Write” Poetry Club (the poets
corner) established by Mark D.  Falcone
and Kathy Mallon has presented two
poetry readings in April. The first was on
April 8th at the Kress Library in De Pere,
and the second on April 15th at St.
Norbert Abbey. This past year Mark had
the members focus on Haiku and Sonnets.
The club meets four times  in September,
November, January and March and meets
at St. Norbert Abbey. Just recently Mark
has become a member of the Academy
of American Poets. Mark’s first
publication Fiery Mouthed Dragon
published by Dorracne and Co.
Philadelphia, in 1975 has become
somewhat of a collectors item. Two
autographed copies were spotted on the
internet Biblio.com and Tomfolio.com
selling for over $500 a copy.

Mary Jo Stich has received an
honorable mention for  a poem in the List
Poem contest in Byline Magazine and
second place for a poem in the Eating
Poem category.

An open mic reading to celebrate
National Poetry Month was held on
Tuesday, April 29th at Novel Ideas
Bookstore in Baileys Harbor. The
following poets read: Sharon Auberle,
David Clowers, Michael Farmer,
Hanne Gault, Barbara Larsen, Estella
Lauter, Ralph Murre, June Nirschl,
Nancy Rafal and Judy Roy.

Kathy Miner and Nancy Rafal
traveled to Chicago to hear Mary Oliver
on April 2nd. Ms. Oliver read to a
standing room only audience at the
Rubloff Auditorium in the Art Institute.

Judy Roy and June Nirschl had
poems accepted for the 2009 Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar and participated in a
reading at the Sister Bay Library.

James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP
324 Kedzie Street #30
Madison, WI 53704
jrob52162@aol.com

Greetings to all survivors of the Spring
2008 WFOP Conference! What a
wonderful time we had together—full of
fun and surprises. We have much to
cover, so let’s get on with the column.

OLD NEWS THAT DIDN’T MAKE

IT INTO THE LAST ISSUE:  Yvonne
Yahnke won first place in the Free Verse
Magazine “Refrain” Contest. Her poem
was titled “Airport.”  Richard Swanson
had one of his peace poems picked up off
the Net recently by a woman from western
Massachusetts, who read it as an
introduction to an evening of jazz at a local
coffeehouse. James P. Roberts, Ronnie
Hess, Margaret Caron Meade, Kathy
Miner were among the WFOP poets who
read their work and spoke about poetry to
a group of 7th and 8th grade kids at the Mt.
Horeb Elementary School in January.

A last minute addition who read at the
Winter Festival of Poets at Avol’s was
Lisa Marie Brodsky.

Ronnie Hess, Laura Sims, and Judith
Strasser did a reading called “Memoirs,
Chapter and Verse” at Avol’s Books on
February 19th.

Judith Zukerman represented the
WFOP at the Third Annual Madison  Reads
Leopold event—Saturday, March 1st.  A
wide variety of celebrity and citizen readers
read selections from A Sand County
Almanac and other works by the great
conservationist and teacher Aldo Leopold
at the UW Arboretum Visitor Center,
Madison; coordinated by WFOP member
Kathy Miner.

Cathryn Cofell read on March 3rd at
the Montello Public Library.

Sarah Busse had a poem “Near
Christmas Once” featured on the Verse
Daily website on March 8th.

Regent Neighborhood Poetry Club
continues to meet once a month —usually
on a Monday or Tuesday night—at The
Froth House in Madison, hosted by Ronnie
Hess.  A Poetry Exercise Night, facilitated
by Angela Rydell has begun meeting on
the 3rd Thursday of each month, 6:30-
7:30 p.m at The Froth House.

Fabu, Madison’s Poet Laureate has
begun “Bus Lines”, a collaborative project
involving a high school poetry competition
that will print selected poems on the
placards right above the seats on Metro
Transit busses in the 2008/2009 academic
year. Students whose work is selected will
also be invited to read their work at the
Wisconsin Book Festival next October.

On April 1st, poet Lisa Marie Brodsky
read from her new book, We Nod Our
Dark Heads at Avol’s Bookstore.

Richard Roe and  Lynn Patrick Smith
teamed up to perform with words...and

music! at the Village Booksmith in
Baraboo on April 11th.

CX Dillhunt read poetry as part of
the Wisconsin Literary Networks
Reading Marathon at Borders-West on
Saturday, April 12th.

