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President’s Message

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets that have joined
since the Fall  Museletter issue:

Sherrie Avery-King Hubbleton
Deanna Clevette Yost Washburn
Cary Fellman Milwaukee
Kim Fowler Madison
Palmer Haynes Mount Horeb
Jane Kocmoud Sheboygan
Raymond Kundinger Park Falls
Kristi Lee Link Bayfield
Mitchell Metz Oconomowoc
Robert Spies Madison

Welcome to all!

We need love in order to live happily, as much as we need oxygen in order to live at all. —Marianne Williamson

Editor: Christine Falk

Thank you, Northwest Region, for a great October conference.  For those of
you who were not able to make it, we, a small (but elite) fellowship of poets,
gathered in the Hotel Chequamegon, an old resort on the banks of Lake Superior.
The rooms were large, comfortable and appropriately haunted by ghosts from
Ashland's history, or from the many shipwrecks below Lake Superior's icy
waters.  For our meetings, we swept past Halloween skeletons and cobwebs and
down the balustraded (okay, so I've coined a word!) staircase to our conference
room in the basement.  Later, in spite of the blustery weather, a good number of
poets braved the elements to participate in a Saturday night poetry slam at the
Black Cat Coffeehouse where Joan Johannes slammed her way to 1st place with
Sandra Lindow's 12 year old daughter slamming right behind her for 2nd.  We old
poets had better watch it-our heyday is almost over!

As if our Ashland conference weren't exciting enough, under Michael Belongie
and Star Powers, the 50th Anniversary Committee has wonderful plans for our
gala celebration at centrally located Green Lake in June.  To prepare for the
event, we will not hold a conference this April.  So, start saving your pennies!
The Green Lake celebration will last two-yes two!-whole days.  Rooms at the
conference center are more expensive than at most of our conferences, and, for
those of you who opt to stay elsewhere, you will have to pay a day fee of $7.50
for driving onto the conference grounds.  Unfortunately, these fees are out of our
control.  However, to help offset the price, WFOP is keeping the registration fee
low.  When you consider all the special plans for the conference, including
several surprises and a reading by Marge Piercy (a nationally recognized poet),
our conference is a bargain.  Consider the money you're salting away for this
event as a gift to yourself.  On second thought, ask for it as a Christmas gift.
Every dime you spend on the 50th Anniversary Conference will be well worth it.

See you there!

Frank Moulton

Fall Conference Trophy
Poem Contest Winners
First Place David Lee Smith
Second Place Bruce Dethlefsen
Third Place Lucille Kleist
Honorable Mention Joan Johannes

Art Madson

WFOP
50th Anniversary

Conference
June 9-10-11,

2000
Green Lake Conference

Center
featured reader:

Marge Piercy

Robert Pinsky spoke to the Wisconsin Library Association conference in LaCrosse
on October 20th in a speech entitled “The Popularity of Poetry.”

Pinsky credits electronic media for the rise in poetry’s popularity. Other art forms
are, by their nature, created for mass production. But of poetry, Pinsky said, “The
medium for a poem is not words. It is not lines. It is certainly not images. It is one
person’s body saying the sounds.” Thus, he calls poetry the most bodily art. Poetry
by its very nature is on an individual and intimate scale.  We are returning, in this age
of technology, to the “vocality of poetry.”

Pinsky also spoke about the Favorite Poem Project and read some of the responses
he received. Letters have come from people in all walks of life, from every profession,

See Pinsky  page 8

Robert Pinsky Appears at WLA Conference



2

What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Northeast Region

The root word for “worry” is “to strangle” and if you’ve ever been really worried about something,
you know how true the definition is. —Dave Ramsey

I’d like to welcome the following new
members: Nancee Ariagno of
Cedarburg, Candy L. Constable of Elm
Grove and Jane Kocmoud of
Sheboygan. This is a good time to remind
new members to submit poems to the
Poetry Page in the Fellowship’s
Museletter. Established and new members
can take advantage of this publishing
opportunity.

Sharon Bohdan won first place and
was awarded a check in a poetry contest
sponsored by The Expressions Journal
in Milwaukee. The title of her winning
poem is “Summer’s Eve.”

Liz Hammond of Waukesha will
serve as the Student Contest Chair for
the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
Student Poetry Contest.

The following Milwaukee Area
WFOP members received awards at the
WRWA Annual Jade Ring Awards
Banquet in September: Mariann Ritzer,
Ramon Klitzke, Kathleen McGwin and
Elaine Cavanaugh.

Elaine Cavanaugh participated in a
reading at the WFOP Invitational Poetry
Marathon at Olbrich Gardens.

When Elaine Cavanaugh visited
Benning Books of Hartland to see if they
had received their shipment of Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 2000, the owner invited
Elaine to attend their Open House and
sign copies of the Calendar.

Many of our southeast area members
attended the Fall Conference in Ashland.
Thank you, Ashland members for
creating such an enjoyable gathering. I
couldn’t think of a better way to spend
an October weekend.

WFOP members in the cities and towns
within 20 or 30 miles of Milwaukee, are
looking for places to read their poems. If
you have knowledge of coffee houses,
libraries, writer/poet groups which
encourage poetry readings, please send
information. We will publish it in the
next Musele t t e r . Send to: Elaine

Central-Fox Valley Region

continued page 3

South Region

Milwaukee-East Region

Cavanaugh, 2643 Mariner Drive,
Hartland, WI 53029 - (262) 367-8576.
submitted by
Elaine Cavanaugh, Milwaukee-East Regional VP

Jane Kocmoud, new member from
Sheboygan, had a poem published in the
New England Writers’ Network, Autumn
issue. She writes “What especially
delighted me was the section of the
magazine called Why We Chose To
Publish, where the editors write a
paragraph on each poem or short story
or essay explaining why it was chosen
for publication. The critiques are upbeat
and add to the enjoyment of reading
each piece. Four poems were selected
by the poetry editor.”

