
Wisconsin Fellowship
Of Poets Museletter

founded 1950

President Vice-President Secretary Treasurer Membership Chair
Peter Sherrill Roberta Fabiani Bruce Dethlefsen D.B. Appleton Peter Piaskoski
8605 County Road D 407 Dale Drive 422 Lawrence Street 3709 Zwerg Drive 2105 E. Lake Bluff Blvd.
Forestville, WI 54213 Burlington, WI 53105 Westfield, WI 53964 Madison, WI 53705 Shorewood, WI 53211
meadowcroft@dcwis.com berta@execpc.com proeta@excite.com dbappleton@aol.com kppi@aol.com

Winter 2004

President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets that have joined since the  Fall
Museletter issue:

Cynthia Belmont Ashland
Melissa Burris Grand View
Ronault Catalani Madison
Barbara Collignon Shorewood
Ray Hsu Madison
Janice Hysell Sturtevant
Catherine Jagoe Madison
Monte Liebman Lake Geneva
Tom Montag Fairwater
Carol Pemrich Green Bay
Trent Redfield Lester Prairie, MN
Sylvester Regan Sheboygan Falls
Nydia Rojas Middleton
George Saunders Appleton
Max Sheffield Fitzgerald, GA
Kevin Schwartz Madison
Denise Sweet Green Bay
Marilyn Taylor Milwaukee
Robert Treu LaCrosse
New member inquiries should be directed to
Peter Piaskoski, the membership chair. His
contact information is listed in the masthead.

Welcome to all!

We are here to add what we can to, not to get what we can from, life. —Sir William Osler

Editor: Christine Falk

Thanks to Jan Chronister, Sylvia Gillberg, Ann Penton, Diana Randolph and
Deanna Yost for a fine conference in Ashland this October. We enjoyed a fine
hotel, excellent refreshments, good company and—given the time of year—some
pretty respectable weather. Ashland was—well, a bit breezy; but the temperature
was survivable and the rain stayed mostly away. Franco Pagnucci and Ellie
Schoenfeld put on a heck of a show.

The Board acted on several items that I need to announce. We are considering
an additional dues rate that allows you to pay $100 for 5 years of membership. This
is a 20% savings over the $25 annual dues. This will not replace the current $25-
per-year rate: it is an additional option. It was accepted for “first reading” at the
Ashland conference. We will vote on this at the general business meeting this
spring. If accepted, it will become effective the following dues cycle (January 1,
2005). We believe we will recoup the $25 difference with fewer renewal mailings
and better member retention.

In early October, there were several e-mails circulating among the membership
suggesting that the Fellowship’s finances were unstable, or otherwise at risk. The
Board met in executive session at Ashland to investigate these allegations. I’m
pleased to report that the Fellowship’s finances are in excellent shape. Our bank
accounts are secure. There have been no intrusions. All funds are accounted for.

The Board also approved my request to do some fact-finding about investment
options for the WFOP Literary Fund. As most of you know, the Literary Fund is
the roughly $20,000 “nest egg” whose interest-income provides the funding for
our Triad and Muse Contests. At present, the Literary Fund is invested in several
bank CDs. They are a very secure investment, but the interest rate is low. One of
our members suggested that we look into the Community Fund of the Fox Cities,
which manages charitable endowments. Their return rate is higher than CDs.
However, since these are mutual finds, there is greater risk. Please note that no
decision has been made to move the Literary Fund out of the CDs. We are in an
information-gathering mode only. I will assemble the information and bring it to the
Board in the coming months. No decision will be made without Board and general
membership approval.

Hope your Holidays bring good friends to your door, good food to your table,
good music to your ears and good words to your paper. See you at the Spring
conference.

Hugs,

Peter

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

“Fellowship” T-Shirts, Sweatshirts & Mugs
Available

Sport your Fellowship membership proudly, and support us as well! The WFOP
logo now graces T-shirts, sweatshirts and coffee mugs. The “T” is a basic-white
model, silkscreened front and back in black. It’s available in L and XL for $10; XXL
costs $11. The sweatshirt, screened yellow-on-blue, goes for $15. The mug, at $5,
is white ceramic with fired-on black printing. We hope to have photos available on
the Fellowship website soon. For purchase information, contact membership chair
Peter Piaskoski at kppi2105@sbcglobal.net or call (414) 332-9113.

Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street West

Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375

e-mail: thefalks@frontiernet.net

How to reach
the Editor

Museletter Deadline
February 4, 2005
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

You only live once. But if you work it right, once is enough. —Fred Allen

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 3

Lou Roach has  had poems published
recently in Rockford Review. She also
has won second and third prizes in poetry
contests in the Free Verse poetry
magazine published by Linda
Aschbrenner.

The third annual Wisconsin Book
Festival was held in Madison October 6-
10. Started in 2002 with the goal of
establishing an annual public event
celebrating reading, writing, and literacy,
the Festival has grown to feature more
than 100 events, all of which are free and
open to the public. This year ten of them
were poetry-oriented. Many WFOP
members participated as presenters and
as audience members.

Numerous South Central members also
were featured in the week’s worth of
activities celebrating the opening of the
new Overture Center for the Arts in
downtown Madison. On the evening of
September 22nd, three performances in a
row included WFOP poets:  first, the
“Prairie Fire Poetry Quartet” of Richard
Roe, John Lehman, Shoshauna Shy,and
Robin Chapman; next up were Robin
Chapman, Susan Elbe, Catherine Jagoe,
and Judith Strasser, in their group the
“Lake Effect Poets”; and finally, the
“Mind’s Eye Radio Collective”, featuring
(among others) Norma Gay Prewett,
Kathy Miner, Fran Rall, Lynn Patrick
Smith, and Judith Zukerman. And
speaking of Judith, she read from her new
book Amsterdam Days at the Room of
One’s Own bookstore in Madison on
November 7th.

South Central members attending the
WFOP Fall Conference in Ashland
included Elayne Clipper Hanson, Lincoln
Hartford, Susan Kileen, Kathy Miner,
Fran Rall, Richard Roe, Paul Sadofsky,
David Scheler, and Judith Zukerman.

CX Dillhunt  read at Avol’s Books (the
store formerly known as Canterbury
Booksellers) on November 18th.

Special notice to Madison-area South
Central members: there is a movement

South-Central Region

afoot to gather us on a more regular basis
for social and learning activities. If you
would be interested in events such as a
monthly potluck dinner and/or poetry
workshops, please notify me. E-mail is
best—kdminer@wisc.edu. We haven’t
done much by way of activities at a
regional level, and perhaps we should
start. Our chapter as a whole covers 10
counties (and includes 130-some
members), so cohesiveness is difficult.

Due to conflicts with holidays, the
regularly WFOP-sponsored readings at
Barnes and Noble (fourth Sunday
evenings, 7:00 PM) have been suspended
for November and December. The series
will resume on January 23, 2005. Poets
featured recently at that venue have
included Alice D’Alessio and Timothy
Walsh.

WFOP Calendar readings, coming right
up! The traditional Madison one is
scheduled for December 14th at Avol’s;
another will be held at the Village
Booksmith in Baraboo on December 10th.
Check your local listings to confirm. All
poets whose work will appear in the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005 are
invited to read.

Poets are reminded that the Wisconsin
Academy Review will be accepting entries
for its 2005 short story and poetry
contests until December 6th.  See http:/
/www.wisconsinacademy.org/review/
contestrules.html for details. Three South
Central members were runners-up in the
2004 contest: Jackie Langetieg,
Shoshauna Shy, and Jeannie Bergmann.
And speaking of Jeannie, she’s got a new
chapbook out by the name of Steaming
a Head. It’s available from her or from
Avol’s.
submitted by
Kathy Miner, South-Central Regional VP

Linda Newman Woito had poems
published in Free Verse,  Poetalk,
Medical Encounter, Spin and The
Rockford Review.

Jackie Langetieg’s poem, “Tai Chi in
4 Movements,” was published in the Fall
2004 issue of Minneapolis’ Taijiquan
Journal.

Patrick T. Randolph, Madison, and
his wife, Gamze, are enjoying the color-
luscious autumnal behavior of the trees
in Dane County. Patrick recently had
poems published in Poetry Depth
Quarterly, Rearview Quarterly, Offerings
Quarterly, New Author’s Journal, and

the Rockford Review. He continues to
make poetry a part of his grammar and
syntax course at UW-Madison. Anyone
interested in viewing his mother’s “visual
poetry” can log onto http://
w w w . r i c e l a k e l i b r a r y . o r g /
QuiltBookExpoPhotos.html to see an
amazing selection of handmade quilts.