Susan Elbe and Wendy Vardaman
joined Karla Huston, and Marilyn
Taylor in reading from “Letters to the
World: Poetry from the Wom-Po
Listserv.” at Avol’s Bookstore on
Sunday, April 13th.

WFOP member Bill Scanlon sent
out reminders about April 17th being
“Poems in Your Pocket Day.” Also
that evening was the reading for the
winners of the Wisconsin Peoples and
Ideas Magazine Writing Contests at
Avol’s.  Gillian Nevers took 2nd place
in Poetry, while Sarah Busse, Lisa
Cihlar, and Judith Strasser took home
Honorable Mentions.

On April 18th Andrea Potos read
from Yaya’s Cloth at A Room of One’s
Own Bookstore in Madison.

Ray Hsu read along with Kaisa
Ullsvik-Miller, author of Unspoiled
Air, and Matthew Guenette, author of
Sudden Anthem at Avol’s Bookstore
on April 19th.

Robin Chapman read from her new
poetry collection Smoke and Strong
Whiskey, with Anne Shaw, author of
Undertow, and winner of the 2007
Lexi Rudnitsky Poetry Prize at Avol’s
Bookstore on April 20th.

Kimberly A. Blanchette read from
her new CD release All Natural at
Books ‘N Brew in Milton, Wisconsin
on April 22nd.

Evelyn Gildrie-Voyles held a
workshop on autobiography in poetry
and performance at Avol’s on April
24th.  F.J. Bergmann, Charles
Cantrell, and James P. Roberts
participated, along with Evy’s bouncing
baby.

Susan Elbe sends news of the
following achievements: My book,
Eden in the Rearview Mirror, won the
Honorable Mention for the 2007 Posner
Poetry Award from the Council for
Wisconsin Writers. I also took the third-
place prize in The Poetry Center of
Chicago’s 14th Annual Juried Reading
judged by E. Ethelbert Miller. I have
two poems reprinted from my book in
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It is a funny thing about life; if you refuse to accept anything but the best, you very often get it.—Somerset Maugham

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

Mid-Central Region
Wisconsin People & Ideas (Winter
2008):  “This Map of Skin” and “My
Mother Isn’t Dead,” and another poem
from the book, Scheherazade, was the
featured poem on Verse Daily on April
12th. It can be read in the Archives.

Margaret Caron Meade has had
work published recently in Free Verse,(
this last summer)  Irish Stew, Sweet Anne
and Sweet Pea, Westward Quarterly,
the Great Lakes Pilot, A.K.A. Great Lakes
Mariner, a paper of folklore, fables and
other historical events concerning the
U.P.

Lorelee Sienkowski has had her poem,
“Do This That I Ask You,” accepted by
The Lutheran Journal for their next
quarterly edition. Two of her poems,
“Mistress Mary” and “Today Starts
White-tail Season” have been accepted
for the new MATC Yahara Journal.  The
Journal will be available after the release
on May 2nd at the college.

James P. Roberts had a new collection
of poetry, Dancing With Poltergeists,
published by Popcorn Press and released
during the WFOP Spring 2008
Conference.

I want to send out thanks to R. Virgil
Ellis, Lynn Patrick Smith and Ruth
and Jim Nichols for their participation
in the Spring 2008 Conference.
submitted by
James P. Roberts, South-Central Regional VP

Shoshauna Shy began the distribution
of the fourth Poetry Jumps Off the Shelf
project, “No Direct Route Home.”
Postcards featuring the work of 30+ poets
from all over the country were paired
with the original abstract art of Sarah
Spencer and incorporated into the
Madison Public Library’s National
Poetry Month displays at four branches,
and were also made available at three art
galleries, a bookstore and a cafe in
Madison.  Shoshauna took part in a
reading celebrating the publication of an
anthology titled Letters to the World by
Red Hen Press at Avol’s, and had poems
published in Just Like a Girl: A
Manifesta,  MO: Writings from the River,
and The Writer magazine.

Sara Parrell, Madison, won the first
place award in the Poetry Center of
Chicago’s 14th Annual Juried Reading
Contest, judged by literary activist and

award-winning poet E. Ethelbert Miller.
Andrea Potos won the Sow’s Ear

Poetry Review Prize, judged by Marge
Piercy.  Her poems are forthcoming in
Women’s Review of Books, Poetry East,
Main Street Rag, Ars Medica, and the
anthologies  Women. Period. (Spinsters
Ink) and Hunger and Thirst (City Works
Press).

