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Spring 2002

President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets that have joined
since the Winter Museletter issue:

Sandra Ahrens Fond du Lac
Jan Bottliglieri Schaumburg, IL
Brent Christianson Madison
Mario DelRosso So. Milwaukee
Kristi Evans Poplar
Hanne Gault Ellison Bay
Diane Harvey DeForest
Laura Hertzel West Bend
Roger Kuhns Egg Harbor
John Lehman Cambridge
Douglas Nietzke Mazomanie
A.B. Orlik Madison
Norma Gay Prewett Madison
Angela Rydell Madison
Fran Zell Madison
             Welcome to all!

No day in which you learn something is a complete loss. —David Eddings

Editor: Christine Falk

Let’s hope the weather is better as you read this, than it is as I write it: January
is skulking off, having renegged on the promise of snow. February – who knows?
Surely there’ll be a little snow to look forward to.

There’s lots to look forward to in the coming months. Our Spring Conference
will be in Door County at the Landmark Resort, April 26 - 27. Barbara Larsen
and her committee have an exciting program. The Landmark has given the
Fellowship an excellent deal on the room rate. “Single” rooms have two double
beds, and “doubles” have two bedrooms with two double beds apiece. All have a
kitchenette with fridge/microwave. If you’re on a limited budget, find a couple of
roomies and check this one out.

Just to sweeten the pot, we’re again having an after-conference event we’ve
affectionately nicknamed the “Saturday Night Special.” Those so inclined will
convene in the Landmark’s bar at 7 PM for this conference’s version. Its real title
is “Poetry Plus – “ details are elsewhere in the Museletter. We’ll share poems,
music, dance, adult beverages, and the customary brouhaha.

Also at the Spring Conference, we’ll begin considering changes in the
Fellowship’s Constitution and Bylaws. Several sections need to be updated, and
our Bylaws Committee – Joey Wojtusik and Frank Konieska – have spent a
considerable amount of time and attention on a tedious job. I’ll take this
opportunity to thank them for their considerable diligence.

The Fellowship’s Board will meet this February to consider the Committee’s
recommendations. We’ll bring proposed Constitution and Bylaws changes to the
general membership meeting at the Spring Conference. Adoption of such changes
is a two-step process: at the Spring Conference the proposals are read, but they
may not be voted into effect until the following General Membership Meeting.
That will be at the Fall Conference, October 25 - 26, 2002, hosted by the West
Central region.

This allows plenty of time for consideration and debate. If the members at the
Spring meeting wish, the proposals may be amended then. The proposals will
then be published in the Museletter, and editorial space allocated for comments/
criticisms. The proposals will finally be presented for a vote at the Fall General
Membership Meeting, where they may again be amended if the membership so
wishes. Then, each individual change must be voted on separately.

This is a time-consuming process, and was designed to be so. We ought not
make such changes lightly. I hope you’ll bear with us as we bring this to
completion. And I hope you’ll take part.

Also, please consider joining our Poets’ Road Trip to the Geraldine R. Dodge
Poetry Festival. This year’s Festival runs Sept. 19 - 22 in Waterloo, New Jersey.
We’ve gotten a very reasonable package from Lamers Bus Lines, and you’ll find
details on the following pages.

Finally, “welcome” to our newest Board member. D.B. Appleton is assuming
the position of Treasurer. Our former Treasurer, MT Remmel Gehm, has family
commitments that take priority. Thanks, M.T. Welcome, D.B.

Hope to see y’all at the Landmark!
Hugs,

Frank Moulton

www.wfop.org

All members of the WFOP and the
Poet Laureate Nomination Commission
are cordially invited to attend Arts Day
2002,  scheduled for Wednesday, March
6, 2002 at the State Capitol.

Arts Day is an opportunity for arts
lovers throughout the state to meet with
legislators, to learn about politicking for
the arts and to become better educated
on the process of marrying arts and
government.  Plus, they have some pretty
cool speakers.

The cost to attend is just $15, which
includes admittance to all Arts Day
sessions, the Wisconsin Arts Coalition’s
2002 edition of the Arts Resource Guide
and other educational materials,
legislative breakfast and box lunch.

For more information or to register, go
to www.wisconsinarts.org.

Arts Day 2002 to be held
in March
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Whatever you do today, do it better tomorrow. —Robert Schuller

Besides having poems published in
the 2001 Fox-Cry, the Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar: 2002, and being one of several
poetry readers at an October 13th “read”
at Conkey’s, Barbara Germiat has had
her Favorite Poem nomination accepted
for publication in the book, Poems to
Read. This book, to be published by
W.W. Norton & Company this summer,
is a part of the Favorite Poem Project
started a few years ago by then U.S. Poet
Laureate Robert Pinsky. The poem Barb
nominated, Richard Wilbur’s “Death of
a Toad”, will appear along with her
nomination letter, or an excerpt thereof.
There are 139 contributors - selected
from the 19,000 people who
recommended poems! The book will be
“widely available at bookstores and
online booksellers”, says Project
Director Maggie Dietz. A web site,
www.favoritepoem.org, has more
information.

Ellen Kort wrote and presented a
poem for Oconto County’s
Sesquicentennial Celebration in Oconto
Falls and she wrote and presented an
“Eagle” poem for Eagle Scout Court of
Honor - Bay Lakes Council of Boy
Scouts. She participated in poetry
readings with Fox Valley Writers at the
Appleton Public Library and at Harmony
Café, Appleton, a coffee house that
celebrates community diversity.

