
Thanks to out East-Milwaukee hosts for such a wonderful conference! Regional
Vice President Helen Padway, Membership Chair Peter Piaskoski, Cary Fellman and
Phyllis Wax found an outstanding facility—the Inn on Woodlake at Kohler—and
arranged an inspiring program. The program was all the more inspiring because our
featured presenter, Kim Blaeser, had a family emergency and had to cancel several
days before the event. Helen and company rolled up their sleeves and got to work.
The program, “The Natural Poet,” went on with presentations by Ellen Kort and
Peter Piaskoski. It was superb. Special thanks to Ellen and Peter for coming up with
such a fine program on such short notice.

Thanks also to the members who donated prizes for our “early-bird” drawing.
As before, all members who registered for the conference by the “early bird”
registration date were eligible for a raffle which gave out several dozen books of
poetry.

This was the first time the Fellowship used an innovative tactic to reduce the
room rate at our conference facility. By buying a block of rooms in the
Fellowship’s name, we could use our nonprofit status to avoid paying state sales
tax. This brought the room rate within the means of most of our members.
Although a bit speculative, the conference was well attended and we appear to
have done well financially.

The spring conference did not do so well: we lost money on that event. As the
Board looked over the financial statements, we found that our losses broke out
into three large categories.

First, the conference was under-attended. When we negotiate with a facility for
conferences, there usually is a minimum number of guest rooms that need to be
sold in order to get the large conference room for free. In this case, we didn’t meet
that number and were charged for the conference room—over two thousand
dollars.

Second, we were overcharged for a number of items. For example, we were
charged sales tax despite being a non-profit. There are a number of other charges
in dispute, and our treasurer is in negotiation with the Ramada at this time. We
anticipate some or all of the charges will be refunded.

Finally, there were some expenses that were unique to this event: we paid a fee
so that members could go on lighthouse tours, and so on. This was the smallest
portion of the “loss” category.

The Board met in executive session at the Fall conference, and implemented a
number of measures to try to make sure future conferences remain solvent.
Perhaps most important, we are developing a job description for a conference
coordinator, who will work with each regional vice president as they arrange the
conference. If any of you have experience in conference planning and negotiation,
we’d love to hear from you. Please contact Roberta Fabiani, the Fellowship’s
Executive Vice President if you’d like to be considered for this position.

The Board continues to consider several other financial matters that are still in
the works. We are working on a policy that will guide the Fellowship’s financial
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President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets that have joined since the  Fall
Museletter issue:
Susan Anderson Baraboo
Eve Robillard Madison
Jo Balistreri Waukesha
Rachel Page Madison
Fran Nelson Hilbert
Linda Kroll Neenah
Randy Van Boxtel Little Chute
Michael Weaver Montello
Gillian Wigdale Milwaukee
Barbara Malcom Green Bay
Khristain Kay Delafield
Amy Crane Johnson Green Bay
Carolyn Vargo Milwaukee
Kate Rericha Fish Creek
Annie Parcels Wauwatosa
Erin Lance Milwaukee

New member inquiries should be directed to
Peter Piaskoski, the membership chair. His
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

Sometimes the best helping hand you can get is a good, firm push. —Joann Thomas

Editor: Christine Falk

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street West

Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375

thefalks@frontiernet.net

How to reach
the Editor

Museletter
Deadline
February 3, 2006 President’s Message  continues on page 6
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East Region

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

No one is useless in this world who lightens the burden of it for anyone else. —Charles Dickens

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Cary Fellman, East Regional VP
303 E. Clay Street #301
Milwaukee, WI 53217
cfellman@netwurx.net

Mitchell Metz was recently a featured
reader at The Rockford Review’s annual
Gala, having won “Best of Issue” in the
Winter 2004 edition for his poem
“Drizzle.” His reading of “Drizzle” at the
Gala also won him the audience’s People’s
Choice award for Best Podium Style.
Metz has poems forthcoming in South
Carolina Review, The Iconoclast,
Passages North, and Birmingham Poetry
Review.

Elaine Cavanaugh recently published
in Hummingbird Magazine of the Short
Poem, Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2006
and Robin Chapman’s Poem A Day at
robinchapmanspoemaday.blogspot.com.

Cary Fellman’s poem, “Basting
Stitches”, received an Honorable
Mention in the Poetry Category of the
WRWA 2005 Jade Ring Contest.

Marilyn Taylor has been named a
Contributing Editor for The Writer
magazine. She will be contributing four
articles a year for the “Poet to Poet”
column, the articles focusing primarily
on craft. The current issue (October)
contains her article entitled, “The Sonnet:
not just for the lovelorn anymore.” On
Saturday, November 12th, Marilyn   read
at the Midwest Modern Language
Association Conference as part of a panel
titled “Award-winning Wisconsin
Writers.” On Wednesday, November
16th, she taught at the Wisconsin State
High School Creative Writing Festival at
UW-Whitewater, along with a number of
other WFOP members. And on
Wednesday, November 30th, she will
present a reading at St. John’s Community
on Prospect Avenue in Milwaukee.
Finally, her crown of sonnets, titled “The
Good-Girl Chronicles,” was named one
of ten finalists at the Robert Frost
Foundation Awards Festival in Lawrence,
Massachusetts.

Northeast Region

In celebration of their collective book
of poetry, Stranded, The Wasteland Poets
(Dale Ritterbusch, Liz Hammond, Anjie
Greene-Martin, and Nikol Knapmiller) will
be hosting a book signing and open mic
reading at 7 PM on Saturday, December
3rd in downtown Waukesha at Martha
Merrell’s Books and Café, 231 W. Main
Street. Refreshments will be served. Call
Liz to RSVP at 262-695-2761 or e-mail
PoetAnj@gmail.com.

Charles P. Ries  has had poetry appear
or been accepted for publication in:
Ragged Edge, X Magazine, Art:Mag,
Eye, Zygote In My Coffee, Time Garden,
Unlikely Stories, Laughing Dog,  Main
Channel Voices, FUCK!, Silt Reader,
Poetry Canada, Turk, Blind Man’s
Rainbow and Right  Hand Pointing. His
short stories have appeared or been
accepted for publication in: The Rose &
Thorn  and The Peninsula Pulse. His
reviews have appeared or been accepted
for publication in: Brick and Mortar,
Half Drunk Muse, Poets Market, The
Moon, Underground Window, Cynic
Book Review, Free Verse, TMPoetry,
Circle Magazine, Sun Piper, Fullosia,
Prose Toad, Lummox, Blow Back, Poetic
Voices, Centrifugal Eye, Poesia, Blind
Man’s Rainbow, ESC!, Big Bridge and
Fight These Bastards. He won a Second
Honorable Mention in the WRWA Adult
Short Story Contest and a First Place in
the Spring WRWA Newsletter for Flash
Fiction. In addition, WRWA appointed
him their representative on the Wisconsin
Poet Laureate Committee, and his poem
“A Perfect Order” will appear in the Poetry
Society of New Hampshire’s printed
anthology, The Other Side of Sorrow.

Procula, a historical novel about
Pontius Pilate’s wife, by Marion
Youngquist, will be available from
Amazon.com both in print and e-book,
after Thanksgiving or through local
bookstores. See Poetry Publications
section for more information.

Ia Bolz, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP
2521 Honey Lou Court #5

Appleton, WI 54915
bolzt@efn.org

Ia Bolz performed as Elizabeth Barrett
Browning in the two-act play “Dear Love”
based on the love letters of  poets Robert

Central-Fox Valley Region

Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning
at the Neenah Public Library’s Poetry
Circle on September 22nd. Ia  hosted
Harmony Cafe’s poetry night called
“Organic Gourmet Poetry: Rhymes With
A Java Flow” on October 12th in
Appleton. Local poets read their poetry
which included the following WFOP
poets: Ia Bolz, Jon Corelis, and Linda
Kroll.

The following WFOP poets were
featured poets this fall at Between The
Pages Coffee Shop’s Poetry Night in
Appleton: Jerry Hauser, Tom Montag,
Roberta Fabiani, Kay Sanders and Sue
DeKelver.

Ia Bolz was host for the appearance of
the nationally known performance poetry
troupe “3 Guys From Albany” at Harmony
Cafe, Appleton on November 11th. She
also hosted the Poetry Slam that followed
the performance. Ia is featured on a
poetry/music CD recording that the city
of Appleton produced in November. The
CD is being created to supplement school
curriculum in the lower elementary school
classrooms. The theme of the CD is
Wisconsin’s Four Seasons.