Josephine Zell participated in the
Summer Solstice Poetry Reading on the
Summer Solstice, 2007, in support of
Holy Wisdom Monastery in Middleton.
She had three poems inthe March/April
2008 issue of Bellowing Ark.

Ia Bolz organized “A Night of Bedtime
Stories, Fables & Fairy Tales With a
Twist (For Children 21 to 121)” at Barnes
& Nobles Booksellers in Appleton which
was rescheduled on May 5th due to the
snowstorm on February 18th. She and
several creative writers read their original
satirical or political/social bedtime
stories, fables and fairy tales based on
the storytellers of yore (ie. Grimm
Brothers, Aesop, etc.).

Ia will organize and host the fourth
annual Art/Poetry Ramble in the Fox
Cities September 2008.  Watch for details
at a later date.

Cathryn Cofell was a finalist in
Margie’s 2007 Strong Medicine Contest
and for Dirty Napkin’s 2008 Gerald Stern
Poetry Prize.  Her poem “Remote
Control” appeared on the Daily Palette,
a University of Iowa website featuring a
new work every day from an Iowa artist,
writer, or publisher. “Walkabout”
appeared in Marilyn Taylor’s article in
the April 2008 issue of The Writer called
“Brainstorm Your List Poem.” Other
work was accepted or published by
Margie, Nerve Cowboy, Mothers and
Sons Anthology, the Museletter and the
2009 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.
Cathryn was also part of the center spread
(not THAT center spread) in Women
Magazine featuring Fox Cities authors,
was judge for the Sheepshead Review
Rising Phoenix Award and was a featured
reader at The Pump House in La Crosse
and at Harmony Café’s National Poetry
Month Jam in Appleton.

Merle Hazard had a poem,

“Dawning” accepted for the 2009
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

Joan Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP
800 Ver Bunker Avenue
Port Edwards, WI 54469

joanjeff@wctc.net
Poets from the Mid-Central Region

attending the spring WFOP Conference
were Linda Aschbrenner, Bruce
Dethlefsen,  Lincoln Hartford, Joan
Wiese Johannes, Jeffrey Johannes,
Lucy Rose Johns, Mary Lou Judy,
Michael Kriesel, and Jim Pollock. Joan
continues as Regional Vice-President,
Bruce Dethlefsen as Secretary, and
Michael Kriesel as Conference
Manager. Mary “Casey” Martin with
the Wisconsin Center for the Book
organized a publishers’ showcase and
readings at the Prairie Chicken Festival
in Milladore in April. Jim Pollock was
one of the featured readers. Jeffrey
Johannes and Hugh Mechesney read
at the McMillan Coffeehouse in
Wisconsin Rapids with the Poetry
Towers. Joan Wiese Johannes, Jeffrey
Johannes, and Jim Pollock were Free
Verse poetry contest winners recognized
in Issue #95. Joan Wiese Johannes
placed in the Letters in the Attic Contest,
the New Year’s Resolution Contest, and
the Page Two contests. Barbara
Cranford, Joan Wiese Johannes,
Michael Kriesel, Jim Pollock, and Kris
Rued-Clark had work in Free Verse
#95. Barbara Cranford conducted a
poetry workshop in Hancock in April.
Linda Aschbrenner received the
Christopher Latham Sholes Award from
the Council for Wisconsin Writers for
outstanding support and encouragement
of Wisconsin writers. Linda
Aschbrenner was a semi-finalist in the
short story contest sponsored by
Wisconsin People & Ideas. Linda
Aschbrenner with Marsh River Editions
published two chapbooks this spring:
Blue Lace Colander by Timothy Walsh
and Two Off Q: A Conversation in Poetry
by June Nirschl and Judy Roy. All
poets are invited to attend the Final Friday
open mike. Readings are held the last
Friday of the month at 7:00 p.m., January
through October, at Thimbleberry Books,
166 S. Central Avenue, Marshfield.
Readings are also held the first Thursday
of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Coffee
Cabin, W7829 State Highway 73/21 at
Village East Plaza, Wautoma.

