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Spring 2001

President’s Message
Welcome to the following new

members of the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets that have joined
since the Winter Museletter issue:

Nancy Chase West Bend
Mary Cunningham Madison
Nancy Dearborn New Glarus
Joseph Donalies Racine
Cheryl McCarthy Appleton
Dennis Paulson Stratford
Peter Piakowski Shorewood
Karyn Powers Wausau
Mary Ann Rasmussen Madison
William Scanlon Madison
Marc Scateni Madison
Brad Vogel Kiel

Welcome to all!

We must accept finite disappointment, but we must never lose infinite hope. —Martin Luther King, Jr.

Editor: Christine Falk

It’s hard to believe this is my last President’s message. And it’s hard to believe
I’ve been writing these for three years. I’m grateful for the opportunity this
position has given me to get to know all of you.

Wisconsin has a wonderful asset in the WFOP. As proof, Wisconsin’s brand-
new Poet Laureate position has been filled by a member of WFOP—Ellen Kort.
Congratulations to Ellen! And congratulations to Wisconsin for choosing a good
poet and a good person. WFOP’s representatives to the process warned us that
there were no guarantees the Poet Laureate would be a great poet. After all, the
final choice is up to the Governor who may or may not know anything about
poetry. It says something good about the state of poetry in Wisconsin that the
Governor’s choice was someone poets will concur with too.

As I consider these past three years, I realize that poetry in Wisconsin passed
another milestone during my term in office—WFOP’s 50th Anniversary. From
the first organizational meeting of seven poets in 1949, to the first official WFOP
conference on June 10, 1950, to our Green Lake 50th Anniversary Celebration,
we’ve come a long way. What a privilege to have been President during these
three years!

And the greatest part of it all has been that I haven’t had to do a thing!  We
have so many wonderful, hard-working poets in our fellowship that projects are
suggested, organized and brought about while all the President does is nod and
smile. So, now it’s Peter’s turn to nod and smile, and mine to work.

And work I have, as a member of the Spring Conference Planning Committee.
We are looking forward to your attendance in our lovely South-Racine/Kenosha
region. As you’ll see from the registration form elsewhere in the Museletter, the
conference will be held at Interlaken Resort just outside of Lake Geneva. The
program features some of our best and brightest, along with Wisconsin’s first
Poet Laureate. We hope many of you can attend.

Speaking of work, there is one open position I would like you to consider.
Karla Huston has done a great job of editing the Museletter “Poetry Page”, which
showcases poems by new members and faithful “old” members, too. But Karla is
now very busy as our new Credentials Chair. Would you like to edit the “Poetry
Page?”  If you’re interested, call a Board Member right away. And it’s not too
soon to be thinking about editing or managing the 2003 Calendar. If you are
interested in either of those positions, please let us know quickly before someone
else beats you to it.

Thank you, again, for a great three years. I, for one, am looking forward to
reading Peter’s column next Museletter!

Frank Moulton

How to reach the
MuseletterMuseletter Editor
Christine Falk
17095 Jackson Trail
Lakeville, MN 55044
(952) 892-7391
email: thefalks@frontiernet.net

Send us your e-mail
address
If you haven’t already, send us your e-
mail address so we can update our
database. Please be assured that your
address only will be used for
communication among members.
Send your  e-mail address to Chris
Falk  (see above).
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

West-Central Region

I think that wherever your journey takes you, there are new goals waiting there, with divine patience and laughter.—Susan M. Watkins

Karla Huston, Appleton, recently
won the WRWA Jade Ring for poetry
with her poem “The Waitress.”  She also
placed first in Potato Hill Poetry’s annual
teacher contest with her poem
“Centipede.” In addition, she won the
grand prize in the Mature Times poetry
contest. Karla recently attended the 2000
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival in
Waterloo, NJ.

Laurel Mills, Neenah, will have a
novel titled  Undercurrents published
by Rising Tide Press.
submitted by
Kay Saunders, Central-Fox Valley Region VP

Sherry Elmer had her poem, “What
Remains,” accepted by The Cresset and
a poem, “Autumn Aria,” accepted by
Catechumenate. She read, along with
Rusty McKenzie, at UWGB for Ellen
Kort’s poetry class.

Linda Voit will have one of her poems
read on public radio in Alaska during
April’s A Poem A Day Won’t Kill You
series.

Karla Huston recently was published
in Rattle and has poems forthcoming in
Pearl and The Cream City Review. She
was the featured reader at Between the
Pages coffee shop, Conkey’s Bookstore
in February and led a poetry workshop
at Neenah High School for teachers
sponsored by the Fox Valley Writing
Project, also in February. In addition she
facilitated a workshop at the Aestival
Festival of Writing in Green Bay.