Ray Hsu’s poetry has been included in
a new anthology entitled Breathing Fire
2: Canada’s New Poets published in
October 2004 by Nightwood Editions.
His book of poetry, Anthropy, was
published in September 2004, also by
Nightwood Editions. See the Poetry
Publications section for more information.
Ray will be reading on WPR’s Higher
Ground radio show on Saturday,
December 11th at 7 p.m.

Shoshauna Shy coordinated and
managed a dozen poetry events for the
Wisconsin Book Festival in Madison
which included panel discussions,
readings, presentations, performances
and workshops. Her poems were
published by Wisconsin Trails, Taproot
Literary Review, Epicenter, Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 2005, and Margie:
The American Journal of Poetry. She
was also a featured poet in the summer
issue of Poets’ Canvas. Shoshauna
performed with the Prairie Fire Poetry
Quartet at the Overture Center’s Grand
Opening and at the State Door as part of
the Wisconsin Book Festival, both in
Madison.

Judith Strasser is featured in the 2005
edition of Bylines Writer’s Desk
Calendar. The daytimer showcases one
author each month who shares his/her
thoughts on the writing life. Bylines is
available at bookstores and through the
web at www.bylinescalendar.com.

On Friday, February 11, 2005,  7:30 p.m.
at Village Booksmith in Baraboo, enjoy a
short trip to Amsterdam when Judith
Zukerman reads from her chapbook,
Amsterdam Days. Instrumental and vocal
music will accompany Judith. Open mic
to follow.

Poets from the Mid-Central Region
appearing in the Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar: 2005 are: Linda Aschbrenner,
Cathy Conger, Barbara Cranford,
Laurie Pech Daley, Bruce Dethlefsen,

Mid-Central Region
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Whatever will satisfy hunger is good food. —Chinese proverb

What’s Happenin’  from  page 2

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 4

East Region

Gloria Federwitz, Lucy Rose Johns,
Jeffrey Johannes, Joan Wiese Johannes,
Kris Rued-Clark, Susan Twiggs, and
LuAnn Zieman.

Linda Aschbrenner and Barb Cranford
had poems published in  Cup of Poems.

Poets published by Marsh River
Editions are featured on the Poetry Trail
at the UW-Marshfield/Wood County
Arboretum. Poets with poems along the
trail are: Gary C. Busha, Bruce
Dethlefsen,  June Nirschl, Nancy Rafal,
and Judy Roy.

Joan Wiese Johannes will read at the
McMillan Coffeehouse at the McMillan
Memorial Library, Wisconsin Rapids, on
December 13th at 7 p.m.

Linda Aschbrenner, Bruce
Dethlefsen, June Nirschl, and Judy Roy
participated in a Marsh River Editions
reading at Michelangelo’s at the
Wisconsin Book Festival in Madison.
Linda Aschbrenner presented at the
“Poetry in the Small City” panel at UW-
Stevens Point in October and she also
gave a poetry reading in Stevens Point
on November 18th. The Marshfield Final
Friday open mic will resume in January at
a new location. Marshfield area poets
met at the China Chef in Marshfield in
November for an end-of-year gathering.

The Mid-State Poetry Towers group
read in Waupaca on November 19th.
WFOP members in this group are Bruce
Dethlefsen, Jeffrey Johannes, and
William L. M. H. Clark.

Marilyn Taylor and Michael Kriesel
sponsored recent contests in Free Verse.

Barb Cranford held her 13th all-day
poem-making workshop in October.
Grace Bushman, Lincoln Hartford, Lou
Roach, Kris Rued-Clark and Sue Twiggs
were among the poets who worked with
Barb and Brian Skinner, editor of
Manhattan Literary Journal. Barb was
recently named poetry editor of that New
York magazine.

Diana Randolph, Drummond, had a
poem published in the Summer issue of
The Discerning Poet. She read at the
September open mic for Second Sunday
Poets at the Drummond Library; and had
a great time at WFOP’s Fall Conference
in Ashland seeing and meeting poets

Northwest Region

from around the state. Beginning with this
Winter issue of the Museletter she will write
a column on “The Nuts and Bolts of Poetry,”
until “I run out of ideas,” she says.

Ann Penton participated in summer
poetry-writing workshops at Rhinelander’s
School of the Arts. She had/will have poems
published in the Haiku Society of
America’s 2004 Members’ Anthology and
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005 and
received honorable mention in WRWA’s
Jade Ring Contest. Ann read at Second
Sunday Poets in Drummond and read/
discussed poetry for a local book club that
selected her chapbook, Investigating
Indigo, as its monthly choice. She
completed a 6-week online “Pleasures of
Poetry” course through Ed2Go.

Janet Leahy read from her chapbook,
The Storm, at the International Day of
Peace celebration in Racine on September
21st.

Elaine Cavanaugh had  poems published
recently in Hummingbird Magazine of the
Small Poem’s 15th anniversary issue,
September 2004, Wisconsin Poets
Calendar:2005 and an upcoming issue of
Free Verse. She recently read her poems at
Woodland Pattern Book Center in
Milwaukee and Barbara Sanborn Public
Library in Pewaukee, Wisconsin. Her poems
and essays have been accepted or appeared
in the following publications: Cayati,
Crossing Troublesome, Wisconsin
Academy Review, Sequoya Review,
Shepherd Express, The Scene, Kudzu,
Wisconsin Press Women’s Impressions/
Expressions and New Voices III. Some of
Elaine’s poems  can be found on the Web
at Spondee, TMP Irregular and Poetry
Pages.

Charles P. Ries has had poetry appear
in and/or accepted for publication in the
following print and electronic magazines:
Poetry Patchwork, Rockford Review, Fall
WFOP Museletter, Real Eight, First Class,
Dufus,  TMP Irregular, Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar: 2005, Muses Apprentice Guild,
Side Reality, Re)verb, Big Bridge, Remark,
FUCK!, Thunder Sandwich, Barbaric
Yawp and SNReview. He has had short
stories accepted by ESC! Magazine,
Thunder Sandwich and Toasted Cheese
Literary Journal. He has poetry reviews
appearing in and/or accepted for

publication in the following magazines:
Philadelphia Poets, Poetry Market,
PulpLit, ESC! Magazine, Lummox,
Apollo’s Lyre, TMPoetry Irregular,
Remark, Poetic Voices, Bathtub Gin,
Zygote In My Coffee, LauraHird.Com
and Open Wide. Thunder Sandwich has
electronically published his fourth book
of poetry, A Perfect Place and it can be
downloaded by going to Boomsnack
Chaps: www.thundersandwich.net/ries/
oddries.pdf  And he took third place in
the 2004 Jade Ring Contest for his article
entitled: “Say ‘Yes’ to Divorce and Live
With Your X.”

Janet Leahy and Barbara Bache-Wiig,
WFOP members as well as The Poetry
People, gave readings from their recent
chapbooks on October 2, 2004 at Avalon
Square retirement home in Waukesha.
They interspersed their readings, doing
both serious, “heavy” poems along with
lighter fare.

Bud Johnson has published a poem in
Capper’s and on their website.

Helen Padway won a short story
contest sponsored by the St. Francis
Public Library. The call was for stories
about the fish fry. The fish fry has a
strong history in Milwaukee’s heritage.
She read the poem to an assembled group
at the library on November 7th.

Marilyn Taylor’s book, Subject to
Change is now available at selected
bookstores in Milwaukee and on
Amazon.com. See the Poetry Publications
for more information. Marilyn’s poetry
has appeared in various publications
this year: Smartish Pace, 5th Anniversary
issue (#10), Emily Dickinson Awards
Anthology, The Cream City Review 28.1,
Wisconsin Academy Review 50.2, and
The Poem Tree: an Anthology of Formal
Verse. Her review of Jesse Lee
Kercheval’s book, Dog Angel appeared
in Cup of Poems, fall 2004 issue and her
article entitled, “Going Formal: How
Rhyme and Meter Can Work For—or
Against—You” appeared in The Writer,
August 2004 issue. Marilyn participated
in readings at the Library of Congress in
Washington DC, Schwartz Books,
Woodland Pattern Books, Milwaukee
Public Library, Marian College in Fond
du Lac and Avol’s Books in Madison.
She conducted a workshop in October at
Bjorklunden in Bailey’s Harbor. Marilyn
received the following awards and
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Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul. —Emily Dickinson

What’s Happenin’ continues on page 10

What’s Happenin’  from  page 3

honors: City of Milwaukee Poet Laureate
for 2004-2005, West Chester University
Poetry Conference Seminar Co-Chair and
Panelist, National Poetry Foundation
Conference Panelist, Orono, Maine,
Keynote Speaker at the Statewide High
School Creative Writing Festival at UW-
Whitewater, and 2nd Place in the Emily
Dickinson Awards competition
sponsored by Universities West Press.