Mary Wehner’s poetry was published
in the September issue of  Wisconsin
Trails.
submitted by
Ia Bolz, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Cathryn Cofell  appeared on
Wisconsin Public Radio’s Higher
Ground with Jonathan Overby and was
a featured reader at the Montello Public
Library and at the Windhover Center for
the Arts in Fond du Lac. She also
facilitated a workshop titled “Evil Twins”
on collaborative writing with poet Karla
Huston at the Wisconsin Book Festival
in Madison.

On October 18th, Kay  Sanders was the
featured poet at Between the Pages Coffee
Shop in Conkey’s Book Store. She read
from her work-in-progress, a collection
of poems entitled, Still Life .

Judy Roy, Northeast Regional Co-VP
PO Box 211

Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
jroy@dcwis.com

OR
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Great opportunities to help others seldom come, but small ones surround us every day. —Sally Koch in Wisconsin

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

South-Central Region

June Nirschl
9000 County Road Q

Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
prplfrk@itol.com

Sue DeKelver will have a poem, “Why
Workshops Don’t Work for Me,” in the
winter issue of the Wisconsin Academy
Review and her poem, “Blue Roses”, has
been accepted for the anthology Mother
Chronicles.

Ralph Murre was the September
featured reader at the Green Bay Barnes
& Noble.

One of Kathryn Gahl’s short stories is
forthcoming in The Notre Dame Review
while another will appear in Eclipse 2006.
Work is also forthcoming in Free Verse.
She was the featured reader in October at
a reception for The Fox Cry Review, the
oldest literary journal at a two-year
campus (UW-Fox Valley).

Wisconsin Regional Writers
Association awarded the 2005 Jade Ring
for poetry to June Nirschl at its
conference in Wisconsin Rapids in
September for her poem “The Fall.”

Judy Roy’s poem, “Entertainment”,
appeared in Free Verse.

Barbara Larsen was featured in a
reading and book signing at Mead Public
Library in Sheboygan on October 5th.
She read from her new book All In Good
Season.  She was also the guest speaker
at the November meeting of the Sister
Bay Women’s Club on November 10th.

Michael Farmer and Nancy Rafal
visited John Phillips in St. Ives, Cornwall,
England, in mid October. John is
published in Hummingbird  and other
publications. For those awaiting the
“Voices in Wartime” DVD, I have a copy
that you can borrow until the final copy
is released., which should be very soon.
Unfortunately, they don’t mention that
the focus for this endeavor is Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder, which affects
not only soldiers, but civilians as well...on
ALL sides! We still have Lannon tapes
for you to borrow of many internationally
famous poets giving readings and
interviews.  Just contact Michael or
Nancy for info.
submitted by
Judy Roy & June Nirschl,
Northeast Regional VPs

Michael Kriesel’s chapbook, Chasing
Saturday Night: Poems About Rural
Wisconsin, appeared in September in

Marsh River Editions. He has a chapbook
forthcoming from Parallel Press in 2006. He
was a runner-up in the New Discovery
Award Competition sponsored by The
Writer and Rosebud magazines, as well as
a runner-up in the 2005 Wisconsin Academy
Review Poetry Contest. He’ll be one of the
3 panel judges for the Review’s 2006 Poetry
Contest. His poems recently have appeared
in The Progressive, Free Verse, Iota (U.K.),
Nerve Cowboy, Cup of Poems, Fight These
Bastards, and Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar:
2006. He recently had a poem accepted by
Nimrod.

Kathy Miner, South-Central Regional VP
655 Crandall Street
Madison, WI 53711
kdminer@wisc.edu

Susan Elbe has two poems in the just-
released anthology Family Matters:  Poems
of our Families (Bottom Dog Press).  She
also has a poem appearing in the current
issue of Margie (Vol. 4).  On October 18th,
Susan was among the readers from the
anthology Kiss Me Goodnight: Stories
and Poems by Women Who Were Girls
When Their Mothers Died. That reading
was held at Borders West in Madison.

Poets and others celebrated a “late”
80th-birthday party for Fran Rall on
October 15th.  Ask her about the limerick…

Miriam Hall  continues to hold
“Contemplative Writing” sessions on
“most” Thursday evenings. For more
information and specific dates, contact her
at herspiral@yahoo.com.

Recent readers at the Madison Barnes &
Noble series have included Richard Roe,
Charles Cantrell, and Jeannie Bergmann.
As for the Writers’ Place readings, we’ve
lately heard Peg Sherry, Yvonne Yahnke,
Alice D’Alessio, and Richard Swanson.

Laurel Yourke has been busy reading
from her new book Waiting for Beethoven.
She read on Wisconsin Public Radio on
September 9th, and at Avol’s Books in
Madison on October 30th.

CX Dillhunt and Ron Czerwien read at
the Village Booksmith in Baraboo on
October 14th.

WFOP members too numerous to
mention (but I’ll try: John Lehman,
Shoshauna Shy, Robin Chapman, Susan
Elbe, Catherine Jagoe, Sara Parrell, Judy
Strasser, Alison Townsend, Alice

D’Alessio, Richard Merelman, Timothy
Walsh, Laurel Yourke, Michael Kriesel,
Marilyn Taylor, Karla Huston, Cathryn
Cofell, and Sheryl Slocum) took part in
the Wisconsin Festival of the Book, held
in Madison in mid-October. The Festival
is an annual celebration of all things
literary.

I still have a few WFOP 2006 Calendars
awaiting pickup. If you ordered any
copies from me, please let me know if
you’re still interested. Otherwise I’ll
release them to others or return them to
the business manager. Contact me at
608-233-2425 or kdminer@wisc.edu.
submitted by
Kathy Miner, South-Central Regional VP

Patrick T. Randolph and his wife,
Gamze, are formulating a new working
definition of poetry which entails
discovering the moment-by-moment
breath of the Heideggarian reality of
Being as It unfolds Itself inside the new
“Now-ness” of what is before becoming
what was. Patrick has had or will have
poems published in Bellowing Ark, The
American Drivel Review, The Pink
Chameleon On-line Poetry Journal,
Offerings Quarterly, Poetry Depth
Quarterly,  3 Cup Morning (Canada)
and TMP Irregular.

Shoshauna Shy  had two poems
published in Rosebud. She also hosted
two poetry readings at the Wisconsin
Book Festival in Madison, one in
conjunction with the Wisconsin
Publishers’ Showcase, and another at
Michelangelo’s Coffee House. She
finished up the current Poetry Jumps Off
the Shelf project titled “Postage Due.”
Over 2500 java jackets and 900 bookmarks
featuring poetry from all across the
country and the United Kingdom were
individually produced and distributed
by four independent locally-owned
bookstores and coffee houses in
downtown Madison.

Poetry Evening to Benefit Local Food
Pantry—John Lehman and Shoshauna
Shy will read at Avol’s Bookstore,
Madison, on Tuesday, December 6th,
7:00 PM to celebrate the recent book
releases of John’s collection Shorts and
Shoshauna’s White Horses on Sale for a
Song. Bring a donation of canned food
for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s
food pantry on Madison’s south side.
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The giving of love is an education in itself. —Eleanor Roosevelt

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 5

Linda Newman Woito had several
poems published/accepted in The
Rockford Review, Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar: 2006, Main Street Rag, Free
Verse and Clark Street Review. She
attended two summer workshops at the
Iowa Writers’ Festival in Iowa City, and
was one of several readers at the
“Inspired Poetry” session, Wisconsin
Book Festival. Linda plans to attend Beth
Ann Fennelly’s poetry workshop in
Lakeland College this month, and on
November 20th, she and colleagues from
Laurel Yourke’s on-going workshop
will read from their poetry at Avol’s
Bookstore in Madison at 2 PM.

Robin Chapman’s poem, “Winter
Solstice” has been published in the
November/December issue of Midwest
Living. It was included as part of a layout
entitled, “Peace on Earth.”

Lincoln Hartford’s first collection of
poetry, Choose Peaches, is now available.
The book contains 35 poems and 25 color
photos. The entire book can be viewed at
www.lincolnhartford.com. The site also
contains vocal selections  by Jan and
Lincoln. Hard copies of the book  can be
ordered by mail. See Poetry Publications
section for more information.

Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP
320 W. Tyler Avenue

Eau Claire, WI 54701
lindowleaf@yahoo.com

September 17th, Yvette Flaten, Sandra
Lindow and Dina St. Louis were involved
in a reading to honor the opening of  Eau
Claire’s new Phoenix Park and Labyrinth
reading area.

October 27th-30th the Sixth Annual
Chippewa Valley Book Festival was held
in Eau Claire. There were three days of
literary readings and workshops.
Wisconsin Poet Laureate Denise Sweet
was poet guest of honor and gave a
reading of her work on Friday, October
28th with Dina St. Louis introducing her.
Saturday, Sweet also led a discussion of
poetry as political action. She mentioned
that poetry was an essential part of every
revolution. The festival culminated
Sunday with a reading by the winners of
the student writing contest.

Peg Lauber’s new chapbook, New

Mid-Central Region

Northwest Region

Orleans Suite, has gone to press at Linda
Aschbrenner’s Marsh River Editions.

In September Candace Hennekens read
her poems “My  ‘63 Plymouth Belvidere,”
“I Hear a Parade at 2 AM,” “My
Watercolor Ways,” and “Married Life”
on WPR, Kathy Stahl’s Arts West
program. They will be aired in the months
ahead.

Jane Marie Bahr, Candace Hennekens
and Peg Lauber  had poems published in
Issue 82 of Free Verse.

Sandra Lindow had a poem and a recipe
published in the Santa Clara Review.
Lindow’s poem “New From the
Gotterdämmerrung Shop” has been
published online. Her poem “Mother
Story’s Button Box” will be published
Spring 2006 in Illumen, a new magazine.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP
3931 S. County Road O

Maple, WI 54854
janchronister@yahoo.com

Second Sunday Poets hosted a
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2006
publication reading on Sunday,
November 13th at the Drummond Public
Library. The event was sponsored by
WFOP, the Drummond Public Library,
and the Cable/Hayward Regional Arts
Council. WFOP members that read and
have poems published in the calendar are
Jan Chronister and Ann Penton.  Jan
also read her poetry in a segment on Eau
Claire television October 23rd entitled
“My Waterfall” which was filmed by the
Amnicon River. Ann received an
Honorable Mention in the WRWA Jade
Ring poetry contest and Jan received an
Honorable Mention in the WFOP Triad
contest.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Ted Gephart produced another summer
series of  readings at Tom’s Burned Down
Cafe on Madeline Island, in Lake Superior.
Clear records have not been kept, albeit
some think next year could be the 15th
year of these readings featuring local and
regional readers. Driving through the
Red Cliff Bayfield area? Tune into 92.3
FM WRZC-LP on Thursday mornings 10
to 11 AM and listen to the “Gitchee

Gumee Hour.” The show hosted by Ted
Gephart, Howard Paap, Jeff Copenhagen
with Frank Montano providing the live
music features “more talk than tunes”
and highlights local writing and writers
along with news of upcoming literary
events, news and commentary with some
live music to back it all up. The Washburn
School 4th grade again this year hosted
the River of Words program. Ted Gephart,
the poet in residence, was joined by a
naturalist from the US Forest Service and
a visual artist along with the students for
a day in the field gathering ideas that
would find their way into poems and
pictures. These works are being
assembled for a book to be published
later in the school year.

Diana Randolph, Drummond, read
poetry at the reception for her art show
“Beacons of the Earth and Sky” at Jaques
Art Center in Aitkin, Minnesota in early
October. Recently, a keynote speaker
who is the Director for the Center for the
Advancement of Learning of Rowan
University read her poem “In the Light of
a Poet” from her chapbook In the Heart
of the Forest at the National Writing
Project Conference in Malta, Europe.

Joan Johannes, Mid-Central Regional VP
800 Ver Bunker Avenue

Port Edwards, WI 54469
joanjeff@wctc.net

Poets from the Mid-Central Region
attending the Fall WFOP Conference
were: Linda Aschbrenner, Barbara
Cranford, Bruce Dethlefsen, Earle
Garber, Jeffrey Johannes, Joan Wiese
Johannes, Lucy Rose Johns, and Mary
Lou Judy.

Cathy Conger won the Jade Ring in the
Essay Contest at the Fall Conference of
the Wisconsin Regional Writers’
Association in Wisconsin Rapids.

Lucy Rose Johns gave a reading at the
McMillan Coffeehouse at the McMillan
Memorial Library, Wisconsin Rapids, on
November 14th.

Mary “Casey” Martin with the
Wisconsin Center for the Book and
Shoshauna Shy with Woodrow Hall
Editions hosted the Wisconsin
Publishers’ Showcase and readings at
the Wisconsin Book Festival in Madison.

West-Central Region
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The greatest gift you can give another is the purity of your attention. —Richard Moss, MD

Spring Conference 2006
April 21 and 22, 2006
Landmark Resort
Door County, Wisconsin

Mark your calendars...

Theme: Environmental Issues judged by Laurel Mills—58 entries
First Place: Liz Hammond for “Why I Don’t Have Air-Conditioning, Cable TV,

and Other Oddities”
Second: Yvette Flaten for “Nuclear Family”
Third: Peg Lauber for “Guide to Birds of the Waterways”
First HM: Sheryl Slocum for “Coyote”
Second HM: Michael Kriesel for “Target Practice”
Third HM: Jan Chronister for “Addicted to Roads”

Poet’s Choice judged by Andrea Potos—80 entries
First Place: Maryam Dachniwskyj for “Cultural Geography”
Second: Susan Kileen for “Fishing Without My Father”
Third: Sandra Lindow for “At Copper Falls: Walking to Water”
First HM: Kay Sanders for “Embers”
Second HM: Bobbie Krinsky for “Collateral Damage”
Third HM: Margaret Rozga for “Grand Child”

Kay Saunders Memorial New Poet Award judged by Dale Ritterbusch—51 entries
First Place: Stephen Anderson for “The Privileged Secrets of the Arch”
Second: Loraine Brink for “Pieces”
Third: Maryam Dachniwskyj for “Sonnet: My Sister Cooks Lentil Soup in

the Fourteenth Year of Her Marriage”
First HM: Joey Wojtusik for “You’ve Created This Monster”
Second HM: Jean Biegun for “Hospice”
Third HM: Judy Garty for “Sinte Hla Talisman”

2005 Triad Contest Winners AnnouncedLinda Aschbrenner served on the panel
“Making It Happen! Poetry and
Community: An Open Roundtable on
Poetry in Wisconsin for Poets,
Publishers, Teachers, Book Buyers and
Librarians” at the Wisconsin Book
Festival. She also participated in the
Wisconsin Publishers’ Showcase in
Madison and at the WRWA Fall
Conference Book Fair.

Barbara Cranford conducted a poetry
workshop in Hancock in October.

Marsh River Editions (Linda
Aschbrenner), Marshfield, published two
chapbooks this fall: Chasing Saturday
Night: Poems About Rural Wisconsin by
Michael Kriesel, and Mead: Twenty-six
Abecedariums  by Karl Elder. See
marshrivereditions.com.

Poets in this region with poetry in Free
Verse #82 are Barbara Cranford and
Beverly Scott. Also in this issue: Wendy
Vardaman reviewed Myopic Nerve by
Joan Wiese Johannes . Free Verse now
features poetry contests with cash prizes.
The next Final Friday Open Mike in
Marshfield will be January 27th. All poets
are invited to attend. Readings are held
the last Friday of the month, January
through October, at Thimbleberry Used
and Unusual Books, 166 S. Central
Avenue, Marshfield, at 7 PM.

Karyn Powers of Wausau, will be the
featured poet at the Neville Museum in
Green Bay on Thursday, November 27th.
She will read a variety of her haiku and
short pieces. Her first chapbook is
available for purchase. It is entitled, Lab
Oratory, Tales of The Urban Retriever.
Please see the Poetry Publications section
for more information. Additional pieces
of her work can be viewed at
www.mostlymalarkey.com.

What’s Happenin’  from  page 4

Meet Your Webmaster:
Jeannie Bergmann

I was actually born in Wisconsin, and have lived in or near Madison on at least
five separate occasions. I lived in France for two years as a child, and worked with
horses on the East coast for 15 years. I wrote poems in high school, took one
college poetry class, and then stopped writing until August 1998, when I joined a
poetry workshop group in Maryland, of which I am still an e-member.

