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Welcome to the
Fellowship

President’s Message
The following people have become

new members to the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets since the Summer
Museletter issue:

Roberta Fabiani Burlington
Don Harr Madison
Alan Jenkins Fairchild
Olena Jennings Greendale
Amy Neeb Racine
Patricia Schutz Washington Is
Babette Wainright Madison

Welcome to the Wisconsin Fellowship
of Poets!

The Wisconsin Sesquicentennial Issue of our Poets’ Calendar is not assured!
The headline means that no Business Manager has been found for the 1998

Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar. Unless...
someone comes forward to take the position. Or...
someone comes forward to take on the presidency of WFOP! In that case, I would

be the Business Manager!
We have searched locally for a person to take the position and we have asked a few

members. Again, the business manager sees a calendar from its initiation to closing
the books on that calendar or one and a half years. You may note in the Treasurer’s
Report that the Business Manager of the 1996 calendar received a check for $1500.
As I have reported, the business manager manages the distribution of and the book-
keeping for the calendar.

Please contact me at the address above or I may be reached through e-mail,
MardiFries@AOL.com, if you would consider either position starting January 1997!

I believe that the calendar has brought a great deal of positive attention to
Wisconsin poets/poetry which is what WFOP is about. I would be sorry to see us have
to discontinue the calendar. (I would also be sorry not to preside and you might be
sorry to have to deal with a business manager wondering how to manage an address
change; as will be my situation next year!)

A heartfelt apology: In my haste to name every past business manager in the
previous Museletter, and my memory needing a check I did not take and find I need
to take more often these years, Tobin Rocky, Green Bay, was not included. Tobin
took the position for two calendars. I am sorry for the omission, Tobin.

The summer board meeting drew forth plenty of creative discussion centered on
WFOP plans and possibilities. I think you will benefit from a good deal of it!

One proposal is in need of your response, however. We discussed a proposal to
disaffiliate from the National Federation of State Poetry Societies, Inc. Affiliation
may be important to those many silent members we do not hear from in meetings.
I invite everyone’s response. Please speak with any board member (any officer or
committee chairperson); in writing if you wish. Of course, I am available to receive
your thoughts on the subject.

An overview: Our NFSPS affiliation may afford many of our 350-some members
access to poetry contests that would cost them a non-member fee for each entry.
Though it is reported that only five WFOP members received six places and eleven
honorable mentions in the 1996 contests, among 4300 poems were entered in all 50
contests. At this time, for the privilege of the contest and convention* information,
included in their STROPHES, our affiliate fee is $1/member and the postage
necessary to send STROPHES to you (more “taxing” on the bulk mailer than in
actual cost estimated at $75/year for two STROPHES-only mailings should we try
to get contest and convention information to you in a timely manner). *Except for
the year we hosted a NFSPS convention, only one delegate slot, of the five allocated
to us, has been filled each year since 1988, I believe. As an affiliate, we sponsor two
NFSPS contests: The Wisconsin Poetry Award and the Edna Meudt Memorial
Award: costing us $220/year. (The memorial award is not to be confused with the
Edna Meudt Memorial Scholarships for Junior/Senior College students NFSPS

see President’s Message p. 5

Editor: Christine Falk

Surfing the Net for
Poetry
by John Faragher

The WFOP homepage has been
operating since June 1, 1996. It features
the poetry of eight Fellowship poets:
Sandra Lindow, Jan Lattimer, Peggy
Shimkus, Mardi Fries, Sue DeKelver,
Barbara Larsen, Mary Ellen Schmidt,
and Elaine Cavanaugh. Tentative plans
were made to feature ten poets every two
months. However, a mix up in
communications has prevented this. It
is hoped that things will work out by
September. The homepage is being
queried a thousand times a month.
Perhaps something will come of this
interest in the future. The page does
demonstrate the Fellowship’s desire to
use every means possible to make itself
known and to bring to the world its fine
native poets. I will try to explain what
Internet is, what a homepage does, and
any questions about your participation
in reaching the world through the
homepage at the fall conference. Your
comments are welcome.
The homepage address:
http://www.execpc.com/~jon
eMail address: jon@execpc.com

A memorandum is written not to inform the reader but to protect the writer.
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What’s
Happening in
Your Region?