The region is well represented in the
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005.  Anita
Beckstrom, Doris Bezio, Shirley
Brander, William L. M. H. Clark, Sue
De Kelver, Donajean Durkin, Sherry
Elmer, Michael Farmer, Hanne Gault,
Jude Generaux, Annette Grunseth, Phil
Hansotia, Barbara Larsen, Peggy Lott,
Mary Ann Napoleone, June Nirschl,
Nancy Rafal, Phyllis Reisdorf, Tobin F.
Rockey, Judy Roy, Amanda Sabah, Peter
Sherrill, and Mary Jo Stich have work
in the calendar.

Poets published by Marsh River
Editions took to the stage at Third
Avenue Playhouse on August 14th.  Gary
Busha, Bruce Deflethsen,  Sue De
Kelver, June Nirschl, Nancy Rafal, and
Judy Roy read and saluted Linda
Aschbrenner, Marsh River’s founder.
The event was recorded by Roger Kuhns.
TAP also hosted a Poets Open Mic night
on October 23rd.  William L. M. H. Clark,
Michael Farmer, Karen McClelland,
Nancy Rafal, and Peter Sherrill were
among the participants.  William L. M. H.
Clark facilitated the Poets’ Retreat at
Kangaroo Lake the second weekend in
November.

Congratulations to new member, Sara
Rose Thomas, for earning Triad honors.
Sara attended the fall WFOP conference
in Ashland. Irene Zimmerman also
received honors. Sara also walked away
with first place in the after conference
poetry slam at the Black Cat Café in
Ashland. Nancy Rafal received second
place. Other region attendees included
Michael Farmer, Jerry Hauser, new
member Carol Pemrich, Peter Sherrill,
and Irene Zimmerman. Judy Roy was
unable to attend but received an
honorable mention.

Sue De Kelver and the Off Q Gals

West-Central Region

(June Nirschl, Nancy Rafal, and Judy
Roy) represented Marsh River Editions
at Green Bay’s ArtStreet at the Meyer
Theatre on August 29th as guests of The
Reader’s Loft in De Pere.  Sue was featured
reader at Green Bay’s Barnes & Noble on
September 9th and at Conkey’s in
Appleton on December 21st.  A poem of
Sue’s appeared in the September/October
issue of the Door County Voice.

Mary Jo Stich received an honorable
mention for the NFSPS contest, Amelia
Reynolds Long Memorial Award, for her
poem “Wanted: Banjo For Grandson.”
The Off Q Gals have read in Sister Bay,
Baileys Harbor, Madison for the
Wisconsin Book Festival, and were
featured readers at the Neville Museum
in Green Bay, the Montello Public Library,
and Woodland Pattern Book Center in
Milwaukee. Nancy Rafal read at the
Chicago Cultural Center on October 27th
for the Chicago Book Festival.

Michael Farmer and Nancy Rafal
participated in Judith Strasser and Robin
Chapman’s class at The Clearing while
Judy Roy and June Nirsch worked with
Marilyn Taylor at Bjorklunden. Both
classes met for a poetry evening at Rafal’s
South Nest Retreat. Nancy Rafal will be
stepping down as regional vice-president
and stepping up as treasurer for WFOP.
She says she always finds big shoes to
fill—Barbara Larsen’s and DB
Appleton’s.

On August 19th Peninsula Art School
invited poets to read works in response
to Carol Emmons’ installation, Surveying
Desire XIII.  Cynthia Johnson organized
the tea and readings. Lorine Brink,
Cynthia Johnson, Phil Hansotia, June
Nirschl, Nancy Rafal, Judy Roy, and
Irene Zimmerman read.

A big CONGRATULATIONS to
Denise Sweet who is Wisconsin’s Poet
Laureate. And an equally big THANK
YOU to Ellen Kort for her trail blazing as
the first state poet laureate.

I have enjoyed my time as regional VP
and will keep my hand in the activities of
the region. We have expanded venues
for poets in Door County and Green Bay.
We are planning a great conference in the
spring of 2006 in Green Bay with the
theme of “Cultural Diversity.”

If I have neglected anyone’s news, I
apologize. I’m in the midst of family health
problems. Thank you for understanding.

submitted by
Nancy Rafal, Northeast Regional VP

Roger Kuhns and David Jones’ poetry
and music CD, Seeing the Mirror, is now
available. The CD features Jones’ poetry
and Kuhns’ guitar and two songs. It was
recorded live at St. Joseph’s Retreat in
Door County on January 23, 2004. See the
Poetry Publications section for more
information.

Michael Kriesel has had 2 poems
accepted by The Progressive. He also
received an Honorable Mention in the
Wisconsin Regional Writers Association
2004 Jade Ring Competition, with his
poem, “Dry Summer,” a tribute to Lorine
Niedecker. “Dry Summer” is scheduled
to appear in the Fall 2005 edition of the
Wisconsin Academy Review. He has
poems forthcoming in Bitter Oleander
and Cup of Poems. His work recently has
appeared in Free Verse, The Council for
Wisconsin Writers Quill Driver, and
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2005.

October flew by on eagle wings. The
Epidemic Peace Project Show at the Eau
Claire Regional Arts Center State Theater
Gallery was a great success. Yvette Flaten,
Peg Lauber, Sandra Lindow, Nadine St.
Louis, and Sue Thibado were among the
local poets who collaborated with local
artists in creating over 50 pieces or art
and poetry. Multi-talented Candace
Hennekens collaborated with herself as
both watercolor artist and poet. Poets
read their poems and discussed their
collaborations October 10th, 17th and
24th in three Sunday afternoon
presentations that were open to the
public. The final reading marked the end
of the very inspirational Chippewa Valley
Book Festival.

In September, Sandra Lindow received
Wisconsin Regional Writers’ Jade Ring,
first prize in poetry for her poem “Timeline
Tapestry.” She also can carve her name
in the Bard’s Chair and keep it for a year.
In October, Lindow’s latest chapbook,
Walking the Labyrinth, was published
by Foothills Publishing of Kanona, New
York. Lindow’s poem “Briar Rose:  A
Case Study” has been accepted by
Kaleidoscope. Her poem “The Sipper’s
Wife” can be seen on-line at http://
literary.erictmarin.com/sipper.htm. Her

Northeast Region
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We must accept finite disappointment, but we must never lose infinite hope. —Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

Membership Renewal Form
Dues for the 2005 membership year are due January 1, 2005. You are past due if your mailing label says (03) or (04) after
your name.

Mail to: D.B. Appleton, 3709 Zwerg Drive, Madison, WI 53705.
Please make checks payable to: WFOP.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip+4

E-mail address

Active $25.00
Student $12.50

Early membership renewals are a big boost for the Fellowship; they save us a great deal
of time, effort and expense. But we can’t just say, “Hey! Send us your money now!” (Well,
we could, but that wouldn’t be very polite.) What we can do is, offer you a chance to
win incredibly fabulous prizes! (OK, maybe not incredibly fabulous—two all-expense-
paid weeks in the Caribbean would be incredibly fabulous—but they’re pretty darn
nice prizes.)

If your 2005 membership renewal is postmarked by January 31st, you’ll be entered in a drawing for
all manner of poetaphernalia (don’t bother looking that one up). Books, collections, poetic
miscellany—words of every type (groan!) There will be lots of prizes, and lots of winners, but only if
your renewal makes the deadline.

If you’ve already renewed for 2005, you’re automatically entered in the drawing. If you still owe your
‘04 dues, no problem—just pay ’em both, and you’re in. And if you’re a life member and want a chance
at the goodies, for a mere $5 donation (which must be postmarked by the January 31st deadline) you
can get in on the raffle as well.

So get that renewal to the P.O. ASAP if you want to win some PDNP (Pretty Darn Nice Prizes). The
drawing will take place at the spring conference in Kenosha—hurry, hurry, hurry, I think I hear the mail
truck now!

The Early Birds Get the Words!
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In the face of uncertainty, there is nothing wrong with hope. —Bernie Siegel

Denise Sweet Named as
Second Wisconsin Poet
Laureate

On October 13, 2004 Governor Jim Doyle named Denise
Sweet as Poet Laureate of Wisconsin. She began her four-
year term at a gala reception at the Governor’s Executive
Residence in Madison.