Ellen Kort conducted a 5 week poetry
residency at Huntley Elementary School
in Appleton. She participated in the
following: a poetry reading at Reader’s
Loft in DePere, the Woodland Pattern
Marathon Benefit reading in Milwaukee,
a poetry reading at the Fox Valley Black
History Month celebration, and a poetry
reading at the Fox Valley Arts Alliance
Dinner. Ellen had the opportunity to
give two poetry presentations, one at the
Boy Scouts of America “Gathering of continued page 3

Central-Fox Valley Region

Northeast Region

Mid-Central Region

Eagles” Awards Dinner in Appleton and
one at Appleton West High School’s
“Global Awareness Week.” She
conducted a mask-making and writing
workshop at the Appleton Public Library
and had some of her work published in
the 1000 Friends of Wisconsin
Anthology, In My Neighborhood—
Celebrating Wisconsin Cities.

Cathryn Cofell  was selected by
Governor Thompson to Chair the Poet
Laureate Nomination Commission, a
four year post with the purpose of
selecting and assisting the Wisconsin
Poet Laureate which explains why she’s
been too busy to send much out; still
she’s managed to be published or
accepted by TMP Irregular, The Scene,
and Laurel Review.   Cathryn was also a
performer at  “Jazz and Poetry,” in
Sturgeon Bay (organized by our own
Peter Sherrill).

Barb Cranford read from and signed
her new paperback Sweep the Spring at
Wisconsin Rapids’ Cultural Center in
February. Barb’s second paperback,
Scorpio’s Child, is a companion volume.
It is due out in April. Barb handles the
Adams County Library’s Versatile
Verses monthly poetry program. She
recruited Mary Lou Judy and Mark
Scarborough for January and February.
Mary Lou read from an untitled work in
progress and Mark read and signed his
new chapbook, Blackberries Gone Wild.

Mary Lou Judy, Barb Cranford and
Claire Kerbel are now well into their
second year with three simultaneous
three-person haikai  no rengas. They
read one at the January Versatile Verses
evening. Audiences always get a kick
out of hearing three people read these
group linked verse poems.

Cathy Conger wrote a poem for the
dedication of the new multimillion dollar
Performing Arts Center which opened
in Wisconsin Rapids last fall. Just before
Christmas, it was accepted to be
permanently displayed in the galleria of
the Center and will be hung sometime
this winter. She had a poem included in
the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar and her
poetry book, In the wee, small hours of
the morning, is in its second printing

(see Poetry Publications section).
Laurie Pech-Daley received a third

prize for “Sisters of the Underworld”
from ByLine and Honorable Mentions
for her narrative trilogy, “Redheads
Remembered”, and her two poems,
“Song of the Moon” and “Hotel For
North.”

In December WFOP members
participated in a poetry slam at Eau
Claire’s Acoustic Cafe. Through a
Wisconsin Arts’ Board Grant, the L.E.
Phillips Memorial Public Library has
launched,  Fuse: A Journal of Poetry,  as
part of their quarterly newsletter. The
Winter 2000- 2001 issue contained “In
this photo my father learns to play the
oboe” and “Writing into the Plum” by
Carrie Becker; “Particles from
Chernobyl” by Nadine St. Louis and
“Voting for Pie: Fall Referendum” by
Sandra Lindow. April 20th there will
be a Fuse-related reading at the library
in celebration of poetry month. Sandra
Lindow’s poem, “Guinevere’s
Complaint” was accepted for spring
publication by the British journal, Poetry
Monthly. February 16th local poets got
together for a potluck supper at Sandy
Lindow’s house to celebrate her return
from Scotland and the publication of
Nadine St. Louis’s chapbook, Weird
Sisters.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Jane-Marie Bahr’s poem“Epi-
phany” was accepted by Poesy. “Her
Grandfather’s Spirit”, a memoir piece
about her late maternal grandfather was
accepted by Sweet Pea Press, publisher
of My Kitchen Table: A Gathering Place
for Writers for an upcoming issue.

“Words and Music” was the name of
a program performed at the Third
Avenue Playhouse in Sturgeon Bay in
January. Peter Sherrill was the program
director. A number of WFOP members
including: Sue DeKelver, Bruce
Dethlefsen, Cathryn Cofell, Annette
Grunseth, Mike Koehler, Karla
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Unless we think of others and do something for them, we miss one of the greatest sources of happiness. —Ray Lyman Wilbur

South-Central Regional

from page 2

continued  page 4

East-Milwaukee Region

Northwest Region

Huston, and Peter read their poetry,
with a background of music by Susan
Romey. The first part of the program
featured students from T.J. Walker
Middle School, who have participated
in other WFOP sponsored events as well.
Audience response was enthusiastic and
the participants have been invited back
next year.

Sue DeKelver has sold three poems
to Pantarbe.com and one to
Libidomag.com. The Door Voice has
accepted three more poems and Free
Verse, two.

A group of Door County WFOP
members form part of a group called
The Unabridged Poets which meets
monthly at The Bridge coffee house and
book store in Egg Harbor. The group
held an open poetry reading there before
Christmas and a tea time reading
featuring love poems on Valentine’s
Day. Members participating were: Peg
Nemeth, Loraine Brink, Jim
Wilkinson, Barbara Larsen, and Sue
DeKelver.