Ellen was the keynote speaker with a
presentation on “Journaling For The
Health Of It” at Wisconsin Women’s
Health Foundation, Stevens Point. She
also was keynote speaker at a business
seminar, “Marketing Demystified” at
the Paper Valley Hotel, Appleton and
“Finding Your Place in the Circle” at
Unitarian Universal Church, Appleton.
And she served as keynote speaker at the
Rhinelander District Library’s Author
Series, co-sponsored by The Northern
Arts Council. Ellen was introduced by
the mayor of Rhinelander and was
presented with a key to the city.

continued page 3

Central-Fox Valley Region

Ellen conducted several poetry/writing
workshops: Wisconsin Public
Television’s “Poetic License” student
poetry workshop, Wisconsin Dells and
Sturgeon Bay; Weekend Writing
Workshop, St. Joseph Retreat Center,
sponsored by Door County Writers;
Poetry Workshop for high school
students at St. Mary High School,
Menasha; Writing workshop for
Appleton School District’s Talented and
Gifted “Young Author’s Conference”;
Student poetry workshop, Rhinelander
High School; Poetry workshop for
Appleton School District’s Title 9 Native
American Student Program; “Discover
Your Own Story” workshop, Appleton
Public Library; and a Poetry Workshop,
“Mastermind” Women’s Group, Green
Bay.

Ellen also served as a reader at the
Appleton Boychoir’s “Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols” and as a volunteer
for Appleton North High School’s
DECA Community Service Program:
“Breakfast With Santa.” She was a
featured interview on “Weekend”,
Wisconsin Public Television, Madison,
and on Time Warner Cable Television,
Appleton. Ellen had Wisconsin Quilts:
Stories in the Stitches, published in Fall
of  2001.

Michael Koehler had a poem in Texas
Observer and one accepted by Scene.
His writing group “Between the Sheets”
read on February 27th at the Playhouse
in Sturgeon Bay. He also did a reading at
the Montello Library and one at the
Renaissance School for Ellen Kort’s
class.

Laurel Mills did a program “Journey
of a Novel”, at the Noonhour
Philosophers group at Trinity Lutheran
Church, Appleton. On February 22nd
she read at the Room of One’s Own in
Madison.
submitted by
Kay Saunders, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Karla Huston recently has published
poems and reviews in Poesy, Midwest
Book Review, Free Lunch, Rattle, The
Wisconsin Academy Review, Fox Cry
Review, and Nightsun. She has poems
and reviews forthcoming in North
American Review, 5 AM, Chiron Review,
Poesy, One Trick Pony and Kalliope.
She will be the featured reader at The
Neville Public Museum on February 27.

Welcome to new poets in the Northeast
Area! They are: Anita Beckstrom,
Donajean Durkin, and Francis Xavier.
Also a belated welcome to Tori Gran-
Wellhouse, Kathryn Gahl, Barbara
Gossens  and a welcome back to Tobin
Rockey.

Harriet Murphy  provided the
program for the Ellison Bay Women’s
Club recently. She delivered a narration
on how she moved to Door County,
illustrated with poems she has written
during and since the move.

Bill Olson asked Poet Laureate Billy
Collins for permission to reprint his
“Thesaurus” in Guidelines ,  the
Washington Island Writers Society
newsletter and received it.

“Meet William Butler Yeats” is the
name of the class Barbara Larsen is
teaching during the month of February
at the Clearing In Winter classes.

Round Robin group 4 is off and
writing. Its members are: Loraine Brink,
Donajean Durkin, Betty McMurry,
Kathryn Gahl, Anita Beckstrom, and
Nancy Rafal.

Nancy Rafal, Judy Roy, and June
Nirschl  were the featured poets at a
reading at The Bridge coffee house in
Egg Harbor in February. Sue DeKelver
was one of the featured readers at the
first Poetry Night scheduled there earlier.
Sue also racked up a good publication
score in the last three months with three
poems in Free Verse, three on the
musictoears.com web site, one poem in
The Valley Scene, and one in The Door
Voice.

An appeal to poets in the NE area:
Please share your e-mail address with
me to facilitate communication. Send to
barbaral@dcwis.com.

Attention Northeast region poets: You
are invited to submit a poem for possible
inclusion in the Spring Conference
Program booklet. Poems should relate
to the conference theme: “Saying the
Things That Cannot Be Said.” Poems
should not exceed 16 lines and may
have been published elsewhere. Submit
good clear copy which can be scanned.
Deadline for receipt of poems is March
22nd. Send your poem to June Nirschl,
9000 County Road Q, Baileys Harbor,

Northeast Region
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South-Central Region

Every calling is great when greatly pursued. —Oliver Wendell Holmes

from page 2

continued  page 4

Mid-Central Region

Northwest Region

WI 54202.
submitted by
Barbara Larsen, Northeast Regional VP

Joey Wojtusik had a poem published
in Free Verse.

Annette Grunseth will be a featured
reader at Conkey’s Bookstore in
Appleton on March 5th.

Laurie Pech-Daley received three
Honorable Mentions in Byline for her
poems “Revelation”,  “Kitchen Lessons”
from My Kitchen Table ,  and
“Thanksgiving 1973.”

Edith Nash was interviewed by Jean
Feraca on Wisconsin Public Radio on
January 31st. Edith gave a reading  from
her new book, Practice: the Here and
Now at Canterbury Books in Madison
on February 3rd. She will give a reading
at the McMillan Coffeehouse in
Wisconsin Rapids on March 11th.

Barb Cranford and Mary Lou Judy
conducted a poetry workshop on
November 17th. They published a
limited edition 51-page chapbook,
Before the Snow Flies,  based on the
poetry from the nine poets participating
in  their workshop.

Gloria Federwitz published a new
48-page book, Krazy Angel with color
illustrations.

Mary Casey Martin of  Home Brew
Press published  the book Once Around
the Table, based on poems and recipes
from the Riverwood Roundtable poetry
group. Members of the group gave a
reading at the Central Wisconsin Cultural
Center in Wisconsin Rapids on February
9th.

Mary Lou Judy gave a poetry reading
on February 11th at the McMillan
Coffeehouse in Wisconsin Rapids.

Linda Aschbrenner  will give a
reading at the Montello Public Library
on March 4th.

The Marshfield Area Poetry Society
(MAPS) is beginning its fourth year of
hosting poetry readings at the Marshfield
Public Library.  Linda Aschbrenner
and Sue Twiggs coordinate the readings
which are funded through the Friends of
the Marshfield Public Library and the
Marshfield Area Community

Foundation.  Upcoming readers are:  Mark
Scarborough, March 20th; Ethna
McKiernan, April  17th;  Ron Wallace,
May 16th; and Thomas R. Smith, July
15th. In June, the group will read  the
poetry of Isadore Larmon at the Purdy
Retirement Community.

