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President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets that have joined
since the Spring Museletter issue:

Jodie Berseth Eau Claire
Ia Bolz Appleton
Grace Crook Waunakee
Susan Firer Whitefish Bay
Margaret Galiene DePere
Ruth Harker Sheboygan
Anele Obasih Brookfield
Rolf Olson Sturgeon Bay
Dee Paulsen Sturgeon Bay
John Peterson New Berlin
Robert Rock Madison
Kristine Rued-Clark Arpin
Sarah Stuart Fish Creek
Rimas Uzgiris Madison
Ade Webber Sturgeon Bay
Kristin Zanetti Cottage Grove
             Welcome to all!

In great attemps it is glorious even to fail. —Vince Lombardi

Editor: Christine Falk

T.S. Eliot surely never set foot in Wisconsin. If he had, he’d have said it
differently. April is not the cruelest month; but it is surely the most fickle. Our
Spring Conference at the Landmark in Egg Harbor began with balmy weather and
ended with several inches of slushy snow Sunday morning.

That didn’t make much difference to the attendees: indoors we had fair weather
and smooth sailing. Many thanks to Barbara Larsen and her volunteers for a fine
conference. We enjoyed readings by our members; Bishop Morneau’s
instructions on how to be a lightning rod; and a panel discussion on “Saying the
Things that Cannot be Said” by members Jackie Langeteig, Alice D’Alessio,
Kathy Tapp and Mariann Ritzer.

It was also time to thank outgoing officers for their contributions, and welcome
new officers. As I mentioned in the last issue, M.T. Remmel Gehm has stepped
down as Treasurer. She is replaced by D.B Appleton, who presented his first
report to the general membership at this conference.

Kay Saunders has retired from her duties as Fox Valley Regional Vice
President after many years of dedicated service. She is succeeded by Mike
Koehler. Thanks, Kay. Welcome, Mike.

Barbara Larsen has retired as Northeast Regional Vice President. She has
served the Fellowship in many capacities, including co-chairman of the Literary
Fund Committee. She was thanked for her work by incoming Regional Vice
President Nancy Rafal, and presented with a gift set of books, and a box of
“favorite memories of Barbara” from Northeast region members.

We are beginning to see a significant number of non-Fellowship members
express interest in attending our conferences. The Board decided that non-
members could attend, subject to a 50% surcharge on the registration fee. This
will encourage people to join, and provide members with another benefit of dues
payment. Other costs such as meals and preferred room rates will not be
surcharged.

One of our members reported money missing from her “book room” envelope
at the Fall Conference. The Board looked at a variety of ways to address this, and
decided that the simplest way to prevent losses of cash is for the book buyer to
pay the seller directly. If you want to leave books for sale in the book room at our
conferences, I suggest that you leave an envelope for checks. However, if a buyer
wants to pay cash, please indicate that you want them to give it directly to you.
That will avoid the temptation of unattended cash. You may want to leave a photo
of yourself on the book table to assist new members in locating you.

Finally, the Board has recommended some significant changes in the
Fellowship’s Constitution and Bylaws. Please see the separate article which
summarizes these recommendations. We will be voting on the proposed changes
at this year’s Fall Conference.

Hugs,

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

Poets Road Trip to
G.R. Dodge: Time’s
Growing Short!

We’re past the first deadline for the
Poets’ Road Trip to the Geraldine R.
Dodge poetry Festival September 17 -
22, 2002. Those interested in going need
to commit to the trip ASAP!

We need a minimum of 25 participants
to make the trip go. As of this writing,
about half a dozen deposits have come
in. Those who miss the May deadline
may not have a hotel room available. If
we don’t have 25 paid-in-full travelers
by mid-August, the trip will not go.

Contact Bob Smith at Lamers Tour
and Travel at 800 236 1976.
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

South-Central Region

If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember anything. —Mark Twain

Dear NE area poets,
As of May 1, I have stepped down as

VP of the NE Area. It has been a great 10
years getting to know many of you as we
worked on conferences, poetry events,
round robins, Literary Fund, and other
activities. Nancy Rafal of Baileys Harbor
will be taking over the office. I wish her
the best of luck and know that she will
enjoy the same incredible cooperative
spirit among our members that I
experienced. Thanks to all of you who
helped me over the years.
Yours in poetry, Barbara Larsen

The Spring Conference is over but the
laughter and good times go on. At final
count 101 people attended the Egg
Harbor event on April 26-27. Sue
DeKelver organized the open to the
public Saturday evening event in the
Landmark Lounge. Sixteen spirited acts
combining poetry with other art forms.

Barbara Larsen was the conference
chair and had worked on coordinating
all aspects of the conference for nearly a
year. A special thank you to Barbara’s
husband, George, who kept the database
of registrants. Peter Sherrill worked
with the Landmark Resort to make site
arrangements. Bill Olson printed and
assembled the program booklets which
included poems authored by Anita
Beckstrom, Loraine Brink, Sue
DeKelver, Barbara Larsen, Harriet
Murphy, Mary Ann Napoleone,Peg
Nemeth, June Nirschl, William Olson,
Nancy Rafal, Judy Roy, and Raymond
E. Walters . Nancy Rafal obtained
permission from Good Stamps•Stamp
Goods to use the stamped images which
adorned the program covers, nametags,
and bookmarks. The registration table
and hospitality duties were handled by
June Nirschl  while Judy Roy handled
the food arrangements. Loraine Brink
coordinated the book sale tables. Other
helpers were Donajean Durkin, Peggy
Lott, and Peg Nemeth.

Bishop Robert Morneau’s talk was
continued page 3

Northeast Region

inspiring. The panel discussion
moderated by Mariann Ritzer with
panelists Alice D'Alessio, Jackie
Langetieg, and Kathy Tapp provoked
some lively discussion.

My sincere “Thank You” to all
members in the region who responded
to the “Buck for Barbara” campaign. I
think she was touched and surprised
with our gift of the three volume, Coming
Home:  Literature of Wisconsin and the
memory box. I plan to keep her busy in
her “retirement” from region VP duties.

Sue De Kelver was the featured poet
at The Bridge in Egg Harbor in April.
The reading coincided with the
publication of her chapbook, Walnut
from Waterloo, published by Marsh
River Editons.  Sue also read at Lawrence
University as part of their Earth Day
Celebration. Recently Sue has had poems
published in Petroglyph (University of
Utah), The Valley Scene, and on the web
at musictoears.com which is the work of
Roger Kuhns.

Between the Sheets is the title of a new
chapbook published by Perma Press and
authored by The Sheets. The group
consists of: Cathryn Cofell, Sue
DeKelver, Bruce Dethlefsen, Annette
Grunseth, Karla Huston, Michael
Koehler, Carey Rellis , and Peter
Sherrill.

Kathryn Gahl’s poem, “Afterward
in Two Rivers”, was published in the
December 2001 issue of Porcupine and
“Hot Summer Sofa” will appear in
Potpourri in June of this year.

The Sturgeon Bay Public Library
invited poets to read during National
Library Week. WFOP was represented
at the Poets Cafe by Sue De Kelver,
Jude Genereaux, Barbara Larsen,
Mary “Casey” Martin, Nancy Rafal,
and Peter Sherrill.

Judy Roy has had poems in two recent
issues of The Door Voice.

