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President’s MessageWelcome New
Members!

Welcome to the following new
members of the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets that have joined since the
Summer  Museletter issue:

Susan Allen Green Bay
Anneke Chy Middleton
Kathy Dodd Miner Madison
Sheila Doering Menomonie
Richard Helfrich Madison
Helen Hoerig Grafton
Jeanne Larson Cable
Ann McGuire Waukesha
Linda Nett-Duesterhoeft Appleton
Mark Rozmarynowski Hatley
Mary Schelm Helenville
Nancy Schmalz Oshkosh
Erick Skon Janesville
James Wilkinson Baileys Harbor

Welcome to all!

Let everyone sweep in front of his or her own door and the whole world will be clean. -Goethe

Editor: Christine Falk

At our conferences, I enjoy the reports from the regions.  It’s inspiring to hear
what is being done to promote poetry in the different areas of our state.  It is also
surprising to learn how many people are working—for little fame and no money.
If I forget to say thank you in person, here it is now: THANK YOU!

We have several opportunities for more people to get involved in the fun of
promoting poetry in our state.  Patti Swanson has been the Business Manager for
our Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar for two years.  Contrary to her hopes, she will be
unable to manage it for a third year.  Would you like the job?  You would not go
into it alone.  Jan Puta, when she was Business Manager, created a manual.
Subsequent Business Managers have kept a data base.  Also, Patti says she will be
available to answer questions. The Business Manager receives a small percentage
of the profits from the Calendar sales—not enough to be called a paycheck;
rather, it’s a token of our appreciation for your work.  It is not necessary for the
Business Manager to be a member of WFOP, although he or she had better like
poetry.  If you or anyone you know would be interested in this job, call or write
me or any other WFOP officer—our names and addresses are on the masthead of
this newsletter.  Don’t be shy; this is an important service for which we are very
grateful.

Another position is vacant.  Peggy Shimkus, who has served as the Vice
President for the South (Racine/Kenosha) region, is retiring.  She has done a great
job, and we will miss her.  Who in the (southeastern part of Wisconsin) would
like to take her place?  Duties include keeping in touch with members in your
area, helping organize activities as you and the others in your region see fit, and
reporting those activities in the Museletter and at conferences.  If you are inter-
ested in this job, contact one of us on the masthead.

Some of you may be interested in campaigning the Governor to appoint a Poet
Laureate for the state.  Cathryn Cofell, our secretary, is your contact for this
project.

Finally, the Board would like your input about an idea for donating to the
Literary Fund.  The Literary Fund is a segregated fund whose monies are invested
to provide income.  The income is used to conduct poetry contests for: WFOP
members, school children, and Wisconsin residents.  At this point WFOP is
financially healthy enough to put some of our money into short-term CD’s.  The
Board proposes that the interest—the interest only—from the CD’s be donated to
the Literary Fund.  Obviously, if WFOP needs the interest, we can reverse our
decision.  What do you think?  If you wish to be heard, contact one of the
officers.  If you have questions, the most knowledgeable person to talk with is
Sue DeKelver, our treasurer.

As you can see, if you want to help support poetry in Wisconsin, there are
many ways of doing it.  Find a way that fits with your personality and life—and
go for it!

to pay your
1998 dues!!

(see page 10 for dues payment form)
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Northwest Region

There is no remedy for love but to love more. -Henry David Thoreau

Matt Welter and Jan Chronister
read from their work live on the air for
WPR’s Higher Ground program that
was broadcast from Superior on July
18.

Jan Chronister is one of the poets
whose work appears on the WFOP
Sesquicentennial quilt. She received a
WAB grant this summer to attend the
School of the Arts in Rhinelander.
submitted by
Jan Chronister, Northwest Regional VP

Matt Welter’s Raspberry Island Red
has gone into second printing. The new
edition has three new poems, better
editing and reviews on the back by
Karla Huston, Laurel Mills, and
Larry Buzecky. It can be ordered by
writing the author. Matt had a poem
“Bathing” that was chosen by the Cable
Natural History museum as one of the
two poetry pieces featured in their year
long art exhibit, “Born to Be Wild.” The
poem is being sold as a signed poster
and proceeds from it will go to benefit
the Cable Natural History Museum. It
can be purchased by writing to: Cable
Natural History Museum, County Hwy
M, Cable, WI 54821. Matt will be in
Madison on October 3rd to reappear on
Higher Ground and to film a book
interview with Midwest Book Review
for television. The filming and interview
will be held at the Frugal Muse
Bookstore at 10:30 A.M.. The featured
book will be Raspberry Island Red. He
has been accepted by Artword Quarterly,
Sidewalks, Cafe Review, Main Street
Rag, and others. Matt will be the
featured poet for Second Sunday Poets,
on Sunday, October 11th, at 3 P.M. in
Cable at the Cultural Arts Center at Old
School Mall (formerly Cable Place).
Those who wish may bring one or two
poems to read, following the featured
poet.

Diana Randolph had a poem
published in the summer newsletter of

West-Central Region

Central-Fox Valley Region

continued page 3

CHARAC (Cable/Hayward Area
Regional Arts Council).

Elmer Otte had a poem accepted for
the 1999 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar
and also one for the Sesquicentennial
Poetry Quilt Broadside.

Rusty McKenzie had a poem
accepted for the calendar and she, along
with Ellen Kort, Helen Fahrbach, and
Laurel Mills, attended the University
of Iowa Summer Writing Festival.