Annette Grunseth was a featured
reader at Conkey’s Bookstore on
December 5th.
submitted by
Barbara Larsen, Northeast Regional VP

Helen Padway had a poem in In My
Neighborhood - Celebrating Wisconsin
Cities anthology published by Prairie
Oak Press and another in Furrow  from
UW-Milwaukee.

The following poets participated in
the 7th Annual Woodland Pattern
Marathon on January 27th: Ellen Kort,
Judy Kolosso, Paula Anderson,
Nancee Ariagno, Mara Ptacek,
Marion Youngquist, Dale Ritterbusch,
Roberta Fabiani, JoAnn Chang,
Sheryl Slocum, Elliot Lipchik, Helen
Padway, Steve Anderson, Nancy Ellis,
Phyllis Wax and Richard Roe.
submitted by
Helen Padway, East-Milwaukee Regional VP

Dorothy Schwenkner’s poem, “The
Map Trap”, was chosen by Wisconsin
Public Television from among those

South Region

submitted to Weekend’s Program—Poet
Laureate, to be placed on their website.
submitted by
Dorothy Schwenkner, South Regional VP

Gary Busha and Charlotte Cote read
poems at Barnes  & Noble in Racine on
December 8th. Sponsored and organized
by the UW-Parkside English Department
and Faculty Alumni Association, the
reading was the first at the newly opened
Barnes & Noble in Racine.

By mayoral decree April 11th has been
designated the 2nd annual Racine Poetry
Day. It is sponsored by the Racine Public
Library. Activities on this day include
poetry performances at Schwartz Book
Store from 12-2 p.m. and at Barnes &
Noble from 7-9 p.m.

The Racine Public Library sponsors a
Poetry Nite twice a month (April dates are
the 4th and 18th). The poets who attend
will be performing at Schwartz Book Store.
Frank Konieska,  Kat Rygasiewicz, and
new member, Joe Donalies are WFOP
members that are part of Racine Poetry
Nite.

This year all the people of Racine County
are invited to send in poetry which will be
hung at the library for all of poetry month
(April). Deadline is March 15th to get
poetry to the Racine Public Library. For
more information on activities at the Racine
Public Library, contact Jill Hartman at
262-636-9241.

Sheryl Slocum, outgoing WFOP
President, will be giving a talk on the poet
experience in Wisconsin on April 25th
from 7-9 p.m. at the Racine Public Library.

In late 2000, Ann Penton had a haiku
published in the Haiku Society of
America’s Members’ Anthology, a book
called Crinkled Sunshine. She had a second
haiku accepted for publication this year
by the journal Cicada (in California). And
some of her poetry has been accepted by
Dockside (Pensacola, FL, near where she
winters).

Kristi Lee Link received an honorable
mention for a poem from Grandmother
Earth National Writing Awards and had
poems published in Poetry Depth
Quarterly and Poetry Motel.

Matt Welter has had poems accepted
by Bound, O Cyber!, Steel Point Journal,

Free Verse, Prose Axe, The Poetry
Conspiracy, Darkling Plain,
Niderngasse and Tiger’s Eye. He also
won the “Year 2000 Write a Poem from
this Picture” Contest. He read at the
International Students reading at
Kavarna Coffee house.

He has begun Poetry Night at the
Neville Public Museum of Brown
County. Poetry Night runs from 6-8
p.m. on the last Wednesday night of
each month, except for December. There
is a booksigning and open reading sign
up from 6-6:30, open reading from 6:30-
6:55, an introduction of the featured
reader by a person who has studied their
work, the featured reader from 7-7:30
and then an open discussion with the
featured reader. There is no cost for
admission. Upcoming featured readers
include Peter Sherrill (Feb.), Denise
Sweet (Mar.) and Ellen Kort (Apr).
Poetry Night is a partnership between
the Neville Public Museum of Brown
County, The Wisconsin Fellowship of
Poets, The Wisconsin Regional Writers
Association, The University of
Wisconsin -Green Bay and St. Norbert’s
College.

In addition, Matt has begun Poetry
Workshops at the Museum of Brown
County. These will be held one Sunday
a month from 1-3 p.m. and will use
museum exhibits to inspire writing.
Welter will lead the writing workshops.
Topics include: “The Sword and The
Quilt: Writing Better Love Poems”
(February 18), “Being There: Infusing
History into your Poems” (March 11)
and “Ekphrasis: Using Art to Inspire
Poems” (April 1). Cost of the workshop
is $3 for members of the museum and $5
for non-members. The workshop fee
can be paid at the workshop, no
reservation is required.

Welter is also working on getting the
unpublished works of recently deceased
poet, Michael Van Stappen, published
as a book. Any press interested in looking
at Michael’s work can contact Matt at
mattwelter@excite.com.