On May 1st in Sister Bay, poets read
works relating to man-made structures
in Door County.  Photographs and poems
adorn the walls at the Meadows, a senior
apartment complex though May. This is
the third year for the program, brainchild
of Barbara Larsen. Participants
included: Anita Beckstrom, Loraine
Brink, Donajean Durkin, Hanne
Gault, Jude Genereaux, Barbara
Larsen, Peggy Lott, Charlotte

Manning, Harriet Murphy, Peg
Nemeth, June Nirschl, Bill Olson,
Nancy Rafal, Judy Roy, and Peter
Sherrill. The subject of next year’s
exhibit at the Meadows has been
determined—Life in the 1940’s. Get
your wheels turning, find a visual, and
let your pens begin!

The Hardy Gallery in Ephraim has
invited WFOP poets to read works
related to “Door County People and
Places” on September 5th, between 3
and 5 p.m. This event is part of the
gallery’s inaugural season of biweekly
“Fine Arts Potpourri”  Please contact
me for details. Nancy Rafal, PO Box
340, Baileys Harbor, WI  54202,
mrsticket@dcwis.com.
submitted by
Nancy Rafal, Northeast Regional Vice-President

New member, Roger Kuhns  i s  a
musician and a lot of his poetry is in
song. He made an album in South Africa
(he lived in Africa for 8 years) of original
contemporary folk rock songs called
Eye of the Storm. Music and poetry
readings can be heard at The Bridge on
the third Saturday of each month in Egg
Harbor (schedules of music and poetry,
and CDs, etc. are on the
www.musictoears.com website). Other
WFOP members who have read at The
Bridge include Sue DeKelver and Mary
Casey Martin.

Words from the Woods, a book
festival, is scheduled for August 3, 2002
in Three Lakes, Wisconsin. The event
will feature Ellen Kort, Jerry Apps, and
other Wisconsin writers. Tentative plans
include a luncheon at the Reiter Center,
a walk-a-thon (6 miles, 3 miles, 1 mile,
1 block) as a library benefit.
Impersonators of famous authors will
join in the fun. Special activities for
kids, such as spelling bees, trivia contests,
storytelling, and skits, are in the dream-
stage now. We hope to make this an
annual attraction to further promote
reading and writing in the northwoods.
Save a vacation day to visit Three Lakes
(home to the world’s largest chain of
inland lakes) and the ‘Jewel of the
Nicolet.’

The annual Winter Festival of Poets
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Never, never, never...give up. —Winston Churchill

from page 2
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ran through March 10th at Canterbury
Booksellers in Madison. Participating
poets not previously mentioned in the
Museletter included Jeri McCormick,
Judy Strasser, Ron Ellis, Margaret
Benbow, Jackie Langetieg, Alice
D’Alessio, Bruce Dethlefsen, Iefke
Goldberger, Judy Washbush, Fran
Newhouse, Marjorie Pettit, Susan
Fiore, Eve Robillard, Shoshauna Shy,
Robin Chapman, and Dave Scheler.
Pleasant Sunday afternoons were had
by all.

Featured readers at the regular Sunday-
night Barnes & Noble readings since
last report have included:  John Lehman,
CX Dillhunt, Richard Roe and Angela
Rydell. There will not be a May reading
at B & N due to the Memorial Day
weekend.

Celebrating the release of his new
book  Knots of Sweet Longing, Richard
Roe read at Canterbury on February
19th. Richard was also the featured
reader at a reading at the Montello Public
Library on April 1st. The library in
Montello has become quite the venue
for Madison poets! Kathy Miner read
there on May 6th.  (Must say something
about the librarian??)

Jeannie Bergmann’s animated poem
“Lace” was chosen for the Gallery
Session of the Electronic Literature
Organization’s “State of the Arts”
symposium, held April 4-6 in Los
Angeles.  “Lace” consists of an animated
translation of Pierre Albert-Birot’s poem
“Dentelle”, intricately laid out in a white
font on a blue background. You can see
it at http://www.fibitz.com/dentelle/
lace.html. Wow and double wow!

Eve Robillard read from her new
book Everything Happens Twice a t
Canterbury Booksellers on April 7th.

On April 16th, Gay Davidson-Zielske
organized a “Calendar Boys and Girls”
reading in the Hamilton Center at UW-
Whitewater. She invited a selection of
poetry- and prose-writers whose work
has appeared in the Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar:  Richard Roe, Shoshauna
Shy,  Kathy Miner, Lynn Patrick
Smith and Fran Zell. Three out of the
five included music in their
presentations!

April 25th brought the annual “Night
Moods: an Evening of Poetry Under the

Stars” program at the planetarium in
Memorial High School in Madison.
Participating WFOP poets included
Richard Roe, Angela Rydell and Bill
Rodriguez . Special celestial effects
accompanied the poetry.

“On the Way to Riley” by CX  Dillhunt
was one of 12 poems set to music by
Charyl Kneevers Zehfus and performed
on May 3rd at the John Michael Kohler
Arts Center in Sheboygan. Ms. Zehfus
titled her presentation “Poetsongs:  A
Wisconsin Year in Song.”  All of the
featured poems had been published in
Wisconsin Poets’ Calendars during the
years from 1994 to 2001.

The first annual Mother’s Day Poetry
Reading was held at the Room of One’s
Own bookstore in Madison on May 7th.
Kathy  Miner and Susan Elbe were among
the readers.

Richard Roe was a judge in the annual
Dane County Youth Festival Poetry
Contest. Organized by Bill Rodriguez,
the contest pulled in more than 200 entries
by area high-schoolers. The winners were
announced on May 10th at  Memorial
High School.

Kathy Miner’s poem “My Great Story:
Whooping Cranes, Year 2200” has been
posted online at
www.operationmigration.org. If there is
ANYBODY out there who doesn’t know
about this wonderful project, aimed at re-
establishing migratory whooping cranes
in Wisconsin, please go to their Web site
and read up. And while you’re there, check
the Field Notes for May 4, 2002 to find her
poem.

Shoshauna Shy recently has had poems
published in White Fish Press, Midnight
Mind Magazine, Peshekee River Press,
Welcome Home, and Samsara Quarterly.
Her poem “I know Wichita, Kansas” was
published in To Love One Another:  Poems
Celebrating Marriage, an anthology from
Grayson Books. In addition, her poem
“Bringing My Son to the Police Station to
be Fingerprinted” was selected for the
Library of Congress’s Poetry 180 Project,
“A Poem A Day  in American High
Schools.”  The Poetry 180 Project is the
brainchild of US Poet Laureate Billy
Collins.
submitted by
Kathy Miner, South-Central Regional VP

Writers on the Rock is a local writing
club made up of Kathleen McGwin,

Sherrie Avery-King, Ruth Sellnow and
others. They joined the Sunrise Kiwanis
group for breakfast at The Market/Upper
Crust restaurant on April 9, 2002.  They
each read two poems, and Kathleen told
the group about our club. This  was
initiated by Sherrie Avery-King in
honor of poetry month (April).

