
Be sure to join us at the Fall Conference in Eau Claire November 3-4. Lots will be
happening. We’ll hear poet Joyce Sutphen explore the theme “Finding Your Poet
Center: Looking, Listening, Reading, Writing.” Weather permitting, we’ll have the
chance to explore the meditation labyrinth at Phoenix Park—and for those of you
who haven’t tried one, a labyrinth is a fascinating exercise. I highly recommend it.

We’ll also be electing a slate of officers, who will take their offices at the Spring
’07 conference. Some of our current officers will be staying on, and others will be
moving on. One thing is for sure: I will be in the latter group.

Having served three years as vice president and six as president, I feel it’s time
for someone else to take the wheel. I’m proud of all we’ve accomplished in the
years I’ve served. From our constitution and bylaws, to the Literary Fund and
Muse/Triad Contests, to helping establish Wisconsin’s Poet Laureate, it’s been a
long and satisfying nine years. Now it’s time for someone with a fresh vision and
new ideas.

Not that we’re short on new ideas; the Board has been busy with a number of
proposals. The business of updating our twice-yearly conference format is one.

We have an interesting problem to wrestle with here: on the one hand, many
members have wished for something to “freshen up” the way our conferences run.
They say they’re tired of sitting and listening: they want activities rather than
lectures. On the other, quite a few members resist the idea of changing the Friday-
night open mic or the Saturday “Roll Call” reading. Our mandate reads something
like “let’s do something different, as long as we don’t change anything.”

On a similar note, our regional vice presidents want to modernize our conference
rotation schedule. We are seriously considering choosing one central location
which will always host one of the two yearly conferences, and then rotate the
other one around the state. This may include some re-drawing of regional
boundaries, in order to even out the number of members served by each region’s
vice president.

We may have one solution for two problems here. If, say, we decide to keep the
“traditional” format for the same-time-same-place conference, and innovative
formats for the “traveling” conference, we may be able to give everyone some of
what they want. We’re still in the early stages of the discussion. The Board is
quite open to ideas. Please let us know if you have any suggestions.

Speaking of change, I want to welcome several new members of the Board.
James P. Roberts has accepted the position of South-Central (Madison area)
Region vice president. He replaces Kathy Dodd Miner. Thanks to Kathy for her
many years of service. Welcome, James.

Ia Bolz has stepped down as Fox Valley Region’s vice president. June Nirschl
and Judy Roy have decided to move on after serving as the Northeast Region’s
co-vice presidents. Many thanks to them for their enthusiastic contributions.

We have an innovative solution to the vacancies in two adjoining regions.
Carol Pemrich Hauser and Georgina Meulemans have accepted the position of co-
vice presidents of the two regions. For now, we’ll keep the regions separated in
name; but Carol and Georgina will share the duties for both regions. Welcome
aboard, and thanks for stepping up to the plate.

See you in Eau Claire!
Hugs,
Peter
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Fall 2006

President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets that have joined since the
Summer Museletter issue:

David Beam Glenview, IL
Pat Clark Milwaukee
Ellen Figueira Waukesha
Joan Halpin Madison
S.A.M. Johnson Green Bay
Susan Roupp Rib Lake/Evanston, IL
William Stobb La Crosse

New member inquiries should be directed to
Peter Piaskoski, the membership chair. His
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

We visit others as a matter of social obligation. How long has it been since we have visited with ourselves? —Morris Adler

Editor: Christine Falk

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street West

Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375

thefalks@frontiernet.net
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East Region

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

He who has imagination without learning has wings but no feet. —Joseph Joubert

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Cary Fellman, East Regional VP
303 E. Clay Street #301

Milwaukee, WI 53217
cfellman@netwurx.net

The work of writer Barbara Bache-
Wiig of Waukesha has been published
in the current issue of Kaleidoscope:
Exploring the Experience of Disability
through Literature and the Fine Arts.
Her poem, “Forgive,” appears in the issue
number 53 of the magazine along with
other thematic material representing the
portrayals of disability in the media. Her
work was selected from among more than
200 submissions considered for
publication.

Charles P. Ries was featured in the
first of a two part interview by Michael
Potter of ESC! Magazine; if you would
like to listen to this first installment of the
interview on the internet, go to
www.coffeehousetogo.com, scroll down
to the July 17, 2006 program, and hit
download. Ries’ poetry has been
accepted or will appear in: The Great
American Poetry Show, Wilderness
Literary Review, Barbaric Yawp,
Barking Dogs, FUCK, Retort Magazine,
Andwerve, Crawling Eye, Zygote In My
Coffee, Remark, Drama Garden and
Alpha Beat. Ries’ dueling essay on
women in the small press which he co-
authored with friend and poet, Ellaraine
Lockie appeared first in print in Free
Verse and first electronically in Laura
Hird.Com. It has been accepted to appear
in print in both Ibbetson Street and Poesy.
It has been accepted to appear
electronically in Andwerve, Mastodon
Dentist and Literary Dispatch. Brian
Morrissey’s interview with Ries on the
state of the Poetry Foundation and Poetry
Magazine was featured in Poesy. This
interview has also appeared in Mad
Hatter, Half Drunk Muse, Fullosia, Free
Verse, Mannequin Envy, Underground
Window, Poesia, Laura Hird, Andwerve
and Poetry Repair Shop. Ries’ poetry
book reviews have been accepted or will
appear in: Small Press Review,

Underground Window, Poets Market,
Fullosia, Laura Hird, Moon, Mastodon
Dentist, Word Riot, Cynic Review, and
Beatlick News.