“A New Foundation: Poetic Perspectives
on September 11” is the theme of the
poetry on the Poetry Trail located at the
UW Marshfield/Wood County Arboretum.
The poetry trail is sponsored by MAPS
and the Office of Continuing Education.
In the spring, the trail will feature the
poetry of Ron Wallace.

WFOP, CHARAC (Cable/Hayward
Area Arts Council) and the Drummond
Public Library will host a Second Sunday
Reading on March 10th at 2:00 p.m.
featuring Eric Hjerstedt Sharp reading
from his collection of poetry titled “Rune
Tailings”. An open reading wll take place
before the featured reader.

A Second Sunday Reading celebrating
National Poetry Month and sponsored by
the same organizations will be held on
Sunday, April 14th at 2 p.m. Following an
open reading, area poets will read works
by nationally recognized poets.
Refreshments will be served  at  both
events and the public is invited. Both
events are at the Drummond Public
Library.

Jan Chronister and Diana Randolph
had work accepted by the Dust & Fire
Anthology, to be published by Bemidji
State University in March. Jan and Diane
were also the featured readers at a Winter
Solstice gathering held in Duluth and
sponsored by the Arrowhead Reading
Council. Jan Chronister was one of the
winners of the Lake Superior Writers
Contest.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Lenore Coberly read short fiction and
poetry at Canterbury Booksellers in
Madison on November 18th.

The day before that, 50 poets read to a
packed house in an open-mike reading
dubbed “Poets Without Borders” at the
Electric Earth Cafe in Madison. The event

was a benefit for the international
humanitarian foundation Doctors
Without Borders.  Also featuring local
musicians, it began at 8 PM and went
late into the night. Many WFOP
members, from the South Central chapter
and otherwise, were present. Poets
contributed a printed copy of their
selection to be bound in a book as a
memento of the occasion. The book was
raffled off at the end of the evening.

A party celebrating the release of the
tape cassette featuring the “summer
poets” from the “Poetry Buzz” radio
show took place on December 9th.
WFOP-SC poets included on this tape
are Art Madson, Dale Ritterbusch,
Susan Elbe  and Kathy Miner.
Coordinated by Andrea Musher, the
“Poetry Buzz” was a weekly feature in
2001 on radio station WORT in Madison.
Rumor has it that a CD containing the
full year’s worth of poets will be available
soon.

“Calendar Reading 2002” was held at
Canterbury on December 11th. WFOP-
SC poets taking part were: Lynn Patrick
Smith, Alice D'Alessio, John Gibson,
Richard Roe, Margaret Benbow,
Margaret Smith, Shoshauna Shy, CX
Dillhunt, Heather Gyles-Lyngard,
Brian Powers, Lou Roach, Susan
Godwin, Eve Robillard, Bobbie
Krinsky, Kathy Miner, Robin
Chapman, Fran Newhouse, Barbara
Houghton, Jeri McCormick, Fran
Rall, Iefke Goldberger, Jackie
Langetieg, and Bill McConnell.

Readers featured at the Madison
Barnes & Noble store since the last
Museletter have been Jeri McCormick
(November), and Richard Roe and
Lynn Patrick Smith (December).

Jeannie Bergmann read at the Village
Booksmith in Baraboo on December
14th.

At press time for this Museletter, the
annual Winter Festival of Poets was in
full swing at Canterbury Booksellers in
Madison. The Sunday-afternoon series
began on January 20th and will continue
through March 10th. WFOP members
reading on the first 3 dates included
Paul Thompson, Brenda Lempp,
Phyllis Reisdorf, Dave Smith, Jeannie
Bergmann, CX Dillhunt, John
Lehman, Fran Rall, Barbara
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Live truth instead of professing it. —Elbert Hubbard

Houghton, Richard Roe and Chuck
Cantrell.  Lynn Patrick Smith
coordinates this mega-event, for which
the Madison area poetry community is
deeply grateful! Readers from
subsequent dates will be reported in the
next Museletter.

Dale Ritterbusch,  Richard Roe and
Kathy Miner were among the crowd at
the 8th annual Woodland Pattern Poetry
Marathon in Milwaukee on January 26th.
(Dale and Richard read; Kathy listened.)
Over the course of the 11-hour event,
they were treated to the work of more
than 100 poets and encountered several
WFOP members from other chapters.
The marathon is an annual fundraiser
for the store, located on Locust Street,
which is a fabulous resource for books
of and about poetry. You have never
seen chapbooks like you can see--and
buy--at Woodland Pattern!

Kathy Miner and Shoshauna Shy
read at Canterbury on February 7th.
Shoshauna has had two poems published
recently: “Reconnaissance” was
published in Maelstrom, and “Birth
Defect” in The Mid-America Poetry
Review.  She also has a new chapbook
out entitled Slide Into Light.

Eve Robillard’s  new chapbook
Everything Happens Twice, published
by Fireweed Press of Madison, is
currently available. She read selections
from it on WORT radio on December
18th and at A Room of One’s Own in
Madison on February 1st.  Eve also had
two poems published in the September
issue of Wisconsin Academy Review.

Get-well wishes to Art Madson o f
Whitewater, a longtime member of
WFOP. Art has been generous with his
poetry and his humor over the years.
submitted by
Kathy Miner, South-Central Regional VP

This summer, new WFOP member A.B.
Orlik inherited Scrawl, a monthly all-
girl spoken word open mic in Madison.
Scrawl can now be found every second
Saturday at Java EsCafe, 14 West Mifflin
Street (on the Square between State and
Wisconsin), with sign-up at 7:45 and
show at 8:00.Women of all ages,
backgrounds and persuasions are
encouraged to read their original poetry,
prose, songs, or other ramblings. Several

West-Central Region

South Region

WFOP members, including Jeannie
Bergmann and others, have taken the
mic in recent months. For more
information, call (608) 251-1861 or write
scrawlgirl@yahoo.com.