Ellen Kort taught at the UW-Stevens
Point Arts World, the Green Lake
Writing Program and the Rhinelander
School of Arts. Ellen also had a poem
accepted by the calendar and a portion
of a poem appears in the Midwest
Express Expo Center, Milwaukee.

Kay Saunders’ new book, Letters
from the Other Side: The Gift of
Flannery O’Connor is just off the press
and will soon be available in bookstores.

Laurel Mills served as the current
editor of the Fox Cry Review and also
taught a poetry writing workshop at the
National Women’s Music Festival in
Indiana.
submitted by
Kay Saunders, Central-Fox Valley Regional VP

Cathryn Cofell has been published
in The Scene and accepted by Poetry
Motel. She appeared on Higher Ground
with Jonathon Overby as part of their
first semi-annual Poetry Slam. She was
recently interviewed and featured in an
article for The Scene, and will be a
featured poet on the Wisconsin
Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters
website.

Wednesday, July 22nd Marian
Morris-Zepp presented poetry at the
Chippewa Valley Center for the Arts as
part of their Wednesday Night on the
Hill cultural series.

Saturday, August 1st Yvette Flaten,
Sandra Lindow and Marian Morris
Zepp participated in a poetry read-in at
the Menomonie Art Fair on the UW -
Stout campus.   Other visitors to the fair
were encouraged to read aloud or recite

their favorite poem. Back issues of the
calendar were given to interested
children and the Wisconsin
Sesquicentennial Poetry Quilt broadside
made its public debut. A special reading
for the quilt and its contributors will be
held at Borders in Eau Claire on
Tuesday, September 22nd.

Saturday, August 22nd Yvette Flaten,
Nadine St. Louis and Liz Hammond
will read on public radio’s Higher
Ground program as part of Madison’s
Sesquicentennial Folk Arts Festival.
submitted by
Sandra Lindow, West-Central Regional VP

Jane Bahr, Menomonie, was awarded
a Wisconsin Arts Board Travel Grant to
study at the 9th Annual Writers Institute
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison
in June 1998. She had a poem accepted
by the 1999 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar
and is currently rewriting her novel.

Terry Dukerschein, a LaCrosse area
poet, gave a poetry reading at the
Lindsborg Coffee House in Lindsborg,
Kansas at 8:00 P.M. on Saturday, May
30, 1998.

The Milwaukee Region will host the
Fall WFOP Conference on October 9th
& 10th, 1998 at Olympia Resort in
Oconomowoc, WI. Guest speakers are
Milwaukee poets, James Hazard and
Susan Firer. A schedule and registration
form are included in this Museletter.
Please register before September 12,
1998 to ensure adequate space and
preparation.

On Sunday, August 9th the following
WFOP members gave a poetry reading
at Woodland Pattern Book Center in
Milwaukee: Doris Gendelman, C.J.
Muchhala, Helen Padway, Mara
Ptacek, Peggy Rozga and Phyllis
Wax .

Guidelines for the 2000 Wisconsin
Poets’ Calendar will be available at the
October conference.

Liz Hammond has a new book of
poems published by Wolfsong
Publications.

Pippistrelle Best of Small Press
Awards honored two Milwaukee Area
Poets, Marianne Ritzer for How to
Fall Out of Love from Wolfsong

Milwaukee Region
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If you must slander someone, do not speak it; write it in the sand near the water’s edge.

from page 2

Publications and Elaine Cavanaugh
for her chapbook, Softly, Softly Woman,
from Angel Press.

Twenty-four WFOP members
participated in a June poetry reading at
Boerner Botanical Gardens. Elaine
Cavanaugh received a letter thanking
the WFOP for being part of the
program. “We appreciate your
contribution of time and support to
make Boerner in Bloom successful.”
The letter was signed by Betty
Gurschke and Judy Ohl, 1998 Boerner
in Bloom Co-Chairs.

New Voices III of Crete, IL awarded
3rd prize in poetry and publication to
Elaine Cavanaugh in their art, prose
and poetry contest.

Please send news of your events,
publications, awards and honors to:
Elaine Cavanaugh, Milwaukee Region
VP or to Chris Falk, Museletter Editor.
submitted by
Elaine Cavanaugh, Milwaukee Regional VP

The front page of the June 24, 1998
Green Bay Press Gazette contained a
large picture of N.E. area poet, Annette
Grunseth of Green Bay. Four-color, no
less! Annette was invited by the Clean
Water Action Commission to read
seven of her poems about the river and
the Great Lakes at a six-hour hearing at
the Neville Public Museum seeking
public comment on the 25-year Great
Lakes Water Quality Agreement, a
U.S.-Canadian pact aimed at the clean
up of the Great Lakes. Here is a rare
example of the vital role poetry can play
in society. Could the pendulum be
swinging back to an awareness of how
poetry can affect all of our lives? As if
that isn’t enough honor and glory for
one working poet, Annette received a
scholarship to attend the Rhinelander
School of the Arts in July. Congrats,
Annette!

Annette was also a volunteer poetry
teacher for CESA 7 Alternative High
School in Green Bay from November,
1997 to May, 1998. She helped students
- mostly at-risk teens - write poems
using various exercises and examples
of poetry and using past WFOP

Calendars (available from Sue DeKelver
for free for school projects!). At the end of
the year they published a booklet of
student poems and presented copies at an
Awards banquet.