Elaine Cavanaugh recently has been
published in the 2007 Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar, Free Verse, Hummingbird
Magazine of the Short Poem and New
Voice X.

Helen Padway has had poems
published recently in Zillah, Poetica,
and Lucidity.

On October 7th, Marilyn Taylor will be
featured at the “Celebrity Saturday”
event at All Writers’ Workplace &
Workshop in Waukesha.  She will be
presenting a craft workshop from 9:00
until 2:00 that day. Further details will be
available at the All Writers website,
www.allwriters.org.  On October 21st,
she will present a workshop on revision
titled:  “Resuscitating  the Hopeless Poem
“at the Wisconsin Book Festival in
Madison.  Details will follow concerning
time and location. On October 30th,
Marilyn will appear as Visiting Poet at
Fairfield University in Fairfield,
Connecticut. She will present a reading
that evening in Fairfield with the well-
known Connecticut poet, Dick Allen.
And on November 2nd and 3rd, Marilyn
will appear as Featured Reader at the
Great Lakes Writing Festival at Lakeland
College, Sheboygan. She will be
partnered with Sebastian Matthews, son
of the late William Matthews and a
prominent prose-writer and poet in his
own right.  Taylor and Matthews will be
presenting several readings and classes
over the course of the weekend; see the
Festival’s website for details.

The third annual “Food for the Heart
and the Hungry Poetry Reading” to
benefit the Waukesha Food Pantry will
be held Saturday, October 14, 2006
beginning at 6:30 p.m. at Martha Merrell’s
Books & Cafe in downtown Waukesha at
231 W. Main Street.  All poets are welcome
to read and are asked to bring a non-
perishable food item for the Food Pantry.
For more information, contact Liz
Hammond of the Wasteland Poets at
(262) 695-2761.

Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP
320 W. Tyler Avenue

Eau Claire, WI 54701
lindowleaf@yahoo.com

The hottest summer in local history
and Chippewa Valley poets are looking
forward to a cool time November 3- 4,   at
the WFOP Fall Conference in Eau Claire.
July 20th there was a potluck planning
session at Sandy Lindow’s house.  On
July 13th, Eau Claire’s Grand Avenue
Cafe hosted “Poets on Poets: The Truth
of War.”  Among the poets reading, Dina
St. Louis read the work of  Korean veteran,
Rolando Hinojosa; Yvette Flaten read
the work of Vietnam veteran, Marilyn
McMahon; and Denise Sweet read Native
American poets, Joseph Bruchac and
Sherman Alexi. On July 28th, Sandra
Lindow read as part of the regular monthly
open mic readings at Marshfield’s
beautifully renovated Thimbleberry
Bookstore.   On August 12th she read her
speculative poetry at Diversicon Science
Fiction Convention in Bloomington,
Minnesota.  On   August 11th, Peg Lauber
read from her book New Orleans Suite at
the Baraboo bookstore.  September 9th
she will read at 10:30 and 2:00 at the
annual meeting of the International Crane
Foundation in Baraboo.   At 7:00, October
11th, Lauber will be reading at Eau Claire’s
L. E. Phillips Memorial Public Library.

Robert Treu will be doing a reading at
The Pumphouse Regional Arts Center, at
7 p.m., October 19th. The Pumphouse is
located at 119 King Street, La Crosse.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Poet/artist Candace Hennekens will
do a short poetry reading at noon each
day as well as open up her art studio in the
old milk house for the “Falling Leaves
Studio Art Tour,” September 30th-
October 1st, through Fall Creek, Augusta,
Osseo and Fairchild, Her gallery is the
hayloft of the old barn. She will have
paintings on display and for sale, and will
unveil a series of paintings using common
word phrases that involve color and
emotion, such as “Red Letter Day” and
“Black and White.” There are eight
paintings in the series. She will offer her
poetry pamphlet, “Saying Good Bye to
the Bluebirds” and “Autumn on the
Farm” for sale during the event as well.
The pamphlets incorporate her poetry,
photography and art. They are $1 each

West-Central Region
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Don’t bunt. Aim out of the ballpark. —David Ogilvy

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

Northeast Region

on site or $1.50 by mail. Her first pamphlet,
“What Comes First, the Poet or the
Farmer?”, done to commemorate the 50th
Anniversary of the Fall Creek Public
Library, will also be for sale.

Carol Pemrich Hauser, NE Regional Co-VP
800 Green Valley Avenue

Green Bay, WI 54301
iwritepoetry03@hotmail.com

or
Georgina Meulemans, NE Regional Co-VP

1049 Main Street
Wrightstown, WI 54180
meulemans@itol.com

Summer was a lucky season for Barbara
Larsen in Door County. In July she was
second runner-up in the Door
Shakespeare (theater group) contest with
her poem “Orlando’s Song.” The prize
was two complimentary tickets to “As
You Like It” and a Door Shakespeare T-
shirt. In August she was selected as the
First Place Winner in the Peninsula
Pulse’s 2006 Hal Grutzmacher Writers’
Expose and Photography Jubilee. The
prize here was a $200 check and a piece of
handmade pottery from Clay Bay Pottery.
Her poem “Summer Solstice” will appear
in the 2007 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

Ginny Carpentier will have a poem
published in the 2007 Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar.

Judy Roy won first place in a poetry
contest sponsored by Door Shakespeare.
Her poem appeared in the program.  She
also read at The Bridge Coffee House in
Egg Harbor, along with Nancy Rafal and
June Nirschl. Judy also won an
honorable mention in a contest sponsored
by the Peninsula Pulse for her poem,
“Entertainment.”

Mary Jo Stich of New Denmark has
two poems, “Jazz” and “Journey the
Wind” in the latest edition of Irish Stew.