Fran Zell’s first book of fiction, The
Marcy Stories, was published in 2001
by Bottom Dog Press of Huron, Ohio
with support from an Ohio Arts Council
Grant.   It was recently nominated for the
2002 Great Lakes Book Award.
Upcoming readings include The Printers
Row Book Fair and Guild Complex First
Book Series in Chicago this June and
Barnes & Noble appearances in  St. Paul
and Duluth in July. The book is available
through most bookstores and also
amazon.com.

The Geography of the Heart,  an
anthology by Charlene A. Sexton, was
a finalist in the Fine Press category of
the Minnesota Book Awards, held April
12, 2002 in St. Paul, MN. The anthology
contains poems from the 10-20th
centuries, with reflective text. She is
preparing a revised, paperback edition
to be published this year. Michael Wilt
reviews the book at http://
nimblespirit.com/.

Judith Strasser has a new chapbook
entitled, Sand Island Succession: Poems
of the Apostles being published in May
2002 by Parallel Press.

March 11th, Carrie Beth Becker read
her poem “Girls Next Door” as part of
the Women’s Month Reading at the
University of Wisconsin- Eau Claire.

March 20th, Nadine St. Louis, Gail
Sosinsky Wickman, Yvette Flaten and
Sandra Lindow served as guest author/
critics at the LaCrosse Missisippi Valley
Gifted and Talented Network Creative
Writing Festival for young writers.

April 7th, National Poetry Month was
celebrated with a Poets on Poets: Long
Poem Reading at the Eau Claire Regional
Arts Center Gallery. Carrie Beth
Becker  read Susan Wood’s
“Quattrocento”and Nadine St. Louis
read Margaret Atwood’s “Half-Hanged
Mary.”

On April 16th, a celebration of the

West-Central Region
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Dreams don’t work unless you do. —Peter Daniels

East Region

American Library Association Favorite
Poem Project was held at L. E. Phillips
Memorial Public Library. Nadine St.
Louis  read Eavan Boland’s
“Pomegranate.” Sandra Lindow read
Mary Oliver’s “When Death Comes.”

Carrie Beth Becker, Nadine St.
Louis ,  and Yvette Flaten all won
Honorable Mention in the WFOP’s
annual fall Muse Contest.

Jodie Berseth’s poems “A Seasonably
Warm Battle” and “Crossing Over” have
been accepted by a new online magazine
called The Clothesline. It’s at http://
www.uwec.edu/strauma/clothesline/
index.html.

Peg Lauber’s poems “Where They
Were” and “Saying Good-by,” finally
appeared in the Summer 2001 issue of
Barkeater, The Adirondack Review.

Nadine St. Louis’s review of Mary
Sue Koeppel’s chapbook, In the Library
of Silences: Poems of Loss appeared in
Calliope.

Sandra Lindow’s poem “Because a
Circle of Women” won first prize in the
Religious Category of the 2002
Mississippi Valley Poetry Contest. Her
poem “Rosslyn Chapel: 1446 – 2001”
was accepted by the online magazine
Raven Electrick . Her poem “Requiem
for Dinosaurs” has been nominated for
the Rhysling Award, the highest award
for speculative poetry and  “If Death:  A
Preprimer” has been chosen to appear in
The Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror:
2001.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Jane-Marie Bahr, Menomonie, had
three poems published in the February
issue of Free Verse.

Diana Randolph and Ted Gephart
were among the local writers featured at
an Author’s Fair in Washburn on April
20th. Diana also had an article she wrote
about fellow member Jan Chronister
in the Spring issue of The Northwoods
Woman.

Jan Chronister wrote a play based
on the book “The Secret School” by Avi
which was staged in Duluth on April
25th. Jan is teaching a summer workshop
on poetry for teachers in Duluth on July

Northwest Region

Mid-Central Region

9th. Jan was recently notified that four
of her poems will be included in the
inaugural edition of Mush , published by
the English Department at UW-
Marathon County.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Diana Anderson of Eagle River had
a poem accepted for publication by Free
Verse.

Barb Cranford’s third flat-spined
paperbook of poems came out in March.
Some Quiet Place, 74 pages, is available
at bookstores in Stevens Point and
Wisconsin Rapids or by phoning Barb
directly (please see Poetry Publications
section elsewhere in the Museletter).

The April one all-day poem-making
workshop Barb Cranford held with
Mary Lou Judy spawned good first
drafts and then a chapbook of finished
poems for participants. Mary Lou and
Barb also have had poems in Free Verse
recently.

Welcome to new WFOP member, Kris
Rued-Clark in the Mid-Central Region.

Six members of the Mid-Central
Region attended the Spring Conference
in Egg Harbor: Linda Aschbrenner,
Barbara Cranford,  Jeffrey Johannes,
Joan Johannes, Mary Lou Judy, and
Kris Rued-Clark.

Mark Scarborough, Barbara
Cranford, Mary Lou Judy, and Edith
Nash assisted with the judging and
presentation of awards for the 2002
edition of Bloodstone, Lincoln High
School’s national award winning literary
magazine. The ceremony was held May
15th at  the McMillan Public Library in
Wisconsin Rapids. Joan Johannes and
Jeffrey Johannes serve as advisors for
the publication.

Jeffrey Johannes  and Mark
Scarborough had work published in
the April issue of Hepcat’s Revenge.

Kris Rued-Clark  and Mark
Scarborough recently published book
reviews in Free Verse.

Beverly Scott, Jeffrey Johannes,
Joan Johannes, Barbara Cranford,
and Edith Nash are the hosts of spring
and summer meetings of the Riverwood

Central-Fox Valley Region

Round Table poetry group.
Linda Aschbrenner ,  editor and

publisher of Marsh River Editions,
published Sue De Kelver’s 46-page
poetry book, Walnut from Waterloo. This
is the second book in the Marsh River
Editions series. Sue De Kelver will be
giving a reading at the McMillan
Coffeehouse in Wisconsin Rapids on
September 9th.

Linda Aschbrenner has an interview
with Fish Creek poet Mark Turcotte
appearing online at
doorcountycompass.com. The interview
centers on Mark’s new book, Exploding
Chippewas.

Free Verse, a monthly poetry journal
edited and published by Linda
Aschbrenner, began its fourth year of
publication with the March issue.

Laura Pierret conducted a poetry
workshop at the Taycheedah
Correctional Facility, a maximum
security women’s prison in Fond du
Lac, on April 10th, in celebration of
Poetry Month. This is the second year in
a row the prison has invited Laura to
their facility to speak about and share
poetry with the inmates. Laura  served as
artist for the creative writing/drama
workshop for the Very Special Arts
Festival held in Fond du Lac on Saturday,
April 27th, for adults with cognitive
disabilities. Participants wrote and acted
out limericks with the festival’s
“Western” theme under Laura’s
direction.

Karla Huston has been awarded
summer residency at Ragdale
Foundation, Lake Forest, IL. She has
been invited to read at a Graduate
Students Poetry Circle for SAMLA
(South Atlantic Modern Language
Association) in Baltimore. Her second
chapbook Pencil Test was published by
Cassandra Press. She has  poems
forthcoming in Nanny Fanny, 5 A.M.,
Steam Ticket and others.

On May 3, a premiere of “Poet Songs”
by composer Charyl Kneevers Zehfus
was held at the John Michael Kohler

continued  page 5
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A contented person is the one who enjoys the scenery along the detours.