Jane Farrell and Mary Jo Stich have
agreed to help George Johnson host the
September 27th poetry reading at the
Green Bay Botanical Garden on Sunday,
September 27th, from 1 to 4:00 P.M..
They invite all WFOP members to come
and take part. See article elsewhere in this
Museletter.

We hope some of you heard the Poetry
Slam on Higher Ground with Jonathon
Overby on public radio in June.
Nor’easters Sue DeKelver and Peter
Sherrill won first and second places
respectively. Congrats to them. From that
event Sue went off to attend the Iowa
Summer Writing Festival at the University
of Iowa. She also read at Olbrich Gardens
in Madison with a number of other WFOP
poets in June. Her poem, “How to Replant
Your Life” will be appearing in 50 Plus
Magazine.

Neil McCarty, Sue DeKelver and
Barbara Larsen all have poems in the
1999 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar. (Note
to other Nor’Easters who have had poems
accepted: You have to send news of your
achievements to me or the editor if you
want to be included in this Museletter
column! B.L.)
submitted by
Barbara Larsen, Northeast Regional VP

Nick Cibrario participated in a poetry
reading at the International Fair on April
25, 1998 at the UAW Local 72 Building,
Kenosha. In addition to reading poetry he
sold Root River Anthologies of Poetry
from previous years. He exhibited
watercolor paintings and sold watercolor
bookmarks. On May 30th in Racine, he
participated in “The Sixth Street Art
Walk.” He sold watercolor bookmarks
with poetry he previously published on
the reverse side of the bookmarks.

Members of the Segoe Poets Group,
presenting a “Sesquicentennial Reading”
on May 27th at Canterbury Booksellers
were: Brenda Lempp, Marjorie Pettit,

Ruth Dresen and Phyllis Reisdorf.
Brenda’s husband, Steffen also read
several of Ben Brothers’ poems, as a
tribute to Ben, a fine poet, WFOP
member, and member of the Segoe
Poets, who passed away in May.

Congratulations to Phyllis Reisdorf
for placing second in the Advanced
Poetry Round robin, Spring Contest,
sponsored by WRWA.

I’m sure that Madison and surrounding
area poets, are having a creative, but
very busy summer, as the above tidbits
were the only news items that I’ve
received for this issue. But my “vibes”
tell me that much will be going on this
autumn so check the Rhythm Section of
the Wisconsin State Journal for times
and dates of upcoming poetry events.
And if you do want your news of contest
winnings, publication acceptances or
performances acknowledged in this
column, either send it to me before the
next Museletter deadline, or send it
directly to Chris Falk at the Museletter
address. Welcome to all new WFOP
members in the South-Central region!
I’m looking forward to meeting you at
the Fall Conference.
submitted by
Suzi Godwin, South-Central Regional VP

Northeast Region

South Region

South-Central Region

Please feel free to submit
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  y o u r
accomplishments to your
Regional Vice President or to:

MuseletterMuseletter  Editor
109 Pierce St.
Randolph, WI  53956
Fax (920) 326-6436

e-mail  falkj@powerweb.net

MuseletterMuseletter
   Deadline...

Friday
November 13, 1998
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A real friend is one who walks in when everyone else walks out.

Among FriendsAmong Friends
by Art Madson

Have you ever come to a pause, several lines into a poem, first draft or a revision, wracked your brain for a fresh simile or
metaphor, and only cliches, or nothing, comes to mind, and you take several steps down the road of self-doubt, fearing your
private line to inspiration is down, like computers, and where do you send for service? Let 20 Questions, or an expanded version
of that parlor game, be of service.

Imagine--compartmentalize--7 worlds, from top to bottom 1) the sky or heavens, 2) the human, 3) animal, 4) vegetable, 5)
mineral, 6) water, 7) the opposite of sky, heavens, the lower regions, hell. For example, say the effect of the figure you’re seeking
is “healing.” From 1) you think of “ministering angels” or “like the sun coming out after a thunder storm (and you can extend
how everything is fresh and sparkling) or “like a rainbow flaunting its spectrum of promise (the ideas come almost faster than
you can write them. If the effect sought were, say, “wounding,” you’d get fewer here and more from the bottom). From 2), “like
a friend’s comforting arms enveloping your hurt.” From 3) you may get “like a wounded bear licking his bites,” or “like a dog
poking his nose inside your grief.” From 4) “like a salve spread on rash-red wrists.” (Salve is vegetable, isn’t it?) From 5), “like
a whiff of smelling salts.” From 6), “like a soak in a good hot bath”--oh, oh, they’re getting tired, let’s try again--”like water
flowing over smooth stones.” From 7), well, for “healing” it has to be backward, “like a defeated imp limping back to his lair,
leaning on his broken-tined fork.”

Well, now you are delighted by your fecundity, the game was sort of fun in itself, and for the poem you have a number of
possibilities from which to choose. Or sprinkle several (most) of the best throughout the poem. Unity of effect.

This process may at first seem rather mechanical, but you’re a poet and you can convince yourself that the well of inspiration
just needed a little priming.

Northeast Region
Sponsors Poetry Reading

The Northeast Wisconsin WFOP is sponsoring a poetry reading at the beautiful and inspiring Green Bay Botanical Garden on
Sunday, September 27th, from 1-4 p.m.