On September 18th, The Sparks,
Peggy Rozga, CJ Muchhala, Phyllis
Wax, Helen Padway and Mara Ptacek,
along with guest poet Harvey Taylor,
performed their News, Weather and
Sports poetry at Brower’s Pub in Cudahy,
WI.

David Trembley has had or will have
the following poems published: “The
Fine Line” forthcoming in Poetry
Harbor: Duluth, MN, “Requiem for a
Pear Tree” to appear in the November
2000 issue of Catechumenate: Chicago,
and “The Grammar of Ethnicity” which
appeared in the Summer 1999 issue of
Bueno: Round Rock, TX.

Nancy Rafal has agreed to be the
Muse Contest Entries Clerk for the new
WFOP contest which opens on February
1, 2000. WFOP Literary committee
members, George Johnson, Ellen Kort,
Sue DeKelver, Peter Sherrill, and
Barbara Larsen finalized rules,
procedures, and trophy choice for the
contest at their meeting in Green Bay on
November 2nd.

Sue DeKelver had a poem printed in
the October issue of Valley Scene and
another in a summer issue of Door Voice.
Hummingbird has accepted one of her
poems for a future issue.

Poetry readings organized by Peter
Sherrill, Carrie Sherrill and Sue
DeKelver continue at Some Lykit Hot
coffee house in Sturgeon Bay each
month. Lauren Mittermann was the

guest reader in September. November
will feature “Read Your Favorite Poet”
and December will be holiday poems.

Barbara Larsen and illustrator
Gretchen Maring, whose book Tea
Leaves came out in June, were among
featured speakers at  the Fine Arts League
of Fond du Lac’s annual dinner honoring
Wisconsin authors and illustrators of the
year. A book signing was held after the
program.

Lauren Mittermann is the
conference coordinator for the 1999
Poets Retreat at St. Joseph Retreat Center
in Baileys Harbor in November. Mark
Turcotte will be the workshop presenter.

Bill Olson has taken time out from
poetry writing to publish and take the
photographs for a new book about the
Icelandic wood carvings on Rock Island.
Douglas and Sharon Rossman are the
authors.

Don’t Aggravate the Janitor is the
name of the book of poems from
Kaukauna High School which Jane
Ferrall did for her high school class
reunion. She is selling extra copies to
benefit a scholarship fund.
submitted by
Barbara Larsen, Northeast Regional VP

Annette Grunseth had 4 poems
published in Kidscope, a national
children’s, health-related, newsletter.

Wolfsong announces the publication
(Sept. 99) of A Wolfsong Anthology -
1994-1999, featuring selected poems
from Wolfsong chapbooks. The
anthology includes at least two poems
per author and is illustrated. Selections
include poems by Mariann Ritzer,
Mike Koehler, Liz Hammond, Doug
Flaherty, Chris Halla, Dave Etter, Robert
Schuler and more.

Karla Huston won 2nd place and
Honorable Mention in the WRWA Jade
Ring Contest.

Sherry Elmer had a poem accepted
by U.S. Catholic Redemption.

Ellen Kort served as Poet-In-



3

Join the great company of those who make the barren places of life fruitful with kindness. —Helen Keller

Northwest Region

from page 2

South-Central Region
Residence at Green Meadow School,
Oshkosh in October. She gave a poetry
reading at Canterbury Booksellers in
Madison on October 10th and was
featured as a Literary Artist in the
October issue of Fox Cities Magazine.
She served as a guest chef for the
“Educational Assistance Through
Scholarships” dinner, an event which
raises scholarship funds for U.W. Fox
Valley. She was guest artist for the 13th
annual “Taste the Valley” auction which
benefits Harbor House Domestic Abuse
Programs in Appleton. Her art work and
accompanying poem is titled
“The Storytellers.” At Barnes and Noble
on October 18th, Ellen gave a
presentation on “Poets-In-Residence at
Schools.” This was followed by a reading
from Poetry and Prose published by
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts
and Letters. Poets reading were: Grace
Balza, Elmer Otte, Rusty McKenzie,
Laurel Mills and Mary Downs.

Fourteen poets from this region read
their poems that appear in the Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 2000 at Conkey’s
Between the Pages Coffee Shop on
October 19th.

Poetry readings by poets published in
Boomer Girls: Poems by Women from
the Baby Boom Generation edited by
Pam Gemin and Paula Sergi, published
by U. of Iowa Press have been held
statewide. They include Barnes and
Noble, Brookfield, A Room of One’s
Own, Madison, and Woodland Pattern,
Milwaukee.
submitted by

Kay Saunders, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Cathryn Cofell took 2nd place in an
NFSPS contest sponsored by the Poets
Club of Chicago for her poem “Business
Lunch” and received First Honorable
Mention for “Day Four of the Vacation
Siege” from the League of Minnesota
Poets.  She has had poems accepted and/
or published by Black Dirt, Comstock
Review, WFOP Poets’ Calendar 2000,
Fox Cry Review, WI Academy Review
and a national anthology published by
The People’s Press called On Humanity.
She has also accepted the posts of book
reviewer and Poetry Editor for The Scene,
a Fox Valley arts and entertainment

magazine, and taught a five week
workshop called “Writing From The
Senses” at the UW-Fox Valley Extension
this fall. Cathryn held readings at UW-
Marathon in Wausau, Conkey’s in
Appleton and UW-Oshkosh. She also
participated in group readings for the WI
Poets’ Calendar, Fox Cry Review and at
New Moon Coffee House with the Between
the Sheets Writing Group.