South Region

Minutes of the WFOP General Meeting April 27, 2002 - AMENDED
Landmark Resort, Egg Harbor, Wisconsin
[Present: Pres. Sherrill; Officers Appleton, Cofell, Huston]

President Sherrill called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. Minutes of the November 2001 and the February 2002 Board
Meetings were approved.  Treasury reports read, approved, attached; balances as follows:
03/31/02 Literary Fund $22,016.25
03/31/02 General Account $ 8,710.66
03/31/02 Calendar Account $ 9,455.69
Pres. Sherrill commended MT Remmel - Gehm for her work as Treasurer and welcomed D. B. Appleton as the new Trea-
surer.  D. B. reminded delinquent members to see him to get their membership current.
Old Business - Reports
Calendar:  Pres. Sherrill reported in Lou Roach’s absence.  The current editor, Dorothy Schwenkner, has sent everything to
the printer in a handwritten format; once typeset there was ample room for more acceptances, which will be forthcoming.
We are asking for help storing or disseminating past issues.  We will offer them on the website at a severe discount but are
open to other ideas.  Sandra Lindow suggested the Regional VPs divvy them up and give them away in their area to distrib-

continued page 6

Arts Center, Sheboygan. The vocal/
instrumental composition included some
poems by WFOP members--each poem
celebrating a calendar month. Poems
and authors included “Spring Sonnet”
by Barbara Coan Houghton,
McFarland; “Wolf Walk” by Charlotte
Cote, Racine; “Fourth of July Night” by
Marion Youngquist,  Wauwatosa;
“Blackberry Rain” by Jean Ross,
Milwaukee; “Aryana Walking in a Field
at Twilight” by Sprague Vonier,
Milwaukee; “On the Way to Riley” by
C.X. Dillhunt, Madison; and “Getting
Ready” by Harvey Taylor, Milwaukee.

Phyllis  Wax had a poem published in
this month’s  Footsteps, a poetry journal
out of Rye, NY.

Helen Padway had a poem in this
month’s Footsteps. She also has poetry
in the current issue of California
Quarterly and on the poetry page of
Iluvcats.com, a magazine that is devoted
to Cats in every way shape or form!

Sister Irene Zimmerman gave poetry
presentations in October and April for
two different creative writing classes at
Milwaukee Area Technical College. In
April she also spoke and presented poems
to the class on “Images of Jesus”  at
Alverno College, Milwaukee.

Elaine Cavanaugh has had work
accepted for publication in Crossing
Troublesome , a collection of writings to
be published in the summer of 2002 by
Wind Publications, Lexington,
Kentucky.

Elaine Cavanaugh, Mariann Ritzer

University (Marshall, MN) in the spring.

Trish Collins  had a poem accepted
by Ladybug magazine.

Dorothy Schwenkner had poems
published in the Northwest Herald,
Crystal Lake, IL. Dorothy also has a
poem, “Survivors, J.H.S. Class of 1942”
in their reunion booklet.

Ellen Kort spoke to Janesville area
poets in April at the Hedberg Public
Library.
submitted by
Dorothy Schwenkner, South Regional VP

from page 4
and other readers participated in an open
mike reading at the Hedberg Public
Library in Janesville on Sunday, April
14, 2002. Ellen Kort who spoke of her
love of poetry and read some of her
poems was featured at this event which
celebrated National Poetry Month. The
program was sponsored by Nancy Parker
Library Programs for Adults.

Sister Marie LeClerc Laux, SSND,
has had poems published in Review for
Religious, St. Anthony Messenger and
most recently in the March issue of
Emmanuel.

New member, Anele Obasih received
two awards from the International
Society of Poets. One award was “the
International Poets of Merits” and the
second was “two Editor’s Choice
Award.” One of her prophetic poems
called “World Peace” was published in
a collection of poems called Embracing
Our Past. Her poem, “A Heart of Love”
was published in a collection called A
Portals Into Forever, published in
October 2001.

Susan Firer  has a poem, “On
Accident” forthcoming in the June 2002
issue of New American Writing, and a
poem, “The Butterfly Graveyard”
appearing in Natural Bridge, Spring
2002, No. 7. Her book of poems, entitled
The Laugh We Make When We Fall
which won the 2001 Backwaters Prize is
due out in June from Backwaters Press
(Omaha, NE). She participated in
readings at Illinois Wesleyan University
in the fall and at Southwest State
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It’s nice to be important but it’s more important to be nice.—Trini Lopez

ute to non-profit groups; Lou will be asked to bring them to the next conference for members to take. Also, if you have a dry
storage area, please let Pres. Sherrill know.
Literary Fund:  Sue DeKelver deferred her report until the lunchtime Muse Awards ceremony.
Credentials :  Karla Huston reported that she had accepted 37 new members for active membership and 3 for associate
membership.  New members were invited to stand and introduce themselves.
Web Page:  Jeannie Bergmann asked members to email her with regional news and events to put on the website, as well as
ideas, suggestions or concerns.  Unless they decline, Regional VPs names, phone numbers and email address will be posted
on the web site so that members have immediate contact information.
Student Contest:  No report given.  Pres. Sherrill informed the members of approval of a student contest judge honorarium of
$25.
NFSPS:  Charlene Sexton mentioned there is an upcoming deadline for Strophes.
Archives: No report.
Regional Reports: Reports by Pres. Sherrill for Kathy Dodd Miner (South-Central),  Helen Padway (East-Milwaukee),
Barbara Larsen (Northeast), Sandra Lindow (West-Central), Joan Johannes (Mid-Central).  No reports from South-Racine/
Kenosha, Central-Fox Valley or Northwest.  Pres. Sherrill thanked Barbara Larsen and Kay Saunders who are stepping down
as Regional VPs, and welcomed Nancy Rafal and Mike Koehler who will be replacing them.
New Business
Convention Book Room Security:  Be aware that Jeannie Bergmann had money stolen out of her envelope at the last
conference.  Last year Jeannie was missing money from her envelope for sale of chapbooks.  If paying for a book with cash,
members are strongly encouraged to seek out and pay the author directly.
Constitution and By-Laws Revisions:  A copy of the proposed changes was distributed to all in attendance and reviewed by
Pres. Sherrill.  Any proposed amendments must be submitted in writing to Pres. Sherrill within 30 days. A special thanks to
Frank Konieska and Mary Jo Wojtusik for championing this process and starting the ball rolling toward this new streamlined
document.  Richard Roe moved to accept the proposed constitution and by-laws changes into the amendment process.
Seconded by Phyllis Wax and approved.  A copy of the proposal will be inserted into the upcoming Museletter so that all
members get an opportunity to review the document before the fall meeting.
Membership List:  Star Powers asked how and when she could get an updated membership list.  Anyone who wants the list
should send $1.00 to Museletter Editor Chris Falk, or request a free email version;  Barb Cranford asked if phone numbers
could be put on this list.  D. B. also asked people to pass on to Chris their email address and their zip + 4 to help get it up to
date.
Miscellaneous:  Pres. Sherrill provided a reminder update on the Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival.  We do believe we
have enough poets to send at least one bus.  Anyone interested should contact Pres. Sherrill or should check the web.  Mary
Jo Wojtusik asked for input to enhance the Markets section of the Museletter.
Jeannie Bergmann moved to adjourn, Karla Huston seconded, approved.  Meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted by Cathryn Cofell for WFOP Secretary

from page 5

Constitution and Bylaws Changes
As mentioned in the last Museletter, the Board has recommended substantial changes in the Fellowship’s Constitution and

Bylaws. The proposed amendments were read and received at our membership’s general business meeting Saturday, April
27. These amendments are scheduled for a vote at the Fall, 2002 conference. A two-thirds majority is required for the
amendments to be adopted.