The Botanical Garden is located at 2600 Larsen Road, Green Bay, WI 54307-2644.
Featured readers will be: Ellen Kort, Mary Ann Napoleone, Barbara Larsen, Peter Sherrill, Denise Sweet, Bruce Dethlefsen,

Lauren Mittermann, and Sue DeKelver. All WFOP members are invited to attend.
Please call George A. Johnson, the moderator of this event at (920) 499-9469 if you plan to attend, or if you have an questions.

Second Quarter Financial Report

submitted by Sue DeKelver,
treasurer

Apr 1, 1998 through Jun 30, 1998

Literary Fund Account:
Balance Apr 1, 1998 $16,084.71

Income: Donations $487.00
Interest 229.28

$716.28
Expense: $0.00

Balance Jun 30, 1998 $16,800.99

General Account:
Balance Apr 1, 1998 $6,403.62

Income: Dues $1,752.50
Calendar 38.00
Conference 1,361.45
Misc 10.00

$3,161.95
Expenses: Officers $560.59

Contests 235.00
Conference 1,232.67
Museletter 669.17

$2,697.43
Balance Jun 30, 1998 $6,868.14

Calendar Account:
Balance Apr 1, 1998 $7,061.43

Income: Sales $637.00
Expenses: Mailing $131.31

ISBN log 62.00
Misc 41.58

233.89

Balance Jun 30, 1998 $7,464.54

Does anyone “out there”
have a picture of our founder
LOUISE LEIGHTON. I need
a clear picture of her face for
my montage. And I need it by no

later than October 15th. Please! This is for our
pictoral history. After I get the pictures as-
sembled that will be used, we also will have
labels made, and mounting done. Also, if you
have any other pictures of activities through
the years; especially in those beginning years,
I would appreciate having them for this project.

Thank you.
Star Powers
460 South River Road
West Bend, WI 53095
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The Champ

“Poets are the unacknowledged
   legislators of the World.”

               Shelley

Star Powers, E
ditorPoetry PagePoetry Page

“The Champ”, by Sprague Vonier, Milwaukee, Octogenarian Member.
“She Throws Like A Girl”, by Dale Ritterbusch, Madison. First published in Aetholon: Journal of Sport Literature, Fall 1977.
“North of Winona, Minnesota” by Kathy Miner, Madison, New Member.

A good exercise for the heart is to bend down and help someone up.

In those days when kids played
mibs in vacant lots,
on sidewalks and in gutters,
there arose in the neighborhood
a master gamesman
who crowned himself Marvin
the Marvelous Mavin
of Marbles. He honed his skills
until he cleaned every
champion within hiking

distance of the drugstore
out of everything that would
roll: glassies, brassies,
agies, steelies, and cat’s-eyes.
Because everyone had lost
all their marbles, no one could
play. And Marvin kept
calling and calling, “Hey --
this is crazy. You guys are
chicken.” But nobody listened.
Everyone played stickball
or mumble-de-peg instead.

North of Winona, Minnesota
Most of the leaves are gone
from the trees on the hillside, but
here and there a birch still glows,
a shower of yellow sparks
against the somber bluff.
I spot a large bird, squint, and am rewarded:
a bald eagle sits motionless,
watching the road and the river.

She Throws Like A Girl

She keeps the bat off her shoulder,
concentrates on the pitch,
waits, measures its speed,
isn’t fooled by any fakery
in my windup, nails it,
drives it hard over the neighbor’s fence—
and I’m happy as any father
can be: She has a good eye,
loves the feel of making contact,
the sound, the resonant movement
of the world driven deep.

When we play catch she lacks control,
especially when she wings it,
trying to put some real speed on the ball;
she’s just like her father, and the reason
I played right—good catch, lousy throw
to second or third. So I wonder how
she’ll do in a game, but when the ball
jams into the gap, she runs it down,
whirls, takes a step and throws it—
a sharp, hard liner that goes back
the same way it came out, and the girl
playing second doesn’t have to move
the target of her glove; she tags the runner
for an easy out: And I think
how my daughter throws like a girl—
my girl--and with an arm like spring steel.
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Living Separated From Him

Day’s Rest

Northwoods Shoal

Celibacy elongates me, stretches me out like taffy.
My fingernails grow in spite of their memory
of my biting them, and my days
number 58 times 365—or 366
on the Leap I never took the time to understand.
The rotations of the earth around the sun meaningless
tallied against you in tenth-grade Science class—
fine white hairs on your arm
tantalizing me away from all the planets but this one.
I yearn for that feathery touch on my belly,
remembering how your toes twisted in passion.

Your days are crowded with thoughts of us
when we were new.
They glisten with false promises—
you, the only man who saw me naked,
shared the birth of our son,
looked into my eyes when I cried, held me
at the death of my parents, my own cancer.

But there was the screaming
. . . the screaming . . .
and dropping the children’s hopes like bags of trash.

Pain is easy to ignore, forgotten in these six years
of blissful quiet and separateness. Should I grow lonely
it will be remembered pleasure that keeps me here—
the looming box of it
that would fly open at the merest touch of your hand.

The sun put down his boyish toys
And gave a silent yawn,

He stretched his golden rays
And nodded day be done.

Gone the hours of chasing billowed clouds,
Gone the scenes of earthly play

Till light recedes in shrouds
Moving slowly with rosy hues of kind,

He turns off the lights,
Adjusts his bed and blind

Golden head nestles into cloudy purple cover
He sinks in quiet rest

Only a sliver of light to hover.