Central-Fox Valley Region
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I didn't lose the gold. I won the silver.—Michelle Kwan

General Account: submitted by Nancy Rafal, treasurer
Balance January 1, 2008 $49,883.06

Income: Dues $3,040.00
Woodland Pattern Marathon-contributions 25.00
’08 Spring Conference Income 1,381.00
5 for 4 CD Interest 109.45
Total Income: $4,555.45

Expenses: Museletter $923.81
K. Miner-Avols Calendar Reading 12.24
N. Rafal-postage/supplies 53.41
Postmaster-Bulk Mail Permit 175.00
Cafe Wren-reading 25.00
Kelly Green-reading 25.00
Total Expenses: ($1,214.46)

Closing Statements Balance on March 31, 2008 $53,419.05
Outstanding checks ($195.00)
General Account Balance on March 31, 2008 $53,224.05*

*$25,000 of this is invested in three interest bearing CDs. One $5,000 CD (22 months) for the
General Account to help bridge the gap created by “5 for 4” and two $10,000 CDs (13 months)
the interest from which goes to the Literary Fund for our contest prizes.

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Susan Kileen, Literary Fund Co-Chair
Balance January 1, 2008 $1,170.25

Income: Muse Contest Entry Fees $651.00
Donation $100.00
Total Income: $751.00

Expenses: Postage-Muse $19.05
Supplies-Muse 18.37
Total Expenses: ($37.42)

Closing Statement Balance on March 31, 2008 $1,883.83
Outstanding check ($300.00)

Literary Fund Balance on March 31, 2008 $1,583.83

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance January 1, 2008 $4,357.81

Income: Calendar Sales $1,769.94
Total Income: $1,769.94

Expenses: Postage $123.31
Total Expenses: ($123.31)

Calendar Account Balance on March 31, 2008 $6,004.44

To coincide with our federal tax filing our fiscal year is April 1 to March 31.

General Fund $53,224.05
Literary Fund $1,583.83
Calendar Fund $6,004.44
Total $60,812.32

January 1, 2008 through March 31, 2008
Fiscal Third Quarter Financial Report

This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP
MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright
2007-08.  For more information, please send a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author

Blue Lace Colander Poetry Timothy Walsh
Marsh River Editions, 2008
$12.00 includes shipping
Available from:
Timothy Walsh
710 Emerson Street
Madison, WI 53715
twalsh@wisc.edu

A Chapbook of Eights Poetry Sylvester Regan
(ont he beatitudes) Available from:

The Jot & Title Co.
W3276 CTH V
Sheboygan Falls, WI 53085
$12.00 pp & tax

Psalms to Go Poetry Sylvester Regan
159 Cinquains See above for ordering info

Constellation of the Poetry F.J. Bergmann
Dragonfly Plan B Press

To order:
http://fibitz.com/books/
constell.html

Porch Shadows Poetry Betty Irene Priebe
2719 Sandra Lane
Waukesha, WI 53188
beudorapg3@aol.com
(262) 542-6761
$12.00 postage included
Publisher: Goldfish Press

Psalms Poetry Ralph Murre
Little Eagle Press, 2008
$12.00 plus $3.00 S&H
Available from:
Ralph Murre
6016 Cave Point Drive
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
caparem@charter.net

Second Welcome Poetry Fran Newhouse
Available from:
Prairie Bookshop in Mt. Horeb
(608) 437-4118
$10.00 plus shipping

Smoke and Strong Poetry Robin Chapman
Whiskey Publisher: WordTech

Available from Amazon.com or
from Robin at:
205 N. Blackhawk Avenue
Madison, WI 53705

Two Off Q: a conversation Poetry Judy Roy & June Nirschl
in poetry Marsh River Editions

$12.50 includes shipping
Available from:
Judy Roy
PO Box 211
Baileys Harbor, WI 53202-0211

Waking Up At Woodland Poetry Jean Biegun
Dunes 1409 26th Street

Two Rivers, WI 54241
biegun1@juno.com
$5.00 plus $2.00 shipping
Proceeds benefit Woodland
Dunes Nature Center, Two
Rivers

Poetry Publications

The 2008 Muse Prize for Excellence in Poetry was judge by
Linda Andrews. There were 162 entries which included 107
WFOP members and 55 non-members.