A copy of the Constitution and Bylaws is enclosed with this edition of the Museletter. This copy shows the current wording
in normal type. Deletions are indicated by strikeouts, corrections in boldface type, and additions are boldface enclosed in
brackets.

The Board hopes that we can act on this document with a single vote next fall. However, that is not cast in stone: It is
possible to amend these changes if the membership wishes.
PLEASE NOTE:
(1) The Board has decided that amendments to this document must be proposed in writing, at least thirty days prior to the
Fall Conference. They should come to WFOP president Peter Sherrill via US Mail or e-mail. Those addresses are below his
name at the top of the Museletter masthead (first page).
(2) No amendments will be accepted from the floor at the Fall Conference.
(3) If you wish to propose an amendment, be advised that this is “an amendment to an amendment” according to Robert’s
Rules of Order. Such an amendment may diminish the effect of the original amendment, but not expand it. Please feel free to
contact Peter with any questions about this. A proposed amendment that does not meet this test will be ruled out of order.
(4) Comments and criticism are welcome. Please direct comments, etc., to Museletter Editor Chris Falk, or check out the
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Life is an echo. What you sent out, you get back; what you give, you get.

discussion board at our website, wfop.org. We will try to publish comments prior to the fall general business meeting.
The original intention was to clean up the grammar and inconsistencies, and bring the Constitution and Bylaws into line

with current practice. To that end, the Bylaws Committee -- Joey Wojtusik and Frank Konieska -- spent many hours going
over the details of the wording. Once their work was done, the Board began to look at the documents and decided that larger
“general policy” issues also needed attention.

Here is a quick summary of the proposed changes:
(1) Language establishing not-for-profit status has been brought up to the current standard recommended by the IRS;
(2) Definitions of officers (both for the Fellowship and its Board of Directors) has been streamlined and updated;
(3) Language describing the time and place of the Board meetings and Fellowship conferences has been brought into line
with current practice;
(4) The procedure for setting annual dues has been formally defined;
(5) The procedure for amending Constitution and Bylaws has been re-defined;
(6) The credentialling process has been eliminated;
(7) The number of membership categories has been reduced to three: Active (with subcategories of “Student” and
“Continued”), Honorary, and Life;
(8) “Patron” membership as a “paid-for-life” option has been eliminated. Current “Patron” members will be grandfathered;
(9) “Life” membership has been re-defined; and
(10) Various grammar, syntax, spelling and capitalization problems have been corrected.

As already mentioned, a two-thirds majority is required for the proposed amendments to be adopted. In order to vote, you
must be a member (other than Honorary) in good standing, with dues paid. For purposes of voting, dues must be paid prior to
the beginning of the meeting. You must be physically present to vote. Membership status will be verified. Only members
eligible to vote will be given voting materials.
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TO HITCH A RIDE ON A COMET

At 10, tangled in weeds in water that's deep, and soon
will be deeper than I am tall, I call for help.  It's a game, they think.
There, in that ink-black water, I see myself lost forever.

Over at last, my first year at MU, and I can breathe easy
for the summer.

He rows me to their raft in deep water.
The fuchsia sunset is no longer floating on the horizon.
I can't swim, I tell him.  He says,

Jump anyway, I'll be there for you.  I jump.
Soon I am begging for help.  He ignores me.  Down
into the black hole of water I go.  Dreams sink swiftly toward
the muddy bottom.  I thrash wildly, rise into sweet air

and I see the Milky Way, Cassiopeia's Chair, the Northern Cross
as if for the first time.  To hitch a ride on a comet couldn't be
better.  After, he claims I was only trying to scare him.

-------------Mara Ptacek, Franklin
                 Previously published in The Writer's Block

Poems by Our Membership / / Shoshauna Shy,
      Editor

ANONYMOUS BY DAY

Photuris pennsylvanicus-
overly-impressive Latin
to label a small, seasonally-active insect
flying the fringes of the lakefront-clearing
under the well-known nocturnal pseudonym
of lightning bug or firefly,
famed for flashing luminescence

Photuris pennsylvanicus, penciling mysterious messages
in arcs and scallops and curls that suggest cursive,
having enough flourish and separation to be
calligraphy
--choppy, hard to read, quick to fade--
joyful chaos of light in the darkening Wisconsin dusk

Photuris pennsylvanicus--
few would recognize the author, anonymous by day,
if seen on a sunny street or sill or cedar
in shades of drab brown

----------Ann Penton, Sarona

WITH APOLOGIES TO WILLIAM
CARLOS WILLIAMS

So much depends upon
a well-wrought parody
glazed with sarcasm
beside the dead chickens

----------Sue De Kelver, Brussels

CEILIDH

In August, along the lake,
the Irish celebrate Lughnassa,
name it for this time and place,
Irish Fest.
Pipes and fiddles
and bodhrans beat out
rhythms of Celtic life
for the midwest ancestors
of Erin.
The gathering is joyful,
heartfelt;
each day celebrated
robustly.
All too soon it is over.

Typical of the Irish soul,
the wistfulness of endings
is named and celebrated.
At the Scattering
we learn anew that
nothing lasts forever.
The music and dancing
will stop;
the fiddler must leave the stage.
It is the memory of his music
that continues to nourish our souls.

Harvest
of an Irish sort.

----------Kathleen Phillips, Waukesha
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SUNSET FROM THE DECK

Quietly, steadily,
sun drops into the bay.
Going...going...gone.

Is that what dying is?
One tiny moment you are,
the next, you aren't?
Slipping into...what?

I guess dying won't be so bad
if that's the way it is,
one gentle plop...then
the afterglow
with colors spreading
across the sky.

Such a gentle death.
It makes good practice
each time we watch.

----------Barbara Larsen, Sister Bay
             Previously published
             in Beach Road Year

Submit poems to:
Shoshauna Shy

222 S. Bedford Street, Suite F
Madison, WI 53703

OR   sschey@facstaff.wisc.edu
(No Attachments, Please)

Include SASE

RED-ORANGE

Bombay, India

Look out to sea from the window
of the second floor flat, Gazdar
House, B. Desai Road, Bombay.
Buddhist nuns soak rough-textured
robes in iron vats beside the Arabian
Sea, dry these red-orange and saffron
swaths of cloth on sun-warmed rocks.

Hartland, Wisconsin

Sun sets behind hickories, aspens and oaks.
An eddy of wind tosses nasturtiums that bloom
from crevices in rock gardens.  Red-orange
and saffron petals shake out around my knees.
Good evening, sisters, I say, pleased how
the winds have chosen this time, this place
to bring one memory of India home to me.