Alice D’Alessio, Lenore Coberly,
Kathy Miner, Art Madson, Lucy Rose
Johns, Nancy Jacobsen, Mariann
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Poetry Publications
This  section is for the listing of recent publications by WFOP MEMBERS EXCLUSIVELY.
Recent publication:  Copyright 2000-01.  For more information, please send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope  to the author or publisher.
Title Publication Author
Every Small Delight Chapbook Harriet Murphy

for more info, contact Harriet at
286 Smith Drive #228
Sister Bay, WI 54234

In the wee, small hours Poetry Cathy Conger
of the morning for more info, contact

Laura Alexandra Press at
(715) 421-4436 or conger@wctc.net

from page 3

If no one ever took risks, Michelangelo would have painted the Sistine floor, instead of the ceiling.

http://www.madpoetry.org
contributed by Jeannie Bergmann

Ritzer, Fran Rall, Andrea Musher,
Ron Czerwien, Susan Elbe and Jeri
McCormick all read from their work at
the 8th annual Invitational Poetry
Marathon, held in the atrium at Olbrich
Gardens in Madison on August 27th.
Fran Rall organizes this event each
year.

Readers at the Sunday-night WFOP-
sponsored series at Barnes & Noble of
Madison have included Shoshauna Shy,
CX Dillhunt and Margaret Benbow.

At “Night Moods:  Poetry Under the
Stars”, held in the planetarium at James
Madison Memorial High School in
Madison on November 29th, the featured
readers were CX Dillhunt, Susan Elbe,
Andrea Musher, Andrea Potos and
Richard Roe. Starry “special effects”
accompanied the poets.

December 5th, Madison-area poets
participated in the annual Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar reading at Canterbury
Booksellers.  Poets  reading to the packed
house included Barbara Houghton,
Margaret Benbow, Lenore Coberly,
Brenda Lempp, Iefke Goldberger,
Joan Zeier, Alice D’Alessio, Jeri
McCormick, Bill McConnell, Phyllis
Reisdorf, Yvonne Yahnke, Fran Rall,
Kathy Miner, Richard Roe, Marjorie
Pettit, Bobbie Krinsky and CX
Dillhunt. In a special tribute to the late
Gwendolyn Brooks, Richard Roe and
Kathy Miner each read one of
Gwendolyn’s poems as well.

Fran Rall’s poem “Surprise” was
published in the Summer 2000 issue of
Bear Deluxe magazine.

Charles Cantrell  has received a
partial fellowship for the Vermont Studio
Center. His chapbook Cicatrix will be
published by Parallel Press in 2001, and
his poem “Sartre in the Hayloft”,
published in a recent issue of Rattle, has
been nominated for a Pushcart Prize.

Kathy Miner’s poem “A Thing of
Beauty, a Sandwich Forever” has been
posted on the “Poetry” page of  folksinger
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz’s Web site. You can
see it at www.walkinjim.com.

Shoshauna Shy read six poems and
was interviewed on WORT’s Radio
Literature program on January 23rd.
She has had the following poems
published recently in journals:  “Jim

Crow at the Beach, Lake Stella, Florida,
1950” in The Comstock Review;
“Number Nine” and “The Silver Lining”
in Thunder Sandwich; “Guys” and “The
Prescott, Arizona Test” in Samsara
Quarterly; and “Aftermath” and “Faux
Pas” in Poet’s Canvas.

Andrea Potos, Margaret Benbow
and Kathy Miner were among the poets
invited to read at the annual “Poetry and
Piefest”, held on January 21st at the
Frank Lloyd Wright Visitor Center in
Spring Green. The event is a fundraiser
for the larger Spring Green Literary Fest,
held in late summer, which is scheduled
to feature Wisconsin Poet Laureate Ellen
Kort.

WFOP and Canterbury Booksellers
in Madison again hosted the winter
“Festival of Poets”over an 8-week period
from January 21st through March 11th.
At press time for this Museletter, WFOP
poets who had read or were scheduled to
included Andrea Musher, Paul
Thompson, Fran Newhouse,
Shoshauna Shy, James Roberts, Eve
Robillard, Fran Rall, Lynn Patrick
Smith, David Scheler, Kathy Miner,
Marjorie Pettit, Iefke Goldberger, D.
B. Appleton, Bill Rodriguez, Jackie
Langetieg, Brenda Lempp, Andrea
Potos, Chuck Cantrell, Lenore
Coberly, Susan Elbe, Richard Roe,
Ron Ellis, Jeannie Bergmann,
Margaret Benbow, Robin Chapman,
Judy Washbush, CX Dillhunt, Betsy
Strand, Yvonne Yahnke, Art Madson
and Larry Giles.  Lynn Patrick Smith
coordinated this Sunday afternoon series.

Madison’s Poet Laureate, Andrea
Musher, reports that the Poetry Buzz

radio program is, well, buzzing. To kick
off the year of the Buzz, she and former
City Poet Laureate John Tuschen hosted
a “New Year’s Day Poetry Spectacular”
potluck event that featured great food
and an open mike for poets. This was
held at “Timeless Voices and the
Teachery” downtown. The show, heard
Monday mornings on WORT (89.9 FM),
features a different area poet each week
and is dedicated to the proposition of
promoting poetry in Madison and Dane
County. Cassette tapes and a CD are
being made and will be available in
April. For more information, see the
Poetry Buzz  web site at
www.netphoria.com/wort/poetrybuzz .