First Place: Yvette Viets Flaten, “OK, here we go”
Second Place: Dennis Idzikowski,  “Wisconsin Places”
Third Place: Judith Harway, “My Grandmother’s Babies”
HMs: Thomas Erickson, “Ghazal for a Crow”

Anjie Greene-Martin, “Room in New York,
1932”

Gary Jones, “Snake in the Attic”

2008 Muse Prize Winners
Announced
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Foreign Destinations

Poems by Our Membership / ����� ��������, ������

HOMESICKNESS

J’arrive òu je suis étranger.
—Boris Vian

Mental illness
is a country I left a long time ago.
I miss the mountain views and small grazing animals.
Sometimes I go up to the attic, open the trunk,
take out the national costume I once wore,
and try it on to see if it still fits.

Postcards come
when I least expect it—they say only
Wish you were here,
with no signature and no return address.
The picture on the other side is always
an unretouched black-and-white photo
of a beaver dam,
or a pile of corpses heaped for burning;
I have never been able to decide which.

I send in
the annual application for reinstated citizenship
and receive by return mail a temporary visa,
stamped Invalid Until Further Notice,
and a request for financial disclosure.

When I hear
the national anthem I take off my hat,
place my hand over my heart,
and clouds cover the face of the sun.

—F.J. Bergmann, Poynette
    previously appeared in Southern Poetry Review

THE BRIDGE TO LLANRWST

They serve coffee, milky tea,
and the most seductive scones in Wales,
along with clotted cream and orange marmelade
in the Ty yr Bont, house by the bridge.

Outside, the high-arched bridge hushes
the muscled roar of the River Conwy.
Each of the span's rough stones is numbered
and placed in sequence, rising to the keystone,
without mortar, rusting iron, or creaking wood.

Daffodils bloom beside the road
as each car waits its turn to pass.
For six centuries,
the bridge has been one lane.
Because of the arch, drivers
are blind to oncoming traffic. A volunteer
stands in the middle, confidently waving her arms
in one direction, and then the other.

Images such as rush hour, cell phones, McDonalds,
or suicide bombers, are only distant realities.
Here at this point, architecture, history,
and luscious scones meet
without wail of remorse,
or even a honking horn,
for a nice cup of tea.

—Lincoln Hartford, New Lisbon

             PLUM MILEAGE

 Depending on the tartness,
              inversely proportional to the
                       distance from the pit,
                      One bite
                            can,
                               on the right day
                                    in the right time zone,
              hurl me back a few decades
                  across a weave of longitudes
                        and latitudes
                to South Australia
                                And
                     into the branches of an
                                apricot tree
                     (fruit of similar tartness)
                 where a hide-and-seek game
                    is lost
                             due to the
                                      spitting
                                             of a pit

—Katrin Talbot, Madison
    previously published in Anew

GO BREWERS

I am in a gay bar in London thinking
about the Milwaukee Brewers.

Ian, a wiry and pale little kid, wants
to get laid and while he feverishly works
the room, I sit at the bar alone
with my thoughts of rotations, missed
double plays, line drives in the gap.

There is a collective consciousness
in the air; a cloud that brushes the shore
of my small island in the Antipodes. I
am an interloper wearing Chuck Taylors
and an invisible sign.

There was a kid from my class who died
of AIDS. I wasn’t mean to him,
but I couldn’t say I was nice
either. I guess I just ignored him.
Better to pretend he wasn’t
even in the room.

—Thomas J. Erickson, Whitefish Bay
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ROMAN HOLIDAY

The Basilica of St. Prassede contains the most outstanding remaining work of Byzantine art in all
of Rome. The floor is made from polychrome marble; on the walls and ceilings, the mosaics of
variegated colors and gold represent Christ surrounded by angels.

Frommer's Memorable Walks in Rome
It’s the woman on the church step,
her blackened hand outstretched,
a nursing child at her exposed breast
that contradicts my mood as I leave
St. Prassede,
makes me a victim
of the coin withheld.

On the street, the sunlight
blinds me. This stillness of
the moment burns
so strong it hurts.
All things – church, street
dust, stones, weeds,
even the fat pigeons
pecking gritty sidewalk –
everything burns.

The woman’s eyes blaze.
My mouth is full of ash.
And this all
takes but one
hard instant.

—Nancy Jesse, Madison
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SO QUICKLY BLENDING IN

You arrive alone, against your will,
without any planning or passport,
no warning whatsoever.
Language immersion learning
becomes a must—to link
with those onshore there before you
and listen to the local island guides
all talking fast in carcinoma-speak.