Star Powers, E
ditorPoetry PagePoetry Page VERSO

“Living Separated From Him”, by Jackie Langetieg, of Madison. Winner of First Place Trophy Poem Contest, Fall 1997.
“Day’s Rest”, by Carol Nelson, of Middleton, New Member.
“Northwoods Shoal”, by M ichael Belongie, of Beaver Dam, from his new book: As Ancient As Stars.

Grains of sand
enfolded in sandy mantle,
anchor of long-needled pines;
low cumulus in ostrich-plume
canopy fragrant shoals.

The shifting friction has ground
since planet dawning
star dust into grainy loam,
medium for life protein

Tendrils grip through
compacted infinity, assured
that granite, holy as love-making
and as ancient as stars, is the bedrock
of the beloved’s embrace.

It’s easy to make a buck. It’s a lot tougher to make a difference. -Tom Brokaw
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Through humor, you can soften some of the worst blows that life delivers. And once you find laughter,
no matter how painful your situation might be, you can survive it. -Bill Cosby

Markets
Jackie Langetieg       2201 Carling Drive, #102 Madison, WI 53711 E-Mail: Jackielang@inxpress.net

September is the month that University of Wisconsin has its call for manuscripts. There is a reading fee. The information
below is from the 1997 contests, so be sure and check for current guidelines.

Ø UW Press Poetry Series. The Brittingham and Felix Pollak Prizes in Poetry call for a manuscript from 50 to 80 pages
of poetry, unpublished in book form.  All manuscripts will be considered for both contests. Awards are $1,000 each and
publication.. Reading fee last year was $20; check into it either in the next Poets & Writers’ magazine and/or send a
SASE for guidelines to: University of Wisconsin Press Poetry Series, The Brittingham and Felix Pollak Prizes in Poetry,
114 North Murray Street, Madison, WI  53715. Ronald Wallace, Series Editor.

Ø University of Wisconsin/The Madison Review, Phyllis Smart Young Poetry and Chris O’Malley Fiction Prizes.  $500
and publication in The Madison Review for a group of three unpublished poems by a single author in the Phyllis Smart
Young Poetry Prize. $500 and publication  for an unpublished short story in the Chris O’Malley Fiction Prize. Send
three poems or one short story. Last year’s reading fee was $3; check into the current guidelines by writing (and enclos-
ing a SASE) to: University of Wisconsin/The Madison Review, Phyllis Smart Young Poetry and Chris O’Malley Fiction
Prizes, English Department, 600 North Park Street, Helen C. White Hall, Madison, WI  53706.

Wisconsin Arts Board Fellowships  offers up to $8,000 to poets and fiction writers every other year. To be eligible, poets
and fiction writers must live in Wisconsin for at least one year prior to application. The next round of fellowships will be
given in 1999. The deadline is September 16, 1998. Call (608) 264-8191, visit the web site: http://www.arts.state.wi.us  or
write Wisconsin Arts Board, Individual Artist Program, 101 East Wilson Street, First Floor, Madison, WI 53702.

RHINO is looking for compelling poetry, and encourage regional talent. They hope to “. . . discover works of passion,
originality, and conviction.” Submit 3-5 poems with SASE to Rhino, P.O. Box 554, Winnetka, IL 60093

BAYBURY REVIEW  seeks high-quality poetry, fiction, essays, and reviews for Volume 3 (1999). Submit, with SASE, 3-5
poems or up to 5,000 words of prose (name and address on each page) by December 1, 1998. (Sample: $7.25). Send to Janet
St. John, Editor, Baybury Review, P.O. Box 462, Ephraim, WI  54211

DEAD METAPHOR PRESS announces its 1998 chapbook contest. Send 24 pages of poetry or prose, SASE, bio,
acknowledgements, and $10 processing fee. Winner receives 10% press run. Deadline: October 31, 1998. (Sample $7).
Send to Dead Metaphor Press, P.O. Box 2076, Boulder, CO 80306 or call (303) 417-9398.

ON THE INTERNET:  http://www.poems.com   for a new poem daily as well as news and reviews. For a weekly
e-mail of highlights, sign up at the web site. I have made this site my home page, and I can hardly wait to “log on” in the
morning and see the Poem for the Day. This is a great source for  markets, because many of the daily poems come from
journals.  Give it a try.  And thanks to Susan Fiore for sending me the information.

1999 NEW WOMEN’S VOICES  Chapbook Competition. Finishing Line Press is accepting chapbook manuscripts from
women poets who have never before published a book or chapbook of poems for our New Women’s Voices Series ISSN
1098-8173. Submit 16-24 pages of poetry (one poem per page), title page, acknowledgments, bio, cover letter, SASE, and
$10 entry fee. Winner is awarded publication and 50 copies of professionally printed chapbook. Deadline: December 31,
1998. Send to: Finishing Line Press, Chapbook Competition, P.O. Box 1016, Cincinnati, OH 45201-1016. 1998 selection:
Looking to the East with Western Eyes by Leah Maines ISBN 0-9664324-0-1.

Remember, I welcome suggestions for markets, web sites, and contests from you. Send to me (Jackie) at the above address.

Video Fundraiser a Success
R. Virgil (Ron) Ellis reports that the video fundraising project for WFOP was successful, with eighteen copies of the video sold.