Special alert to Madison-area poetry
enthusiasts: State Poet Laureate Ellen
Kort and Madison poets Richard Roe
and Robin Chapman are scheduled to
read at Canterbury Booksellers on
Sunday, April 22nd at 3 p.m. (yes, that’s
immediately after the WFOP
Conference). Check your local listings
for details!
submitted by
Kathy Miner, South-Central Regional VP
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The purpose of life is not to be happy but to matter, to be productive, to be useful, to have made a difference that you lived at all. —Leo Rosten

Markets
Matt Welter  • 840 Park Street #15 • DePere, WI 54115 • email: mattwelter@excite.com

Iron Horse Literary Review seeks quality short fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction, and photographic essays. Guidelines
available with SASE. Honorarium paid to contributors. Editors read August 1-May 1. Two issues per year. Send to Jill
Patterson, Editor, IHLR, Texas Tech University, Dept. of English, MS 43091, Lubbock, TX 79409-3091.

The Kerf seeks poetry for its annual issue. The editors are especially interested in themes related to humanity and/or
environmental consciousness but are open to diverse subjects. Submit typed, 3-7 page manuscripts between January 15 and
March 31. Include brief bio and SASE to The Kerf, College of the Redwoods, 883 W. Washington Blvd., Crescent City, CA
95531.

Poetry Motel is seeking poetry submissions for our magazine and Wallpaper, our broadside series. Send 3-6 pages, SASE,
brief bio. No deadline. Prefer work under 1 page. For a copy of the latest Poetry Motel, include $8.95. Submit to Poetry
Motel, P.O. Box 103, Duluth, MN 55801.

Quasar Review (www.quasar-review.com) is seeking submissions for publication. The magazine pays for artists’ work if the
magazine publishes them. Seeks literary, contemporary, and experimental fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and artwork. Send
submissions or queries to either: writerzbloc21@msn.com or Quasar Review, 5400 E. Williams Blvd. #4202, Tucson, AZ
85711.

Wavelength: A Magazine of Poetry. All subjects and styles considered. 30 lines or less. Editor looks for original use of
language and freshness of vision. Simultaneous submissions OK. No previously published work please. Include SASE.
Subscriptions: $15 for three issues or $5 one issue. Dr. David Rogers, Editor, 1753 Fisher Ridge Rd., Horse Cave, KY
42749.

Submission tips

“i” vs. “I”

Some of us enjoy the freedom of writing poetry. We feel we can do anything with the words, playing around with them like
fingerpaint or playdough. This is a lot of fun until we show it to others or send it out to a magazine. Students or beginning
poets sometimes show me poetry. They look at me and expect me to approve their poems, sometimes hoping that I will
recognize it as instant fame. What is really going on in my mind are a series of questions. Am I going to be able to read the
handwriting? Is this a first write? What does the person who is standing right here with her friends and family standing
nearby want me to say? Do I evaluate the work or the person? Did that person write, “bean” or “bear?” Every time I lose my
concentration, I lose the poem and have to start reading all over again. One way of getting work accepted is by typing it up.
But in typing it up, there are sometimes things that we choose to do, that actually cause editors to pause and ask, “What do
they mean by that?” Here are some things to keep in mind.

l Use Capital “I.” A small “i” can make an editor stop and ask, “Why didn’t they use capital “I?” Are they trying to be like
e.e. cummings?” If there is a Capital “I” this question is never asked and the editor’s eye keeps moving along the page.

l Use punctuation consistently. A haiku need not have punctuation, but if you have periods in one stanza and none in the
next, the editor may ask, “Is this a typo? Did he mean to leave it in?” And again, your editor loses your poem. Capitalized
words in the middle of sentences may seem haphazard typos to an editor. Turn off your auto-capitalize function.

l Careful on ending lines with vague words. If a line ends in “the” an editor might ask, “Is this a rambling poem? Couldn’t
it be sharper if they ended the line on ‘cactus chowder’ and just moved the ‘the’ down to the next line?”

l Use a font and point size that is easy to read. Having your whole poem in Jokerman or Blackadder, may make it look
fancier than having it in Arial or Times New Roman, but fancier fonts make editors ask questions like, “Is this person old
enough to be published in our mag?” Using a 12 pt or better yet 14 pt makes reading easier, than having a 10 pt or even
worse 9 pt font, just to squeeze all of your poem on one page.
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The Waitress