April 17th is Racine Poetry Day,
proclaimed by the mayor and sponsored
by the Racine Public Library. An open
mike to the community and visitation/
performance by WI poet laureate Ellen
Kort are on the planning table as this
Museletter goes to press. Last year, Kat
Rygasiewicz led a noon-time open mike
at Schwartz Bookstore-Downtown
Racine; about 20 Walden School young
poets participated among others.

Katarzyna (Kat) Rygasiewicz won
herself a sacred turkey: published three
times in a row in the Mount Horeb
Nature Sanctuary spirituality magazine
Circle-Summer, Spring, Winter 2001-
Sacred Plants, Sacred Creatures, Sacred
Places issues. She’s also been doing
performance art on her hometown
Racine’s street corners and bus stops
with a large 60’s genuine antique peace
sign and one of her terror-recognition
poems, calling herself the Human
Vintage Peace Poet Installation. Lots of
honks, friendly waving, and flashed 2-
finger peace signs from cars going by.
No gun shots.

The month of January 2002 was
memorable for West Central poets. It
was the culmination of the second Vision
and the Word Artist/Writer
collaboration. Last spring each writer or
poet was matched with a visual artist
and during the months that followed the
pairs worked off of each others’ work
and/or collaborated on new joint projects.
It was an amazing flowering of creativity
that resulted in January in a splendid
show at the State Regional Arts Center
Back Door Gallery and four Sunday
afternoon events highlighting each of
the pairs and the various aspects of their
collaboration. Sandy Lindow, Nadine
St. Louis, Peg Lauber, Carrie Beth
Becker and Yvette Flaten participated
with reading old and new poetry. A high

point was  Nadine St. Louis’s poem
about a painting of a marionette that
comes to life. The dancer/model for the
painting honored the audience by
demonstrating the dance itself. We were
all sad when the last reading was over.
 February 14th, Yvette Flaten
participated in an annual Valentine’s
Day Poetry reading at the State Theater
Gallery.

March 20th, Sandy Lindow will work
as a guest author/critic in UW Eau
Claire’s Spring Creative Writing Festival
that is sponsored by the Mississippi
Valley Gifted and Talented Network.
She will lead three workshops for middle
and high school students.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Jane-Marie Bahr, Menomonie, has
had a poem accepted for spring
publication in Poetry Motel #30.

Charles P. Ries  lives and writes in
Milwaukee. He is currently working on
a biographical memoir titled Riesville
about surviving Catholicism while being
brought up on a mink farm. His first
book of poetry titled bad monk: neither
here nor there  was published in
December 2001 by Lockout Press. His
poetry and short stories have appeared
in the following publications: Shoes,
Clark Street Review, Avocet, Ya’Sou,
Ragtime Joe’s Review, Superior Poetry
News, Pop Poets, WFOP Museletter,
Pop Gun E-Zine, Museskiss E-Zine,
Wondering Press, Anthology, Starry
Night Review, Write On!!!/Just Stories,
Clovis Hook Press/Hazmat Review,
Barbaric Yawp, Emotions Magazine, and
Hadrosaur Tales.

Elaine Cavanaugh’s name appears
on the Publisher’s Honorable Mention
list on Spondee web site. This site
features poems by Wisconsin writers.
To view Spondee go to
www.spondee.net.

East Region
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The heart of a fool is in his mouth but the mouth of a wise man is in his heart. —Benjamin Franklin

Dues Have Increased
At the Fall Conference, 2001, the membership approved the

Fellowship’s first dues increase in over fifteen years. Dues are
now $25/year for Active and $15/year for Associate members.
The increase became effective January 1, 2002.

Unfortunately, the deadline for the Winter Museletter came
before the membership’s vote. We were unable to publicize the
dues increase in time for this year’s renewals. We are sorry for
the oversight.

Because of the inadequate notice, we have accepted this
year’s renewals at the old rate. However, we ask those members
who have not yet renewed to pay the new (higher) dues. If you
have already renewed, we hope you’ll send a check for the
difference. This will not only support the work of the Fellowship,
but provide a modest tax deduction for next year.

Please send your dues or donation to our new Treasurer,
D.B. Appleton. His address is listed on the Museletter masthead.

Joint Conference With WRWA,
Fall 2003

Plans are continuing for a first-ever joint conference with the
Wisconsin Regional Writers’ Association. The Fellowship
and the WRWA share many members in common, and both
organizations agreed that pooling resources might allow a full
weekend of activities with more programs for all participants.

The Fellowship’s conference rotation has been shifted slightly
to accommodate the schedules of both organizations. The
2003 Fellowship conference date, originally November 7 - 8,
has been moved to September 27 - 29, 2003. The conference
will be at the Pioneer Inn in Oshkosh. Please note the additional
day: we hope to have enough programs so we can continue the
conference into that Sunday.

Fox Valley regional vice president Kay Saunders has
appointed Cathryn Cofell and Karla Huston as our
representatives to the joint planning committee. Volunteers
are welcome, as are suggestions for programs and speakers.

Join Us at the G.R. Dodge
“The Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival... brings poetry’s creme de la creme to the beautiful, rustic Village of Waterloo for

four days (Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday) of concurrent readings and workshops at various village sites such as the
sawmill, the gristmill, the gazebo, the white barn, and the Church.... The PBS television series The Language of Life with Bill
Moyers focused on this festival.” This year’s Festival runs September 19 - 22.

The Fellowship has arranged a tour package with Lamers Bus Lines that offers affordable transportation and lodging for the
entire Festival. The group will depart Appleton via deluxe motor coach Tuesday, September 17th and arrive the 18th for four nights
at the Parsippany, NJ Holiday Inn. We depart Sunday, Sept 22nd at the end of the event, and arrive back in Appleton the 23rd.

One price includes the transportation, lodging, and shuttle service to and from the Festival grounds. Meals and admission are
not included. Prices range from $485 to over $600, depending on the number of people sharing a room. A $50 deposit holds your
place.