Karla Huston was an October featured
reader at Between the Pages coffee shop in
Appleton and shared a reading at the New
Moon, Oshkosh with Sue DeKelver,
Bruce Dethlefsen, Cathryn Cofell and
Mike Koehler. Karla earned honorable
mention (sixth place) and a finalist place
(17th place) out of 2,500 poems considered
in a poetry contest sponsored by The
Comstock Review. In addition, she had
poems published in Etcetera, Devil
Blossoms, and A Wise Woman’s Garden.

Matt Welter has had two chapbooks
accepted for publication in 2000. Our
Sainted Lady Esther (Parallel Press) and
Shadow of a Cloud  (Puddinghouse Press).
He has poems accepted by Artword
Quarterly, Pudding, Along the Path, North
Coast Review and the TMP Irregular.

Matt’s poem “Bathing” was featured in
an art exhibit at Northland College as part
of their Wilderness Conference. The poem
was also recorded and aired by Gale
Halstead on Wisconsin Public Radio.

Matt also read his poem “Whittlesey”
for the dedication of the Whittlesey Creek
National Wildlife Refuge.

The Northwest region hosted the Fall
Conference on Oct. 15 and 16. Hope
McCleod and Matt Welter were the
featured speakers and feedback indicates
that the conference was very well received
and fulfilled everyone’s expectations.
Those who attended the Poetry Slam
Saturday night at the Black Cat
Coffeehouse were not disappointed.
WFOP folks had the place shaking! Thanks
to all those who participated either reading,
judging, or appreciating.

A friend and fellow poet, Tom Olmstead,
passed away in October. He will be
remembered and missed by all who were
touched by his writing and enriched by his
friendship.

submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Jackie Langetieg received the
Wisconsin Regional Writers’
Association (WRWA) “Jade Ring” (1st
place award) for Poetry at the Fall
Conference in Neenah, Wisconsin,
September 25, 1999. She has a prose
poem in Lonesome Traveller’s Third
Stream anthology and a poem in
Wisconsin Academy Review, Spring ‘99
issue. Jackie participated in a reading at
Canterbury Booksellers in Madison on
November 5th.

Robin Chapman has a new collection
of poetry, The Way In, poems of growing
up in Oak Ridge, TN, parenthood,
marriage and after. It is available after
November 10th.

Susan Twiggs had poems accepted
by Midwest Poetry Review and North
Coast Review.

Linda Aschbrenner had one poem
published in Axe Factory Review and
two poems in the September issue of
Entre Nous. She received an honorable
mention in the Massachusetts State
Poetry Society Award.

Beginning in December, the theme at
the Poetry Trail located at the UW-
Marshfield/Wood County Arboretum
will be “Winter:  the Silent Season.”
Poems by the following poets will be
featured from The Poetry of Cold edited
by Mary “Casey” Martin: Annette  L.
Grunseth, Bruce Dethlefsen, Lucy
Rose Johns, Mary “Casey” Martin,
and DyAnne Korda.

Marshfield poet Susan Twiggs, along
with other local poets, gave  a reading at
the Marshfield Public Library.

Many WFOP members participated
in the 7th Annual Invitational Poetry
Marathon in the Atrium at Olbrich
Gardens, Madison on Sunday, August
29, 1999. They are: Lenore Coberly,
Fran Rall, Angela Rydell, Sandra
Lindow, Elaine Cavanaugh, Lou
Roach, Sheryl Slocum, Peter Sherrill,

Mid-Central Region

See Regional News  page 5



4

Muse
letter

Muse
letter

Muse
letter

Muse
letter

Muse
letter

February 4, 2000

Some minds are like concrete, thoroughly mixed up and permanently set. —Denny Brake

Plans are underway for a traveling
poetry reading at the Sturgeon Bay coffee
houses the first weekend in May, 2000.
Sponsored by Door County Coffee
Company, “LaTour de Café” will (we
hope) be a traveling reading on Saturday,
May 6th.  Poets will congregate at the
Door County Coffee Company for a
sendoff, and then rotate to all six
Sturgeon Bay coffee houses.  If all goes
well, each participant will have time to
read a poem or two at each of the stops.
We’ll finish with a supper at
Meadowcroft (Peter and Carrie Sherrill’s
house/catering business). Plans are still
in the early stages.  Stay tuned for further
developments. Interested?  Contact Peter
at email pmsherrill@pol.net;  or mail to
8605 County Road D, Forestville WI
54213-9716.

Sign up for “La Tour
de Café!”

Poetry for the Parks
The Dane County Cultural Affairs

Commission (DCCAC) recently
awarded a grant to the Poetry for the
Parks Project, directed by Madison poet,
Judith Strasser. The funds will enable
Judith to visit all the parks in the system,
and write a collection of poems about
the parks. She will focus on the
relationship between human and natural
history, an interest that was sparked by
her work as Artist-in-Residence at
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore in
the summer of 1998.

The DCCAC funds also will be used
to print a brochure including some of
Judith’s Dane County Parks poems.
Graphic designer, Nancy Zucker and
Park Printing of Verona will be
contributing to this part of the project.
The brochure will be available at the
parks next summer. In the spring and
early summer, Judith also will read her
poems in several locations, including
Canterbury Booksellers and Dane
County parks to be announced in the
spring.

Judith would like to include in the
readings poems that other people have
written about parks, especially county
parks. Please send copies of your work
to her at P.O. Box 1123, Madison, WI
53701. Be sure to put your name and
address on your poems, and indicate
which park inspired you!

Editor’s Note
In the job as editor of a newsletter

or even newspapers, errors can be
made. This is an attempt to correct
an error from the Fall issue.