My mother went to work each night,
apron tied in a perfect gold bow,
sensible shoes fastened to narrow feet,
hair held with a net of spit-curl and spray.
She knew how to bow and dip,
her pockets full of tips, slips filled
with chef’s short hand.  She cradled
silver coffee pots and trays,
delivered other people’s dinner
and carted off their debris,
Mother followed orders,
shouldered even the chef’s mistakes
She carried everyone’s bad news,
squeezed past drunks grabbing,
their vodka knuckles just a duck
and curtsy away. While she was gone,
I made Sunday supper,
tried to get everything finished
at the same time. But the potatoes
were always lumpy and thin, gravy
greasy, peas green and exploded,
all served with lettuce the color of rust
and rusty French dressing, my father’s
tongue flickered red and angry
while he waited for his dinner to be
served.
Even the cherry Jell-O didn’t set well
when my mother was away.
I knew I wasn’t good at it, my pockets
full of impatience and dread
never knowing which I hated worse.
She, gone for the evening or me
expected to know how to take her place

     ~Karla Huston, Appleton
       2000 WRWA Jade Ring winner

Leaf Dance

I stand insignificantly
among the trees
in the back yard
watching the snowflakes
as they drift to their
chosen resting places.

I look up
and as my eyes attach themselves
to one lone leaf

still clinging to its branch
it decides at that moment
to float to earth.
And so it does.

It falls slowly
turning gracefully
onto a blanket of white
amidst trillions of snowflakes.
Here it rests.
One hold-out from autumn
making peace with the silence
as I stand quietly by
watching.

     ~Tina Hoerauf, Appleton
       new member

Untitled

I was a princess on a
 Sunday afternoon,

 in sequined dresses,
 pink petticoats,
 painted nails, and
 purple pumps,
 silken gloves,
 and summer hats.

 I graced myself with
 curious trinkets,
 hoping to hide
 rumblings of
 ancient fears.

     ~Vicky L. Escoe-Kelly, Trevor

Atole de maiz azule

Watch me, Abuelita
as I prepare the fare
of our ancestors, atole de maiz azule.

Look how carefully I stir
cold water into the harina.
Watch me measure salt
between thumb and forefinger.
Smile, as the lavender blue color
blooms in the pan.

Too thick  you say?
I’ll add a little more water
and stir and stir until it’s perfect.

Watch me pour this treasure
into my bowl.
I’ll add thick yellow cream
and one teaspoon of sugar.
Watch me Grandma
as I close my eyes to savor the flavor.

I taste atole, and see
mountains, desert, canyons and home.
What Grandma?  My tears add too much salt?
All right, next time I make atole
I’ll try not to cry.

     ~Zella Van Natta, Wautoma
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Karla has resigned as Poetry Page editor after this
issue. The volunteer position is available to any
member . If you are interested , please contact any
board member  at the addresses on the masthead.

Walking the Dog, a haiku year

January 1st

Snout-in-snow dog
sniffing out day’s silence
while wind makes tree green again

January 2nd

Twilight at five,
ghost of a purple-rose sun
over cold river

January 3rd

Cedar waxwings fly
Johnny Reb sky,
above tree squirrel gymnastics

January 4th

Half-moon hid by scalloped clouds,
Egypt death-mask blue
mixed with ink yields night

January 5th

In his blue-and-white striped “tails”
blue jay knocks (inviting bugs),
beak to tree.

January 6th

Paws scratching snow.
Lonely chime; one-note rail sigh.
All other sound waits time.

January 7th

Beneath night’s mourning suit
(blackest crepe),
dog leads this funereal march

     ~Mark Scarborough, Port Edwards

Pregnancy
(For J.H.)

From another’s conception,
her morning sickness, welcome nausea
of expectation, nerves.
She prays for
a foreign womb,
contents herself with
kicks of progress
the paperwork
the meetings
the consultations
as her child grows
half a world away.
Was she born last Tuesday?
Is she being held? Who
comforts her? Does she feel the love
pumped like life through
ethereal umbilical, pulsing-
you are not alone you are loved you
are not alone your mother is here -
feeding her tiny heart in
her orphanage crib?
Oh, this tender time
this fear-wrapped anticipation
this bulging beginning of
motherhood, this pregnancy
that will end for her, not with birth
but with delivery.

     ~Linda Voit, Appleton

Springtime birds shiver.
Frost huddles on bare branches
anxious for the sun.

~Patricia Clark, Oshkosh

Charm

Lovely,
the oak is now hung with red
and stands among us pine
wearing golden for her autumn song
we long to sing.

I will wait
to hug her hung with snow
leading us in winter’s warming plea.

To see and hear the oak
fully, fully, and in bloom,
spring is little, too little,
time or room.

     ~William Scanlon, Madison
        new member

Don’t Ever Tell Me

“They just don’t get it,”
my younger sister tells me.

Even though they taught us
the importance of family years ago,
my parents have lost the lesson along the way.

My sister invited them
to her children’s piano concert
but they declined because they had bingo.

Here is part of the truth
no one ever wants to hear.

We all choose
how we spend our time.
Our minutes, our hours, our days.

So don’t ever tell me
at anyone’s funeral you wished
you’d spent more time with them.

     ~Nancy Dearborn, New Glarus
      new member

÷÷



8

The best way out of a difficulty is through it.