For information on the Festival, visit www.grdodge.org/poetry.
For more information on the tour package, contact Bob Smith at Lamers Tour and Travel, (800) 236-1976; or send in the coupon

below. Mail to: Lamers Tour and Travel, Attn: Bob Smith, 2937 Monroe Road, DePere, WI 54115.

___ My $50 deposit is enclosed ___ Please send more information

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone Email

Minutes of the WFOP Board Meeting November 2, 2001
Glendale, Wisconsin
Present - Peter Sherrill, Cathryn Cofell, Karla Huston, Lou Roach, Joan Johannes, M.T. Remmel, Kathy Miner, Mardi Fries,
Roberta Fabiani...Last meeting minutes approved with corrections and recorded.
Treasurers Report
9/30/01 Literary Fund $21,555.09
9/30/01 General Account $4,556.43
9/30/01 Calendar balance $4,639.96
Literary Fund - The committee to meet after conference.
Calendar - Lou Roach reports a press run of 2000 total with approximately 280 calendars left. Four copies are to be sent to

continued page 8
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1950

at night
my mother bathed me in a white tub
scrubbed me with white soap
rubbed me in a white towel
hugged and plugged me

into pajamas and the white sheets

an act so kind
so common
it barely even happened

—Bruce Dethlefsen, Westfield
Previously published by
Tamafyhr Mountain Press

Poems by Our Membership / / Shoshauna Shy,
      Editor

THE DINNER PARTY

I am in her kitchen
carving the roast.

Slicing meat is a man's job
and she's sharpened the blade,
asked for my help.

She stands beside me, chattering,
but I don't hear.

I am thinking of her husband,
dead only one year and her, sparkling
like a piece of crystal.

Is this how it will be when I am gone,
I wonder, replaced for the carving
and then forgotten?

I slice and slice.  The juices
run red.

—Phyllis Wax, Milwaukee
Previously published by
Porcupine Literary Arts Magazine

IT IS TIME...

Slip fast
down the hill
to a grassy patch.
Like the doe,
shape a bed
under the thin sun, or
in the shade of a birch.
Wait in this place
until words
slide like blood.
And the newborn
is tensing.

—Mara Ptacek, Franklin

FLORIDA BAY HONEY-MOON

At night
when there is no light, save moon shine,
the swishing swooshing of spatulate bird bills

sweep clean shoals
of shallow Florida Bay.

A bright green tent; our stage.
We witness a spontaneous performance;
Brassy moon backlights
this Japanese shadow dance:
Roseate Spoonbills work the Bay

heads swing, bills sway
from side to side, sashay
then snap shut

trapping shrimp, mollusks, crustaceans.

In the morning
nothing but pink feathers
litter the shoals

     like confetti
after a wedding.

—K. Lee Link, Bayfield
Previously published by
Free Verse
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RUNNING RIVER
(For Hans)

Ice and snow melting between
Minnesota and Wisconsin split

bluff to bluff, run to the River in the warming sun.

Rain beats against the ice
thinning itself to water, giving

the Mississippi the movement of fluid muscle.

It swells until it swaggers over
its banks creating a new definition,

a new geography.  Towns from the top of the country

to the belly of this wide artery
stack sandbags as if the dikes they make

will hold off the inevitable visit.

The seamless flow of water spreads
like skinny fingers into the streets and buildings

standing in its very path.

The River is only guiding fate to the towns and people
who chose to roll the dice until

good fortune or bad snapped like twigs in the path of this body.

—Ken Bennet, LaCrosse

Submit poems to:
Shoshauna Shy

222 S. Bedford Street, Suite F
Madison, WI 53703

OR   sschey@facstaff.wisc.edu
(No Attachments, Please)

Include SASE

SALZBURG STATUE

Salome—he loved you too much, too well—
that young archbishop of a Medici name,
and for you he built Palace Mirabell.

You were a generous Rubenesque belle;
he lusted for you and lived without shame;
Salome—he loved you too much, too well.

He took the name Wolf, ignored priestly cell,
planned grander domes--a new Rome, his aim—
and for you he built Palace Mirabell.

Salome, warm mistress, could you foretell
birthing his sixteen in passion's sly game?
Salome—he loved you too much, too well.

Like other church prelates, Wolf's miter fell;
history consigns him to brief foot-note fame,
and for you he built Palace Mirabell.

Salome, now you sit in garden ell—
still centuries young, charms ever the same,
and for you he built Palace Mirabell;
Salome—he loved you too much, too well.

—Marion H. Youngquist, Wauwatosa

      with no speaking parts
in their play, the fishermen
      still mess up their lines

—Ann Penton, Sarona
Previously published by
Sidewalks
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By all means, don’t say, “If I can,” say, “I will.” —Abraham Lincoln

reviewers. Roberta Fabiani asked for the copies of the reviews to be sent to her for the WFOP records. Lou Roach acknowl-
edged and thanked Mara Ptacek for her efforts of new marketing connections moving the calendar into new venues.
Credentials -Karla Huston received 31 total membership requests. Twenty-nine have been accepted as active members and
two accepted associate members.
Web Page -Jeannie Bergmann not present. The site is up and running.
Student Contest - no report
NFSPS - no report. Peter will send out contact letter to Charlene Sexton, our liaison. The new dues increase is $1.00 to $2.00
for membership in this organization.
Board /Committee Participation - Peter and the entire board discussed the possibility and the determined need for a set
participation policy for the board and officer positions within WFOP. Investigation will continue into this matter.
Museletter -Joan Johannes will forward the Mead Hotel lodging accommodations letter of support for the Poet Laureate to
Chris Falk, Museletter editor, in the hopes of encouraging members to continue the supportive momentum through out the
state. A thank you letter will also be included. Karla Huston will forward notice of the largest small press collection in the
nation within the University of Wisconsin network for ongoing membership resource and information.
WRWA - Peter Sherrill welcomed and introduced WRWA president, Patricia Dunson Boverhuis and vice president Donna
L. Potrykus to the board meeting and to the conference.
Eyes of Wisconsin - The letter of acknowledgement from ex-governor Tommy Thompson and assembled bound poetry
collection is on display for conference duration. A complimentary copy was also sent to new governor.
Dodge Poetry Road Trip - Peter Sherrill announced a bus package tour has been assembled working with Bob Smith out of
Appleton. Twenty-five people minimum will be needed to secure this trip. A Milwaukee possible pick - up will be investi-
gated. More details and contact information will be in Museletter.
Seed Money - The board approved annual WFOP regional event $100.00 grants with the following criteria.
1. Written request to board to include the event plan, community connection and time frame.
2. The benefit and the need for the event clearly outlined in request
3.The notice of event when approved sent to Museletter and to the web page.
Mailing List Matters - The board unanimously approved no release of information is possible until a  general membership
meeting approved policy is in place.
Dues increase - The board has approved the following dues increase to be presented to the general membership for vote.
$25.00 active and $15.00 associate, rates to be effective 1/1/02. Meeting adjourned 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Roberta Fabiani, secretary