Earlier this year I solicited for
information about the masthead of
the Museletter. It took a couple of
issues but I eventually received two
responses, first, one from Nancy
Rafal and later, one from Jo
Alderson. I was so excited to
received Nancy’s response that I
immediately wrote up the article
that was in the Fall issue.  She cited
that the engraving is the work of
Frank Utpatel which is what the
article that she sent from Hawk and
Whippoorwill Recalled implied. In
reading the excerpt from this book,
it looked as if the article was written
by a Frank Moulton since his named
appeared on the bottom. But in fact,
he is the one that created the
engraving for the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets. I attempted to
get more information via the Internet
about these two men before printing
the article last time, but was only
able to find information on Frank
Utpatel since he did so much work
for August Derleth.

Thank you to Jo Alderson for
correcting this error. Frank
Moulton is the artist that created
the engraving as seen on the
masthead. You now will see his
name included near the engraving.
I apologize for any confusion this
may have caused. Thank you for
your understanding.

Chris Falk

Poetry Slam
The Door Community Auditorium,

Fish Creek will show the film “Slam” on
Friday February 11,  2000 at 7 p.m. The
next evening, February 12th, they will
sponsor a Poetry Slam at 7 p.m. with an
open mike poetry reading to follow. The
public is invited. Mark Turcotte will
be conducting a workshop prior to the
slam for anyone interested in
participating. For more information,
contact Terry Lundahl at the Auditorium
(920) 868-2728.

Poem Publications
This is for a listing of recent publications having to do with poetry of WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 1998-99.  For more information,
please send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the author or publisher.
Title Publication Author
A Wolfsong Anthology 1994-99 Poetry Includes poems by Mariann Ritzer,

Mike Koehler, Liz Hammond, and others
Wolfsong Publications
3123 S. Kennedy Dr.
Sturtevant, WI 53177
wolfsong@wi.net

The Way In Poetry Robin Chapman
Tebot Bach Press
20592 Minerva Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 02646
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If you think you are too small to do a big thing, try doing small things in a big way. —Anonymous

A Final Report on the Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar: 2000

The Year 2000 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar was reviewed by
BookLovers Fall 1999 Issue. The review was written by Robert
Hillebrand. BookLovers is a quarterly publication which can be
found in most bookstores. The following is an excerpt from the
review: “Announcing the immediate availability of the just
published millennial edition of the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar
2000 edited with consummate care by Elaine Cavanaugh.
Spiral-bound, sized to fit all desks, designed with an engaging
flair that blends the practical with the decorative, it’s a joy to
have and to give, a gift to wonder at and use all year long, a
calendar, a journal, and a poetry anthology all in one.” Book
review Hillebrand continues with a description of a unique way
of explaining poetry. He writes, “Often...A poem, like a person
or bird or animal, doesn’t mean, it simply is.”

Nearly all of the Year 2000 calendars have been sold. Lou
Roach diligently filled orders, going so far as to hand-deliver
calendars to one bookstore when their order did not arrive from
the bindery. We thank all of you who planned readings or
promoted and supported the calendar in other ways.

In honor of the Fellowship’s 50th Anniversary in the Year
2000, a number of copies of the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar:
2000 have been donated to college, university and public
libraries around the state.

The Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2000 is for sale in over 40
bookstores and other retail businesses throughout the state.

submitted by Elaine Cavanaugh, 2000 Editor

Calendar News

Solicitation Notice to Wisconsin Poets for Wisconsin Poets’
Calendar:2000

Poems will be accepted only from Wisconsin adults (18+). (A section of the calendar is devoted to state student contest winners:
contact state student contest chair, Liz Hammond)

Up to three poems may be submitted.
Few poems over sixteen lines will be selected.
Poems particular to a Wisconsin season, a location, or our celebration of a holiday, will be appreciated. All themes will be

considered.

Please submit:
•One typed poem per page.
•Your name, address and phone number (optional) should appear in an upper corner of each page*.
•Optional: E-mail address may be included: not for submissions, for editorial business.
•On a separate page* write a biographical sketch of no more than three lines.
•Include a Stamped Self-Addressed Envelope with your submissions.

Deadline: February 1, 2000

Send to:
Mardi Fries
Editor, Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2001
N66 Pine Place
Merrillan, WI 54754-7937

Attention: Please help us by submitting this solicitation
information to your local newspaper and/or pin up a copy
where appropriate. I will be sending information to state
newspapers but a local boost might mean the difference between
publication of information or a decision not to publish it.
Thanks! Mardi

WFOP Student Contest
Approaches

The Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets is offering its 13th
annual poetry contest to middle (grades 6-8) and high school
(grades 9-12) students living and attending public, private, or
parochial schools in the State of Wisconsin. The prizes are as
follows:
  1st—$30, 2nd—$20, 3rd—$10, Honorable Mention—$5
  There will be merit awards.

Plus the top ten winners from each contest will be published
in the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2001 and entered in the
Manningham Poetry Trust Student Contest sponsored jointly
with the National Federation of State Poetry Societies.
Manningham Poetry Trust Contest Awards will be: 1st—$75,
2nd—$50, 3rd—$40, 4th—$35, 5th—$30, plus 5 Honorable
Mentions. The deadline for the WFOP Student Contest is
January 24, 2000. All entries must be postmarked by this date.
For submission rules contact: Liz Hammond (Chairperson,
Student Contest), 2820 Madison Street, Waukesha, WI 53188,
(262) 542-7775. No poems may be submitted directly to the
National Chairperson.

Kim Fowler, Kenna del Sol, Andrea Potos, and Richard
Roe.