WFOP Spring Conference
April 20 - 21, 2001

Interlaken Resort, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin

HOUSING INFORMATION SCHEDULE

Interlaken Resort & Country Spa Friday, April 20
W4240 State Hwy. 50 6:00 p.m. Registration
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 7:30 Open Poetry Reading
(800) 225-5558

Saturday, April 21
Rate: $89/night single or double 7:30 a.m. Registration

Mention WFOP 8:00 Continental Breakfast
Deadline:   March 25, 2001 8:30 Business Meeting
Checkout:   Noon 9:45 Roll Call Poems

12:00 p.m. Lunch
Other Motels: 1:30 Muse Presentations

Ambassador Motel 2:00 Speakers:
262/248-3452 Sue DeKelver

Bruce Dethlefsen
Country Motel Karla Huston
262/245-6115 3:15 Poet Laureate
Chateau Royale Inn Ellen Kort
262/248-9630

Return registration blank and check to: Dorothy Schwenkner, 543 S. Fremont Street, Janesville, WI 53545. For questions: Sheryl
Slocum 262/248-8767. Make check payable to WFOP Spring Conference.  DEADLINE: March 25.

Registration Fee (No.) @ $14.00  = $ Name

Lunch Fee (No.) @ $11.00 = $ Address
(Choose one)

Chicken Teriyaki
Orange Roughy
Taste of Italy (vegetarian)

  Total = $ Telephone

Dust off your poetry collection and bring a
few extra for the Saturday evening surprise
event.

DIRECTIONS

Interlaken is located on Lake Como, 4 miles
west of downtown Lake Geneva on Hwy. 50.
From Milwaukee, take I-43 south to Hwy. 67
South to Hwy. 50, turn left. From Madison,
take I-90 East to Hwy. 14 East to Hwy. 11 East
to Hwy. 50 East.
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A room without books is like a body with a soul. —Cicero

1. The Bluffton Charge: One Preacher’s Struggle for Civil Rights by Stephen S. Howie, Mammoth Books, 7
South Juniata St. DuBois, PA 15801, $14.95

2. Assimilation by David Chorlton, Main Street Rag, PO Box 25331, Charlotte, NC 28229-5331, $5.95
3. Luck by Marilyn Annucci, Parallel Press, Memorial Library, 728 State Street, Madison, WI 53706, $10
4. Bear by Ellen Kort, Dreamstar, 1367 W. W Hiawatha Dr., Appleton, WI 54914, priceless
5. Secret Asian Man by Nick Carbo, Tia Chucha Press, A Project of the Guild Complex, PO Box 476969, Chicago,

IL 60647, $10.95
6. Shorelines: Prose and Poetry of the Northland, An Anthology of the Winners from the Lake Superior

Writer’s Contest 2000, Lake Superior Writers, PO Box 3025, Duluth, MN, 55803, $10
7. Ring Them Bells: A Mid-State Poetry Towers Collection, Edited by Dave Engel and Justin Isherwood, New Past

Press Inc., Friendship, WI 53934, $10
8. TIE -- Lucy’s Law of Time and You Are Not the Boss of Me by Lucy Rose Johns, Tuesday Murray and Associate,

Nekoosa, WI, Donations for this book should go to the Charles and JoAnn Lester Library, 100 Park St., Nekoosa,
WI 54457

9. ArtWord Quarterly Summer 2000, #21, Edited by Carol Robertshaw, P.O. Box 14760, Minneapolis, MN, 55414, $4
10. An Hour in the Cougar’s Grace by Taylor Graham, Pudding House Publications, 60 N. Main St, Johnstown, OH

43031, $8.95
11. The Twig Songs by Gwen Ebert, Parallel Press, Memorial Library, 728 State Street, Madison, WI 53706, $10
12. Rag Mag, Residents at the Anderson Center, Vol. 16, No. 2, Edited by Beverly Voldseth, Box 12, Goodhue,

MN 55027
13. TIE -- Wisconsin Review, Vol. 34, Issue 2, Winter 2000, Various Editors, University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, 800

Algoma Blvd., Oshkosh, WI 54901, $4 -- Poems and Plays, Number 7,  Edited by Gaylord Brewer, Department of
English, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, TN, 37132, $6

The above are this year’s winners of the annual Pippistrelle Best of the Small Press Awards. Matt
Welter received, read, rated and ranked over 300 small press publications. Like the little bat they’re
named after, the winners are fleeting, brief encounters with some of the finest writing today. To
enter the Pippistrelle, send a copy of your publication to Matt Welter, 840 Park St. Apt 15, De Pere,
WI 54115. Pubs must be © 2001 and be received by Jan. 26, 2002. Pippistrelle winners are an-
nounced on Feb 2, 2002. There is no entrance fee, nor is there financial compensation for winning:
it is purely a recognition award.