Central-Fox Valley

Another reading was scheduled for
Thursday, August 22nd at Robinson
Park in Wisconsin Rapids. A business/
informational meeting began at 5:00
p.m. and the Open Poetry Reading
began at 5:00 p.m.
Jan Lattimer
Mid-Central Regional Vice-President

Milwaukee poet MacCanon Brown
has two poems included in the new
Iowa-connection anthology Voices on
the Landscape edited by Michael
Carey.

David Trembley has co-authored a
book with his wife, Lo-Ann, entitled
Emmaus Eyes: Worship WITH the
Mentally Challenged to be released
September 20th by Eden Publishing,
The Lakes Nevada. They are founding
co-pastors of Broken Walls Christian
Community, an inner city congregation
in Milwaukee. David teaches writing at
Milwaukee Area Technical College.

Angela Peckenpaugh had poems
published in the summer issue of
Sagewoman and the Volume 6 of Gypsy
Cab, an anthology of women writers.
Angela continues to be poetry editor of
Affilia magazine, a journal of women
and social work.

Meeting rooms have been reserved at
the Valley Inn in Neenah for our Spring
1997 Conference for April 18-19, the
third weekend.

Members of a  poetry workshop met
at the home of Laurel Mills and
volunteered to help with the conference.
The work should be easily delegated.
There will be a program.

Readings on the first and third
Tuesdays of every month continue to go
well. They are held at the coffee shop
adjoining Conkey’s Bookstore.

George Johnson, Green Bay, hosted
a party for WFOP members at his home
on Sunday, June 23rd. Both the poetry
reading and the food were excellent!
Poets were from Appleton, Green Bay,
Seymour, Door Co., and Washington
Island.
Kay Saunders
Central-Fox Valley Regional Vice-President

Jo Bartels Alderson of Oshkosh is a
winner in the National Federation of
Press Women annual communications
contest. Awards were announced
Saturday, June 29th, in ceremonies at
the NFPW communications conference
at Charlotte, NC. The award earned by
Ms. Alderson was first place in the
poetry book category. She was also
recognized as Wisconsin’s 1996
Communicator of Achievement.

Martha Moore’s poetry book
entitled, To Dance Down Winter won a
special runner-up citation at the
Council for Wisconsin Writers meeting
held in April.

The Mid-Central Region held an
Open Poetry Reading on Thursday,
July 18th at McMilliam Memorial
Library in Wisconsin Rapids. The
reading was attended by six WFOP
members and by four non-members.

Mid-Central Region

Milwaukee Region

Madison Region

Andrea Potos, Lynn Patrick Smith,
Richard Roe, and Susan Godwin
performed their poetry at The Art
House Cafe on Tuesday evening, July
9th. There will be another poetry
reading at the Art House on September
17th.

Eunice Holtz recently had a poem
accepted for the poetry anthology,
Grow Old Along With Me, published by
the Papier Mâché Press and edited by
Sandra Martz. Congratulations!

Accolades to Marion Rewey who
received eight honors for her poetry,
including a first, at the NFSPS
convention in Dallas. Marion was also
re-elected as Chancellor of NFSPS. Her
poem, “On Fading to Invisible” is
featured in Michael Bugeja’s newly
revised book, on the craft of poetry
writing. One of Marion’s poems, “Kitty
Hawk Revisited,” was recently read on

West-Central Region

NPR’s “All Things Considered,” is
published in various flying magazines,
and is also featured in brochures from
the Kitty Hawk Museum.
Congratulations to a long standing
member of WFOP.

There will be an Information Table,
plus readings from WFOP members at
the Madison Book Fair on Saturday,
September 7th.