The following WFOP members won awards at the 1999
Jade Ring Awards Banquet held at the Valley Inn in Neenah
on September 25, 1999: Kathleen McGwin, Kay Saunders,
Ramon Klitzke, Mariann Ritzer, Jackie Langetieg, Karla
Huston, and Elaine Cavanaugh.

from page 3

Regional News
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You should

     go into the woods
alone, but don’t leave bread crumbs
collect but don’t eat purple
coneflowers
sneeze if you must
press webs in cuts
stretch a blade
of  horsehair between
your thumbs
raise this
to your puckered lips
blow and become
a well-know fool
and a fine two-fisted
musician
to toads.

—Elaine Cavanaugh, Hartland

Meditation on a Holy Card of St. Margaret of Antioch’s
Passion to Endure Easy Delivery

The pit-bully dragon shish-kebabed our St. Margie
on the prongs of cute, oh, so too-cute, webby paws
sniffed her
liked her
swallowed her whole.

But Margie, who had dressed for success in any occasion,
in clear calm lady blue
was too much the peace-pistol
for a pit-bully’s
bowwow
dragon-y
innards
to suffer and retain as their fuel

Mags with a wink and a wiggle
vibrated that dragon to a tremolo giggle
and burst from its gizzard and throat
as if swimming the moat.

She was such a success
with such a finesse,
that she’s summoned
at childbirth
to repeat
her trick
as a god-motherly
spirity twin
and to birth
each new child
and keep
each new mother
meek and mild
and her dragon slain
and wane,
again.

Repeat these refrains
and you’ll get preggers,
again,
but for a blessed while
you’ll roar and you’ll vent
your own inner bleeding child
gory authentic,
again,
before Mags intercession of peace
for the laying down of your beast …
and gristle …
and the swaddling
of your wiener whistle.

—Katarzyna Rygasiewicz, Racine

Missing the Muse

There was this woman I really liked
so I wrote her some love poems
and gave them to her to read and when she said
They’re good but Show me don’t Tell me
I thought she was a poet interested in craft so
I took them home and edited and deleted and added
until there were no clichés or tired phrases
and finally they were perfect but I guess
maybe she wasn’t a poet after all because
she left.

—Michael Koehler, Appleton
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Send poems to Karla Huston, 1830 W. Glendale Ave.,
Appleton, WI 54914. Publication is acceptance;

submissions will not be returned. Poems welcome
from any member, especially new members.

Not My Poem
For Peter Sherrill

I wish I had written
this poet’s lovely poem
about grandparents dancing
across linoleum
to a sashay-prance of flower dust,
tobacco smoke and gingham
Perhaps I would have written it
if my own had not decided
marriage was a concrete cell
that should have been avoided
or if they hadn’t called it quits
once my dad was grown
The only way I could have had
My chance to write that poem
is if I saw the two of them
when they were bright and young
but I’d have to have been someone else
in order to catch them dancing

—Shoshauna Shy, Madison

Sun Flower

Morning maiden
Martyr of modern day
Educated –
Liberated –
Struggling to find your way

Dressed for success in velveteen
Gown of expectant-green

Head bowed under
Crown of glory-gold
Stand ready to repeat
The ritual of old

Innocent  flower
Thirsting for power

Lift your face to the skies
While the Birds peck out your eyes

—Nancee Ariagno, Cedarburg
(new member)

This New World
“I am a foreigner in the land of old age
 and have tried to learn its language”

May Sarton
With ripped map in hand
I wander narrow streets,
pass a maze of empty store
fronts
search for someone familiar,
something safe to lean against

Folks of every age and color
pass,
nod their heads, hurry by.
Strange tongues and garbled
words drift by my ears
carried on an alien breeze.

Slowly I slide words over my
lips,
search for syllables to carry
a reassuring message
one I will understand,
one to be imprinted on my heart.

—Kay Saunders, Appleton

Klutz

Clod, clump, klunk,
clumsy at clopping best,
clown, lout, lunkhead,
of all the dull blunder-brains
you’re the one
who comes clattering in
to gum up the works,
muck up the plans,
clobber our intentions
—salve it all
with your crooked, innocent grin.

—Sheryl Slocum, Lake Geneva
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What we steadily, consciously, habitually think we are, that we tend to become. —John Cowper Powys

Markets
JACKIE LANGETIEG  • 2201 CARLING DRIVE #102 • MADISON, WI 53711 • E-MAIL: jacklang@gateway.net

Attention Jade Ring Winners:  An anthology of Jade Ring winners of the twentieth century is being published by writer,
photographer John L. Campbell, 17800A Caribou Pass, Brookfield, WI 53045-2041, FAX (262) 790-2690, Phone (262) 790-
2670, E-mail: cera@execpc.com. The paperback book, which will include all categories of Jade Ring winners, is planned for
release in June 2000. Authors retain all rights. There is no fee. Participants may, if they choose, purchase copies of the
completed book at cost plus shipping (cost determined by size of completed book). Deadline: January 7, 2000.To submit
your poem (or other Jade Ring winning piece), send a copy with a short bio (375 words max) about your poem and other
writing successes and the year you won the Jade Ring. The Jade Ring Contest is a yearly event of the Wisconsin Regional
Writers’Association and the award is given to the winners in the categories of poetry, short stories, juvenile fiction, articles
and essays. each year at their fall conference banquet. WRWA was founded in 1948.The anthology is an independent project
by Mr. Campbell, a WRWA member.

WFOP Trophy Poem Contest, Within the two to three weeks following each WFOP conference, WFOP poets may submit
one poem to the Trophy Poem Contest. There is no theme, length, or form requirement. The poem, itself, should not contain
the poet’s identification. Include an index card with poet’s name, address, phone, and the title and first line of the poem, and
send to Ellen Kort, 1367 Hiawatha Drive, Appleton, WI  54915. The winner will be announced at the next WFOP
conference.