Annette Grunseth had a poem
accepted for the 2007 Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar.

In April, Sue De Kelver was the featured
presenter at the reception for the Green
Bay area high school literary magazine,
Echoes Across the Bay. She won first
place in the Free Verse # 85 haiku contest.
Her poems were accepted for publication
by Tattoo Highway and the 2007
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar. Marilyn

Taylor will include one of Sue’s poems in
her October article in The Writer about
persona poems.

On August 3rd four Nor’easter poets,
Kristin Alberts, Ralph Murre, Rolf Olson
and Sue De Kelver read at the Town Hall
Bakery in Jacksonport.

Joan Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP
800 Ver Bunker Avenue
Port Edwards, WI 54469

joanjeff@wctc.net
Barbara Cranford conducted a poetry

workshop in Hancock in July.
Joan Wiese Johannes, Jeffrey Johannes,

and Barbara Cranford received
recognition in Free Verse Contests #85.
Jeffrey won first place in the pet/animal
poetry contest. Bruce Dethlefsen served
as the judge in Free Verse Contests #85.
Barbara Cranford and Michael Kriesel
had work in Free Verse #86.

Joan Wiese Johannes received
recognition in the Free Verse poetry contest.

Linda Aschbrenner will give a poetry
reading at the Montello Public Library on
October 2nd at 7 p.m..

The Final Friday Open Mic is held at 7
p.m. the last Friday of the month, January
through October, at Thimbleberry Used
and Unusual Books, 166 S. Central Avenue,
Marshfield. All poets are invited to attend
and read.

Michael Kriesel has published a new
chapbook,  Feeding My Heart to the Wind:
Selected Short Poems 1999-2005. See
Poetry Publication for ordering information.
He won 1st place ($120) in the recent Royal
Flush contest in Free Verse magazine, and
1st place ($100) in a contest sponsored by
Blind Man’s Rainbow magazine. In June
he visited 3rd & 4th grade classes at Stettin
Elementary School in Wausau. Pearl
magazine just accepted one of his poems.
He has work in the latest Cup Of Poems,
Free Verse, and Nerve Cowboy. Michael
also just received an honorable mention in
the Peninsula Pulse Poetry Contest.

Carol Pemrich Hauser, Central-Fox Valley
Regional Co-VP

800 Green Valley Avenue
Green Bay, WI 54301

iwritepoetry03@hotmail.com
or

Georgina Meulemans, Central-Fox Valley
Regional Co-VP
1049 Main Street

Wrightstown, WI 54180
meulemans@itol.com

Lee Brezina had a poem, “Novice
Gardener”, accepted for the 2007
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar and a poem,
“Thief”, to be published in the 2006 Fox
Cry Review.

Cathryn Cofell has had work accepted
and/or published by Free Verse, Nerve
Cowboy, Slipstream and the 2007
Wisconsin Poets Calendar.  Cathryn was
also a featured reader on Higher Ground
with Jonathan Overby.

Ia Bolz lead a poetry workshop entitled
“The Art of Poetry Writing: From Haiku
to Rap” on August 2nd as part of the
Appleton Library’s “Writing Matters”
series. She did a one-woman poetry
reading entitled “One-Woman Poetry on
the Fox” on August 15th as part of
Appleton’s Atlas Coffee Mill & Cafe’s
“Tuesday Ladies’ Night” series. Ia
resumes hosting duties at Harmony
Cafe’s “Gourmet Organic Poetry” open
mic in September. “Gourmet Organic
Poetry” takes place every second
Wednesday of the month, 7-9 p.m. All
poets are welcome! September will also
include a poetry slam. Harmony Cafe is at
124 N. Oneida Street, Appleton.

Ellen Kort’s poem, “Medicine
Woman”, was put to music and performed
by “World Voices”, a Twin Cities,
Minnesota ensemble of 40 voices and
instruments. Her “Heron” poem was put
to music and performed by The White
Heron Chorale of Appleton. Her poetry
and art were featured as part of a Hospice,
Inc. fund-raising event in Madison, and
six of her poems have been architecturally
incorporated in Winona Health Hospital,
Winona, Minnesota. She has conducted
poetry workshops for the Wisconsin
Association of Psychologists in
Madison and La Crosse, for a class in the
nursing program and the Fox Valley
Writing Project for Teachers at UW-
Oshkosh, the All Writer’s Workplace in
Waukesha, Fox Valley Technical College,
Appleton, the Oneida Nation, and the
John Michael Kohler Art Center in
Sheboygan.

Mid-Central Region

Central-Fox Valley Region

Northwest Region
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To see what is in front of one’s nose requires a constant struggle. —George Orwell

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP
3931 S. County Road O

Maple, WI 54854
janchronister@yahoo.com

Jan Chronister, Maple, placed second
at the Eighth Annual Poetry Jam in Seeley,
Wisconsin. Jan will be teaching a six-
week class on writing poetry through
WITC-Superior beginning September
19th. The class is  6:30-8:30 on the
Superior campus and students must
register through WITC-Superior,
www.witc.edu.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Margaret L. Been signed and sold her
books at the Price County Historical
Museum, Fifield on July 1st.

Rob Ganson’s poem, “Black Cat
Boogie” was recently published in the
anthology, Brother, My Cup-Coffee
poems from around the world collected
by Ea. His poem, “Old Plow” won second
place in the Dylan Days creative writing
contest in Hibbing, Minnesota. He
participated in a reading there and was
published in Talkin Blues, the official
literary journal of Dylan Days. He
participated in the annual Poetry Jam in
Seely where he took third place. Recently
he has been published five times in The
Reader weekly from Duluth, Minnesota.
Rob’s local writers group (the
Chequamegon Word Affiliate) held a
reading at the bandshell in Ashland on
August 11th.