He presented Mardi Fries with a check for $360 at the Spring WFOP Conference. You can still purchase the video, entitled
“Coffeehouse Cameos: 44 Wisconsin Poets,” by contacting Ron at rvellis@woodhenge.com. The snail-mail address is
Woodhenge Productions, Inc., N2416 Rockdale Road, Cambridge, WI 53523. The cost is $24.95 plus $2.00 shipping and
handling.
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A narrow mind will fit neatly in a rut.

Contest Plans Finalized

The Anniversary Committee for the
WFOP is announcing that Saturday, June
10th and Sunday, June 11th of the year
2000 have been secured at the Green
Lake Conference Center. Michael
Belongie and Star Powers selected this
location and date because of a history of
WFOP members teaching at the
conference center. The second meeting
of the WFOP took place on this very
weekend 50 years ago.

At the summer board meeting Michael
reported that the Green Lake Conference
Center had reserved the Roger William
Inn on its grounds for exclusive WFOP
membership lodging.

Besides Star and Michael, Sue
DeKelver and Bruce Dethlefsen have
volunteered as members of this
committee. If you would like to join,
please contact either of the co-chairs.

Power Poetry
Seeks Poets

The Power Poetry Course that is
broadcast interactively continues to
invite WFOP members to be guests or
guest presenters for second semester of
the 1998-99 school year. Please contact
Michael Belongie at (920) 887-7714 if
you wish to see this new technology that
allows long distance learning for students
interested in poetry.

The WFOP Literary Fund committee
composed of Sue DeKelver, George
Johnson, Ellen Kort, Barbara Larsen
and Peter Sherrill submitted the finalized
version of the new WFOP contests plan
to the Board at its summer meeting. The
broad outline of that plan is printed in
this issue of the Museletter. Details will
appear later as our 50th anniversary year
approaches when the Triad and Muse
contests will be inaugurated. Watch for
those details and prepare to enter by
writing some of your best poems ever in
the next year!

Minutes of the WFOP Board Meeting
July 25, 1998, Holiday Inn, Fond du Lac, WI
Present: President Slocum, Officers Sherrill, DeKelver, Cofell, Powers, Belongie, Cavanaugh, Flaten.

President Slocum opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m. Minutes of the 4/24/98 Board
Meeting and 4/25/98 General Meeting were distributed, reviewed and approved.
Treasury reports read, approved, balances as follows: (see elsewhere in Museletter).

Sue DeKelver expressed concern over the number of members delinquent in
paying their dues (67 out of 350 members) and suggested we be more aggressive in
getting members to pay on time. After some discussion it was agreed to add an option
to conference registration forms for a member to pay dues with their registration fee,
and to have a separate dues table set up at each conference. In issues of the Museletter
that are self-mailed (those without STROPHES) we will also put a note near the label
that says “Dues Paid?”

Calendar: Yvette reported that the printers have a draft of the 1999 edition and she
expects completion in approximately one month. The calendar holds over 200
poems, including the student and sesquicentennial contest winners. Michael pointed
out that the 1999 contract with the Business Manager was never activated;he will take
care of this with payment from the general fund. Peter suggested donating copies to
Wisconsin Public Radio for giveaways in exchange for free publicity. He also
brought forward a suggestion from Jane Farrell to expand the calendar to guarantee
publishing of one poem from every WFOP member; this suggestion was not
approved. Sue DeKelver asked for volunteers to take back issues.

Fall Conference: Elaine presented a rough draft of the registration form for review.
The group commended Elaine on the excellent job she has done planning this
conference and securing the afternoon presenters.

50th Anniversary: The committee has confirmed the date and time for June 10th
and 11th at the Green Lake Conference Center. There will not be a board meeting held
in conjunction with this conference: instead a separate board meeting will be planned
for sometime in April. The conference will include a Saturday night banquet, a “big
name” speaker and plenty of time for workshops and conversation. The committee
will be looking for a number of volunteers for various tasks in the upcoming months.

Literary Fund: The preliminary proposal from Barbara Larsen and the committee
was reviewed and is included in this Museletter. The board approved Yvette’s
suggestion that every time we ask for payment of dues or fees in writing that we
include an extra space for a donation to the literary fund. A motion was made by
Michael: To place surplus money from the general fund into a higher yield investment
account, with the dividend from this investment directed to the literary fund. Sheryl
will include this motion in the next issue of the Museletter with a request for comment.
We will vote to ratify this motion at the Fall Conference.

Additional Old Business: Yvette will coordinate the student contest for one more
year, but then would like to groom someone for the following year. Michael
distributed copies of the updated constitution. The Sesquicentennial Quilt has gone
to press. Peter distributed a draft proposal for including Advertising in the Museletter.
He will make copies available at the Fall Conference for comment and then the
committee will finalize by Spring 1999. Peggy Shimkus is no longer going to be the
VP of the South Region. We will advertise for a new VP in the Museletter.

New Business:
2000 Calendar: Patti is not going to be Business Manager as planned. Any ideas

for a replacement should be forwarded to Sheryl.
Spring Conference: A decision has not yet been made on where to hold it. The

board suggested asking the Northwest Region or the Northeast Region so we can hold
a conference back up in a different part of the state. In the future, each region will be
strongly encouraged to be host at least one conference on a rotating basis.

WFOP Anthology: Bruce Dethlefsen forwarded a suggestion that we compile an
anthology. The board will ask him to head up a committee to work on the idea.

Please see Board Minutes page 9
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Cooperation is spelled with two letters: we.