----------Elaine Cavanaugh, Hartland

ON CHERRY-PITTING

Once a year--not more--I make a pie
with cherries, usually ones some guilty friends
have brought from their overflowing supply.
I expose the fruit in adoration,

each a perfect round bud unto
itself--together a garden before efflorescence.
Then the pushing and pulling begin.  You
have to brace yourself against the mess

of juice, exploding on your hands and clothes,
against the mass of broken fragments in your bowl,
red and yellow--tangled, torn, bruised,
and against the endless repetition of a small

motion:  to take, to tug, remove the stem
then drop, pull, poke, drop, pit again.

----------Wendy Vardaman, Madison

New!!
Theme for Fall issue:
Perspectives on Our Parents
or Our Parenting—the Perils,
the Pleasures



10

Character may be manifested in the great moments, but it is made in the small ones. —Phillips Brooks

Meet Your Officers:
D.B. Appleton, Treasurer

A lot of people ask me, what’s a dyed-in-the-wool New Yorker like you doing
living in Wisconsin? And I always answer them frankly and honestly . . . I don’t
know! And if I did know, it would probably take several Museletters worth of
space to explain it, so maybe it’s just as well. Ignorance may not be bliss, but at
least it’s brief.

As anyone who’s heard me utter more than three consecutive syllables knows,
I am indeed a native of New York. Born in Manhattan, I spent four decades
living, as the song goes, “only forty-five minutes from Broadway.” Of course,
George M. Cohan never figured on rush hour traffic on the Long Island
Expressway, but that’s another story. A career in “international wheeling and
dealing” prepared me for a life neither in the midwest nor in poetry, but here I
am, so go figure!

One of the nicest things about life in Wisconsin has been my involvement
with the WFOP. Although suspicious at first (as Groucho said, I wouldn’t want
to belong to any club that would have me as a member!) I realized that the
Fellowship is a great group of folks who just happen to enjoy expressing
themselves poetically. But the thing I found fascinating, after becoming
treasurer, is how many people, especially poets, seem to consider interests in
words and numbers to be at opposite ends of the intellectual spectrum. To me,
the two go together as naturally as beer and brats (he said, trying to display his
progress at cultural assimilation!)

Numbers possess a poetry as beautiful as any Shakespearean sonnet, as
timeless as Whitman or Dickinson, as startling and unexpected as Ginsberg or
Ashbery. The perfect ratio of a nautilus spiral; Euclid’s golden rectangle; the
mystery of pi--these numerical concepts are nothing if not poetic. The subtle
rhythm of a measured meter, the integral constructs of a sestina or
pantoum--poetry and mathematics are wonderfully and inextricably linked, to
the benefit and betterment of each.

OK, being treasurer for a bunch of poets may seem odd, almost oxymoronic,
and where digits prefaced with dollar signs are concerned, the numerical link to
poetry is tenuous at best (at last check, not many writers of verse have cracked
the Forbes list of wealthiest individuals). But to separate numbers from poetry?
Now, that would be truly absurd!

Dues Payment Form
You are past due  on your 2002 dues if your mailing label says (01) after your name (and past due
on your 2001 & 2002 dues if your mailing label says (00)). Just remit the proper amount to renew
your membership and mail to: D.B. Appleton, 720 E. Gorham Street #402, Madison, WI 53703.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

E-mail address

Amount Enclosed

Patron  $100.00
Active $25.00
Associate $15.00
Student Members $7.50

Start Planning to
Attend the Eau Claire
WFOP Fall Conference
Now

The 2002 WFOP Fall Conference,
“Writing on the Slant” will be held at
the Midway Hotel in Eau Claire,
October 25 –26. Cost of  rooms will be
$70.00 double occupancy including
complimentary hot buffet breakfast
Saturday morning. The programming
will include a reading and writer’s
workshop presented by The Lady
Poetesses From Hell, an award
winning group of speculative poets
from the Minneapolis Area. Members
include John Calvin Rezmerski, Laurel
Winter, Terry Garey, and Rebecca
Marjesdatter. Chill with them and
you’ll find out how to spot “UFO’s
While Canning Tomatoes” and “Why
Goldfish Shouldn’t Use Power Tools.”
Bring your guitars and boom boxes,
stay through Saturday night and we
will combine with other Wisconsin
poets as part of Eau Claire’s annual
Turning Leaves Festival. Watch for the
reservation form in the fall Museletter.

An anonymous donation was made to
the Literary Fund as a memorial tribute
to Cam Coberly. The Literary Fund
Committee joins Lenore Coberly in
saying “thank you” for the thoughtful
gift.
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Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration. —Thomas Alva Edison

MarketsMarkets

Beginnings: P O Box 92-P, Shirley, NY  11967. Email: scbeginnings@juno.com. This is a print publication
strictly for novices in which struggling, talented writers can finally see their work in print. “Writing contests with
cash prizes also featured.” Send SASE for guidelines.

The Bellevue Literary Review: “a forum for illuminating humanity and human experience, seeks unpublished
poetry and other works that touch upon relationships to the human body, illness, health, and healing. Maximum 3
poems. Part of fall 2002 devoted to September 11 and the response of the arts to human tragedy.” Full Guide-
lines: Bellevue Literary Review, Dept. of Medicine, NYU School of Medicine, 550 First Ave, New York, NY
10016. Website: www.BLReview.org.

California Quarterly: (California State Poetry Society) seeks submissions from poets anywhere. Requirements:
Preferably brief, up to 6 poems. Open to all styles; quality counts. Must include name and address on all pages.
Payment: 1 contributor’s copy. Mail with SASE to: Editors, CQ/CSPS, PO Box 7126, Orange, CA  92863.

Chattels of the Heart: (New Market) 2215 Hall Road, Hartford, WI  53027. Ed. Patricia Wolf. Email:
wolfsrosebud@yahoo.com. Purpose: to encourage Christian writers to publish and to bring spiritual growth to the
reader. Themes for 2002: Autumn’s Kaleidoscope of Harvest (deadline August 1), Winter’s Whispering Hope
(deadline November 1).

Glimmer Train: Presents literary short fiction and poetry, frequently publishes new writers. Submissions online:
www.glimmertrain.com.

Prime Times, a bimonthly lifestyle magazine for members of the Prime Club, an organization for credit union
members over 50, seeks poetry that is about 200 words in length. Prime Times prefers upbeat poems (no death,
dying, and disease) that are family-oriented in nature. Please include address, e-mail address, and/or phone
number. Send to: April Eichmeier, Assistant Editor, Prime Times,5910 Mineral Pt. Rd, Loc. 4W-8, Madison, WI
53701.

The Lucid Stone: A poetry quarterly that strives for quality poetry/artwork in every nook and cranny of sentient
life. Submissions: Any style or length, none simultaneous. Sample at PO Box 949, Scottsdale, AZ 85252-0940.

Terminus: A Journal of Arts and Literature: Seeks fiction, nonfiction, art, poetry. “Terminus published the best
writing and art nationwide including a CD of writers reading their work in each issue.” 3963 Wolcott Cir.,
Atlanta, GA  30340. Email: terminus@altavista.com.

Ideas/Inspiration/TipsIdeas/Inspiration/Tips:  “Poetry is certainly something than good sense, but it must be good sense at all events;
just as a palace is more than a house, but it must be a house, at least.”  —Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Poet Lisa Verigin offers this advice about revivifying voice if we find ourselves stuck in self-parody. Write in a
location different from where you normally write-a park, coffee shop, someone else's home. Disruptions like
these often allow fresh ways of speaking to “spontaneously” arise. Or speak through a persona (historical figure,
celebrity, fictional character.)