Can you sift through and
assimilate all they're saying:
aggressive invasive lobular?
multi-focal? ductal in situ?, sentinel nodes?
estrogen receptor status? staging?
mastectomies, possibly plastic surgery—
reconstruction?
Can you translate these hissing sounds back
into your own life, that one
in which you so recently, so casually, roamed,
not feeling tongue-tied?

You can’t fathom the specialized menu,
but get served something— maybe cycles
of red Adriamycin and clear Cytoxan,
mixed with anti-nausea meds,
a chaser of Tamoxifen—
and all their sundry side effects.
Ever so quickly, your own fickle hair follicles
follow the bald crowd.

—Ann Penton, Sarona

Theme for Fall issue:
“Parenting”

Deadline: Friday, August 1, 2008

OUR LADY OF THE MILKY WAY
Copacabana, Bolivia

She is sold at a hundred stalls
wrapped in plastic
stiff skirts arrayed around her
in organdy layers

She is gold, silver, pale blue
Black hair frames a milky face
She does not smile
She holds a doll

She stands on the crescent moon
stars like horns circle her head
Buy her, festoon her with lights
bury her in flowers

purple sprays of gladiola
tiny scented orchids
thin, crackling tissue paper
Offer her riches

drape her in the black night cloak
of the animals, the cuyo, the guso, the chinchilla
Watch the heavens turn around her
She does not move, she does not give

comfort: we are not asking
the easy road, the quick journey
She is our lady of the candelabra, of the white wax
of the puma, of the high niche.

—Judith Barisonzi, Cumberland
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2009 Calendar Book Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $2.50
2-3 books: $3.50
4-5 books: $4.50
6-10 books: $6.00
over 10: Call or email

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a
contributor, a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. There now
is no limit to the number of calendars that members may purchase at the wholesale rate of $8.00 each (retail price is $12.95). Please use the
following form to place your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2009, PO Box 555, Baileys
Harbor, WI  54202-0555 Phone: (920) 839-2191 Email: mfarmer@dcwis.com (Information is for in-house use only and not to be sold, traded
or given away.)

I would like books @ $8.00 each $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges:

Shipping and handling: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

I would like copies of the RETAIL brochure to
distribute to potential individual buyers.
I would like copies of the WHOLESALE brochure
for bookstores, gifts shops and other potential sellers in my community.

 The minute you start talking about what you're going to do if you lose, you have lost.—George P. Shultz

WFOP Triad Poetry Contest Rules 2008
1. Contestant must be a current WFOP member in good standing.

2. There is no entry fee. Do not send a SASE. Entries will not be returned.

3. Entry form must be completed in full, included with the submission and postmarked by the contest deadline date listed on
the entry form.

4. Contestant may enter only one, original, unpublished poem in each category. The same poem may not be entered in more
than one category. Categories are described on the entry form. Note: Only poets who have not won a monetary award
in a WFOP contest are eligible for the Kay Saunders Memorial New Poet category.

5. Manuscript must be typed on 8½” x 11” white paper, one side only, one poem to a page. Type the category in the upper
left corner.

6. Writer’s name should not appear on the page with the poem.

7. Only the winners will be notified prior to the Fall Conference where the presentations will be made. The names will be
posted on the WFOP web site and included in the Museletter following the conference.

8. The first place winner in each category will be ineligible to enter that category again the following year.

9. Prizes will be awarded only if:
a. there are sufficient entries
b. the contest judge determines that an entry warrants an award.

10. WFOP is not responsible for lost manuscripts. Entries will not be returned and there will be no notification if an entry is
disqualified for failure to follow any of the above rules. Author retains all rights to her/his work.

11. Prizes are: Theme: Water $50, $30, $20
Poet’s Choice: $50, $30, $20
Kay Saunders Memorial New Poet: $50, $30, $20
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A day of unselfish purpose is always a day of confident hope.—Woodrow Wilson

Name________________________________________ Phone ______________

Street Address__________________________________ E-mail _______________

City, State, Zip__________________________________

I am a current member of WFOP. The poetry submitted is my original unpublished work and not under
consideration elsewhere.