from page 5

Camden Arthur Coberly
Camden (Cam) Coberly, long-time Patron member of the Fellowship,

died unexpectedly last December. He is remembered for his gentle dignity
and love of the language. He is survived by his wife, Lenore McComas
Coberly, also a Patron member. We extend our condolences to Lenore and
her family. He will be greatly missed.

Missing Cam

We have lost him, gardener who loved
wild West Virginia hills and fomented riots
of dames rocket, forget-me-nots, violets
in the shady corners of his Wisconsin year.
We have lost him, engineer who crafted
wire-mesh mulch for the autumn crocus bulbs
to keep out squirrels, rabbits, and crows;
who built six-foot square canvas-stretchers
for artist son; dressers, cabinets, tables,
for daughters, granddaughters, Lenore.
We have lost him, lover of trees
whose well-trimmed hickories rained down
nuts enough for the neighborhood as he proved
that the right tool, endless patience, and a well-placed
blow could yield the nutmeats whole—or nearly so.
We have lost him, lover of stone
who polished an agate big as a dinosaur egg
for a week to bring out its burnished gold;
bearer of farmer cheese and Fetzer wine
to the writers at the close of manuscript group.
We have lost him, suddenly, in mid-stride,
Cam, who said in his fiftieth wedded year,
“I am the happiest, the luckiest of men alive”—
and even as we mourn his death
we move among the works of his hands.

In memoriam, Camden A. Coberly,
1922-2001 by Robin Chapman

There are Those Among Us...
There are those among us who set their sights

on this world’s worthiest tasks;
through their patina of doing, we are buffed

to a higher sheen.

There are those among us who travel with grace
among the earth’s bright furnishings,

harboring across the continents
a pulse of unmapped wonder.

There are those among us who plant for seasons
promised and unpromised,

their vivid harvest burgeoning heart to heart
above our root-shared soil.

There are those among us who have culled from living
the portions that bespeak a whole—

the all-that-they-needed-to-know.
They are the ones we can never let go.

by Jeri McCormick
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Dues Payment Form
You are past due  on your 2002 dues if your mailing label says (01) after your name (and past due
on your 2001 & 2002 dues if your mailing label says (00)). Just remit the proper amount to renew
your membership and mail to: D.B. Appleton, 720 E. Gorham Street #402, Madison, WI 53703.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

E-mail address

Amount Enclosed

Patron  $100.00
Active $25.00
Associate $15.00
Student Members $7.50

WFOP Conference Registration - April 26 & 27, 2002

Name Phone

Address E-mail

City State Zip

Registration Fee: (no.) @ $15.00 = $

Luncheon: (no.) @ $15.00 = $

Total = $

Check Choice: Beef Stir Fry Vegetarian Stir Fry Cashew Chicken Salad
(all include dessert & gratuity)

Check here if you will need space at the book sales table

Make check payable to WFOP Spring Conference.

Return registration blank and check to: Barbara Larsen, Conference Chair, 11751 Beach Road, Sister Bay,
WI 54234.

Deadline: March 26, 2002

Don’t let your learning lead to knowledge, let your learning lead to action. —Jim Rohn
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Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken winged bird that cannot fly. —Langston Hughes

Meet Your Officers:
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

I have been West Central Regional Vice President since 1985. When Karen Updike first called me about being an officer, I
was trying on a tight, one piece undergarment to wear under a dress for the local university's elegant Viennese Ball.  We
were also at the beginning of a three year process to adopt a yet to be born Korean infant through Lutheran Social Services.  I
wondered how I could fit in one more thing in my life.  Much has happened since then.  That infant, our daughter Miriam,
turns fourteen in December.  You’ve watched her grow up at conferences and in my poems.  My son, who was still a little
boy in 1983 when I joined the WFOP is now 26 and living on his own in Minneapolis.

One of the reasons I married my husband, Michael Levy, was that he liked my poetry and encouraged me to publish.
Eighteen years later we are still married and still publishing.  He is an English professor at the University of Wisconsin -
Stout.  We share books, write together and edit each other.  He is my best friend, cheerleader, and poetry punctuator.  Last
year I took a 3 and a half month sabbatical.  We lived in Dalkeith Palace, Scotland where he taught Wisconsin UW students
and I was able to focus on my writing.  It was a difficult, wonderful time.

Since 1981 I have worked as a Title I Reading Specialist at the Eau Claire Academy, a treatment center for emotionally
disturbed children and adolescents.  It is hard, emotionally draining, fulfilling work and I am grateful that I work in a place
where I can really make a difference in the world.  Hardly a day goes by that I am not teaching writing, for, as you all know,
reading and writing go hand-in-hand.  This year due to  limited federal funding to Title I, my position has been reduced to .9.
I am able to take every other Friday off.  These have been wonderful days devoted to my writing and I looking forward to
semi-retiring in three years.