Ms. Sweet is Associate Professor of Humanistic Studies,
and an advisor for the American Indian Studies minor, at the
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. She has published five
books of poetry and numerous individual poems, essays,
and fictional pieces in a wide variety of periodicals. She was
one of five U.S. writers sponsored by the U.S. Embassy to
attend the First World Congress of Indigenous Literatures of
the Americas, held in Guatemala City.

As Poet Laureate, she will lead one statewide project that
will promote poetry in Wisconsin. Her proposed project is
titled “Here @ Home: A Community Calendar Series.” This
traveling workshop of poetry and writing will move from
urban to rural settings, will encourage people to write, and
then display their works in the community.

Ms. Sweet succeeds Ellen Kort, Wisconsin’s first Poet
Laureate. Kort is a long-time member of the Fellowship.

Also honored at the Governor’s reception were Tom
Montag and John Lehman, who were finalists in the Laureate
selection process. They were recognized as Commended
Poets. Sweet, Montag and Lehman all received honorary
memberships in the WFOP.

Representing the Fellowship at the reception were Cathryn
Cofell, chair of the Poet Laureate Commission; Peter Sherrill,
Fellowship president; Bruce Dethlefsen, secretary; and
Jeannie Bergmann, webmistress.

Wisconsin-Hessen Writers’
Alliance Growing

The Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters is
sponsoring a cultural-exchange program between Wisconsin
and the German state of Hesse. One part of this program is
an alliance between writers in the two countries. The
Fellowship is pleased to be part of this project.

First on the scene was the joint website,
www.hesswiscwriter.org. It’s the forum for joint projects,
exchanges of poetry, and other cultural mingling. Check out
the “members” listing and you’ll find the Fellowship very
well represented.

Soon to come, we’ll hear about a real-life cultural
exchange. Hessen has offered three months’ housing and a
stipend to a visiting Wisconsin writer or writers. The
Academy is assembling a committee to choose our cultural
ambassador(s), and offer a similar package to Hessen
writer(s). Fellowship president Peter Sherrill is serving on
that committee.

This cultural-exchange program is a work-in-progress.
Ideas and initiatives are welcome. If you have suggestions,
thoughts or questions, contact Joan Fischer at the
Wisconsin Academy.

She can be reached at jfischer@wisconsinacademy.org, or
call (608) 263-1692. Mailing address is 1922 Old University
Avenue, Madison, WI 53726.

Kay Saunders’ Fund
Benefits WFOP

Long-time Fellowship member Kay Saunders passed
away earlier this year. Her family has established the Kay
Saunders Memorial Fund to honor her lifelong work with
new poets. This fund will benefit the Fellowship’s work
with new and emerging poets. More specifically, the fund
will sponsor the Triad Contest’s “new poets” category,
which has been renamed the Kay Saunders New Poet’s
Award.

The Kay Saunders Memorial Fund is administered by
the Saunders family, and is not associated with the
Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets. However, the Fellowship
gratefully acknowledges the Saunders family’s generosity
and encourages our members to donate to this fund.
Donations to the Saunders memorial are tax-deductible to
the extent allowed by law.

Donations may be sent to George Saunders, 1700 N.
Racine, Appleton, WI 54911.

Conference Rotation
Schedule Revised

The Board has revised the conference rotation schedule.
Here is the latest version:

Spring 2005 South Spring 2009 South
Fall 2005 East Fall 2009 East
Spring 2006 Northeast Spring 2010 Northeast
Fall 2006 West-Central Fall 2010 West-Central
Spring 2007 Mid-Central Spring 2011 Mid-Central
Fall 2007 Central Fall 2011 Central
Spring 2008 South-Central Spring 2012 South-Central
Fall 2008 Northwest

Data Design

Book Design &
Professional Editing Services

Christine Falk
952.985.5375

datadesign@frontiernet.net
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Markets
As the new person writing this column, I would  appreciate information from members to make the markets column a rich

resource for all WFOP. Sources used this time include 2005 Poet’s Market, International Women’s Writers’ Guild Newsletter
(website:www.iwwg.org) and personal experience. My aim was diversity. Feedback is welcome.

“Every time I look out the window, I see a poem passing.”  —Gwendolyn Brooks

HELPFUL WEBSITES from 2005 Poet’s Market, p. 35 includes specific information about questionable poetry publishers and
awards.

Academy of American Poets: www.poets.org/awards/faq.cfm
Preditors &Editors website: www.anotherealm.com/prededitors/
Writer Beware tracks contests, publishers and literary agents: www.sfwa.org/beware
Online “Scam Kit: from The Writer’s Center”: www.writer.org/writersresources/scamkit.htm

Birmingham Poetry Review, English Dept., HB 205, UAAB, 1530 Third Ave. S, Birmingham, AL 35294, requests 3-5 poems for
next issue. No cover letter. Deadline: December 1, 2004.

Bylines 2006 Writer’s Desk Calendar. Submissions now being accepted. Deadline is February 1, 2005. Guidelines available
at www.bylinescalendar.com or by calling Linda Hagen Miller at (509) 534-0225.

“Discovery”/ The Nation Poetry Contest. Guidelines available for SASE or at www.92ndsty.org or by calling (212)415-5759.
Unterberg Poetry Center of the 92nd St. Y, 1394 Lexington Ave. , New York, NY 10128. E-mail: unterberg@92y.org.
Approximately 1,000 entries. Deadline: January 21, 2005.

HeartLodge: Honoring the House of the Poet, PO Box 370627,  Denver, CO 80237, is a new magazine seeing poetry with
strong sense of voice, imagery, and place. Send 3-5 unpublished poems up to 32 lines each with bio. Deadline: December 15,
2004.

Image: A Journal of Arts & Religion (Specialized: religion), 3307 3rd Ave. W., Seattle, WA 98119. Website:
www.imagejournal.org. Publisher: Gregory Wolfe. Published quarterly, “explores and illustrates the relationship between faith
and art through world-class fiction, poetry, essays, visual art and other arts.” Wants “poems that grapple with religious faith,
usually Judeo-Christian.” Receives about 800 poems a year, accepts up to 2 %. Has 4,000 subscribers (100 libraries). Submit 4
poems. No previously published poems. Responds in 3 months. Pays 4 copies plus $2 line ($150 maximum). Reviews poetry
books.

Lullaby Hearse (Specialized: experimental poetry with an edge), 216 Fifth St., Bangor, ME 04401. Website:
www.lullabyhearse.com. Editor: Ruth Jacobs. Appears quarterly and publishes writing, art, poetry and vintage movie reviews
with emphasis on work with an edge. “Wants vivid, pained poetry within the genres of horror, experimental, urban, rural, erotic
and personal verse. Does not want poems about writing, bland odes to nature, clumsy, heavy handed rhyme, self-pitying
lyrics or far out fantasy. Shocking poetry is fine. Submit 3-10 poems at a time. Accepts simultaneous submissions; no
previously published poems. Accepts e-mail submissions. Cover letter is preferred. Include SASE with hard copy. Reads year
round. Guidelines on website. Responds in 6 weeks. Pays $5 and 1 copy.

Mona Schreiber Prize for Humorous Fiction and Non-Fiction, 11362 Homedale St. , Los Angeles, CA 90049, requests
unpublished work up to 750 words from writers of comedic essays, articles, short stories, poetry, shopping lists, etc. Awards
$500, $250, $100. “Uniqueness is suggested, weirdness is encouraged.” Reading fee: $5. Deadline: December 1, 2004.

The Neovictorian Cochlea, P.O.Box 55164, Madison, WI 53705, e mail: eacam@exec.pc.com. Website:
www.pointandcircumference.com. Editor: Esther Cameron. Appears biannually and “seeks to promote poetry of introspection,
dialogue, and social concern. Wants poetry of beauty and integrity with emotional and intellectual depth, commitment to
subject matter as well as language, and the courage to ignore fashion.” Submit 3-5 poems at a time. Accepts simultaneous
submissions and on rare occasions a previously published poem. Prefers postal mail. Cover letter is not necessary. “Tradition
is the only guideline.”

Schomburg “Center for Research in Black Culture, Scholars-in- Residence Program,” New York Public Library, 515

Markets continues on page 14

Though we travel the world over to find the beautiful, we must carry it with us or we find it not. —Ralph Waldo Emerson

Judith Zukerman  • PO Box 5442 • Madison, WI 53705-0442 • jzukerman7@earthlink.net
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Household Pests
THE STUFF OF LEGENDS

A mouse—no, the Michael Jordan
of mice—rolls an Oreo cookie from
a package on the enameled top
of the refrigerator toward the edge
and then lets it fly, right over the side,
to the squeals of unseen fans,
cheering below.