Although I claim to have an MFA from the School of the Americas, in reality I
have a B.S. in psychology from UW-Madison, as well as a second major in
biochemistry, which explains a lot. I also took many studio art classes—poetry is
easier. Unrewarding (in a multitude of senses) employment outside the horse
industry includes stints with Kinko’s, the Post Office, the U.S. Geological Survey,
American Girl, and substitute-teaching high-school chemistry and physics. But
now I work at Avol’s Bookstore, which is a sort of spiritual ideal, except that
teleport service from Poynette is not yet available, and I come home with way too
many books. I still train horses and give riding lessons occasionally.

In 2000, I began taking web design classes at Madison Area Technical College
for reasons that escape me, but my instant reaction was “Where has this been all
my life?” I’ve since completed their Web Design Certification program, taken far
too few internet programming classes, and now design and maintain websites for
fun and profit, among which are wfop.org, madpoetry.org, bookthatpoet.com,
avolsbooks.com, and my own site, fibitz.com or, as it is also known,
fjbergmann.com. If I had an extra 24 hours a day, I’d spend 20 of them on the
computer.

My husband, Fred, translates poetry when the spirit moves him (see

Webmaster continues on page 13
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Poetry is language at its most distilled and most powerful. —Rita Dove

This section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 2004-05.  For more information,
please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope  to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author

Bayfield County Poetry Peter Whalen
Mixed Bag Press
2979 S. 45th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53219
$4.00

The Long Tunnel to the Poetry Philip Wissbeck
Other Side Freestyle Press

3527 Salerno Court #3
Middleton, WI 53562
ph@tds.net
(608) 821-0899
$8.00 plus shipping
several copies at Avol’s

Procula Novel Marion Youngquist
8220 Harwood Avenue #608
Wauwatosa, WI 53213
tay44@juno.com
ISBN 0-9770533-1-8
Available through Amazon.com

Lab Oratory, Chapbook Karyn Powers
Tales of the Urban Retriever $6.75 includes postage

kjlpowers@aol.com

Voices in the Orchard Chapbook Kathleen Hayes Phillips
W277 S3367 Burnell Drive
Waukesha, WI 53189
(262) 968-2857
$8.00 includes shipping

Waiting for Beethoven Poetry Laurel Yourke
4304 Monona Drive
Madison, WI 53716
(608) 265-3972
lyourke@dcs.wisc.edu
$8.00 (+$2.00 postage)

Poetry Publications

sponsorship of other literary events.
We are gathering information on the
possible bonding of the Fellowship’s
treasurer. Our webmistress, Jeannie
Bergmann, is investigating the steps
we’d need to take if we were to allow
dues payment and purchases online,
through our website. There will be
more news on these at the Spring
Conference.

I’d like to congratulate the
Fellowship’s two newest Life
Members. Jo Alderson and Star
Powers were elected to Life
Membership at the General Business
Meeting Saturday, November 5th.
Both have served as the Fellowship’s
president; both have served the
Fellowship in a number of other
capacities over the years. Thanks for
making the Fellowship stronger.

East-Milwaukee Regional Vice
President Helen Padway has decided
to step down from her position after
serving the Fellowship for many years.
Thanks, Helen. She is being replaced
by Cary Fellman. Welcome! We look
forward to working with you.

South - Central Vice President Kathy
Miner has also decided to step aside
after many years. If you live in the
Madison area and are interested in
being the region’s representative to
the Fellowship, please contact Roberta
Fabiani.

Our Spring Conference will be held
at the Landmark Resort in Door
County April 21-22, 2006. Please make
a note of these dates: several older
Fellowship publications list it as a
week later. The correct dates are April
21-22. Our last conference in the
Northeast region was at the Landmark,
and the facility is excellent. See you
there this spring!

Hugs,

Peter

President’s Message  from  page 1

Membership List Available to All Members
   Fellowship members are entitled to receive a list of members at a minimal cost. The price of the list is $2.00 which covers
the postage. Please send cash or check payable to Chris Falk. If members would like to receive the list via e-mail, the
cost is free. E-mailed lists will be sent as a .PDF which requires Adobe Acrobat Reader. Acrobat Reader is available as a
free download from www.adobe.com. In order to receive the list, members must sign an agreement and submit it with each
request. This form can be obtained by contacting Chris Falk (address info on page 1) or on the website at www.wfop.org.
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Markets
Judith Zukerman  • PO Box 5442 • Madison, WI 53705-0442 • jzukerman7@earthlink.net

This column is continuing to build on members’ publishing experiences by examining the magazines WFOP members list as
publishing their work for potential markets for other WFOP members.

Each markets column highlights a small number of literary magazines. For the last few issues, different magazines have been
included each time. Hard copies are examined using the resources of the special collections section of the University of
Wisconsin-Madison Memorial Library which is open Monday through Friday from 9 to 5 for some of you who come to
Madison occasionally and want to explore journals in a library. Many websites, which are also examined include only a few
poems and other writings. Analyzing the actual magazines gives a writer a more complete idea of what the magazine publishes
and how it is formatted. In addition by studying the bios of the writers, the reader can see where else they published and what
is the balance of widely published writers and those who may be publishing their first piece. Sometimes the last issue was
published two or three years ago.

One of the other ways many writers enrich their work and complete many writing projects for submission is by taking
advantage of writers’ residencies. Two resources for residencies for writers interested in exploring potential residencies and
applying for them are:

1) The book, Artists Communities, A Directory of Residencies That Offer Time and Space for Creativity, Third Edition, Edited
by Deborah Obalil and Caitlin S. Glass, Alliance of Artists Communities, Published by Allworth Press, ISBN:1-58115-404-6,
$24.95 (www.allworth.com), 2005.

The index includes more than 300 residency programs worldwide along with profiles and photographs of 95 leading artists
communities in the United States. Each community is described in detail. The Alliance of Artists Communities is the only
national service organization for artists communities.

2)  The Website for Alliance of Artists Communities, (www.artistscommunities.org) organizes the residencies by disciplines
and by regions of the United States and International Residencies. There are also categories for writers, collaborative
residencies and interdisciplinary residencies and links to artists retreats, artists cooperatives and live/work spaces, and
resources for artists organizations.

Literary Magazines, Potential Markets

Ascent  publishes poetry, fiction and essays three times each year - Fall, Winter and Spring. Submission guidelines specify
that they are open to reading all types, styles and lengths and have no editorial restrictions on form or content. No reviews or
editorial articles. SASE. No e-mail entries. Read the journal and decide if your work fits. Normally responds fairly fast but can
take three or four months. Solid book like journal with attractive covers. W. Scott Olsen, Editor, Department of English,
Concordia College, 901 S. 8th St. Moorhead, MN 56562.
website: www.cord.edu/dept/english/ascent/stelmach.html

The Green Hills Literary Lantern publishes annually in June by Truman State University, 100 East Normal, Kirksville, MO
63501. The 200-300 page book includes poetry, fiction, reviews and interviews with a cover in four colors. In the last few years
they got Missouri Arts Council grants. Submit 3 to 7 poems, one poem per page, no restrictions on subject matter but
pornography and gratuitous violence won’t be accepted. Obscurity for its own sake is also frowned upon. Both free and
formal forms are fine though more free verse is published. First time poets, well-established poets and those in between all can
and have found a place at GHLL. A cover letter is appreciated but not required. Tries to respond in 3-4 months or sooner and
supply feedback particularly to those they want to encourage. Poems under six lines or over two pages are unlikely to be
published. Subscriptions and sample copies $10. Back issues, $7. Manuscripts read year-round but should be labeled poetry
or prose. SASE. Co-Editor (Poetry) Joe Benevento. Co-Editor (Prose) Jack Smith. Bios reflect writers with many publication
credits and a few for whom it was their first or an early published work but writing was strong.
Website: http://ll.truman.edu/ghllweb/writer's%20guidelines.htm

Lilliput Review (Where small is better) Title reflects magazine’s size, 4.25” x 3.5”. Covers are artistic. Short poems and some
issues have beautiful translations. Published every 90 days or so, two issues at a time, 8 to 10 per year. Every 4th issue is a
broadside featuring a single poet. Submit poems 10 lines or less, 3 poems maximum, SASE. All poems previously unpublished
unless noted. Payment 2 copies. Reports 60 to 90 days. No electronic submissions. 1 issue, $1, SASE or 2 stamps, 6 issues $5.
Payment to Don Wentworth, Editor, 282 Main Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15201. Website: http://donw714.tripod.com/lillieindex.html

Passages North sponsored by Northern Michigan University since 1979. Published annually in a book format. Unsolicited

Always tell the truth. You may make a hole in one when you’re alone on the golf course someday. —Franklin P. Jones

Markets  continues on  page 11
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Getting and Spending

THE SPENDTHRIFT

She likes little shops, one after another,
the kind where bells call out when you

open the door: Hello. It’s me. I'm here.
And old-fashioned department stores—

gloves & scarves & blouses residing
on spotless glass shelves; a carpeted

stairway leading you to Coats. Better Dresses.
She thinks of her mother, young and slender

in a navy-blue suit, a hat trimmed with daisies.
The act of shopping always softened her, brought out

something gentle and alive, transformed the girl
into a treasured daughter. This looks good on you.