At the convention I asked for tips from you for this column. If you discover a promising market, send the infor-
mation to me (if it’s two months before the next Museletter) or anytime to Jeannie Bergmann at the website:
www.wfop.org.

Joey (Mary Jo) Wojtusik  • 6115 E. Big Lake Loop Road • Three Lakes, WI 54562 • wojo10@newnorth.net
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It took me a long time not to judge myself through someone else’s eyes. —Sally Field

First Quarter Financial Report

January 1, 2002 through March 31, 2002

Literary Fund Account:
Balance January 1, 2002 $20,956.94

Income: Muse Contest entry fees $410.00
Interest 966.31
Total $1,376.31

Expenses: Bank Charges $3.40
Postage 13.60
Muse Judge 300.00
Total $317.00

Balance March 31, 2002 $22,016.25

General Account:
Balance January 1, 2002 $6,487.78

Income: Dues $5,050.00
Advertising 100.00
Total $5,150.00

Expenses: NFSPS dues $884.00
NFSPS awards 200.00
Museletter 1,073.62
Postage 247.42
Student Contest awards 190.00
Student Contest expenses 247.08
Bank Charges 35.00
Arts Day sponsorship 50.00
Total $2,927.12

Balance March 31, 2002 $8,710.66

Calendar Account:
Balance January 1, 2002 $7,610.73

Income: Sales $1,994.49

Expenses: Postage $39.15
Mailing supplies 110.38
Total $149.53

Balance March 31, 2002 $9,455.69

submitted by D.B. Appleton,
treasurer

Wisconsin Press Women Announce
Literary, Visual Arts Contest

Wisconsin Press Women invites Wisconsin residents age
18 and older to submit original literary and visual art to its
2002 “Impressions/Expressions” Contest, beginning June 1.

The contest has five categories: poetry, essay, short
fiction, photography and two-dimensional art, said contest
coordinators Jo Bartels Alderson and Joanne Fleming.

November 30, 2002 is the contest deadline. Wisconsin
Press Women members will serve as judges.

Three prizes will be awarded in each category: first prize,
$50; second prize, $25; and third prize, copy of yearbook.

Winning entries will be published in a yearbook to be
completed in spring, 2003.

Complete contest rules are available by sending a
stamped, self-addressed envelope to: WPW “Impressions/
Expressions” Contest, c/o Joanne Fleming, 638 Eighth
Street, Menasha, WI 54952.

Wisconsin Press Women is an affiliate of the National
Federation of Press Women.

UW-Madison School of the Arts
at Rhinelander to be held July 29-
August 2, 2002

Catalogs are now available for the July 29-August 2
session of the UW-Madison School of the Arts at
Rhinelander. Headlining the 39th annual session will be
Featured Writer Robert Wolf, Featured Theatre Artist
Patrick McCarthy and the Musical Ensemble-in-Residence,
The Last Gasp’e, a New England-style contra dance band.

Classes are open to older youth and adults with an interest
in the arts. Participants can choose from among 60
beginning to advanced classes offered in the areas of
creative writing, visual arts, folk arts, theatre and drama,
photography, music, dance, movement and fitness, and
computer skills. For a complete list of workshops and
classes, visit the School of the Arts website at
www.dcs.wisc.edu/lsa/soa.

Anyone interested in receiving financial assistance
(instructional fees only) should apply by the June 10
deadline to ensure consideration. (Applications received
after the deadline will be considered if funds are still
available). Eligibility for financial assistance is based on
Wisconsin residency, financial need and an interest in
exploring or developing artist talent.

Scholarships are funded by Wisconsin civic
organizations, banking institutions, corporations and private
individuals. Some donors have designated that their funds
be used to benefit educators, farm or rural community
members, minorities, community theater volunteers,
differently-abled individuals, emerging writers or artists.
However, most funds are not restricted.

The School is sponsored by the UW-Madison Department
of Liberal Studies and the Arts. University credit,
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) and Department of
Public Instruction Clock Hours (DPI-ECHs) are offered for
teachers and others who want to earn professional
development units.

For more information contact the UW-Madison School of
the Arts at Rhinelander, Kathy Berigan, administrative
coordinator, 715N Lowell Center, 610 Langdon Street,
Madison, WI 53703; 608-263-3494; Fax: 608-262-1694;
email: kberigan@dcs.wisc.edu.

Attention Poets and other Writers!
Enter to win one of the $1,000 prizes or scholarships.

Anticipate being the one who will win the $5,000 annual
William Bronk Award! The current contest deadline is June
1, 2002. Guidelines are available at the website,
www.williambronk.com or by writing to William Bronk
Foundation, Attn: Jan Collins, secretary, P.O. Box 28,
Hebron, NH 03241. The entry fee of $10 is a contribution to
the William Bronk Foundation which was created by the
literary colleagues of William Bronk (who received great
joy in assisting other writers) to carry on his legacy of
beneficence.
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Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street West
Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375
email: thefalks@frontiernet.net

Poetry Publications
This  section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.
Recent publication:  Copyright 2001-02.  For more information, please send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope  to the author or publisher.
Title Publication Author
A Different Muse Poetry Lou Roach

311 Meadow Lane
Poynette, WI 53955
lcard@chorus.net

Sand Island Succession: Chapbook Judith Strasser
Poems of the Apostles 511 Sheldon Street

Madison, WI 53711
jlstrass@wisc.edu
or direct from the publisher, Parallel Press
http://parallelpress.library.wisc.edu/

Some Quiet Place Poetry Barb Cranford
(608) 564-7701

Walnut from Waterloo Chapbook Sue DeKelver
for more info contact Marsh River Editions
M233 Marsh Road
Marshfield, WI 54449
(715) 387-8058
wordzoo@hotmail.com
geocities.com/wordzoo

Scribbled Inklings Poetry Marion Youngquist
8220 Harwood Avenue #608
Wauwatosa, WI 53213

Leftover Calendars
Number Less Than
200

It has come to the attention of Lou
Roach, Business Manager for the
Poets’ Calendar Account, that
members of WFOP were misinformed
about the number of calendars that
remain from the past several years.
The total is LESS THAN 200, with a
few from 1992, some from 2001, and
about 150 from 2002. Lou was unable
to attend the conference in April.
Communications were unclear.

Any of the calendars may now be
purchased for $1.00, plus $1.50
postage, by writing to Lou. Her
address is: 311 Meadow Lane,
Poynette, WI 53955, (608) 635-7997.

Lou continues to hope that one of
the Fellowship members might have
space for the unsold calendars. She
has no space for extras, because she
must prepare for the July shipment of
the new edition. After that delivery
she will have 1400 calendars to send
to individuals and retailers.

Calendars will be sold for $11.00
per copy this year—$7.00 to members
and contributors for the first 10. There
will be an additional 25 cents added to
mailing costs in each category, i.e. one
book $1.75, 2-3 books $2.75, 4-5
books $3.75, 6-10 books $4.75.