WFOP POETRY READING & OPEN MIKE

Barnes & Noble Books - Madison
(In back of West Towne Shopping Center)

7 p.m., Last Sunday of the Month
Featured Readers:

August 30: Fran Newhouse and Suzi Godwin
September 27: Eve Robillard and TBA
October 25: Andrea Musher and Marilyn Annucci
November 29: Robin Chapman and Susan Elbe

      Coordinator for 1998-99 is Rasma Haidri. Come and celebrate poetry.

WI Poet Laureate: Sheryl suggested we work on getting the
Governor to assign a poet laureate for the state. Cathy will do
some background research with other states and will contact
other Wisconsin writing organizations to request a joint effort.

Miscellaneous: Sue and Cathy have new addresses; new cards
will need to be printed. Peter has been designated the WFOP
contact for Wisconsin Public Radio’s Higher Ground program
and will be looking for poets for several upcoming events.

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathryn Cofell, Secretary

Board Minutes
continued from page 8

Minutes of the WFOP Board Meeting
April 24, 1998, Quality Inn, Baraboo, WI
Present: President Fries, Officers Zell, DeKelver, Schmidt, Sherrill, Cofell, Chronister, Coberly, Flaten, Larsen, McCormick, Saunders, Godwin, Swanson,
Cavanaugh, Lindow, Shimkus, Kort, Belongie, Fahrbach

President Fries opened the meeting at 6:50 p.m. Josey Zell reported that 2000 inserts for the membership brochure were printed
with the new officers; each officer and VP should take 50 copies. Minutes read, approved and filed. Treasury reports read,
approved, attached; balances as follows:

3/31/98 Literary Fund $16,084.71
3/31/98 General Account 6,403.62
3/31/98 Calendar Account 7,061.43

Museletter: Ron Ellis presented a proposal to start charging for advertising. Michael Belongie suggested a committee to work
on rates and structure; Peter Sherrill will head up. Jackie Langetieg’s suggestion to start a new Marketing column was accepted.
Printing will stay in Madison for convenience vs. a slightly cheaper printer in Randolph. Star Powers is going to start having theme
issues for the poetry page.

Regional VP reports: Elaine Cavanaugh requested her region be changed back to the Milwaukee Area from East - Milwaukee
due to member confusion by some members. Suzy Godwin requested she get fewer calendars to distribute since most members
buy direct, but Patti Swanson said she calls every VP and sends what they request.

Pres. Fries thanked Michael Belongie and Rita Frederick for the excellent conference planning. Fall Conference is tentatively
in the Milwaukee area, date yet to be determined. There were several suggestions to look further north for 1999 conferences, such
as Ashland or Bayfield.

Calendar: Patti reported she has less than 100 copies left, but knows she’ll get some back at the general meeting. Yvette Flaten
distributed samples of the 1999 brochures. The calendar is due in bookstores in July. Patti Swanson has agreed to be business
manager again in 2000; Elaine Cavanaugh will be Editor. All regional VPs are to update their local lists of bookstores, coffee
shops, etc. for our calendar mailing list; lists to be sent to Patti. Sue DeKelver needs volunteers to take back issues.

Contests: Yvette Flaten submitted a WAB Grant for a High School Poetry program, with WFOP as the sponsor. Sandra Lindow
reported on the Sesquicentennial Contest; winners (all WFOP members) will be announced at the general meeting. A broadside
with quilt motif will be sent free to the winners and major libraries. Others can get it at a cost ~ $1.60 ea.; she will need members
to let her know in advance how many copies they want so we print enough. Non-members who submitted will be sent a WFOP
brochure.

The 50th Anniversary Committee has tentatively selected a site and hopes to bring in a big name poet with the extra funds in
the treasury; Michael Belongie felt we could get someone for $3500 plus expenses. Additional cost could be subsidized by
corporate sponsors or through ticket sales.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathryn Cofell, Secretary
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Gentleness helps us make a point without making an enemy.

Order Form for the
Sesquicentennial Poetry
Quilt Broadside

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Number you would like to order       @ $3.00 each.

Send orders to: Sandra Lindow
320 W. Tyler Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54701

This is for a listing of recent publications having to do with poetry of WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 1997-98.  For more information, please
send a stamped, self-addressed envelope  to the author or publisher.

Title Publication Author
Whistles in the Wind Chapbook George A. Johnson

1912 Strawberry Lane
Green Bay, WI 54304-1623

Benthos Chapbook Liz Hammond
send inquiries to:
Wolfsong Publications
3123 South Kennedy Drive
Sturtevant, WI 53177
e-mail: wolfsong@wi.net

Poem Publications

What is the WFOP
Literary Fund?

The WFOP Literary Fund is a
designated fund of the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets and is kept in a
segregated account. Monies received
from contributions are invested and
income generated from the investment
is to be used for the stated purposes of
the WFOP Literary Fund as approved
by the Executive Board of the WFOP.

The WFOP Literary Fund is
administered by a board made up of five
Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets members
in good standing, one of whom is the
treasurer of the Fellowship. The
remaining four are appointed by the
Executive Board of the WFOP for terms
of two years and may be reappointed for
two additional two year terms. The first
board will have two members appointed
for one year terms and two members for
two year terms.

The duties of the WFOP Literary Fund
board are as follows:

1.To administer the monies of the
WFOP Literary Fund in a prudent
manner and report to the board of
the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets
twice each year.

2.To set a budget for contests
determined by amount of interest
earned in the WFOP Literary Fund
for each calendar year.