---------John Lehman, Rockdale

Poems by Our Membership / Wendy Vardaman, Editor

EPITAPH ON A LATE-WINTER MOUSE

One evening, my younger daughter, with
just a tinge of hysteria, brought to my attention
what appeared to be a strange, dancing mouse cavorting
about on the maple floorboards of our kitchen, a veritable
Nureyev of his species, one full of energy or spunk or maybe
just crazy as hell. He seemed, she said, to be
executing pirouettes and solo leaps. To rule out
hallucinations on my daughter’s part, I set
mousetraps that very evening.

The next morning, I stood over the carcass of
a mouse covered from his mid-section
and above by the wooden plank of the mousetrap
which left visible only the tan fur of his belly,
hind legs, and a tail as straight as a marsh reed.

I reached down and flipped over the trap only
to find myself face to face with the creature, his
tiny jet black eyes looking up at me, almost
accusingly, as if I were a Goliath-like henchman
who, with unmistakable malevolent intention, had
put an end to his very successful
dancing career.

I leaned closer and whispered apologetically to him
that I only wished to rid my studious daughter of
her study-time distraction, that he should not take
his murder personally, and that I really, really have nothing
but the utmost respect for talented, dancing
mice.

----------Stephen Anderson, Shorewood

Theme for Spring issue:
“Sonnets”
Deadline: Friday, February 4, 2005
Theme for Summer issue:
“The Body in Motion:
Deadline: Friday, May 6, 2005

A PRAYER OF PETITION

I was young
thoughtless
It was mean
to scare you
Your house
never was
on fire
Your children
never were
in danger
Please take back
your curse
your hordes
of tribulation
Leave my house
my children
in peace

Ladybug
Lady bug
please
fly away
home.

------------Kathleen Hayes Phillips,
Waukesha

NIGHT GAME

I’m swinging a broom
at a bat doing laps
in the living room

standing in my underwear
sweating beer and
swinging like Babe Ruth

when he’d miss
I want to go to bed
I must have twenty strikes

against me but that dark
curve ball keeps coming
meanwhile Grampa’s

doubled up behind me
like a catcher
laughing

------------Michael Kriesel, Aniwa
previously published in
Free Verse
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Submit poems to:
Wendy Vardaman, 2336 Monroe Street, Madison, WI 53711 OR

tadubois@facstaff.wisc.edu
(No Attachments, Please)

Membership status must be current to be considered for
publication on these pages.

ODE TO MY KITCHEN

Kitchen, kitchen, in my house,
Was it you who fed the furtive mouse
The coldest part of winter’s snap
Till late one night it found the trap
I’d set beside the open vent,
The passage where he came and went?

Oh, kitchen, kitchen, by your sink
I peel potatoes, muse and think
Of foods to buy and meals to eat
Or just how long to roast the meat,
And while the oven’s baking hot,
I wash the dishes and clean the pots,

Kitchen, kitchen, it is your space
That cooks to feed the human race.
Around your tables set with care
Our sacred daily bread we share.
Here too we find our food for thought
And share with food the love we ought.

------------Peter Piaskoski, Shorewood

STALKING THE WILY MILLER MOTHS

Inside all the outdoor clothes by the back door
I found larva, sticking, squishy, cobwebby,
which wouldn’t disappear with one washing.

After this, late at night,
Neck bending backwards like a bird watcher
I see dark shapes on the ceiling.
“Wosh,” I turn on the vacuum cleaner
(Trust me, it’s the best way)
Hoping they haven’t laid any more eggs.

“Good thing your type don’t eat clothes, Moths,
Or I’d give you a little mushroom cloud.”
I, of course, would wear a mask.

---------Fran Rall, Madison

maple leaf
   floating in the pool
      life raft for some ants

*****
in my dresser,
   crickets.
      at night my clean socks
         call to me

*****
one cicada so loud
   even other cicadas
      must long to stomp it

------------Kevin L. Schwartz,
Madison

THE CHEESE GOD

A thin northern Wisconsin fly finds a piece of warm cheese;
Lands on it, winks on it,
Grins on it,
And puts his fragile feather-like hands together in the grand

Ritual of prayer to celebrate his All Powerful,
Benevolent,
Omniscient, and Always
Blissfully beaming
god of Cheese.

------------Patrick T. Randolph, Madison

CRAWLING MAKES ME CREEP

Centipede
Crawling up my wall
Smack! Gone ~~~~
Shoes and all.

------------Ruth Sellnow, Watertown

HOUSEHOLD GODS

Once they were innumerable,
flickering across the brindled openings
of the windows and doors,
lares et penates, the bright spirits
of the house, tiny flaming industries
clicking away the bones of hours.
We took care not to offend them
and left out offerings of new milk,
pleading with them each evening

let the cat come home
let the meat nourish us
let the lampwick light.

Then the cross word
stalked in like a demented
grandmother saying Shoo! Shoo!
scrubbing the corners clean
with the elbows of a greasy frown.
Their extinguished carapaces rustled
under her sacred featherduster
like dead insects.

Now that her humped back is turned,
our genius loci streaks down invisible wires;
gets the coffee ready before we wake,
tapes the show we will never see,
tells us we have mail,
tells us we have a life.

------------F.J. Bergmann, Poynette
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A lie has speed, but truth has endurance. —Edgar J. Mohn

What’s Happenin’  from  page 4

Central-Fox Valley Region

poem, “Mary Sweeny:The Wisconsin
Window Smasher” has been published
in Margie. “Cosmic Requiem” has been
accepted by the Magazine of Speculative
Poetry and “Eve” will be reprinted in the
Wisconsin Academy Review.

Peg Lauber won honorable mention in
the triad sonnet contest for her poem,
“Sonnet to Stress.”

Nadine St. Louis has won two
honorable mentions in recent Free Verse
contests, with subsequent publication
in the zine: “Genesis” (the sestina) in the
“I AM” contest and “WWII Memorial:
The Dedication” in the “Polemic” contest.
Kalliope has accepted her “Pretending
to Be Sinead O’Connor.” Her poem,
“Epiphany” has been published in
Poetica Grandma-tica.

New member, Linda Frank has had her
poem “Working Grandmother” published
in the anthology Poetica Grandma-tica.
Frank also has a poem in the Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 2005. Plans are being
made for a Chippewa Valley Peace
Anthology to be published in March
2005. It tentatively will be called A Peace
of the Valley.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Jane-Marie Bahr, Menomonie, has
two forthcoming poems in Free Verse.

Karla Huston read at the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh Wisconsin Review
Reading, October 26, 2004.  She has poems
and reviews published or forthcoming in
Three Candles, Busenhalter, Eclectica
Magazine, Smartish Pace, 5 AM, Pearl,
Chiron Review, Nanny Fanny,
Cambridge Book Review and Mobius.
Look for new chapbook Virgins on the
Rocks—coming soon from Parallel Press.

Laura L. Pierret of Fond du Lac
facilitated two workshops, both entitled
“Journaling to Self-Enlightenment” on
October 26th at the Green Lake
Conference Center as part of the yearly
“Our Day” event. Laura presented useful
tips on how to get started, stay motivated,
and derive joy and self-realization from
writing consistently in a journal.

Ia Bolz read at the Howl At The Moon
poetry/music open mic at The Unity
Church, Appleton on October 28, 2004.
She recently returned from a trip to

Sonnet category judged by Marilyn Taylor—39 entries
First Place: Lester Smith for “The Smith Sonnet”
Second: Sarah Rose Thomas for “New Moon Blackout—A Modern Sonnet”
Third: Brent Christianson for “Man Expectant”
First HM: Margaret Lauber for “Sonnet for Stress”
Second HM: Helen Padway for “Housing”

Kay Saunders Memorial New Poet Award judged by Steve Bellin—61 entries
First Place: Gail Wickman for “Nerd Girl and the Diamond”
Second: Susan Hueber for “How Not to Give a Gift”
Third: Lester Smith for “Breaking Horses”
First HM: Judy Roy for “Nine”
Second HM: Joan Zeier for “On the Quilt—God’s Eighth Day”

Poet’s Choice judged by John Lehman—72 entries
First Place: Sr. Irene Zimmerman for “So Late the Lesson”
Second: Karla Huston for “Catch and Release”
Third: Richard Roe for “Two Young Women Contemplate ‘Girl in Front of

the Mirror’”
First HM: Alice D’Alessio for “Gradually, Like Escaping Butterflies”
Second HM: Paula Anderson for “Limbo Land”
Third HM: Sarah Rose Thomas for “Reading Poetry is a lot like Singing the

Blues”

2004 Triad Contest Winners Announced

Poets have been inspired by works of art for centuries. In this presentation and
workshop we will look at some artwork and the poems written about them. Together
we will explore writing the poem inspired by a work of art. And then...off to the
downtown Racine Art Museum for the WFOP Guest Tour featuring the innovative
contemporary creative works of Judith Leibers as well as many others. The unique art
library will also be opened and staffed for this special event.