I just love the red. You can have that if you want.
Twice a year her mother took her shopping,

and they left the sullen child, the tired woman
with a cough, at home.

---------------Eve Robillard, Madison

Poems by Our Membership / Wendy Vardaman, Editor

print-cartridge aisle—
two Mennonite women
make quiet choices

------------Ann Penton, Sarona
Previously published in
Walking the Same Path  (Haiku Society of
America)

EXTREME SPORT

I nudge my husband
when the hostess turns talk
to exotic sports cars:
two-seaters with sex appeal,
top-down screamers, their first Jaguar.
Our Lamborghini’s had more sizzle,
pure adrenaline really.

Well, I’ll take my Porsche—
drawls a chardonnay-swirling guest—
only a muscle car for me.

I kick his shin so hard, he winces.

Sweetie, remember when we were stuck
with seven collectibles at once?
says the host as he scans the table.

Now it’s the scent of black leather,
Berlinetta, rosso corsa! she insists,
Ferrari’s Numero Uno, dear.

I squeeze his hand, shut my eyes to see
four kids in a station wagon,
a toddler bouncing on the plastic seat,
smell the squashed banana and wet diaper,
listen to the endearing lament: Stop breathing on me!

-----------------Joey Wojtusik, Three Lakes

20 TO 50% OFF

My new couch wasn’t in my scheme.
That shade’s not in my décor theme.
This dress is the latest style, although
    it would have looked better 20 pounds ago.
These new shoes pinch my feet
and the new diet cola is much too sweet.
I bought the toothpaste the kids don’t like.
   Now instead of brushing, they’re on strike.
My kitchen counter is getting hard to see
as the latest toaster means we have three.
Maybe these cookies are a little stale
   but it doesn’t matter. It was all on sale.

-----------------Shirley O’Neill, Benton

DRAT!

Oh, Mr. Higgenbotham likes his birds, he does.
He seeks the rare ones seldom seen, you know.
But disappointment always seems a partner
in his romps through forest, field and glade.
Like one day he chased the Tufted Tawny Tinwitty
only to find a tired, unkempt garden
sheltering a windblown, rusty, braying gate.

--------------Michael Farmer, Baileys Harbor
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Submit poems to:
Wendy Vardaman, 2336 Monroe Street, Madison, WI 53711 OR   tadubois@facstaff.wisc.edu

(No Attachments, Please)
Membership status must be current to be considered for publication on these pages.

RECOGNITION

How surprising to stop at a red light
behind a driver of a sporty black
convertible, whose proud badge
of achievement was stamped
across his license plate—4My PhD.

---------Jane-Marie Bahr, Menomonie

AT THE MARKET

I was thinking
I should buy some catsup.
The old bottle was running out
but I kept thinking about the mustard
I bought ahead of need two weeks ago,
the old one used up
without enjoyment
while looking
at the fresh bottle.

-------------Philip Wissbeck, Middleton

HARD TIMES

When I worked I bought some extra food,
tossed cans of beans, Spaghetti-O’s
into the cart beside the steak for Bob,
then left it in the box at church
where someone took it to the poor.
I never thought about it twice
or wondered who might need it,
and if they’d rather have
something tastier than what I gave,
fruit salad, maybe, chicken breasts, fresh meat,
but no, spaghetti and beans would have to do.

Now Bob is gone— “passed on”, some say.
They fancy it up, afraid to say the word.
He is DEAD and I’m alone.
The car’s as creaky as me.
We both need work.
The garage makes no favors for old folks
nor the drug store for the pills doc says I need.
My old coat will go another winter,
got no choice there.
But no matter how I stretch it
there isn’t much for food.

I have to use the food pantry.
Never did that before.
I wonder if you call ahead
or just show up.
What if my old friends see me
or Pastor John finds out...
Maybe I’ll wait ‘till later on
just before they close
when it’s getting dark.

------------Judy Roy, Baileys Harbor
previously published in
The Door Voice

Theme for Spring issue:
“The Blues”

Deadline: Friday, February 3, 2006

WATCHING THE 7’S AND 9’S

I carefully bring my 7’s and 9’s below the line,
Writing out a check for Save The Earth—
Save The Children.
Penmanship was the morality of the day.
Careful writing was a mark of character.
Any reference to helping children was taken care of
By church contributions for missionaries.
Saving the Earth wasn’t even worried about.
There was lots of it, after all,
And birth control was a sin or talked about
In whispers, hidden under counters,
Endured with pain and deprivation.
(Prostitutes could look out after themselves.)
So, I watch my 7’s and 9’s carefully,
Trying to look neat, charitable, knowledgeable
About the important things in life.

-----------------Fran Rall, Madison

SPENDTHRIFT

My fingers touch
A mother’s face
A husband’s lips
The baby’s eyes
Carefree caresses
Keeping no account
Spendthrift years
Losing count
Until all coins
Slip through
Now spent

-----------Susan Kileen, Watertown
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Don’t wait around for other people to be happy for you. Any happiness you get you’ve got to make yourself. —Alice Walker

BNthe
anduts

Pof
olts

oetry
by Diana Randolph

Planning and Promoting a Poetry
Reading

•••••••••

Nut and Bolts continues on page 14

Have you ever driven fifty miles to a poetry reading
because there aren’t any in your community? Have you
attended readings in your community but have some ideas
on how to run them differently? Try organizing one yourself.

Planning a Reading with Friends
By planning a reading with others you’ll brainstorm ideas

and share numerous tasks. If you don’t know anyone to
help, search for someone. Many libraries have a Friends of
the Library group who plan events. Perhaps a local arts
organization has board members who may be interested in
helping. Ask to be included on the agenda for their next
meeting.

Where will you hold the reading?
Make a list of locations that may be great settings for

poetry readings. Since I love being surrounded by books,
libraries are my favorite locations. Other possibilities may
include bookstores, community centers, art galleries,
colleges, schools, bed and breakfasts, and conference rooms
at resorts or motels. I’ve attended readings at coffee houses
and bars but these tend to have distractions during regular
operating hours. Be sure to contact the person in charge of
the facility several months ahead of time to book the event.
If you have a spacious home you may like to host a poetry/
potluck party inviting WFOP members from your region or
community to bring poems and a food item to share.

Finding Funds for Expenses
Estimate the costs before seeking funds. These may

include renting a facility (try to find a free-of-charge
location), a fee for the featured reader/s, printing costs for a
poster, stamps, and refreshments.
    If you work with an organization such as a local arts
council or library they may have a budget for programs and
special events. You may have to fill out an application and
apply for funds. If you tie in a poetry reading to a festival in
your community your Chamber of Commerce may have
money budgeted for featured readers. Contact your WFOP
regional vice president to see if there are any funds available
to cover posters and mailing.

Who Will Be Your Featured Poet?

Publicizing Your Reading
Try to reach as wide an audience as possible. When

designing a poster/flyer include the event in large letters, the
poet’s name, date, time, place and photo. List the event
sponsors and the facility’s street address. At the bottom of a
recent poster I designed it reads: “Prior to the featured poets,
audience members are invited to read one or two pages of
poetry. Refreshments will be served. This event is sponsored
by Drummond Public Library, CHARAC (Cable/Hayward Area
Arts Council) and WFOP (Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets).
For more information or to be included on our mailing list
please contact janchronister@yahoo.com”   You may also
include a phone number.
    Perhaps there’s a copier at the facility where your reading
will be held. Our local library allows me to copy poetry
posters free of charge. Sometimes I print smaller posters—
four on an eight and a half by eleven inch piece of paper to
pass out to anyone who may be interested.
    Mail posters to area poets and community members. I give
several posters to the middle school/high school English
teachers in my community after getting permission from the
school office. If you don’t have a mailing list of poets, the
Museletter supplies information of how to obtain a list of
WFOP members.
    Send the featured poet a dozen posters to help promote the
event. Hang posters in libraries, chamber of commerces,
banks, churches, coffeehouses, bulletin boards, laundromats,
etc.
    Write a news release containing all the information that’s
on the poster and include a couple quotes by the featured
reader(s).  Send it and a photo of the poet to area newspapers
and radio stations. Invite someone from a local paper to write
a review or plan to write one yourself.