Signature______________________________                Date________________

Complete for each category you are entering

THEME: WATER Length: 75 lines maximum

         Title:  __________________________________________________________

         First Line: _______________________________________________________

POET’S CHOICE:  No specific subject or form.  Length: 75 lines maximum

          Title: __________________________________________________________

          First Line:  ______________________________________________________

*KAY SAUNDERS MEMORIAL NEW POET:   No specific subject or form.  Length: 75 lines
maximum

          Title: __________________________________________________________

         First Line: _______________________________________________________

*I have not won a monetary award in any WFOP contest (New Poet contestants only).

                     Signature________________________           Date_________________

Send entry by August 1, 2008 to: Richard Swanson
7320 Cedar Creek Trail
Madison, WI 53717

WFOP 2008 Triad Poetry Contest Entry Form
Deadline: August 1, 2008
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We must accept finite disappointment, but we must never lose infinite hope.—Martin Luther King Jr.

The Markets column will return in the Fall issue.

The Northern Agrarian, a new online journal devoted to news, opinion and literature from an agrarian perspective originating
from Wauwatosa, WI is now accepting poetry of high quality. Please send no more than three poems at a time via email (no
attachments, please) to the following address: thenorthernagrarian@bigstring.com Please write
“Poetry Submission” in the subject box. We do not pay. Poetry is its own reward. The editor is John Kaufman.

Mobius: The Journal of Social Change is looking for poetry and fiction submissions for upcoming issues. To get an idea of
the kind of work we like to publish, read the latest issue, which is now available in Madison and other cities, for free, at most
independent bookstores and coffeeshops. Please e-mail (preferred) poem submissions to the Poetry Editor and fiction submis-
sions to the General Editor. Postal (if you must) submissions may be sent to the address below. We prefer poems that are not
didactic rants—and rhyming work had better be very, very good, or very, very funny. We read submissions year-round.
Annual (4 issues) subscriptions are $10, but the journal is available locally for free. F.J. Bergmann, Poetry Editor
demiurge@fibitz.com - Fred Schepartz, General Editor fmschep@charter.net - Mobius: The Journal of Social Change, 505
Christianson St., Madison, WI 53714 mobiusmagazine.com

Membership List Available to All
Members

   Fellowship members are entitled to receive a list of
members at a minimal cost. This list includes names,
addresses and phone numbers of members, but not email
addresses. The price of the list is $2.00 which covers the
postage (free if sent to members by email). Please send cash
or check payable to Chris Falk. E-mailed lists will be sent
as a .PDF which requires Adobe Acrobat Reader. Acrobat
Reader is available as a free download from
www.adobe.com. In order to receive the list, members must
sign an agreement and submit it with each request. This form
can be obtained by contacting Chris Falk (address info on
page 1) or on the website at www.wfop.org.

MarketsMarketsMarketsMarketsMarkets
Judith Zukerman  • PO Box 5442 • Madison, WI 53705-0442 •
jzukerman7@earthlink.net

Books for Sale in Poetry Publications section
$5.00 per listing (This price is not discounted
to Members. Discount is built into the one
free listing per book, per year).

Sizes
Business Card ........... $25.00
Quarter Page ............. $50.00
Half Page ................ $100.00

Prices are for camera-ready advertisements.
Specialty designs or advertisement setups
are available at a price to be determined.
Contact Museletter editor if interested in
purchasing advertisements.

Museletter Advertising Rates

Poet Laureate Fund Tops 10K!
Thanks to your donations, the Wisconsin Poet Laureate

Fund has reached its initial goal of $10,000. That amount
enables it to become a “permanently endowed fund” which
generates 5% ($500) interest each year. That interest will be
used to help pay for gas, copying, phone, food and other
expenses, as the Laureate travels the state promoting poetry.
Now that we’ve established the baseline for an endowment
fund, we can move forward toward our ultimate goal of
$25,000 for the Poet Laureate Fund-so we’re not quite
finished. But we thank you!
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Thinking is the hardest work there is, which is probably the reason why so few engage in it.—Henry Ford

Membership Renewal Form
KEEP YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT. Dues for the 2008 year were due January 1, 2008. If your mailing label
doesn’t have (08) or beyond after your name, your dues were past due as of January 1st. Dues MUST be current to
participate in the Triad contests and to be published in the Museletter poetry pages.
Mail to: Nancy Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0340.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

Email address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

***5 for 4 Deal***
$100 paid now will give Active
members 5 years of member-
ship for the price of 4 (2008-
2012)! Save $25.00!