Best Always,
Roberta Fabiani

www.ramart.org
www.Judith-Leiber.com See registration form on page 11

Spring Conference:
Art Inspired Poetry

Poetry as Art

Western Ireland where she had the honor
of reading her poetry inbetween sets of
live Celtic music at The Eldon Pub in
Roundstone, Ireland.  And Ia will be the
featured poet at the Feast For The Soul
Retreat at the First United Methodist
Church, Appleton on November 6, 2004.

Cathryn Cofell has had poems
accepted and/or published by Prose
Toad, The Scene, and collaborative
poems with Karla Huston accepted by

Indiana Review and Margie. She will
begin appearing as a regular on Higher
Ground with Jonathan Overby and has
two poems forthcoming in the Higher
Ground poetry anthology. She has also
read at the Montello Public Library, and
facilitated a panel discussion at the
Wisconsin Book Festival called
“Crossing the Diversity Divide: Does
Wisconsin’s Literary Community Invite
or Exclude?”
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Wit is the salt of conversation, not the food. —William Hazlitt

WFOP Spring Conference
 April 29-30, 2005

Racine, WI
Housing Information

The Marriott
7111 W. Washington
Racine, WI 53406
(262) 886-6100
(800) 228-9290

Rate: $85.00
WFOP rate

Driving directions: From Milwaukee—Take I-94 East / US-
41 South towards Chicago. Turn left (East) off of exit 333
(Highway 20). Go 4.4 miles. The hotel is on the right.

All registrations and inquiries should be directed to:
Frank Konieska
3633 Honey Creek Road
Burlington, WI 53105
(262) 767-5802

Early Registration Fees due by January 31, 2005
$30 Members/$50 Non-members

Registration Fees due by February 28, 2005
$35 Members/$65 Non-members

Walk-in Members: $40

Schedule

Friday, April 29, 2005
3:00-5:00 Lighthouse Tours
5:30 Registration Opens
6:30 Board Meeting / Book Tables
7:00 Open Mic Reading

Saturday, April 30, 2005
7:30 Continental breakfast
8:00 Registration
9:00 Welcome / General Meeting
10:00 Break
10:15 Roll Call Poems / Activities
12:00 Luncheon and Awards
1:00 Special Awards / WFOP Business
1:30 Workshop & Presentation

Art Inspired Poetry
Roberta Fabiani / Diane Levesque

4:00-7:00 Racine Art Museum Tours
Downtown Racine

Name Phone Date

Address

Will you need space at the book sale table? yes no

Is this your first WFOP conference? yes no

I am a WFOP member. yes no (must be paid for 2005)

My $25 membership fee is enclosed. new renewing
I have enclosed for my registration fee. (Check made payable to WFOP)
Total amount enclosed .
I understand that room reservations are to be made on my own.

WFOP Spring Conference Registration—2005
************************************************************************************



12

An early-morning walk is a blessing for the whole day. —Henry David Thoreau

Books for Sale in Poetry Publications section$ 5 . 0 0
per listing (This price is not discounted to Members.
Discount is built into the one free listing per book, per
year).
Sizes
Business Card ..... $25.00
Quarter Page ........ $50.00
Half Page ............. $100.00
Prices are for camera-ready advertisements. Specialty
designs or advertisement setups are available at a price
to be determined. Contact Museletter editor if interested
in purchasing advertisements.

Museletter Advertising Rates

Meet Your Officers:
Bruce Dethlefsen, Secretary

I’m honored to be the new Secretary of WFOP. I believe
strongly in what the WFOP does to promote poets and
poetry in Wisconsin. I started writing very bad poetry when
I was in seventh grade, most of which contained the phrase
“Oh God, why, why, why!”  I used to average three
exclamation points per poem but rarely put all three behind
the same word. Now I’ve pretty much given up on
punctuation.

I grew up in Kansas City, Missouri, a Southern Baptist
(pronounced “babdist”). When I came to Wisconsin, my
poetry emerged as my religion disappeared (OG,WWW?).
LaCrosse is where I learned to read and became a librarian.

My favorite movie is Dr. Strangelove, my favorite book is
The Autobiography of Malcolm X, and my favorite poem is
“Remember” by Christina Rossetti.

I’ve had two chapbooks published, A Decent Reed and
Something Near the Dance Floor (for which I won the
Council for Wisconsin Writer’s Posner Full Length Poetry
Book Prize, Honorable Mention).

The title for my next book of poems will probably be
Mangos into a Bar (OG,WWnot?).

Look for me at the meetings. I hope to do a good job for
you.

Bruce Dethlefsen

Third Quarter Financial Report

July 1, 2004 through September 30, 2004

General Account: submitted by D.B. Appleton, treasurer
Balance July 1, 2004 $38,607.83

Income: Dues $725.00
Advertising 50.00
2004 Calendar profit 2,050.36
Interest (Lit. Fund CD) 46.83
Total Income: $2,872.19

Expenses: Museletter ($921.45)
Web site fees (99.95)
Fall 2004 Conference (232.19)
WFOP T-shirts (696.12)
Interest to Lit. Fund (46.83)
Total Expenses: ($1,996.54)

Balance September 30, 2004 $39,483.48

Literary Fund Account: submitted by Sue DeKelver, Literary Fund Chair
Balance July 1, 2004 $1,702.36

Income: Interest $46.83

Expenses: Triad judges ($150.00)
Triad expenses (31.08)
Total Expenses: ($181.08)

Balance September 30, 2004 $1,568.11

Calendar Account: submitted by Michael Farmer, Calendar Business Manager
Balance July 1, 2004 $11,600.72

Income: Calendar Sales $3,754.26

Expenses: Disbursement to Bus. Mgr. ($2,050.36)
Disbursement to WFOP
(General Account) (2,050.36)
Calendar printing (7,073.25)
Brochures (421.16)
Postage (623.34)
Misc. production supplies (168.96)
Refund for overpayment (23.70)
Total Expenses: ($12,411.13)

Balance September 30, 2004 $2,943.85

The Single Source for...
selling your poetry book or chapbook
daily listings of national poetry contests
Wisconsin book and magazine publishers

•

•
•

WisconsinPoet.com
The complete marketplace for poetry
books and magazines from Wisconsin.

Museletter Adds Extra Delivery
Options

At the Spring conference, the Board voted to add
several new options for delivery of the Museletter.

Members who want to read and download the
Museletter from our website will be able to receive an email
notice with a link to the Museletter web page. By choosing
this option, members will be removed from the bulk-mail
list and will not receive a hard copy of the Museletter
except the one they download and print themselves. This
will provide the fastest delivery of news, at a significant
savings to the Fellowship.

Members also may opt to receive the Museletter by first-
class mail rather than bulk mail. This should eliminate
many of the delivery delays that some members have
experienced. This will increase mailing costs to the
Fellowship. For now, the Board decided not to pass this
extra cost along to the members choosing this option.

Those satisfied with things as they are don’t need to
do anything. The “default” delivery method will be the
traditional printed copy, sent via bulk mail. That’s how
we’ve been doing it all along. Members will need to notify
the Museletter editor if they wish to exercise one of these
new options. To notify the Museletter editor, send an email
indicating which delivery choice you prefer to
thefalks@frontiernet.net. If you would rather contact the
editor by mail, send a note to her at: Christine Falk, 9556
Upper 205th Street W, Lakeville, MN 55044. Changes
went into effect with the fall issue.
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I don’t think of all the misery but of the beauty that still remains. —Anne Frank

At the WFOP Fall Conference in Ashland, Sue De Kelver
reflected briefly about possible topics for the 2005 Spring
Conference. She mentioned “perhaps the nuts and bolts of
poetry, keeping track of your poems.”
    Upon returning home from the Fall conference,
overflowing with inspiration, I had the idea for sharing some
of my personal experiences in a series of “nuts and bolts”
topics. Thanks for the idea, Sue!
    In this first column let’s explore how to keep your writing
organized and how to keep track of where you submit your
works. The supplies I use for these tasks include: a small
notebook, loose-leaf paper, two 3-ring binders, insertable tab
dividers, 2 folders with pockets, paper clips, colorful index
cards and rubber bands.