The Kathryn A. Morton Prize in Poetry: Sarabande Books, Inc. The Kathryn A. Morton Prize includes a $2,000 cash
award, publication of a full-length collection of poetry, and a standard royalty contract. Contest is open to any writers of
English who is a citizen of the U.S. Manuscript may contain individual poems that have been published previously in
magazines, chapbooks of less than 48 pages, or anthologies, but the collection as a whole must be unpublished. There is a
$15 handling fee and manuscripts must be postmarked between and including January 1 and February 15, 2000. Include a
SASE for notification that manuscript has been received and include a SASE business sized envelope for contest results. To
request guidelines and the required entry form, send a SASE to The Kathryn A. Morton Prize in Poetry, Sarabande Books,
Inc., P.O. Box 4999, Louisville KY 40204. You may view the complete guidelines on the web at www.sarabandebooks.org/
contest/SBkam.html.

ByLine Magazine Each of the following contests requires a $3 entry fee and prizes are $40, $25, $15 with the exception of
December 1 Poems of Loss which pays $50 first place. December: (1) Poems of Loss, losing a loved one, losing your way,
losing faith. Any style or length; deadline December 10, 1999. (2) Women's Poem, any style or length, for or about women;
deadline December 15, 1999. January: (1) Free Verse, any subject or length, unrhymed; deadline January 5, 2000. (2)
Haiku, traditional or derivative forms; deadline January 31, 2000. February: (1) Valentine or Love Poem, any style or
length. Deadline February 14, 2000. (2) Winter or Snow Poem, deadline February 29, 2000. Type name, address, phone
number and contest category on the first page of the manuscript (no cover sheet). Prepare in standard manuscript format.
Entries will not be returned. You may send multiple entries to any contest, but each entry requires on entry fee. Entries
should be unpublished when entered. A list of winners in each category will be printed in the issue of Byline dated three
months after deadline. Winning manuscripts are not published so that authors retain all rights. Mail entries to: Contests,
ByLine Magazine, PO Box 130596, Edmond, OK 73013. For information about the annual Chapbook Award see their web
site: www.bylinemag.com.

Robert and Josephine Zell moved
from Madison, WI to San Diego, CA.

Our new address is:
16160 Avenida Venusto #3

San Diego, CA 92128
(858) 385-7807

I shall miss everyone in WFOP very
much. Let’s keep in touch.

Josey Zell

every ethnicity, every economic class.
In them, men and women and boys and
girls described being strengthened and
encouraged and of their lives being
changed by their favorite poem. One
woman wrote her favorite poem “broke
my heart and restored it.”

It was a powerful reminder that as we
create with words, we work in a medium
which has the potential to change lives,
to heal hearts.

October 20th was Robert Pinsky’s
birthday. He was presented with a wrapped

copy of the Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 2000.

from page 1
PinskyDon’t Forget to Pay

your Dues for ‘99 & ‘00
Thank you to those members that

have paid their membership dues on
time for 1999. Just a reminder to those
that have not paid yet, the amounts are
as follows:

Student $7.50
Associate $10.00
Active $15.00
Life (Patron) $100.00

Please send your dues to Sue DeKelver
to the address in the masthead of the
Museletter if your mailing label has a
(98) or (99) after your name.
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Conference Rotation Schedule Adopted
At the fall conference in Ashland, the Board and membership approved the

conference rotation schedule that will allow members to meet in all the regions
around the state.

The eight regions will host fall and spring conferences in a rotating schedule that
will make it easier to know who is responsible for the upcoming meeting. The rotation
will begin with the Fall, 2000 conference. Here is the rotation for the next four years:

Fall, 2000 South-Central VP—Susan Godwin
Spring, 2001 South VP—Dorothy Schwenkner
Fall, 2001 East VP—Elaine Cavanaugh
Spring, 2002 Northeast VP—Barbara Larsen
Fall, 2002 Central-Fox Valley VP—Kay Saunders
Spring, 2003 West-Central VP—Sandra Lindow
Fall, 2003 Mid-Central VP—Jan Captain
Spring, 2004 Northwest VP—Jan Chronister
Fall, 2004 South-Central VP—Susan Godwin

The rotation will continue in the above order unless the regional VP trades dates
with another region. This should be communicated to the Board ASAP after the trade
so we can keep the schedule in the Museletter updated.

The Poet Laureate Project needs your
help!  We have not yet heard from the
Governor’s office regarding our proposal
and we don’t want them to forget about
us in all the mess of the budget and year-
end clean up.  For the proposal to get a
good look, we feel a little gentle, polite
grassroots campaigning is in order.
Here’s what we need you to do:
Call, email or write the Governor’s
office at the following addresses:

Governor Tommy Thompson
Wisconsin State Capitol
P. O. Box 7863
Madison, WI  53707
Fax:  608-266-1212
P. O. Box 7863
Email:  wisgov@state.wi.us

Ms. Nora K. Weber
Appointments Director, Office of the Governor

Office of the Governor
Room 115 East, State Capitol
P.O. Box 7863
Madison, WI 53707
Phone: 608-266-7606
Email: nora.weber@gov.state.wi.us

A handwritten letter or phone call works
best, but any correspondence is
acceptable as long as  it doesn’t appear
to be a form letter with no signature or
personalization.
Be brief.  State your point immediately.
For example:  “I understand you are
considering a proposal for Poet Laureate.
I wish to show my support and hope you
will consider establishing the first Poet
Laureate of Wisconsin by April 2000.”