Frank Konieska, South Regional VP
3633 Honey Creek Rd.
Burlington, WI 53105

konieska@tds.net
The news from the Southeast Region

is that it’s hot here too. If only writing
poetry could cool it off that would be
nice. Frank Konieska just returned from
another fabulous week at Rhinelander.
Another week Head to Head with Ellen
Kort. Who could ask for more. Already
looking forward to next year. Life, and
summer vacations have kept some of our
members away from the writer’s group
meetings but we hope to see them again
when the temperatures go down and
lives get back to normal. Joe Donalies
was to have his daughter get married, and
we know he was busy with that. We’re

still anxiously waiting to hear how that
turned out and whether any sonnets
were written for or about it. All for now.
Trying to catch up from being away.
Looking for some place cool.
submitted by
Frank Konieska, South Regional VP

In July, Anjie Greene-Martin was the
guest poet for the Elementary Creative
Writing Camp at All Writers’ Workplace
and Workshop in Waukesha.  One of her
poems has been chosen to be featured
again in the special anniversary edition
of Mamazine.com. Her abecedarium,
“Somewhere Between Ace and Your
Zipper,” won 5th place in the Royal Flush
(in Spades) contest in Free Verse and will
appear in the fall edition.

James Roberts, South-Central Regional VP
324 Kedzie Street #30
Madison, WI 53704

jrob52162@aol.com
It must be the hot weather we’ve had

this summer. Poetic inspiration is hard to
come by when you’re wilting in the heat
and humidity. Thus, a light column this
time. Be sure to send me any news of
upcoming readings and publication
successes and they will appear in this
column. Also, I’d like to hear from our
South-Central members on any poetry
readings and Open Mics in their area
which I might be able to attend sometime.
Lastly, several people seem to have
changed their email addresses or I have
been getting addresses bounced back.  If
you are a member with an email address
and haven’t been getting my updates
which I send out on a regular basis
whenever I receive news, please contact
me so I can add you on the list. Carry on!

Josephine Zell has four poems in the
Spring/Summer 2006 issue of The
Neovictorian/Cochlea.  In May she gave
a reading, “Capturing the Poem,” to the
Monona Branch of the American
Association of University Women.

Madison poet, musician, and
songwriter Lynn Patrick Smith, whose
full-length poetry book These Little
Scenes has just been published by
Fireweed Press, was the featured reader
at the Avol’s Bookstore Poetry Open
Mic on Thursday, June 1st.

Madison poets Jeannie Bergmann,

South-Central Region

South Region

Gay Davidson-Gielske, Fran Rall, and
Lynn Patrick-Smith joined the
multimedia performance group Fuzzy
Logic at the Café Carpe in Fort Atkinson
on Friday, June 2nd.  Fuzzy Logic consists
of Tom Hamer, percussion, John Sinks,
guitars and synthesizers, and R. Virgil
Ellis, texts and voice. The theme of the
evening was the “bowl,” understood,
Ellis says, as “imagery of the pervasive
sustaining Feminine, the dome of sky,
the Grail, the humble  clay vessel, to name
a few.”

Gillian Nevers recently received word
that her poem, “On Debating a Hunting
Season for Sandhill Cranes,” has been
accepted by Main Channel Voices.  She
believes that the issue will come out
around June 15th.

Peg Sherry is happy to report that she
has placed 2nd in poetry in the Waukesha
Writers’ Bo Carter Memorial Contest!

The 14th Annual Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets Invitational Poetry
Marathon, hosted by Fran Rall, was
held at Olbrich Gardens on Sunday, July
16th.  Like last year, it was an oppressively
hot and humid day.  All the chairs in the
shade were filled, all those in the sunlight
were soon moved into the shade!  South-
Central Poets who participated in the
Poetry Marathon were James P. Roberts,
Jackie Langetieg, Ron Czerwein, Jim
Ferris, Andrea Potos, Judith Strasser,
C.X. Dillhunt, Lang Kenneth Haynes,
and Fran Rall.

Lynn Patrick Smith, poet/songwriter,
read from his new poetry book These
Little Scenes from Fireweed Press at Star
Books in Madison on Thursday, July
20th. He also brought his guitar and
performed a few original songs.

Ron Czerwein was one of the readers
on Thursday, July 27th, at Cafe
Montmartre in Madison, at the literary
event/fund raiser for a new journal called
uglyaccent. More information can be
found at http://www.uglyaccent.com/
index.html
submitted by
James P. Roberts, South-Central Regional VP

Shoshauna Shy has two poems
included in “Text & Texture,” a
collaborative exhibit between seven
poets and seven fiber artists at the
Overture Center in Madison through

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 5
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Reason deceives us; conscience never. —Jean Jacques Rousseau

September 20th.  She also had a full-
length manuscript accepted for
publication by Zelda Wilde Publishing
for release in 2007.

Linda Newman Woito gave a lay
sermon (all her own poetry) at her church
in July, and several of her poems were
published/accepted for publication in
Poetry New Zealand, Free Verse, The
Rockford Review and Wisconsin’s
People and Ideas . Linda’s poetry
received Honorable Mention in the 2006
John Tigges Poetry Contest/Sinipee
Writers’ Conference, and in May she
attended Jeannie Bergmann’s poetry
workshop.  In June, Linda attended poetry
and fiction workshops offered by Iowa
Writers’ Festival with WFOP fellow-
members Suzanne Bergen and Kim
Parsons.