Organize Your Writing

    When I first started writing poetry in college I’d have
several notebooks with various poems started. I also hid
scraps of poems-in-progress under stacks of books and
papers as a squirrel stashes nuts and seeds in a secret spot
for another day. When I had time to write, I wasted a lot of
time looking for those poems.
    Now I keep a small notebook in my purse for writing on
the road, when an opportunity may arise. For example, all
those minutes in a waiting room can result in a first draft of a
poem, that is, if you can resist the temptation of flipping
through People or Better Homes and Gardens magazines.
    When I return home, I tear the poem from the notebook
and staple it to a sheet of loose-leaf, college-ruled paper. I’ll
write my second draft on this page and will number and date
each draft. Over the course of a week or longer, I enjoy
sinking into the poem for further reflection with each draft.
Only when my mind makes a leap, discovering something
new during the writing process do I feel a sense of
completion.
    After typing the poem, I save it in a poetry file on my
computer. I print three copies—one for myself, the others for
my writer friends, Sylvia and Jeanne, who critique/edit my
work when we meet twice a month. We’ve helped polish
each others’ writing for eight years now and I trust their
suggestions for making a piece communicate more clearly.
     I print 3 copies of the edited, finished poem that include
my name, address, phone number and email address. In a 3-
ring binder labeled “Poems” I keep all the drafts of the poem
along with a copy of the finished one. Insertable tab dividers
work well for labeling and sectioning poems written in
different years. On one sheet of paper at the beginning of
each year’s section, I list each poem and the date of
completion. Some publications or grant applications require
completion dates so it’s handy to record this information.
    In two pocket folders I keep two copies of each finished

poem held together with paper clips in alphabetical order. In
the first folder I keep poems titled from “A to L” and the
second, “M to Z.” These are ready to send out.

Keeping Track of Submissions

    Once after reading a friend’s poem in a publication that is
distributed free in our community I congratulated her for this
publishing achievement. “How did they get my poem? I
don’t remember submitting it to them,” she said.
    Index cards are helpful for keeping records of poems. I fill
out an index card for each completed poem with the title and
date of completion. Held together by rubber bands, I keep
four piles of index cards. The first pile is labeled, “Available
for Submission.” These are poems ready to send out. On the
index card I’ll record the date I send out a poem and the
publication’s name. The second pile consists of “Pending
Poems,”  which are works I’ve submitted, awaiting a
response.
    Every once in a while check the dates in which you’ve
sent something out. If it’s been more than six months and
you’d like to submit those poems somewhere else write or
email the publication to withdraw them from consideration
(unless of course the editor says he/she has decided to
publish one of them after all). When I receive a rejection I
write “not-accepted” and the date on the card and place it
back in the “Available for Submission” pile.
    The third stack is “Published Poems.” These are poems
that have been accepted for publication. Give yourself a star
sticker on the index card and write the date of acceptance. If
you know the publication date you may record that, also. For
example, “Spring 2005 Issue of Hearts Alive.” Sometime you
may want to resubmit some of these poems to publications
which accept previously published poems. Be sure to give
credit to where they first appeared.
    My fourth pile of index cards are the poems that are
included in my chapbook. I only submit these to
publications which accept previously published works and I
always give credit to my chapbook/publisher. This is a way
of promoting your book.
     Don’t forget to record on the index card when you receive
an award for a poem. These cards are individual resumes for
each of your works. When you select a collection of poems
for a book, you may refer to each card and give credit to the
publications in which they’ve appeared.
    I prefer to use the index card method because it’s
enjoyable to spread the cards on a table when deciding what
to submit to a publication. You may prefer to keep all these
records on your computer but this method works well for me.
    I keep the four piles of index cards in the pockets of a
second 3-ring binder labeled “Submissions.” In this binder I

BNthe
anduts

Pof
olts

oetry
by Diana Randolph

Keeping Good Records of Your Works•••••••••

Nut and Bolts continues on page 14
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Keep your face to t he sunshine and you cannot see the shadows. —Helen Keller

What can I say?!  I have only 150 calendars left as of today! What a great piece
of work by our poets! So, it’s only first come, first served, sorry to say. No
reprints. Golly! If you aren’t proud, I know I am and your VPs are! Way to go! You
all done really great with this publication. Keep it up! Don’t forget the 2006
calendar. Get them juices flowing, okay? Great! Get your copy of the limited edition
of the Wisconsin Poets Calendar: 2005 now! While you can! Michael Farmer,
Business Manager-WFOP Poets Calendar, PO Box 555 Baileys Harbor, WI 54202.
Maybe corny, but I am so proud of all of you who have been accepted. It is really
great!!! Keep it up!

2005 Calendar Report
Michael Farmer, 2005 Calendar Business Manager

Call for 2006 Calendar Poems

Poems for the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2006 are due by February 14, 2005.
Here are the guidelines for submission:

All Wisconsin residents who are at least 18 years old are eligible.
Send up to three, original, unpublished poems.
Please keep copies of your work as no poems will be returned.
Poems of 35 lines or less (including spacing between verses) have a better
chance of acceptance; the editors reserve the right to reject poems that do not
fit the calendar format.
Poems can be any style or form and on any topic; seasonal poems are always
welcome.
Poems that have an edge or a new angle are encouraged.
Include a brief biography—a maximum of three lines.
Enclose a self-addressed, stamped postcard for notification; email
submissions will be acknowledged upon receipt.
Send your submissions to:

wpc2006@wfop.org
-or-

WFOP 2006 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar
c/o Avol’s Bookstore
315 W. Gorham Street
Madison, WI 53703

Ron Czerwien & CX Dillhunt, Editors

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Malcolm X Blvd., New York, N.Y. 10037-1801. Fellowships and stipends $25,000 for six months, $50,000 for 1 year. Guidelines
and application at www.nypl.org/research/sc/scholars/applicationa.html. Deadline: December 1, 2004.

Swink, 244 Fifth Ave., #2722, New York, NY 10001 is a new magazine publishing unpublished fiction, non-fiction, poetry and
interviews. Special sections: “Takes One To Know One,” features essays in which a writer, musician filmmaker, postal
worker,circus clown…writes about someone else living or dead who shares his or her vocation/avocation. “Peregrinations”
features essays on travel or journeys. Has online theme issues. Guidelines at www.swinkmag.com (From International
Women’s Writers Guild Newsletter).

The Writer & Rosebud magazines, New Discovery Poetry Contest, PO Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612. Prizes: $1,000 first
place, $300 second place, $200 third place. Entry fees: $10 for up to 3 poems submitted at the same time; $5 for each additional
poem. Deadline: January 1, 2005. Contest rules: 1. All poems must be original and previously unpublished in a book,
nationally distributed periodical or Web-based magazine. They must be in English and submitted by the author, who must be
at least 18 years old. 2. Poems may not exceed 40 lines in length. Poems must fit on one page and be typed, single-spaced, in
standard 10- to 12-point type. Please paperclip; do not staple or enclose in covers or binders. 3. The appropriate entry fee,
nonrefundable and payable to The Writer, must accompany each entry. Please pay by check (U.S. funds) or credit card. 4.
Receipt of entries will be confirmed by e-mail or postcard. Do not enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope (SASE). Entries
will not be returned. Keep a copy of your poems. 5. No simultaneous submissions. 6. Employees of The Writer, Rosebud (and
their affiliates) and their family members are not eligible to enter the contest. How to submit:  Send poems with a cover page
that includes: the title of each poem submitted; your name, address and telephone number; and e-mail address and fax number,
if available. Submit each poem on a separate page, with the poem title only in the upper left corner. Be sure to include your
payment information (cardholder name, credit card number and expiration date) or check. Address the entry to PO box above.

Markets from page 9

•

also keep lists of submissions by
recording the date they’re sent out, the
titles of poems and complete addresses
of the publications, circling each poem
that is accepted. I tally up my
submissions and acceptances each
month and just for fun compare the
numbers from year to year. In another
tab divider section, I keep copies of
cover letters that accompany my
submissions. In other sections you may
want to keep information on markets for
submission. I often cut and paste
listings from newsletters or writing
magazines onto pages in my
“Submissions” binder.
    The time you spend organizing your
work is an investment in your
publishing career. You may already
have a wonderful method for keeping
records of your works. If so, perhaps
you’ll share some of your methods in a
future newsletter.
    Diana Randolph lives in rural
Drummond and is author of In the
Heart of the Forest (Savage Press), a
chapbook of her poetry and landscape
paintings. Her paintings are included on
the on-line gallery
www.portalwisconsin.org. Her next
column will explore the topic “Creating
Time/Setting Goals to Write.” You may
contact Diana at oiabms@cheqnet.net

Nut and Bolts  from  page 13
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When you can’t solve the problem, manage it. —Rev. Robert H. Schuler

RULES FOR WISCONSIN FELLOWSHIP OF POETS
MUSE PRIZE FOR EXCELLENCE IN POETRY CONTEST

Please read the following rules carefully in order to avoid disqualification:

1. Contestant must be a Wisconsin resident 18 years of age or older.

2. The entry form must be completed in full, included with the submission and postmarked by the contest
deadline date listed on the entry form.