Thanks for your support of this very
worthy cause.  Feel free to contact either
Cathryn Cofell or Peter Sherrill if you
have any questions or comments, or if
you receive a response back.

Call For Help

Third Quarter Financial Report
submitted by Sue DeKelver, treasurerJuly 1, 1999 through Sept. 30, 1999

Literary Fund Account:
Balance July 1, 1999 $21,200.19

Income: Donations $20.00
Interest 248.03

$268.03
Balance September 30, 1999 $21,468.22

General Account:
Balance July 1, 1999 $6,060.68

Income: Dues $1,065.00
Conference 100.00
Calendar 30.00

$1,195.00
Expenses: Officers $279.70

Museletter 729.40
Student Contests 139.41
2000 Calendar Advance 500.00
2000 Calendar Contract 100.00
1999 Calendar Sales 10.00
50th Anniversary Advance 200.00

$1,958.51
Balance September 30, 1999 $5,297.17

Calendar Account:
Balance July 1, 1999 $6,769.68

Income: 2000 $4,971.61
Advance 500.00
1999 86.47

$5,558.08
Expenses: Printing $7,686.89

Mailing 1,193.72
Miscellaneous 154.55

$9,035.16
Balance September 30, 1999 $3,292.60

Do not squander time for that’s the stuff life is made of. —Ben Franklin
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Rules for
Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
Muse Poetry Prize Contest

1. Contestant must be a Wisconsin resident, 18 years of age or older.

2. The entry form must be completed in full, included with the submission and postmarked by the
contest deadline date listed on the entry form.

3. Up to three original unpublished poems may be entered in the WFOP Muse Poetry Prize contest. 75
line maximum per poem. Plagiarism of any poem disqualifies the contestant.

4. Manuscript must be typed on 8½” x 11” white paper, one side only, one poem to a page. Writer’s
name should not appear on the poem(s).

5. An entry fee of $2.00 for WFOP members and $5.00 for non-members must accompany the
submission. This fee covers up to three poems. Checks are to be made out to WFOP Literary Fund.

6. Prizes are: 1st place - $200.00 and trophy; 2nd place - $100.00; 3rd place - $75.00.

7. Winners will be notified prior to the WFOP Spring Conference date. The first place winner is
expected to attend the Award presentation as a guest of WFOP to read her/his poem or arrange for a
proxy to present it there. The presentation this year will be held on Saturday, June 10, 2000, at Green
Lake Conference Center, Hwy. 23, Green Lake, Wisconsin, at a time to be announced.

8. Prizes will be awarded only if:
a. there are sufficient entries (number to be determined)
b. the contest judge determines that an entry warrants a prize award.

9. The first place winner of the WFOP Muse Poetry Prize will be ineligible to enter that contest again
for three years.

10.WFOP is not responsible for lost manuscripts. Entries will not be returned and there will be no
notification if an entry is disqualified for failure to follow any of the above rules.

11.Author retains all rights to his/her work.

The soul should always stand ajar, ready to welcome the ecstatic experience. —Emily Dickinson
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People seldom become famous for what they say until after they become famous for what they’ve done. —Cullen Hightower

Entry Form for WFOP Muse Poetry Prize Contest

Name Telephone

Address

Title and first line of each poem entered:

1.

2.

3.

I am 18 years of age or older. The poems I am submitting to the WFOP Muse Poetry Prize contest are
my own original unpublished work and not under consideration elsewhere at this time.

(Signature) Date

Newspaper (name, address and appropriate editor, if known) to be notified if I should win the first place
award: (optional)

Check entry fee enclosed: Current WFOP member - $2.00
Non-member - $5.00

Send entry to: WFOP/Rafal
P.O. Box 340
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202

DEADLINE: March 15, 2000 [This form may be copied.]



12

Minutes of the WFOP General Meeting — October 16, 1999
Hotel Chequamegon, Ashland, Wisconsin
[Officers:  Slocum, Sherrill, DeKelver]
Pres. Slocum called the meeting to order at 8:38 a.m. with
approximately 50 members in attendance. Minutes of the 4/99
Board Meeting were approved and filed. Treasury reports
read by Sue DeKelver, approved, attached; balances as
follows:

9/30/99 Literary Fund $21,468.22
9/30/99 General Account $5,297.17
9/30/99 Calendar Account (see note below)

Figures for the calendar account are not complete, as some of
the monies from 1999 calendar sales have not been reported.
In general, the calendar account is healthy and sales of the
2000 calendar are excellent.  Reports from the 2000 calendar
sales are up to date.  Sue also reported that members with
unpaid 1998 dues have been dropped from the membership
list, and she explained the unpaid-dues policy.
Old Business - Reports
Calendar: Report by Elaine Cavanaugh and Lou Roach.
Currently $4,077.16 in the calendar account, with only
mailing costs still anticipated. Lou has only about 70
calendars left, of which nine are spoken for.  Regional VP's
only have a few copies.  Pres. Slocum thanked Elaine and Lou
for their hard work.  Mardi Fries has accepted the post of 2001
calendar editor.  Submission guidelines for 2001 are ready and
available.
50th Anniversary:  Report by Peter Sherrill and Sue.  Speakers
will be Marge Piercy, Robert Spies, and honored guest Jean
Feraca.  Invitation to Jonathan Overby has not been answered
yet.  Will be held at Green Lake Conference Center June 9 - 11,
2000, the exact 50th anniversary of the first meeting.  Green
Lake is handling all registrations and reservations.  Costs will
be somewhat higher than other meetings.  Attendees will be
expected to lodge and dine on-site.  There will be “day-only”
fees for others.
Conference Schedule: Peter reported that all suggestions are
in and generally the VPs have been supportive; the schedule
will be implemented.  Madison will host the next regular
conference in fall 2000.  If a date is not workable for a given
region, it is that regional VP’s responsibility to trade dates
with another VP.  Members from Madison were solicited to
help with fall 2000 arrangements.  Members asked that the full
rotation be published in the Museletter.  We will also include
the dates/locations of the next several conferences.
WFOP on the Web: The membership has been generally
supportive of developing a WFOP web page.  Estimates of
development are about $850, with a $50 monthly maintenance
cost.  Much discussion ensued regarding costs, and it was
decided that we will investigate whether we can find
volunteers willing to develop a web page at minimal cost.
Show-of-hands indicated 24 “for” development of the web
page, and 4 “against.”  This will be revisited at the next
General Meeting.
WI Poet Laureate: Report by Peter.  Meeting was held early in
September, with proposal consensus reached by representatives
of WFOP, CWW and WRWA in attendance.  Proposal has