3.To promote and conduct the various
poetry contests described in the
WFOP Literary Fund Poetry
Contests Plan in a manner conducive
to encouraging participation. This
will include but not be limited to:
a. Publicizing the contests to receive

wide coverage.
b.Choosing qualified judges:

In-state judges for the Triad
contest (may include experienced
WFOP members).

National judges for the Muse
contest.

c. Publicizing the results of the
contests in appropriate media.

d.Keeping a record of winners of
awards.

Dues Payment Form

If your mailing label says (97) after your name, you are past due
on your 1998 dues. Please remit the proper amount to renew your
membership and mail to: Sue DeKelver, 10392 County K, Brussels,
WI 54204. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Amount Enclosed
Active: $15.00 Associate: $10.00 Student: $7.50 Life: $100.00



11

Time is more valuable than money because time is irreplaceable.

Announcing the

WFOP LITERARY FUND POETRY CONTESTS PLAN

RATIONALE: The purpose of WFOP poetry contests is to encourage poets to strive for excellence in
their writing. With this purpose in mind, WFOP will hold three poetry contests each year as follows: The
Triad Contest, The WFOP Muse Poetry Prize for Excellence, and the Student Poetry Contest.

Description:

1. The Triad Contest (three categories):

Open to WFOP members in good standing. First place winners may not enter the same category
in the following year. The three categories are:

Designated Theme:

Poem written on designated theme which has been previously announced.
Up to 75 line limit; no specific form, unless announced in advance.
Prizes: $50.00, $30.00, $20.00.

Poet’s Choice:

Up to 75 line limit, no specific form.
Prizes: $50.00, $30.00, $20.00.

New Poets:

Award to a poet who has not previously won a monetary award in any
WFOP contest. Up to 75 line limit; no specific form.
Prize: $25.00.

2. The WFOP Muse Poetry Prize for Excellence:

Open to any Wisconsin resident. Any style; up to 75 line length, any subject.

First place winners may not enter again for three years.

1st Place will receive the Muse Poetry Prize, an art object chosen for this event, and a cash prize
of $200.00.

2nd Place: $100.00

3rd Place: $75.00

3. The Student Poetry Contest: Rules as presently established.
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What is defeat? Nothing but the first step towards something better. -Wendell Phillips

Olympia Resort, Oconomowoc, Wisconsin
WFOP FALL CONFERENCE - October 9th & 10th, 1998

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Olympia Resort, Oconomowoc, WI
Room Rate: $79.00 single/double
Reservations: (800) 558-9573

(414) 567-0311
Mention you are with W.F.O.P.

Registration Form Fall Conference Olympia Resort Oconomowoc, WI October 9&10, 1998

Mail to: Sr. Irene Zimmerman
3601 S. 41st St.
Milwaukee, WI 53221

Registration $9.00
Luncheon $11.00
Total Fees $20.00

Registration Deadline:
September 12, 1998 to ensure
adequate space and preparation.

DIRECTIONS:
From Milwaukee: West toward Madison on I-94 25 miles to
Oconomowoc exit #282. Right on 67, 1½ miles on left.

From Eau Claire: South on I-94 toward Madison. Continue
towards Milwaukee to Oconomowoc exit #282. Left on 67,
1½ miles on left.

OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS:
Budgetel Inns, Delafield (414) 646-8500
Holiday Inn Express, Delafield (414) 646-7077
Country Pride Inn, Delafield (414) 646-3300

Milwaukee poet, Susan Firer, is one of 64 writers whose work was chosen to be architecturally incorporated into Milwaukee’s
Midwest Express Center, 1998. She has given poetry readings and workshops throughout the United States. Her third book of
poems, The Lives of the Saints and Everything, won the Posner Poetry Award and the 1993 CSU Poetry Center Prize.

James Hazard of Milwaukee, is the author of New Year’s Eve in Whiting, Indiana. In The North American Review, Robley Wilson
Jr. wrote, “Is it praise to say that Jim Hazard’s poetry has charm as well as depth? ...Not much poetry is as pleasurable or accessible
as Jim’s is. I wish more poets cared so deeply about their world.”

SCHEDULE:
Friday Evening, October 9th
6:30 P.M. Board Meeting
7:30 P.M. Open Poetry Reading (Board members will join

the reading when board meeting concludes.)
10:30 P.M. Good Night

Saturday, October 10th
Book Tables Open
8:00 A.M. Registration

Continental Breakfast Buffet (Pastry, doughtnuts,
juice, coffee, tea)

8:30 A.M.. General Business Meeting
9:15 A.M. 15 minute break
10:00 A.M. Roll Call Poems (We will finish roll call poems

after luncheon.)
12:00 P.M. 15 minute break
12:15 P.M. Buffet Luncheon (fruit, veg. salad, bakery

cheeses, cold meats, relishes, condiments,
assorted cookies)

1:15 P.M. 15 minute break
1:30 P.M. Finish Roll Call Poems

Plans for 50 year WFOP Celebration (Star
Powers & Michael Belongie)
Trophy Awards

3:30 P.M. James Hazard, Susan Firer
Questions to the authors
Book Signing

4:30 P.M. Goodbye until next time

There will be a
special dues table
for those that have
not paid 1998 dues.

Name

Address

Phone

Amt. Encl.

Yes, I have included my 1998 dues with my registration. (Anyone with a
(97) after name on mailing label.)

Make checks payable to WFOP.