Judith Zukerman  had poems
published in Free Verse. She is
participating in Women’s Words in
Edmonton, Canada and Remember the
Magic at Skidmore from International
Women’s Writing Guild in June in
Saratoga Spring, NY.

What’s Happenin’  from  page 4 Workshops & Contests
Poetry Roundtable
A “home port” for poets with WFOP member John Lehman
First Thursdays 6:30-8:30 p.m. $85
Fall Session: September 7, October 5, November 2, December 7
Redbird Studio–A Writer’s Studio, 3195 S. Superior Street #429, Milwaukee, WI
53207, (414) 481-3195, www.redbirdstudio.com
Wisconsin People & Ideas Statewide Poetry Contest
Entries accepted beginning September 1st. Deadline is December 4th. Lead judge
is WFOP member, Bruce Taylor. The Wisconsin Academy offers cash prizes,
publication in Wisconsin People & Ideas, a reading in April in Madison and a
reading at the Wisconsin Book Festival in October. More information will be
posted by September 1st at www.wisconsinacademy.org.

This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.
Recent publication:  Copyright 2005-06.  For more information, please send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author

The Silent Tango of Dreams Chapbook Stephen Anderson
To order contact publisher at:
Pudding House Publications
81 Shadymere Lane
Columbus, OH 43213
or contact Stephen at:
slaviking@hotmail.com
$8.95
ISBN: 1-58988-413-7

Feeding My Heart to the Wind Poetry To order contact author:
Michael Kriesel
H16550 State Hwy 52
Aniwa, WI 54408-9618
or available through www.sunnyoutside.com
$6.00

Poetry Publications

2007 Calendar Book Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $2.00
2-3 books: $3.00
4-5 books: $4.00
6-10 books: $5.00

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a contributor,
a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. Between now and December
31, you may order up to TEN (10) calendars at the wholesale rate of $7.00 each (retail price is $11.95). Please use the following form to place
your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2007, PO Box 555, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202-0555
Phone: (920) 839-2191 Email: mfarmer@dcwis.com

I would like books @ $7.00 each $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges:

Shipping and handling: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

I would like copies of the RETAIL brochure to
distribute to potential individual buyers.
I would like copies of the WHOLESALE brochure for
bookstores, gifts shops and other potential sellers in my community.
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Arrivals and Departures

Poems by Our Membership / / / / / Wendy Vardaman, Editor

RUMMAGE

Rummage. Was it a noun or a verb?
To my mother, an early bird arrival
at every sale, it was both-

an adjective too
luring her into yards
like a casino

where she gambled
on dragonfly bird feeders,
Legos, summer clothes for next year

plastic pumpkins, Favre hats,
Lion King décor,
American Tourister luggage,

crocheted pillows, glass dishes
shaped like pineapples
for yellow Jell-O

sweaters, pants and
socks she scoured
and scrubbed

but she never departed a sale
with used shoes, thinking
firm support

could not come from
someone else's footprint–
a point-of-view problem.

—Kathryn Gahl, Two Rivers

APOLOGIES FOR BEING LATE AGAIN

My alarm didn’t go off, or
half awake I turned it off.
 I just overslept.
 I spent too much time in the bathroom.
 I thought the meeting started at ten,
 not nine-thirty. I had to go back
 to get my briefcase. The cat got out
 and we had to hunt for her
 all over the neighbors’ yards.
 My doctor’s office called back
 just as I was heading for the door.
 My husband had to drive me,
 and he didn’t start shaving
 till it was almost time to go.
 We hit every red light
 between there and here.
 I forgot I was supposed to be here.
 Nobody told me there was a meeting.
 I didn’t think you’d care.

—Nadine S. St. Louis, Eau Claire

Theme for Fall issue:
“Humor”

Deadline: Friday, November 3, 2006

MILWAUKEE’S FIRST DANCE

Ladies with big south side hair
Spin like tops in polyester pairs.
Fans overhead slowly turn the hot summer air.
Conversations lite as baseball, recipes and Tupperware.

Widowed mothers dance with daughters, turning gently round,
The corner bar dance floor with the south side sound.

5 p.m. Saturday mass is long since past
As the congregation says “amen,” and the pitcher is passed.

Accordion maestro with the greased back hair
Sends sweethearts and old hipsters moving - as if floating on air.

Eighty year old charmer in a bowling shirt
Spins his girl friend wearing a poodle skirt.
Who surrender Medicare worries beneath a disco ball.
Milwaukee's first dance lives again at Sue’s Dance Hall.

—Charles P. Ries, Milwaukee
First Place, Rhyming Category,
2003 Mississippi Valley Poetry Contest
First Place, 2003 OnMilwaukee.com Poetry Contest

DISTANCE DRIVING

Tar-filled cracks rattle under my wheels
on the old road too long,

too narrow,
too straight,
too flat.

How to avoid being numbed
by incessant, unnecessary chatter?

Chew mints,
look for windmills and flowers,
listen to books on tape:

all the small, non-spectacular acts
that earn a destination,

a front door,
a chair beside the window,
a cool drink in a tall glass.

—Sheryl Slocum, Lake Geneva
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Submit poems to:
Wendy Vardaman, 2336 Monroe Street, Madison, WI 53711 OR   wvardaman@hotmail.com

(No Attachments, Please)
Membership status must be current to be considered for publication on these pages.

SUMMER  REUNION
For Rudy Horn 1921-2006

On the lawn west of the summer house,
I watch my husband and daughter riding
in a black Model T Ford so old its radiator holds
by rust and memory; constantly boiling brown
water, it sputters and bounces through daisies
and loosestrife out to the woods and back.