I first joined WFOP as a result of winning an Edna Meudt poetry contest.  At that time there were no other WFOP
members in the Eau Claire Area.  Now we have a small active group that gets together for monthly workshops at the library,
occasional potlucks, restaurant get-togethers and a handful of public readings a year.  We just finished our second annual
Turning Leaves Festival where nationally recognized poet Naomi Shihab Nye gave a reading to an audience that mostly
filled up the State Theater.  Right now we are involved in a series at Friday After Five Events that pair poets with musicians
and the second Eau Claire Area Vison and Word Show that matches artists and poets.  I am confident that we as poets have
stepped down from our ivory towers and are bringing excellent, accessible poetry to our communities, to our state, and to the
world.

Calendar Retail Sales Increase
The Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar for 2002 found a number of new markets this year. The current poetry collection was

placed in 81 retail outlets across the state, beginning in July, 2001. The calendars were sold by museums, gift shops, art
galleries, University of Wisconsin bookstores in several locations, resorts, craft stores, natural food stores, the Peace Action
project in Milwaukee, and, of course, bookstores from Superior to Beloit and everywhere in between.

Major booksellers this year included Barnes and Noble in Madison and LaCrosse; Borders Book Shops in Madison,
Milwaukee and Eau Claire; Little Professor shops in Stevens Point and Green Bay and Conkey’s in Appleton. Many small
book stores continue to be strong supporters of state poets.

UW campus book stores in Whitewater, Milwaukee, Madison and Marshfield placed orders, as did Beloit and Alverno
Colleges. Libraries in Racine and Madison purchased the 2002 publication.

As payments for this year’s calendar arrive, it is clear that funding for the 2003 calendar is already in place. Calendar
business manager Lou Roach expects a smaller profit from sales this year due to a decrease in individual orders. The overall
outlook is positive.
WFOP members may order the calendar at a sale price of $3.00 per copy at this time. Mailing costs will be as usual:

one book $1.50
2-3 books $2.50
4-5 books $3.50
6-10 books $4.50

Orders may be sent to:
Lou Roach
WFOP Calendar Account
311 Meadow Lane
Poynette, WI 53955
(608) 635-7997
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Vision is the art of seeing things invisible. —Jonathan Swift

MarketsMarkets

Online Submissions:

Grassroots Poetry: The Grassroots Poetry Project: Forums seeking submissions:
www.members.tripod.com/~tomperry/

PNG Poetry Online: Editor-Harry Calhoun, Publisher: Kurt Nimmo. An online literary journal of con-
temporary poetry. Website: www.cruzio.com/~png

Word Salad: Quarterly poetry webzine with a yearly poetry contest and discussion forums. Submis-
sions: wordsalad.net

Print Media Submissions:

Eureka Literary Magazine: Eureka College, 300 E. College Ave., Eureka, IL  61530.
Editor: Walter Cummins. E-mail: llogsdon@eureka.com Accepts poetry any length. E-queries: accepts.
Unsolicited mss: accepts. Submission format: Hard copy. Response: 4-5 months. SASE required.
Freelance content: 100%. Rights: One-time. Payment: In copies.

The Literary Review: Fairleigh Dickinson University, Mail Code M010C, 285 Madison Ave., Madison,
NJ  07940. E-mail: tlr@fdu.edu  E-queries: Accepts.Unsolicited mss: Accepts. Guidelines: Up to 5
poems, any length. Submissions are read Sept. 1-June 1 only. Submit hard copy. Response: 8-12 weeks.
SASE required. Rights: FNAR. Payment: In copies.

Modern Haiku: P.O.Box 1752, Madison, WI  53071. Editor: Robert Spiess. Payment: $1/poem. Unso-
licited manuscripts: Accepts. Format: Hard copy. Response: 2 weeks. SASE required. Freelance content:
90%. Rights: FNAR.

Ideas/Inspiration Tips: “Write only from experience, but try to be one on whom nothing is lost.” -
Henry James

Poetry Round-Robins offer a unique way to practice your craft and a great chance to network with others
in WFOP. Contact your regional VP’s to explore possibilities. Here’s an idea from Discovering Litera-
ture, my old AP Bible: Modern audiences are said to have few heroes. Write a poetic tribute to someone
you admire, trying to convince a skeptical reader.

Remember our new website, courtesy of Jeannie Bergmann (Here, here!) I’ll try to add occasional
markets online as I spot them.

Joey (Mary Jo) Wojtusik  • 6115 E. Big Lake Loop Road • Three Lakes, WI 54562 • wojo10@newnorth.net
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Minds are like parachutes: they only function when open. —Thomas R. Dewar

How to reach the
MuseletterMuseletter Editor
Christine Falk
9556 Upper 205th Street West
Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 985-5375
email: thefalks@frontiernet.net

Fourth Quarter Financial Report

submitted by MT Remmel Gehm, treasurerOctober 1, 2001 through December 31, 2001

Literary Fund Account:
Balance October 1, 2001 $21,555.09

Income: None
Expenses: Triad Judges $100.00

Triad Prizes 250.00
Triad Miscellaneous 16.99
Muse Mailing 231.16
Total $598.15

Balance December 31, 2001 $20,956.94

General Account:
Balance October 1, 2001 $4,586.43

Income: Dues $1,740.00
Donation 100.00
Conference 3,194.00
Total 5,034.00

Expenses: Officers $217.72
Museletter 898.02
Banking 40.00
Conference 1,510.37
Contests 466.54
Total $3,132.65

Balance December 31, 2001 $6,485.78

Calendar Account:
Balance October 1, 2001 $4,639.96

Income: Sales $3,077.54
Expenses: Postings $106.65

Balance December 31, 2001 $7,610.73

Robin Chapman and Judith Strasser
will be leading a workshop at The
Clearing in Door County the week of
May 26-June 1, 2002. The workshop,
titled “Whose Woods These Are: The
Poetry of Place” will take participants
on an exploration of the ways that natural
history and landscape feed the poetic
process. Workshop members will read
and discuss examples of place-oriented
poetry  by a  wide variety of
contemporary writers, and will write
and discuss their own poems, focused
on the landscapes of The Clearing and
northern Door County. Judith and Robin
will also meet individually with poets
who would like comments on previously
completed work.