Fine-tuning Other Details
If this event will be an ongoing series you may consider

starting a scrapbook.  Use a three-ring binder and clear
plastic pages and include all news releases and poster
samples. Take photos of all the readers (if they give you
permission) to include in the scrapbook.
    Will you serve refreshments? When refreshments are
available after the reading, poets will often linger and mingle
with one another. The conversations after the reading are a
nice wind-down for the event. Try to find folks who would
donate beverages and snack items. Don’t forget to provide
napkins, paper plates and cups. You may consider bringing a
table cloth and centerpiece for the snack table.
    Invite the featured reader and people in charge of
refreshments to arrive at least half an hour before the
starting time. They can set up and relax before the event
begins.

If this is your first attempt at organizing a reading, select a
local poet as a guest reader. Perhaps you and a couple of
poets in your community would like to be featured readers.
Pick a theme if you’d like. Or take a look at the website:
www.bookthatpoet.com to find poets willing to travel. Tell
the featured poet how long he or she should plan to read
and if this will be an open reading. Ask for a short bio and
photo. If you receive a photo instead of a digital image be
sure to return it to the poet at the reading.
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Laughter is the sun that drives winter from the human face. —Victor Hugo

manuscripts are read from September 1st through April 15th. Manuscripts double-spaced, poetry single-spaced. Submit up to
six poems, one story or essay or up to three short-shorts. Include a brief cover letter with contact information: address, phone
and/or e-mail. Simultaneous submissions are fine but notify immediately if accepted elsewhere. Pays two copies. $13 one year
subscription. Samples $3-$7. Website: http://myweb.nmu.edu/~passages/guidelines.htm. Passages North, Department of
English, Northern Michigan University, 1401 Presque Isle Avenue, Marquette, MI 49855.

Tar River Poetry, publishes both well established and emerging writers. Just celebrated 25th year, special anniversary issue.
Since Writer’s Digest said they were one of the top 50 poetry markets, they get 100-200 poems a week and have room to
publish 30 to 40 per issue and print two issues a year. Competition is so fierce, they say your best work has the best chance.
Send no more than five poems. Name and address on every poem. Poems longer than a page should be stapled and stanza
break or no stanza break should be typed at the bottom of each page. No simultaneous submissions. SASE. Reports in 6 to 8
weeks. No editors in summer. MS submitted between May 1 and August 31 returned unread. Tar River Poetry, Department of
English, General Classroom Building, East Carolina University, Greenville NC 27858-4353.
website: http://personal.ecu.edu/makuckp/submissions.htm

Website Updates

Bellevue Literary Review, a Journal of humanity and human experience seeks high caliber, unpublished work broadly and
creatively related to themes of health, healing illness, the mind and body. Work previously published on the internet will not
be considered. Maximum 3 poems. Poetry Editor: Rosanne Font, BA, U.Michigan, MFA, NYU. Currently Steinbeck Fellow San
Jose State University, awarded writing residencies Hedgebrook and Djerassi. Guidelines: Bellevue Literary Review, Dept. of
Medicine, NYU School of Medicine, 550 First Ave, New York, NY 10016. Website: www.BLReview.org. Pays two copies, 1
year subscription and friend’s gift subscription. Author discount extra copies.

Birmingham Poetry Review published semiannually in fall and spring. Five poems maximum for unsolicited manuscripts. No
cover letter. SASE. Deadlines: May 1st and November 1st. Presently, no electronic submissions. “...Impressed by good poetry
not publication credits...” Simultaneous submissions not accepted. Reports in 1 to 3 months. Occasionally comments on
rejections. Sample $2. Subscription 1 year $4. BPR, HB205, 1530 3rd Ave S, Birmingham, AL 35294-1260. Website:
www.uab.edu/english/bpr/submit.htm

Byline featured in previous Museletter, upcoming contests include Poem of loss, December 15, 2005; Women’s poem,
December 30, 2005; Free Verse, January 5, 2006. Poetry Chapbook Competition, 24 to 30 original poems, maximum 39 lines
including title and stanza breaks. Note all dates listed are postmark deadlines. For more details and other categories see
www.bylinemag.com.

Full Circle Journal of Poetry is no longer reading new submissions. Website checked on November 3, 2005.

Gin Bender Poetry Review as of November 2, 2005 is back in business. The November 2005 issue will be posted by mid-
November with Pushcart Prize nominees. According to T.A. Thompson, Founder, they are now accepting poetry submissions
for the March, 2006 issue. Gin Bender Poetry Review, P.O.Box 150932, Lufkin, Texas 75915-0932. Responds with 2-4 weeks
after receipt. If no reply in 6 weeks, please send query.  See website for their details on complying with their policy if your work
is accepted.

Glimmer Train Magazine publishes only fiction, not poetry.

Grapevine Poetry Review, the site link is http://poetry_review.tripod.com

A special thank you to all the members who send in corrections on websites, magazines, information on new journals or their
experiences with particular journals, good or bad.

Markets  from  page 7
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No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn. —Hal Borland Sundial of the Seasons

WFOP Conference Rotation
Schedule

Spring 2006
April 21-22
Northeast
VPs Judy Roy &
June Nirschl

Fall 2006
November 3-4
Central-Fox Valley
VP Ia Bolz

Spring 2007
April 27-28
West-Central
VP Sandra Lindow

Fall 2007
November 2-3
Mid-Central
VP Joan Johannes

Spring 2008
April 25-26
South-Central
VP Kathy Miner

updated 11/5/05

Fall 2008
November 7-8
Northwest
VP Jan Chronister

Spring 2009
April 24-25
South
VP Frank Konieska

Fall 2009
November 6-7
East-Milwaukee
VP Helen Padway

Spring 2010
April 23-24
Northeast
VPs Judy Roy &
June Nirschl

Fall 2010
November 5-6
Central-Fox Valley
VP Ia Bolz

Don’t Forget the New Dues Option
As of 1/1/2006, members may pay $100 for a five-year

membership. That’s five years worth of membership for four
years’ dues. Please take advantage of this savings. The
Fellowship also saves money by reduced mailing cost for all
those payment reminders and lapsed memberships.

Poets’ Calendar may be Offered
on Amazon.com

We are looking into the possibility of offering the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar for sale on Amazon.com. This
would greatly expand the market for Calendar sales—but we
need to choose carefully, as there are several different ways
to list our publication on that site. Some of the options are
clearly too expensive, but the Board is gathering information
on the others. If any of our members have experience with
marketing items on Amazon.com, please get in touch with
Michael Farmer, our Calendar business manager.

Calendar News
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2008
Editors Announced

Fellowship President Peter Sherrill is pleased to announce
the editors for the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2008.
Jeannie Bergmann and Ray Hsu will be co-editors. Jeannie
currently serves as the Fellowship’s webmistress. She has
published poems and science fiction in a wide variety of
venues, and is the founder of madpoetry.org, and fibitz.com.
Ray Hsu has published in Fence, New American Writing,
The Fiddlehead and nthposition. His first book of poems is
Anthropy.

Submissions for the 2008 Calendar will not begin until well
into 2006. Submissions are currently being solicited for the
2007 Calendar. Please see 2007 submission guidelines
elsewhere in this Museletter.

Guidelines:
All Wisconsin residents at least 18 years old are eligible.
Send up to TWO original, unpublished poems.
Maximum length: 30 lines, including spaces between
stanzas.
The editors reserve the right to reject poems that do not fit
the Calendar format.
Please keep copies of your work, as poems will not be
returned.
Poems can be in any style or form and on any topic;
seasonal poems are always welcome.
Include a brief biographical note of three lines or less.
Enclose a stamped, self-addressed postcard for
notification; e-mail submissions will be acknowledged
upon receipt.
Please do not send e-mail attachments. Include the
poem(s)and the biography as part of the e-mail text.
Deadline: February 13, 2006

Send submissions to:
poetpow@charter.net OR

WFOP 2007 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar
c/o Michael Belongie
1421 Hiawatha Drive
Beaver Dam, WI 53916

Submissions for the Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 2007 are Invited
Editors: Michael Belongie and Josephine Zell

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2006
Update

Timing precludes me from supplying anything worthwhile
for now, so all I can say is THANK YOU to our members and
other calendar groupies for making our calendar so
successful. We are ahead of last year on sales. Write on!
and know someone is reading and getting the message.