3. Only one original unpublished poem not under consideration elsewhere may be entered in the WFOP Muse
Prize contest. 75 line maximum. Plagiarism disqualifies the contestant.

4. Manuscript must be typed on 8½” x 11” white paper, one side only. Writer’s name should not appear on
the page with the poem.

5. An entry fee of $3.00 for WFOP members and $6.00 for non-members must accompany the submission.
Checks are to be made out to WFOP Literary Fund and mailed to WFOP/Rafal, P O Box 340, Baileys
Harbor, WI 54202.

6. Prizes are: 1st place—$200.00 and trophy; 2nd—$100.00; 3rd—$75.00.

7. Only the winners will be notified prior to the WFOP Spring Conference held on April 30, 2005 in Racine.
The first place winner is invited to attend the award presentation luncheon as a guest of WFOP. The list of
winners will be published in the WFOP Museletter and posted on the web site, www.wfop.org, after the
conference.

8. Prizes will be awarded only if there are sufficient entries and the contest judge determines that an entry
warrants a prize award.

9. The first place winner of the WFOP Muse Prize will be ineligible to enter that contest again for three years.

10. WFOP is not responsible for lost manuscripts. Do not send a SASE. Entries will not be returned and there
will be no notification if an entry is disqualified for failure to follow any of the above rules.

11. Author retains all rights to his/her work.
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Success is often the result of taking a misstep in the right direction. —Al Bernstein

Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
9556 Upper 205th Street
Lakeville, MN 55044
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Angela Rydell Hosts Two
Creative Writing Classes

This winter and spring, Angela Rydell, M.F.A, will be
teaching two creative writing classes through Edgewood
College’s Personal Development program.

The “All-Level Creative Writing Workshop” focuses on
ways to generate ideas and stay inspired, includes many
exercises and some workshopping, and is open to poets as
well as prosers, journalers, etc. Meeting time: Wednesday,
March 30-April 27, 7-9p.m. (5 meetings). Fee: $65.

The “Advanced Creative Writing Workshop,” open to
poets and fiction writers, focuses on studying the work of
prominent poets and writers, includes weekly in-class
workshopping as well as in-class and out-of-class exercises.
Meeting time: Wednesdays, February 9-March 16, 6:30-9p.m.
(6 meetings). Fee: TBA.

For more information, check madpoetry.org, http://
gaps.edgewood.edu (608-663-3297), or contact Angela at
ajrydell@wisc.edu. She also is available for private tutorials.

Michael Belongie is again president of the Southern
Wisconsin Educational Inservice Organization; this 114
year-old teacher group provides a one-day inservice
convention, including nationally recruited educational  and
motivational leaders and speakers.
   Michael has hosted as a board member or past president
Gwendolyn Brooks, Nikki Giovanni, Sharon Olds, and for
this year’s convention on February 25, 2005 will host and
introduce Billy Collins at Monona Terrace Convention
Center in Madison.
   WFOP members may recall that Michael arranged the
appearance of Marge Piercy at the Green Lake conference
Center for our fiftieth anniversary celebration. Marge had
originally been booked for the SWEIO convention, but could
not make an appearance because of  a winter storm on the
East coast.
   Please contact Michael if you would be interested in
hearing Billy Collins read. A few members have already
contacted him, and he will have some complimentary tickets.
The reading will take place in the morning of Friday,
February 25, 2005. E-mail is poetpow@charter.net

Billy Collins to Read in
Madison

Current WFOP Officer
Openings
Regional VP—Central Fox Valley
Regional VP—Northeast
Contact Peter Sherrill if interested.
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Success is often just an idea away. —Frank Tyger

Entry Form for the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
Muse Prize for Excellence in Poetry Contest

name telephone

address

zip

poem title

first line

I am a Wisconsin resident, 18 years of age or older. The poem I am submitting is my own original unpublished
work and not under consideration elsewhere at this time.

Signature Date

Newspaper (name and address) to be notified if I should win the first place award: (optional)

make check payable to WFOP Literary Fund

mail entry to: WFOP/Rafal
P.O. Box 340
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202

DEADLINE: February 1, 2005 This form may be copied.

entry fee enclosed: Current WFOP member—$3.00
     Non-member—$6.00
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You’re never a loser until you quit trying. —Mike Ditka

This  section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 2003-04.  For more information,
please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the author or publisher.
Title Publication Author
Seeing the Mirror Poetry/Music David Jones and Roger Kuhns

CD To order contact:
Roger Kuhns
P.O. Box 556
Egg Harbor, WI 54209
rogerkuhns@itol.com
www.musictoears.com
$15.00

Subject to Change Poetry Marilyn Taylor
2825 E. Newport Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53211
mlt@uwm.edu
$10.00 plus $1.00 postage

Marking Time: New and Chapbook Barbara Jordan Bache-Wiig
Selected Poems To order contact:

Poetry People Press
1100 Grant Street
Waukesha, WI 53186
(262) 786-1610
jorwig@execpc.com
$7.95 plus postage
ISBN: 0-9760773-0-2

Anthropy Poetry Ray Hsu
(608) 577-2377
rjhsu@wisc.edu
$20.00

The Difference Now Poetry Cherie Burbach
cherieburbach@poetic.com
$11.95 plus $3.99 postage
ISBN: 0-595-30860-0
Also available as e-book:
www.iuniverse.com

Car Catalog Chapbook David Trembley
5526 N. 34th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53209
$4.95 includes postage
DTrem82033@aol.com

Amsterdam Days CD of Judith Zukerman
Chapbook P.O. Box 5442
Now Available Madison, WI 53705-5442

www.jzukerman.com
judith@jzukerman.com
$10.00 CD, $10.00 book
plus $1.80 postage

Poetry Publications

I recall like it was yesterday when Ellen
Was appointed as Poet Laureate for the state
I thought maybe one day I’d meet her
Boy wouldn’t that be great!

We played phone tag for a few months
But it seemed more like a year
Now the question lingered heavily
Would we ever cross one another’s path
The answer surely wasn’t clear

Then one day Roberta had mentioned Ellen
Her name came somewhere out of the blue
She said “I’ve known Ellen nearly all of my life”
“I’ll be sure to introduce her to you”

Then all of a sudden nervous questions consumed me
Like “What do I say”
“How should I act”
“Is she addressed Mrs. Kort or Ellen”
And “What poems should I read her today”

Upon meeting Ellen I saw she was down to earth
As for my nervousness, down to rest it laid
We talked like we’d been friends forever
What a lasting impression she had made

I’ve seen how children looked up to Ellen
Along with me and countless adults
The precious time shared
Mixed with love and patience
Is her recipe with poetic results

Ellen has brought enchanting color
To a world we sought as black and white
Her poetry has laid the darkness to rest
By offering us a positive insight

Ellen’s thoughts are welcomed
Like each blossom of spring
Like the new fallen blanket of snow
And the promise of renewal
That each season will bring

Ellen shares words that strike like lightning
Her voice thus carries like thunder
Too her work is the calm to follow
She is simply a poetic wonder!

Ellen is so very special
Her work is much desired
It’s her kind words that push my pen
She has been my GOD given inspiration
Someone I will forever love and admire

Dear Ellen this poem was written for you
May it travel directly from my heart to yours
Here is to someone I must thank
For opening countless poetic doors!

Member Salutes Outgoing
Poet Laureate
To Someone Special
By Nathan W. Selle

In Memoriam
Anthony Tooley
Anthony M. “Tony” Tooley passed away on September 6, 2004 at the age of 91.
He is survived by Eleanor, his wife of 59 years, six children and ten grandchildren.
Tony had many careers but most recently owned his own commercial printing
business, The Village Press, in downtown Pewaukee. He retired from the printing
business in 1983. Tony’s greatest love was reading and writing short stories and
poetry. He actively pursued poetry studies, even up until the age of 90. He
recently had been enrolled in an Internet poetry course. Tony had close
relationships with his children and friends. “To his children, he is the standard by
which they measure their lives.”** **quote from Lake Country Reporter