How to reach the
MuseletterMuseletter Editor

2002 Muse Contest Winners
Judged by Naomi Shihab Nye. There were127 entries.

First: Dale Ritterbusch  for “Vacation in Northern Wisconsin 1940’s”
Second : Mariann Ritzer for “Crawl Space”
Third: Norma Gay Prewett for “Grape Jellying at the End”

Honorable mentions: (in alphabetical order)
Paula Anderson for “Nothing but Close”
Carrie B. Becker for “PREPARE”
Cynthia Belmont for “The House is the Horse’s Mouth”
Lisa Marie Brodsky for “The Offering”
Cathryn Cofell for “The Distance Between”
Karla Huston for “Secret”
Ellen Kort for “Making Blackberry Jam with My Daughters”
Kristi Lee Link for “Bendita”
Doug Nietzke for “The Spoon with Holes”
Nadine St. Louis for “Poetry, You Say, Is Slow Talk”
Yvette Viets Flaten for “Before Air Conditioning”

Experience is the name everyone gives to their mistakes. —Oscar Wilde
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WFOP Triad Contest Rules
Look for the entry form for this contest elsewhere in the Museletter.

1. Contestant must be a current WFOP member in good standing.

2. There is no entry fee. Do not send a SASE. Entries will not be returned.

3. Entry form must be completed in full, included with the submission and postmarked by the contest
deadline date listed on the entry form.

4. Contestant may enter only one poem in each category. The same poem may not be entered in more
than one category. Categories are described on the entry form. Note: Only poets who have not won
a monetary award in a WFOP contest are eligible for the New Poet category.

5. Manuscript must be typed on 8½” x 11” white paper, one side only, one poem to a page. Type the
category in the upper left corner.

6. Writer’s name should not appear on the page with the poem.

7. Only the winners will be notified prior to the Fall Conference where the presentations will be made.
The names will be posted on the WFOP web site and included in the Museletter following the
conference.

8. The first place winner in each category will be ineligible to enter that category again the following
year.

9. Prizes will be awarded only if:
a. there are sufficient entries
b. the contest judge determines that an entry warrants an award.

10. WFOP is not responsible for lost manuscripts. Entries will not be returned and there will be no
notification if an entry is disqualified for failure to follow any of the above rules. Author retains all
rights to her/his work.

11. Prizes are: Designated Theme/Form: $50.00, $30.00, $20.00
Poet’s Choice: $50.00, $30.00, $20.00
New Poet: (one prize only) $50.00

The greatest achievements are those that benefit others. —Denis Waitley
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Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets: Student Contest
We completed two mailings to Wisconsin students inviting them to participate in this year’s student contest. The first bulk

mailing: November 2, 2001 of 1,202 pieces; the second bulk mailing: November 19, 2001 of 991 pieces. The second mailing
was necessary because in our request to DPI for the diskette of mailing addresses to the schools, we asked for all high
schools and middle schools, public and parochial. However, we became aware that schools K-8 were not included in this list.
The DPI sent another diskette with these addresses at no charge.

We received a record number of entries this year, 1,202, with 108 elementary/middle schools and 65 high schools
participating. Five people did the sifting and winnowing of the 1,202 entries: Shirley Blanchard, Susan Kileen, Carol Deprez,
Judy Kolosso, and Paula Anderson. We sent Barbara Bach-Wiig, judge for grades 6-8, 47 poems to select from, and Phil
Zweifel, judge for the high school group, 37 poems.

Congratulations to all the winners and special congratulations to Laura Schneider, grade 11, Madison West High School.
She received a First Honorable Mention in the Senior Division of the NFSPS Manningham Trust Student Contest for her
poem, “Red Collar.”

Co-chairs:
Paula Anderson Judy Kolosso
andersonp3@earthlink.net summerhill@nconnect.net

2002 Student Poetry Contest Winners
Grades 6-8

First Place
“A Silver Grain of Sand,” Matt Niederhuber, Eagle School, Madison
Second Place
“Finding Myself,” Kaitlynn Lairson, DeForest Area Middle School, DeForest
Third Place
“Spiderwebs,” Alicia Mraz, St. James, Shawano
Honorable Mention
“Did You...,” Kayla Kanack, Lena Public Schools, Lena
“My Curlys,” Kayla Stevenson, St. Monica School, Whitefish Bay
“Because...,” Tiffany Miller, Resurrection School, Green Bay
“Braces Ode,” Melissa Petritis, Lake Denoon Middle School, Muskego
“The Peacock,” Lily Schultze, Lake Bluff Elementary, Shorewood
“Mrs. Becker, Our Second Mother,” Lindsey Buchner, Lake Denoon Middle School, Muskego
“Books,” Jenna Bonavia, Brown Deer Middle School, Brown Deer
Special Merit Award
“Whatif,” Ethan Jablonowski, St. Monica School, Whitefish Bay
“The Ocean of Beauty,” Aaron Wofford, Good Hope Christian Academy, Milwaukee
“My Flame Poem/My Ice Poem,” Joel Johnson, Maplewood Middle School, Menasha
Judge: Barbara Bache-Wiig, Waukesha. Barbara is the author of Lessons and her poems have been published in many small press literary
magazines. She is a member of the performance group, The Poetry People.

High School
First Place
“Red Collar,” Laura Schneider, Madison West High School, Madison
Second Place
“Eleven A.M. Customers,” John Vanderhoef, Lincoln High School, Wisconsin Rapids
Third Place
“Autumn,” Erika Claire Strandjord, River Valley High School, Spring Green
Honorable Mention
“The Good Old Days,” Amanda Stephan, Hartford Union High School, Hartford
“Broken,” Celeste Bean, Gilmanton High School, Gilmanton
“Bus Envy,” Jordan Soyka, Franklin High School
“Weight Lifting,” Bill Beschta, Lena Public Schools, Lena
“Words Unspoken,” Jamie Bird, Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School, Wittenberg
“Fisherman’s Wharf,” Brendan Steele, Madison West High School, Madison
“Resurrection,” Rose Kruger-Springer, Xavier High School, Appleton
Judge: Dr. Phil Zweifel, Waukesha. Phil teaches creative writing at UW-Waukesha including both credit classes and non-credit poetry
workshops, and for more than 20 years has served as faculty advisor to The Windy Hill Review, a campus literary magazine.

It’s better to keep one’s mouth shut and be thought a food then to open it and resolve all doubt. —Abraham Lincoln
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name________________________________________ phone______________

street address__________________________________

city, state, zip__________________________________

I am a current member of WFOP. The poem(s) submitted are my original unpublished work and not
under consideration elsewhere.

signature______________________________                date________________

Complete for each category you are entering

THEME: SOCIAL ISSUES:  Form: Any.  Length: 75 lines maximum

          title: __________________________________________________________

         first line:_______________________________________________________

POET’S CHOICE:  No specific subject or form.  Length: 75 lines maximum

          title:__________________________________________________________

          first line:  ______________________________________________________

NEW POET:   No specific subject or form.  Length: 75 lines maximum.

          title:__________________________________________________________

         first line:_______________________________________________________

I have not won a monetary award in any WFOP contest. (new poet contestants only.)

                     signature________________________           date_______________ __

Send entry by August 15th to: Phyllis Wax
                                                  2330 East Back Bay St.
.                                                 Milwaukee, WI 53202

WFOP Triad Contest Entry Form
Deadline: Aug 15, 2002

The most wasted of all our days are those in which we have not laughed. —Sebastien Chamfort