My elderly uncle watches beside me,
leaving an honored space at his side
for my aunt, two years gone. Once
winner of bronze and silver stars for heroism
now he and the car are remnants of an era.
“I could go any time,” he remarks.

A curious pattern of purple bruises
flowers his forearms,  as if his veins, too,
are rusting away.  “We all could,” I say.
“No, really,” he says and as shadows stretch,
I see beyond him that final sputtering
curve through flowers, into the trees.

—Sandra Lindow, Eau Claire

A DECEMBER TRIP HOME FROM THE CITIES

December makes no bones about it:
it is time and no matter how long

and mild the fall the Siberian Express
gathers itself and drops south

silently, slowly, and a hundred
cars are in the ditch within the hour,

and somewhere on the road
my daughter creeps along in a Civic

perhaps up the long steep hill
from the river border, no hat,

no blanket, no coffee can
with candles, no chocolate bar

to see her through should
she too slide sideways down

into the dirty roadside snow.
No call from her for hours,

and I imagine her fingers
and toes frostbitten. But when

she comes she says her knees
were the worst; she’s sorry she’s late.

And I gather her into my arms
safe one more time.

—Peg Lauber, Eau Claire

HERE AND GONE

slipping through the gaping back door
stepping over abandoned school books
lying by the half-closed fridge
spying the knife-impaled peanut butter jar
sliding over PBJ remnants
congealing on the linoleum
rescuing the mangled milk cap
separating door and energy conservation
replacing said cap on 4 tablespoons of milk in jug
navigating over disemboweled backpack
locating the broom
chasing Hansel's bread crumbs out the
gaping back door

—Kathy Keeney, Green Bay

Note new email address

LAST PITCH

Ever miss ending an inning
with a fast ball
right down the middle?
I do.
Batter misses it by a mile;
you trot to the dugout,
guys all slapping you on the back…

When I lean back
I look straight down the hall,
see the podium in the boardroom,
the Big Kahuna
giving his power point presentation,
and I wish I had the old arm back
for just one pitch.

Bottom of the ninth,
count three and two.
You blaze one right down the alley.
The stands go wild.
You walk slowly off the field
tipping your cap to the crowd.

—William T. McConnell, Verona
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Wisdom is the quality that keeps you from getting into situations where you need it. —Doug Larson

Outwit Writers’ Block. Find your Poet Center through looking, listening, reading and writing. Outstanding poet and teacher,
Joyce Sutphen, will guide us through a writers’ workshop that will stimulate the poetic process.

Driving Directions

From the North:
Highway 53 South then turn right on Main Street. Then turn right on Barstow Street; Hotel will be on the right 2 blocks.
From the South:
I-94 West to exit 70 (Highway 53), Travel on Highway 53 north then turn left on Main Street. Then right on Barstow Street.
Hotel will be on the right 2 blocks.
From the East:
Highway 29 West to Highway 53 South then turn right on Main Street. Then turn right on Barstow Street. Hotel will be on the
right 2 blocks.
From the West:
I-94 East to Exit 59 (Highway 124). Then travel on Highway 124 North for approximately 5 miles then exit onto Highway 53
South. Travel on Highway 53 South, then turn right on Main Street. Then turn right on Barstow Street. Hotel will be on the
right 2 blocks.

Friday, November 3, 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.:  Early Bird Art Shows
Local Artists Shirley and Bill Schulman (Menomonie) invite you to see their retrospective show at the Eau Claire Regional Arts
Gallery, 316 Eau Claire Street, a block north from the hotel. The Schulman’s inspirational art catches the beauty of western
Wisconsin’s lakes, meadows and wetlands. Walk across Farwell Street to the L. E. Phillips Memorial Public Library, 400 Eau
Claire Street, to see artist Sally Bowker’s art show.

Saturday, November 4, 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.: The Fanny Hill Dinner Theatre
“A TUNA CHRISTMAS” by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears and Ed Howard
Twelve minutes west of the hotel, Fanny Hill is A Tuna Christmas, the hilarious sequel to the hit comedy, Greater Tuna,
starring Don Hodgins and Mike Cook. Come spend the holidays with all your old favorite citizens of Tuna, Texas. Master
comedians Hodgins & Cook, along with some split-second costume changes, portray all 24 citizens of Texas’ third smallest
town, where the Lion’s Club is too liberal and Patsy Cline never dies. This time, it’s 24 hours before Christmas and all comic
chaos is about to break loose as the delightfully eccentric characters attempt to cope with seasonal traumas such as a disaster
prone little theatre production of A Christmas Carol, and a yard decorating contest that is being sabotaged by a mysterious
Christmas phantom! (Group minimum 20, please email lindowleaf@gmail.com if you are interested)

Saturday, November 4, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Slam Contest, Acoustic Cafe, 505 S. Barstow Street
Draw three words from an envelope. Write a poem. Read your poem aloud. Let the judges decide.

Walk the Labyrinth, Phoenix Park, Shop Barstow
Downtown Eau Claire is located at the confluence of the Chippewa and Eau Claire Rivers. Walk north on Barstow across the
bridge to beautiful, new Phoenix Park. In the natural amphitheater, follow the path of the meditational labyrinth to find your
poet center. Walk south on Barstow to find a thriving community of small businesses, buy authentic Native American jewelry
at The Silver Feather, browse antique stores, and Yellow Dog Knitting, see the Children’s Museum at 220 S. Barstow Street.