Michael Farmer
Business Manager, Calendar
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I couldn’t wait for success...so I went ahead without it. —Jonathan Winters

Fiscal Second Quarter Financial Report

General Account: submitted by Nancy Rafal, treasurer
Balance July 1, 2005 $40,264.65

Income: Dues $700.00
Museletter Advertisement 100.00
Jenkins workshop-late 40.00
’05 Spring conf. hotel refund 152.54
’05 Fall conf. reg & room 8,152.55
Uncashed student checks 30.00
Total Income: $9,144.54

Expenses: Museletter $1,200.02
Web maintenance 50.00
Website-annual 39.95
Reimburse member chair 55.98
Transfer to Lit. Fund 9.00
Bank Charges (M&I) 5.00
Misc. (postage) 41.42
Total Expenses: ($1,401.37)

Closing Statements Balance on September 30, 2005 $48,037.82

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Susan Kileen, Literary Fund Co-Chair
Balance July 1, 2005 $1,096.19

Income: Contest Entry Fee $9.00
George Saunders 200.00
Total Income: $209.00

Expenses: Triad Judges $150.00
Total Expenses: ($150.00)

Balance September 30, 2005 $1,155.19

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance July 1, 2005 $7,179.59

Income: Calendar Sales $2,309.12
Total Income: $2,309.12

Expenses: Postage-USPS $107.51
Supplies 0.00
Returns 11.85
Refunds 0.00
Total Expenses: ($119.36)

Closing Balance on September 30, 2005 $9,369.35

Fiscal year is April 1 to March 31 to coincide with our federal tax filing.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

General Fund $48,037.82
Literary Fund $1,155.19
Calendar Fund $9,369.35
Total $58,562.36

Corrections:
A correction needs to be made in the Financial Report listed in the Fall ‘05 Museletter. The Quarter
was incorrectly stated as the Fourth Quarter when it should have been listed as the First Quarter.
Also, line 7 of the conference expenses for the Calendar Account should have been listed as Fall,
not Spring. Thank you to the alert member who brought this to the attention of the treasurer and
newsletter editor.

Year Round Door County Retreat
South Nest in the Boreal Forest

Nice three bedroom home just north of Baileys Harbor.
Rent the whole place or just one room. Close to The
Ridges Sanctuary, Cana Island, and Bjorklunden.
Weekend and weeklong rental. Renew your energies in
nature’s quiet. For information contact Nancy Rafal at
mrsticket@dcwis.com or (920) 839-2191.

July 1, 2005 through September 30, 2005

Webmaster  from  page 5

hesswiscwriter.org). Our three daughters, 14, 16, and 21,
sometimes write poetry. We go to a lot of Madison-area
spoken-word events (another plug for federal teleportation
research here), where the extremely high quality of the
poems provides a major stimulus for my own work. In our
copious spare time, we are rebuilding our house from within
(helpful hint for dog owners: let them outside to pee),
organic-gardening, and spending too much time playing with
computers. Or swearing at them, especially when political
websites are involved.

I’ve had good luck getting my poetry published in the last
few years, which, while no proof of expertise, led me to start
a poetry submission service, PoemFactotum.com. I think that
many poets who would like to be published procrastinate
out of lack of confidence, laziness, or insufficient time; are
unfamiliar with receptive journals; or dither endlessly about
which poems to submit. Which is where I come in. It’s much
easier to make objective decisions about poems that are not
your own, and so far, the results have been very
encouraging. I have also been publishing chapbooks for
local poets, and did most of the layout for the 2006
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

Publication credits include the Beloit Poetry Journal,
Margie, the North American Review, nth position, Wind,
words & images, Blue Fifth Review, Tattoo Highway,
Rosebud, Southern Poetry Review, as well as
asininepoetry.com (under the pseudonym Easter Cathay).
My Flash translation, “Lace,” www.fibitz.com/dentelle/
lace.html, was selected for the 2002 Electronic Literature
Symposium. In 2003, I received the Rinehart National Poetry
Award and my chapbook Sauce Robert was a co-winner in
the Pavement Saw Press competition. I was a finalist for the
2003 Joy Bale Boone and James Hearst poetry prizes. In 2004
I got second place in the Muse contest, was a finalist for the
Violet Reed Haas Book Prize and the Winnow Press Open
Book Award, runner-up for the Stephen Dunn Poetry Award
and the winner of the Pauline Ellis Prose Poem Prize with
“Wall” and in 2005 received third place awards in The Writer
“Discovery” contest and the Lumina flash fiction contest.
My poem “An Apology” was included by Billy Collins in
180 More (Random House, 2005). In my spare time, I read a
lot, especially science fiction. Oh, and eat, sleep, that sort of
thing.

We recently learned of the passing of Bud Johnson. He
was a member of the Fellowship, and a regular contributor to
the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar. He was a reporter,
columnist, editor, and a speechwriter for the mayor of
Milwaukee.

His poem, “dashing through the snow,” appears on page 6
of the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2006. It has the
distinction of being the only poem in this year’s Calendar
whose title contains more words than the body of the poem.
He will be missed.

Bud Johnson, Long-Time
Fellowship Member/Supporter,
Dies
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 If the reading takes place at a cafe or other establishment that sells food, individuals may purchase their own snacks.
    Arrange with the person in charge of the facility for the number of chairs and tables you’ll need. Will one table for
refreshments and one for books for sale be enough? Who will set them up?

The Day of the Reading
Bring a camera, notebook, pens and a couple of poems to read if it’s an open reading. Also bring the items for the snack

table. If you have a scrapbook, display it on a tables. Give someone the task of collecting names of poets for the open reading.
Ask permission to take their photo. Sometimes I’m so enchanted in the midst of the reading I’ll forget to take a photo. Then I’ll
take it after the reading.
    At the start of the reading, give an introduction. If you have an open reading first, call up the readers one at a time. After the
open reading, introduce the featured reader by sharing some of their bio. At the end of the reading be sure to thank the poets
who read, the volunteers and event sponsors. Invite everyone to stick around for snacks.
    At our readings we set a donation basket on the snack table. We keep this petty cash in an envelope for odds and ends for
each reading. Bring a guest book or notebook for collecting names and addresses.

Follow-ups
Write thank you notes to the featured reader and to the volunteers. Be sure to include the person in charge of the facility.

    Sit back and give yourself a pat on the back for a successful reading. A well-planned event will be long remembered by the
kindred spirits you brought together.

     Diana Randolph of Drummond is author of the chapbook In the Heart of the Forest. This is the fifth and final column in her
“The Nuts and Bolts of Poetry” series. She may be reached at oiabms@cheqnet.net and her paintings may be viewed at the
online gallery at www.portalwisconsin.org.

Make Sure Your E-mail Address is Up-to-Date
In recent years, e-mail communications have increased within the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets membership. The

listing of e-mail addresses is kept within the main membership database. On occasion, announcements are sent out by e-
mail to the entire membership. It seems that each time this happens, some e-mails get bounced back to the sender. The
main reason this occurs is that the database manager has not been contacted that an e-mail address has changed. If you
have not received e-mails from the WFOP in recent months, most likely we do not have your most recent address. If you
change your e-mail address, please contact Chris Falk at thefalks@frontiernet.net and let her know of the change so it can
be corrected in the membership database. Please ensure that Chris’ e-mail address is listed as a “safe” address so that
WFOP messages do not get blocked by “spam-blockers.” This will guarantee that you are receiving all electronic
correspondences.

Nuts and Bolts  from  page 10

Marilyn Taylor will be teaching a five-day poetry seminar/
workshop—tentatively titled “THE MATTER OF METER”—
at Lawrence University’s Bjorklunden Seminar Center at
Baileys Harbor this April, beginning on April 24th, which is
the Monday immediately following the WFOP conference!
Members will already be in beautiful Door County—and
might very well be interested in signing up for the seminar,
staying an extra week, and coming home with a solid grip on
poetic meter.