Did You Pay Your Dues?
Dues for the 2001 year are now due, the amounts are as follows:

Student $7.50
Associate $10.00

Active $15.00
Life (Patron) $100.00

Please send your dues to Sue DeKelver to the address in the masthead of
the Museletter if your mailing label has a (99) or (00) after your name.
Effective April 1, 2001, dues need to be sent to the new treasurer:
MT Remmel-Gehm; 8276 Side Road, Forestville, WI 54213.

Conference Rotation Schedule
Fall 2001
November 2-3
East - Milwaukee
VP: Helen M. Padway

Spring 2002
April 26-27
Northeast
VP: Barbara Larsen

Fall 2002
November 1-2
Central - Fox Valley
VP: Kay Saunders

Spring 2003
April 25-26
West - Central
VP: Sandra Lindow

Fall 2003
Mid - Central

Spring 2004
South - Central

Fall 2004
Northwest

Spring 2005
South Region

Pippistrelle Best of the Small Press
Awards 2000



10

Fourth Quarter Financial Report

submitted by Sue DeKelver, treasurerOctober 1, 2000 through December 31, 2000

Literary Fund Account:
Balance October 1, 2000 $21,518.73

Expenses: Triad contest $443.22

Balance December 31, 2000 $21,075.51

General Account:
Balance October 1, 2000 $3,983.17

Income: Dues $335.00
Calendars (back issues) 6.00
Conference (Middleton) 2,148.00
Miscellaneous 55.00

$2,544.00

Expenses: Officers $124.90
Museletter 1,132.04
Student Contest 181.44
Conference (Middleton) 2,660.91
Conference (Lake Geneva) 500.00
Dues Reminder 167.25
NFSPS Dues 405.00
History Printing 25.00

$5,196.54
Balance December 31, 2000 $1,330.63

Calendar Account:
Balance October 1, 2000 $5,404.13

Income: Sales $1,935.75
Miscellaneous 147.00

$2,082.75

Expenses: Postage and Misc. $100.79

Balance December 31, 2000 $7,386.09

Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they are the charming gardeners who make our souls blossom. —Marcel Proust

WFOP Plays Key Role in Establishing Kort as First Poet Laureate

A proposal that began many, many years ago by Russell King and the Council for Wisconsin Writers finally took root
when Governor Tommy Thompson appointed the state’s first Poet Laureate: our own Ellen Kort.

The initial proposal was first brought to Governor Thompson’s office in 1999 by a joint committee representing several
state literary arts organizations: Cathryn Cofell and Peter Sherrill—WFOP;  John Lehman—Council for Wisconsin Writers;
and Barbara Houghton—WI Regional Writers’ Association (and also a WFOPer). With the help of  George Tzougros—WI
Arts Board and Max Harris—WI Humanities Council, this proposal was refined and wholeheartedly approved by the
Governor and announced to the public in April 2000. This Advisory Committee also recommended members of the
Governor’s Nominating Committee.

Selecting a Poet Laureate and two finalists from roughly 50 outstanding applicants was a difficult task. The seven-member
committee: Chair Cathryn Cofell (WFOP), Barbara Houghton (WRWA), John Lehman (CWW), Jean Feraca (Humanities
Council), Linda Ware (Arts Board), Erica St. Angel (Governor’s Office) and Dr. David Shih (citizen)—spent countless hours
narrowing the list of nominees to those three believed to best fit the requirements of the post.

In addition to recommending Ellen as Poet Laureate, the committee asked the Governor to also honor and recognize
Denise Sweet and Douglas Flaherty—our equally gifted Commended Poets.

We congratulate Ellen for her outstanding achievement and wish her the best of luck as she carries out her role as a herald
for Wisconsin’s literary artists and their work.

Robert Spiess Receives Award
The Masaoka Shiki International Haiku Award was

presented recently to Robert Spiess in Japan. (Mr.
Spiess was a presenter at the 50th Anniversary
Celebration of the WFOP in June). The Masaoka
Shiki International Haiku Award, which is named
after the founder of modern Japanese haiku, is
awarded to people who have made the most
remarkable contribution to the development and the
raising awareness of the creativity of haiku regardless
of nationality or language. One of only three
Westerners honored, the ceremony took place in the
large Matsuyama Municipal Auditorium. There were
approximately 600 persons present, including the
French and Swedish ambassadors, the mayor, the
prefecture’s governor, and a vice-provost from the
University of Tokyo. The ceremony was filmed by
National Television of Japan and portions were
broadcast nationwide.

The selection committee wrote a brief bio on each
recipient. Mr. Spiess’ entry is as follows: “Robert
Spiess (USA, male) Since the publication of his first
haiku in 1949, he has published numerous books of
haiku and haiku aesthetics, and written essays on
haiku that reflect his precise and deep understanding
of haiku as well as his knowledge of English-
language poetry. He was an editor of the first English
haiku journal, American Haiku, and for 22 years has
been editor and publisher of Modern Haiku (USA),
the oldest journal of haiku and haiku studies outside
of Japan. His achievement in disseminating and
deepening the understanding of haiku in English-
speaking countries is without parallel.”