been forwarded to the Governor’s office.  We hope to have the
first Laureate named in April 2000.  Lucy Rose Johns moved
that WFOP support each Poet Laureate with money to defray
costs of the position.  Matt Welter seconded.  Passed
unanimously.
Literary Fund: Report by Sue and Peter.  Committee will meet
in November to decide on Fund investment options.  Muse
Prize flyers are available.  Triad Contest flyers will be
developed soon.  First Muse Prize will be awarded at the 50th
celebration.  After that event, Barbara Larsen and George
Johnson will step down as committee members.  They will be
replaced by Phyllis Wax and Bruce Dethlefsen.
NFSPS: Charlene Sexton will be WFOP’s contact person with
the NFSPS.
Museletter: Deadline for the next Museletter is November 5.
Membership: Jan Chronister reported that Credentials Chair
Sister Irene Zimmerman has approved 24 applicants for
Active Membership and 4 for Associate Membership since
April 25, 1999.
WI Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters: Pres. Slocum has
been in touch with Bob Lang, Academy President.  He has
been receptive to our concerns and will meet with Sheryl, Sue
and Peter on November 5 to discuss our concerns over the
costs of the poetry section of the annual conference.  Members
were invited to a “break-out” session after lunch to discuss
issues with Sheryl, who will compile them for the meeting.
Regional VP Reports: Represented by Elaine Cavanaugh for
East Milwaukee; Sue DeKelver (for Barbara Larsen) for
Northeast and (for Kay Saunders) for Central-Fox Valley;
Sandra Lindow for West-Central; Jan Chronister for
Northwest, who also received applause for hosting this
conference; Lucy Rose Johns (for Jan Captain) for Mid-
Central.
Student Contest: Yvette Flaten reported for chair Liz
Hammond.  They are waiting for this year’s information from
the Manningham Contest.
New Business
PA System: Peter brought a rented PA system to try out at the
meeting.  We will solicit members’ comments and consider
buying a PA if members are supportive.
Miscellaneous:  Sheryl announced that Josey Zell moved to
California. Tom Olmstead, founder of Inkwell Press, died
recently.  He was active in promoting poetry in Wisconsin.
Sue invited members to contact Michael Belongie to
participate in his “Power Poetry” series at Randolph Schools.
Judith Strasser is developing a poetry project regarding the
parks in Dane County.  She solicited poets to contribute poetry
about parks.

Sue moved to adjourn.  Peter seconded.  Meeting adjourned at
9:46 AM.

Recorded by Peter Sherrill and
Respectfully Submitted (in absentia),
Cathryn Cofell, WFOP Secretary

Friendship is a single soul dwelling in two bodies. —Aristotle



13RESERVATION  REQUEST  FORM WI FELLOWSHIP OF POETS
JUNE 9-11, 2000

Last Name: First Name:

Daytime Phone:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Arrival Date: Arrival Time: Departure Date:

Room Rates for Historic Roger Williams Inn Check In: 4:00 p.m.  Check Out: 10:00 a.m.

One Person
$96.00 per night

Two People
$96.00 per night

Three People
$105.00 per night

Four People
$114.00 per night

•I plan to room with: *Roommates must send reservation forms in same envelope.*

1. 3.

2. 4.

•I desire single occupancy. •I need a HC accessible room. •I am staying off grounds.

Rooms will be available until 4/2/00. After that date, reservations will be taken on a space available basis only.

Make check payable to: Green Lake Conference Center

or apply to credit card:
•Master Card • Visa
•American Express •Discover
Card # Exp. Date

Mail to: Guest Services, GLCC
W2511 State Hwy 23
Green Lake, WI 54941

Register by phone: 1-800-558-8898 Fax: 920-294-3686 On-line: www.greenlake-aba.org

Deposit due is equal to one night’s room charge plus
$20 Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets’ program fee.

Calculate your deposit:
Room rate (one night)
  OR If you are staying off-site,
add $7.50/person day guest fee
$20/person WFOP program fee

Total Deposit Due

**You will receive a confirmation card upon receipt of deposit.

Meals
(Guests staying in rooms are required to take meals beginning with first meal after arrival through the last meal

before departure. Meals need advanced tickets. Charges for meals will be added to your room bill.)

Friday, June 9
•Dinner @$8.50
(Served 5-6 p.m.)

Saturday, June 10
•Breakfast @$5.50
•Lunch @$7.50
•Dinner @$14.00
     •Vegetarian Entrée

Sunday, June 11
•Private Brunch @$12.95

Cancellation Policy
14 days prior to arrival, 100% of deposit will be refunded. 13 days to 4:00 p.m. day of arrival, 50% refund. After 4:00 p.m. day

of arrival, no refund. In the above cases, if no deposit has been made, an assessment will be made in the same amount.