The workshop is for poets at all levels of experience who
are looking to get a better handle on poetry’s traditional
metrical rhythms. Even if you’re already successfully writing
free verse, a hands-on understanding of meter will add much
to your mastery of the rhythms of English, and bring some
variety to the supply of options at your disposal when you
sit down to write a new poem. Just bring along the good
poet’s ear you were born with, and prepare to get the beat!

The workshop will meet every day, Monday the 24th

Marilyn Taylor to Teach Workshop in Door County—April ‘06
through Friday the 28th, from nine in the morning with a break
for lunch, until about two in the afternoon—after which
everyone is free to write, sleep, shop, or explore all the wonders,
natural and otherwise, of Door County. The time of year ensures
that the peninsula will be peaceful, uncrowded, and bursting
with signs of spring.

The venue itself is Bjorklunden’s Seminar Center—a spacious
and lovely lakefront lodge just south of Baileys Harbor, which
was built in traditional Scandinavian style in the early 1990s.
Many participants opt to stay right there at the lodge for the
five days; it offers are sixteen very comfortable “dorm” rooms,
all carpeted, all with private baths and stunning lake views. All
meals are included, the food is fresh and fabulous, and it’s very
reasonably priced. (Commuters are also more than welcome!)
For more information and a brochure (which will be mailed in
January), please e-mail the Director of the Bjorklunden Seminars,
Mark Breseman: Mark.D.Breseman@lawrence.edu or you can
reach him at: PO Box 10, 7603 Chapel Lane, Baileys Harbor, WI
54202, 920-839-2216.

Friends are those rare people who ask how we are and then wait to hear the answer. —Ed Cunningham
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Membership Renewal Form
Dues for the 2005 membership year were due January 1, 2005. Your membership is past due if your mailing label does
not say  (05) after  your name. You will be dropped from the WFOP member list if you haven’t paid the ’05 dues by December
31, 2005.

Mail to: Nancy Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys Harbor, WI 54202-0340.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

E-mail address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

New 5 for 4 Deal***
$100 paid now will give Active
members 5 years of member-
ship for the price of 4 (2006-
2010)! This is a $25.00 savings!

A man travels the world over in search of what he needs and returns home to find it. —George Moore

Angela Rydell Offers Poetry Workshops
Winter Poetry Workshop: Craft and Critique
Length: four weeks; date/time: Wednesdays, January 18th-
February 8th, 6:30 PM-8:30 PM.

Dylan Thomas has said, “What I like to do is treat words
as a craftsman does his wood or stone or what-have-you, to
hew, carve, mould, coil, polish and plane them into patterns,
sequences, sculptures, fugues of sound…”

But how, as poets, do we carve and mold, create “fugues
of sound” through our craft? Together we will attempt to
answer this question, will look closely at our own and each
other’s work, engage in exercises and discuss specific craft
elements such as line, stanza, figurative language, voice,
persona, all the while exploring the relationship between
poetic content and form. This workshop is for poets who
want a critique group as well as a chance to expand their
knowledge of the craft of poetry, from those first impulses to
mold and carve to the final polish.

The goal is that you leave the workshop with new ideas,
additional revision techniques, fresh ways to articulate your
responses to your work and that of others, and renewed
excitement and commitment to the process of writing. Fee:
$80. For more information (including location) contact
Angela at ajrydell@wisc.edu or call (608) 251-6679.

Individual Poetry Critiques
Have you ever had the urge, as Billy Collins laments can

happen, to “tie the poem to the chair with rope and torture a
confession out of it?” Whether you’re struggling with a
poem or you simply would like input on honing your skill at
telling the truth but “tell(ing) it slant” (Emily Dickinson), the
detailed feedback of an individualized critique session can
give you an extra boost.

For a manuscript of 8 poems, up to 10 pages in length
(longer or shorter manuscripts are welcome, price negotiable)
and a fee of $75, the critique includes extensive, craft-
centered comments on each individual poem and on the
group as a whole, as well as a reading list and journal
suggestions. Mail critiques include one follow-up e-mail or
letter exchange to discuss the comments, talk about where
you’re at with your work as well as discuss your goals for
writing/publishing; one-to-one session critiques include a
meeting in Madison to discuss the aforementioned topics.
My goal is to articulate to you what I see working or that
needs work in your writing, and to help you get closer
to expressing your intentions in your poems.

For more information, contact Angela at
ajrydell@wisc.edu or call (608)251-6679.

Angela Rydell holds an M.F.A. in poetry from Warren Wilson College. She teaches in the Continuing Education Program at
Edgewood College and in the UW-Madison Continuing Studies division, has worked as poet-in-residence in area elementary
schools, and has taught poetry programs for senior citizens. Her work has been published in Alaska Quarterly, Prairie
Schooner, Poets & Writers and other journals.
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A good conscience is a continual Christmas. —Benjamin Franklin

Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
9556 Upper 205th Street
Lakeville, MN 55044
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2006 Calendar Book Order Form for WFOP Members

1 book: $1.75
2-3 books: $2.75
4-5 books: $3.75
6-10 books: $4.75

As a current WFOP member, you are entitled to a discount on the purchase of calendars for personal use and gift giving. If you are a contributor,
a calendar containing your poem would make an excellent birthday, anniversary, holiday, or special occasion gift. Between now and December
31, you may order up to TEN (10) calendars at the wholesale rate of $7.00 each (retail price is $10.95). Please use the following form to place
your order. Send to: Michael Farmer, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2006, PO Box 555, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202-0555
Phone: (920) 839-2191

I would like books @ $7.00 each $

If ordering by mail, please add shipping charges:

Shipping and handling: $

Total Enclosed: Make checks payable to WFOP Calendar Account $

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

I would like copies of the RETAIL brochure to
distribute to potential individual buyers.
I would like copies of the WHOLESALE brochure for
bookstores, gifts shops and other potential sellers in my community.
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Trust yourself. You know more than you think you do. —Benjamin Spock

RULES FOR WISCONSIN FELLOWSHIP OF POETS
MUSE PRIZE FOR EXCELLENCE IN POETRY CONTEST

Please read the following rules carefully in order to avoid disqualification:

1. Contestant must be a Wisconsin resident 18 years of age or older.

2. The entry form must be completed in full, included with the submission and postmarked by the contest
deadline date listed on the entry form.

3. Only one original unpublished poem not under consideration elsewhere may be entered in the WFOP Muse
Prize contest. 75 line maximum. Plagiarism disqualifies the contestant.

4. Manuscript must be typed on 8½” x 11” white paper, one side only. Writer’s name should not appear on
the page with the poem.

5. An entry fee of $3.00 for WFOP members and $6.00 for non-members must accompany the submission.
Checks are to be made out to WFOP Literary Fund and mailed to WFOP/Rafal, PO Box 340, Baileys
Harbor, WI 54202.

6. Prizes are: 1st place—$200.00 and trophy; 2nd—$100.00; 3rd—$75.00.

7. Only the winners will be notified prior to the WFOP Spring Conference held on April 22, 2006 in Egg
Harbor. The first place winner is invited to attend the award presentation luncheon as a guest of WFOP.
The list of winners will be published in the WFOP Museletter and posted on the web site, www.wfop.org,
after the conference.

8. Prizes will be awarded only if there are sufficient entries and the contest judge determines that an entry
warrants a prize award.

9. The first place winner of the WFOP Muse Prize will be ineligible to enter that contest again for three years.

10. WFOP is not responsible for lost manuscripts. Do not send a SASE. Entries will not be returned and there
will be no notification if an entry is disqualified for failure to follow any of the above rules.

11. Author retains all rights to his/her work.
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Entry Form for the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
Muse Prize for Excellence in Poetry Contest

Name Telephone

Address

Zip

Poem Title

First Line

I am a Wisconsin resident, 18 years of age or older. The poem I am submitting is my own original unpublished
work and not under consideration elsewhere at this time.

Signature Date

Newspaper (name and address) to be notified if I should win the first place award: (optional)

Make Check Payable to WFOP Literary Fund.

Mail Entry to: WFOP/Rafal
P.O. Box 340
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202

DEADLINE: February 1, 2006 This form may be copied.

Entry Fee Enclosed: Current WFOP member—$3.00
     Non-member—$6.00

The worst prison would be a closed heart. —Pope John Paul II