Workshops & Writing Opportunities
Redbird Studio Celebrates 15th Summer
For more info see www.redbirdstudio.com or call Judy Bridges at 414-481.3195.

SHUT UP & WRITE! with Judy Bridges
“I learned more in this class in one night than I have in all my other classes put together.” SU&W is a mix of lessons, serious
writing, coaching and encouragement. Small groups. Highly individualized program. All levels. Fiction and nonfiction.
6 Monday evenings 6:30-9:00 $345
Summer: Jun 23, 30, July 7, 14, 21, 28
Fall: Sep 22, 29, Oct 6, 13, 20, 27

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP with Marilyn Taylor
“Quality, thoughtful critiques in a stimulating environment.” Marilyn is an award winning poet known for her warmth and
leadership. Poets present works in progress for discussion and feedback. Best for intermediate level and above.
Summer: Wed. Jun 25, July 30, Aug 27 6:30-8:30 $65
Fall: Tues. Sep 16, 30, Oct 14, 28 6:30-8:30 $85

WRITERS’ ROUNDTABLES
Roundtables are the heart of Redbird. Led by experienced writer/teachers, they combine the best of college workshops and
living room groups to give you structure, support, healthy feedback and the opportunity to build a network of writing friends.

with Robert Vaughan (fall dates tba)
4 Monday mornings 9:30-12 $85
Summer: May 19, Jun 16, July 14, Aug 18
4 Thursday evenings 6:30-9 $85
Summer: May 22, Jun 12, Jul 17, Aug 21

with Judy Bridges (fall dates tba)
Pre-Requisite: Shut Up & Write! plus 5 pages submitted for instructor approval
4 Tuesday afternoons 12-2:30 $85
Summer: May 13, Jun 17, Jul 8, Aug 12 (filled)
4 Wednesday evenings w/Judy, 6:30-9 $85
Summer: May 7, Jun 11, Jul 16, Aug 6

Northwoods Wetlands and Poetry Trip
August 11-14, 2008
Leaders: Mary Linton and Todd Davis
Registration: $350, limited to 12 participants
For more information, visit www.wisconsinwelands.org/poetrycourse08.htm or call WWA (608-250-9971) or Mary Linton
(262-472-1086). Workshops continues on page 12
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The 16th Annual WFOP Invitational Poetry
Marathon will take place 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, June
22, 2008 in the Atrium of Olbrich Botanical Gardens,
3330 Atwood Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin.

The program features 15 poets from around
Wisconsin, and will be announced soon.  For informa-
tion call Fran Rall at (608) 273-9369 or email Wendy
Vardaman, wvardaman@hotmail.com.

WFOP Poetry Marathon to Take
Place in June

Fees include instruction, materials and meals. WWA will
coordinate group equipment (camp stoves, coolers, tents,
etc.) Transportation to start location not included, however
WWA will help coordinate carpooling. You must supply
your own equipment (sleeping bags, daypacks, water bottles,
etc.) and personal snacks. If you decide to stay in the Lost
Lake Cabins (see wisconsinwetlands.org/
poetrycourse08.htm for details), you are responsible for your
own (very reasonable) rental fees.

“Getting a Word in Edgewise”
September 21 to 26, 2008
Marilyn Taylor’s 5-day Poetry Workshop at
Bjorklunden in Baileys Harbor

“The best words in the best order.” Samuel Taylor
Coleridge said it first-- and even now, 200 years later, most
poets agree that this is still the goal to strive for.  We’re
aware, as Coleridge was, that a genuinely successful poem
has far less to do with an “interesting idea” than it does with
choosing exactly the right words for expressing it.

This poetry workshop will focus on our finding and using
those very words—the ones that will help us build our most
unforgettable poems to date. Interesting and very revealing

Workshops from  page 11

exercises will help us reach deeply into our vocabularies,
and take selective advantage of the vast supply of synonyms
that the English language provides. We’ll also try playing a
little fast-and-loose with syntax (word-order), to make sure
our words are affecting our readers exactly the way we
intend them to.  We’ll be creating new poems in the process,
of course, and trying out a few makeovers for our old ones,
too.

For more information, go to www.lawrence.edu/dept/
bjork/08_intro.shtml