Come Early, Stay Late
WFOP Fall Conference

November 3-4, 2006
Downtown Ramada Inn Convention Center
205. S. Barstow, Eau Claire, WI 54701
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The secret of staying young is to live honestly, eat slowly, and just not think about your age. —Lucille Ball

Housing Information

Ramada Inn Convention Center
Downtown Eau Claire
205 S. Barstow
Eau Claire, WI 54701

800-950-6121
715-835-6121
www.ramadaeauclaire.com

Rate: $72.95 (includes complimentary shuttle)
See driving directions, previous page

All registrations and inquiries should be directed to:

Sandy Lindow
320 W. Tyler Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54701-6931
lindowleaf@gmail.com

Early Registration Fees due by September 15, 2006
$25 members and family, $50 nonmembers (includes membership)
Registration Fees due by October 15, 2006
$28 members and family, $53 nonmembers (includes membership)
Walk-In Members: $30

Schedule

Friday, November 3, 2006
3:30-5:00 p.m. Art Show ECRAC Gallery

316 Eau Claire Street
4:00 p.m. Registration Opens
6:30 p.m. Board Meeting
7:00 p.m. Open Mic Reading

Saturday, November 4, 2006
7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast
8:00 a.m. Registration
9:00 a.m. Welcome / Business Meeting
10:00 a.m. Break
10:15 a.m. Roll Call Poems
12:00 p.m. Buffet Lunch and Awards
1:00 p.m. Triad Contest, Bill Wiese-Native Flute
1:30 p.m. Joyce Sutphen Reading & Workshop-

Finding Your Poet Center
6:30-10:00 p.m. Dinner Theater: A Tuna Christmas (option)
7:00-8:30 p.m. Poetry Slam Contest-Acoustic Cafe (option)

Name Phone Date

Address

Email

Will you need space at the book sales table? yes no
Is this your first WFOP Conference? yes no
I am a WFOP member (paid 2006) yes no
My $25 membership fee is enclosed new renewing
Buffet Lunch $12.99 # attending
Registration Fee (see above) (Check made payable to WFOP)
Total amount enclosed
Planning to attend Saturday Night Dinner Theater (do not include payment)
Planning to attend Saturday Night slam contest
Mail to: Sandy Lindow, 320 W. Tyler Avenue, Eau Claire, WI 54701-6931

I understand that room reservations are to be made on my own.

WFOP Fall Conference—2006

Finding Your Poet CenterFinding Your Poet CenterFinding Your Poet CenterFinding Your Poet CenterFinding Your Poet Center
WFOP Fall Conference

November 3-4, 2006
Eau Claire, Wisconsin
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MarketsMarketsMarketsMarketsMarkets
Judith Zukerman  • PO Box 5442 • Madison, WI 53705-0442 • jzukerman7@earthlink.net

This summer I enjoyed choosing one poem each week and writing the poem in my journal each day. At this point
memorizing is harder to do but by writing the poem each day for seven days, the poem becomes a part of me. I notice much
that I would have overlooked otherwise. Credit for this idea belongs to the wonderful poet and teacher Myra Shapiro of New
York City. Revisiting her workshop this summer at the International Women’s Writing Guild Remember the Magic Conference
in June at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York, I returned to this nurturing practice for lovers of reading and
writing poetry. Website:www.iwwg.org, see Meet Authors and Agents, October and April, FOR BOTH WOMEN AND MEN.

Savoring Stanley Kunitz’s poems this summer, “My Mother’s Pears”, “Route Six” and “Touch Me” from his book, The Wild
Braid, this is the opening line from “Touch Me.”

“Summer is late, my heart,...”

Listening to one discouraged WFOP poet who has been submitting work at the last state meeting and spending time with
Stanley Kunitz’s poems, I say, don’t lose heart. Acceptance can be late in coming. Keep writing. Submit your best work. Read
other poets.

Important Market Changes

Patrick Randolph shared the sad news that TMP Irregular will be discontinued after Issue #44, current issue (as of late April
2006) because Kenneth P. Gurney, editor and WFOP member is retiring after that issue. He will leave the site up for one month.
Then the whole e-journal will be gone. TMP Irregular, Kenneth P. Gurney, editor, PO Box 2755, Taos, NM 85471,
www.tmpoetry.com

Chiron Review, last issue #81 in late 2005, this fine journal including a book review by a WFOP member in the last issue has
stopped publishing.

Explore Other Markets

Green Mountain Review: 20th Anniversary Issue Literature of the American Apocalypse
International journal publishing poems, stories and creative non-fiction by well-known authors and promising newcomers
seeks poems, stories and essays for their 20TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE, a double-issue on Literature of the American
Apocalypse. Send literature, darkly comic or deadly serious, that centers on the American dread, inspired by everything
from...see website for details. They will read submissions for this special issue throughout the coming year with a projected
publication date of May 2007. Payment $20 page. Send to Green Mountains Review, Apocalypse Issue, Johnson State
College, Johnson, VT 05656. No electronic submissions accepted. Neil Shepard, general editor & poetry editor. Leslie Daniels,
fiction editor.

Poetry Depth Quarterly, published quarterly, 35 to 60 pages of poetry and art. Submissions by mail or email. Cover letter
required with 3 to 10 line biography. Payment one copy. All poems should be presented as you would like them on the page.
Poems of any length considered but because of page size, only 52 characters, including spaces, will fit on a line. No
simultaneous submissions. Name and address on each page. SASE. Send to G. Elton Warrick, Publisher, 5836 North Haven
Drive, North Highlands, CA 95660 USA. Email submissions, include your legal name and address, to poetdpth@aol.com. Do
not send poetry as an attachment.