This workshop is designed for
beginning and intermediate poets.
Participants are encouraged to bring
copies of up to three poems they would
like to discuss with Judith or Robin, as
well as writing materials--pens and
notebooks, and a portable typewriter or
laptop, if possible.

If you’re interested in the workshop,
send your name and address to Robin,
205 N. Blackhawk, Madison, WI 53705
or Judith, 511 Sheldon Street, Madison,
WI 53711. They will be sure you get
registration materials when they are
available.

Poetry Workshop to
be Held in Late May

Poetry Publications
This  section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.
Recent publication:  Copyright 2001-02.  For more information, please send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope  to the author or publisher.
Title Publication Author
Knots of Sweet Longing Chapbook Richard Roe

for more info, contact Wolfsong Pub.
3123 South Kennedy Drive
Sturtevant, WI 53177
(262) 886-5809
wolfsong@wi.net

bad monk: neither here nor there Chapbook Charles Ries
for more info, contact Charles at
5821 West Trenton Place
Milwaukee, WI 53213
charlesr@execpc.com
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WFOP Spring Conference
 April 26-27, 2002

The Landmark Resort
Egg Harbor, Wisconsin

Saying the Things That Cannot Be Said
Schedule

Friday, April 26
4:00-6:00p.m. Registration
6:30p.m. Board Meeting
7:30p.m. Open Poetry Reading

Saturday, April 27
8:00a.m. Registration
8:30a.m. General Business Meeting
9:30a.m. Break
9:45a.m. Welcome and Roll Call I poems
10:45a.m. Break
11:00a.m. Roll Call II poems
12:00p.m. Break
12:15p.m. Lunch
1:00p.m. Muse Prize award
1:15p.m. Break
1:30p.m. Speaker: Robert Morneau

Poets: Lightning Rods Stradding Heaven & Earth:
My Five Favorite Lightning Rods

2:20p.m. Break
2:30p.m. Panel: Mariann Ritzer, moderator; Jackie Langetieg,

Alice D’Alessio & Kathy Tapp
Saying the Things That Cannot Be Said

3:30p.m. Sessions end

SPECIAL EVENING ENTERTAINMENT:
POETRY PLUS: Poets performing pieces which “cannot be said—
alone.” Poetry and music, poetry and dance, group poetry and more!
Join the fun in the Landmark’s Lounge from 7-9 p.m.

See Page 9 for Spring Conference Registration Form.

Special Pull-
Out Section

Your Spring
Conference
Resource
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About Our Conference Speakers

Spring Conference
Housing Information

Make arrangements directly with:
The Landmark Resort
7643 Hillside Road
Egg Harbor, WI 54209-8918
Phone: (920) 868-3205
Reservations: (800) 273-7877

The housing at the Landmark consists of Condo Suites, which
include a living room/dining area and kitchenettes with
appliances. You may bring in whatever food/beverages you
wish or you may dine in the Landmark’s restaurant on the
premises. Note: WFOP will not be providing a continental
breakfast, only coffee/tea on Saturday morning.

Accommodations overlooking the bay are somewhat more
costly. The following prices are listed with Woodside suite
rentals listed first, followed by Bayside suite rentals. Prices
are per suite, not per person. Attendees may wish to share
suites.

1 queen bedroom plus 1 queen sofa bed in living room (sleeps
2-4): $64.00/$74.00

2 bedroom suite with queen size beds (2nd bedroom is a loft),
1 queen sofa bed in living room, 1 bath (sleeps 2-6): $84.00/
$94.00

2 bedroom suite with queen size beds (2nd bedroom is a loft),
1 queen sofa bed in living room, 2 baths (sleeps 2-6): $94.00/
$104.00

Please call in your reservations by March 26, 2002. Mention
that you are attending the WFOP Spring Conference in
order to receive the special conference rate. Inform the
reservations clerk if you need a room equipped for a
disabled person. There are only a limited number.

Directions: Take 42/57 past Sturgeon Bay. When the highways
divide, follow Highway 42 north. Approximately 12 miles
north of Sturgeon Bay you will see a large stone Landmark
resort sign. Turn left just BEFORE the sign onto Hillside Road
and follow Hillside to the Landmark. It will be on your left.

Robert Morneau writes a poem every morning to get his
“juices flowing.” Poetry, he’s convinced, holds the secrets to
life. “It’s heart-to-heart talk,” he says, “...intense, intimate, and
also intimidating.” While his schedule as auxiliary bishop for
the Green Bay Catholic Diocese keeps him extremely busy, he
leaps at the chance to “talk” poetry whenever it arises. Author
of 15 books and a popular speaker, he is a man constantly on
the go. On a rare day off, he may be found driving a tractor on
his family’s Christmas tree farm which he helped plant 40
years ago or gardening or golfing or, of course, reading poetry.

If you’re planning to attend the spring conference in Egg
Harbor on April 26th and 27th, make sure you stick around for
the Saturday night festivities.

In keeping with the theme, “Saying the things that cannot be
said,” we’re inviting poets to perform a piece that “cannot be
said—alone.”

Poetry Plus will include poetry and music, poetry and dance,
group poetry and just about anything else we dream up to fit the
theme.

The whole idea is to have fun and to stretch as poets. So tune
up your banjo, bang on your drum, bring your original ballad
or round up your favorite Greek chorus.

The event will take place in the cocktail lounge at The
Landmark Resort. Tentative times are 7-9 p.m. Each “act” will
have 3-5 minutes.

You need to sign up in advance, so please contact Sue De
Kelver (920) 825-7335; 10395 CTY RD K Brussels, WI 54204
or dekelver@itol.com.

Poetry Plus

Conference Speakers (continued)
Mariann Ritzer, popular writing seminar leader, is moderating
a panel discussion with three other poets: Jackie Langetieg,
Alice D’Alessio, and Kathy Tapp. The subject will be our
conference theme: Saying the Things That Cannot Be Said.
They recently have spent a writing week together on the shores
of Lake Wisconsin planning it and have promised a lively
discussion!