Website, www.poetrydepthquarterly.com includes the insights, considerations for acceptance of the editor, Joyce Odum.
Highlights are: choice can be subjective; poem that works, all its parts fit and belong; it is careful and self-respectful of how it
is put together in all its aspects, see website for details; equal care is given to its visual effect on the page; overall balance of
the poem; and one I recognize when I see it.

Although editors may differ as they look for work for their specific magazines, I hope the considerations of one editor will turn
more submissions into acceptances.

We do not remember days; we remember moments. —Cesare Pavese The Burning Brand
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Membership Renewal Form
Dues for the 2006 membership year were due January 1, 2006. Your membership is past due if your mailing label does
not say  (06) after  your name. The new policy states you soon will be dropped from the WFOP member list if you haven’t
paid the ’06 dues. Because of this new policy, a little leeway has been given. Don’t let your membership lapse!
Mail to: Nancy Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0340.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

Email address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

New 5 for 4 Deal***
$100 paid now will give Active
members 5 years of member-
ship for the price of 4 (2006-
2010)! This is a $25.00 savings!

Fiscal First Quarter Financial Report

General Account: submitted by Nancy Rafal, treasurer
Balance April 1, 2006 $48,221.69

Income: Dues $1,425.00
WFOP shirt/mug sales 145.00
’06 Spring Conf Reg 3,525.00
Total Income: $5,095.00

Expenses: Museletter $1,233.94
’06 Spring Conf-Landmark 1,879.82
’06 Spring Conf room refunds 175.00
Jan Weismiller-stipend, gas, room, books 749.90
Student Calendar Contest prizes 145.00
Shorewood Printing-new member brochures 165.00
Community Foundation (Poet Laureate Fund)1,000.00
’06 Fall Conference-hotel downpayment 200.00
Misc. (postage) 39.00
Web domain renewal 10.00
Misc. 8.10
Total Expenses: ($5,605.76)

Closing Statements Balance on June 30, 2006 $47,755.93
Outstanding student contest checks ($45.00)

General Account Balance on June 30, 2006 $47,710.93*
*$25,000 of this is invested in three interest bearing CDs. One $5,000 CD (22 months) for the
General Account to help bridge the gap created by “5 for 4” and two $10,000 CDs (13 months)
the interest which goes to the Literary Fund for our contest prizes.

April 1, 2006 through June 30, 2006

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Susan Kileen, Literary Fund Co-Chair
Balance April 1, 2006 $1,469.60

Income: Donations $156.00
Total Income: $156.00

Expenses: Muse-Cash awards $375.00
Muse-Trophy 212.90
Supplies 8.38
Triad flyer 14.35
Total Expenses: ($610.63)

Closing Statement Balance on June 30, 2006 $1,014.97

Literary Fund Balance on June 30, 2006 $1,014.97

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance April 1, 2006 $6,753.83

Income: Calendar Sales $793.85
Total Income: $793.85

Expenses: Calendar Expenses-Zell $102.96
Data Management-proofing 640.00
Inkwell Press-calendar brochures 318.50
Total Expenses: ($1,061.46)

Calendar Account Balance on June 30, 2006 $6,486.22

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Fiscal year is April 1 to March 31 to coincide with our federal tax filing.

General Fund $47,710.93
Literary Fund $1,014.97
Calendar Fund $6,306.22
Total $55,032.12

Poet Laureate Fund Still Needs Your Support
The Wisconsin Poet Laureate Fund was created earlier this year to help with the Poet Laureate’s travel expenses. Currently

it’s at $6,400. At $10,000 it becomes a permanently endowed fund, generating 5% ($500) interest a year to help with gas,
copying, phone, food & other expenses as the Laureate travels the state promoting poetry.

Requests pour in continuously from around Wisconsin for the Laureate to visit schools, give readings and appear at
dedications and ceremonies. The only financial assistance the Laureate receives is $2,000 allocated annually by the state for
travel reimbursement.

And that doesn’t go far. Wisconsin’s Poet Laureate represents all of us. Help give Denise Sweet—and future Laureates—
the tools to do that job, by writing a check to the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region. Mail donations to: Poet
Laureate Fund, c/o Jane Hamblen, 3515 Sunset Drive, Madison, WI 53705.

Strangers are friends that you have yet to meet. —Roberta Lieberman
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What do we live for if it is not to make life less difficult for each other? —George Eliot

Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
9556 Upper 205th Street
Lakeville, MN 55044
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Omission
In the last Museletter, Margaret Benbow’s name was left off

the list of winners recognized by the Council of Wisconsin
Writers. Margaret won the Larry and Eleanor Sternig Short
Fiction award. The Museletter editor apologizes for the
omission. Congratulations, Margaret!

Letter to the Editor
Mardi Fries would like to mention additional information

about Mary Ellen Schmidt that was not included in her
obituary in the last Museletter:
“Perhaps the only note I would make would be that Mary
Ellen was Business Manager for three editions of the poets’
calendar before a contract was set up for a stipend for the
position.” Mardi misses Mary Ellen and thinks of her often.

Scholarship Offered to School of
the Arts at Rhinelander

One of the Fellowship’s members has generously offered
to sponsor a $250.00 scholarship, to be used toward tuition
and expenses at the School of the Arts at Rhinelander
(SOAR). The Board will select the recipient at the Fall
Conference. This will allow time to register for next summer’s
classes.

In order to apply, please send the following in one
envelope:

•Name, address, and contact information;
•A statement of roughly 100 words describing
what you hope to achieve at SOAR, and
whatever else you consider important in
supporting your
request for this scholarship;

•A sample of your writing (three pages or so).
Please send to:

Peter Sherrill, president, WFOP
8605 County Road D
Forestville, WI 54213-9716

Application deadline is November 1, 2006.