I have a limited supply of 1997 Poet’s
Calendars on hand, so please call to
arrange a time and date to pick up your
ten copies at $6.50 per copy. (608) 277-
8966.

Hope to see you all at the Madison
WFOP Conference, September 27-28.
See details elsewhere in the Museletter.
Suzi Godwin
Madison  Regional Vice-President

Yvette Flaten has had two poems
accepted for publication - “Dot Matrix
Dad” in Parnasus Literary Journal and
“Drive Time” in the Iconoclast.

Sandra Lindow’s poem, “Sheet
Music” was published in Gypsy Cab.
July 19th, Eau Claire Area writers,
artists, and friends were invited to
celebrate the publication of Sandra
Lindow’s new book, A Celebration of
Bones. July 25th local WFOP poets met
for supper and reading at Camaraderie
restaurant. August 3rd Sandra Lindow
along with  Poetry Harbor poets met at
Tom’s Burned Down Cafe on Madeline
Island to read their poetry. The reading
was videotaped for public television.
Videotapes of this and other readings
may be purchased by writing to Poetry
Harbor, P.O. Box 103, Duluth, MN
55801.

Matt Welter has received
acceptances from Native West Press,
Hodge Podge Press, Eclipse Artword
Quarterly, Mother Superior, Rag Mag,
Fox Cry, Lilliput Press, Pueblo and
Rosebud. Big Bug Books put out a
chapbook, Even the Restless Must
Have a Voice, which includes some of
Matt’s work and other Chequamegon
poets. Matt had his first booksigning
for his chapbook, S.A.D. Cure and is

Northwest Region

You always find something in the last place you look.
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Poem Publications

This is for a listing of recent publications having to do with poetry of WFOP MEMBERS
EXCLUSIVELY.  Recent publication:  Copyright 1995-96.  For more information, please send
a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the author.

Title Publication Author
A Celebration of Bones Poetry Sandra Lindow

320 W. Tyler, Eau Claire, WI 54701

To Dance Down Winter Poetry Martha Moore
1125 Elmwood Ave., Oshkosh, WI 54901

Emmaus Eyes: Worship WITH Book David Trembley
the Mentally Challenged 5526 N. 34th St., Milwaukee, WI 53209

WFOP Members are invited to submit note of their book/poem project.  If more than 8 titles are
submitted, other submissions will be in the following Museletter.

Among FriendsAmong FriendsAmong FriendsAmong FriendsAmong Friends
by Arthur Madson

Allegory of the Cave
Having been asked to contribute a couple of articles to the Museletter, I revert to

the teacherly mode I practiced for so many years. I cannot help it--too old a dog. In
this mode it occurs to me to conduct an excursion through Plato’s “Cave.” This
fiction is the primary presentation of his, and philosophy’s basic concern, the nature
of reality. What is real, and what isn’t. It is interesting to poets further for a couple
of non-philosophical reasons. First, that this thinker, who specifically excludes
poets and poetry from his ideal community The Republic, should resort to a literary
construct to illustrate his central philosophic concept. Christ’s use of “Parables” to
instruct his immediate followers is another example of this sort of story-telling--the
use of literary, poetic techniques to present the deepest, most necessary idea, because
straight, factual telling just isn’t sufficient. And second, Plato’s thinking, in
banishing “poets” (and by implication, all creative writers, prose or poetry) was that
reading such imaginative material, let alone writing it, was an exercise of the
imagination, and the imagination, like a muscle, is strengthened by exercise. A
strong imagination will necessarily think of making changes (improvements) in the
current conditions, situations. And since the Utopia Plato is presenting this by
definition perfect, any change, all change will be a move away from perfection. So,
no poets, no creative writers. This thinking and exclusion of poets and imagination
points up the essential flaw in all proposed Utopias (and in Fundamentalist
thinking-personal bias.)

In the “Allegory” Plato imagines a cave and inhabitants restricted in mobility, a
fire behind them and manipulators between them and the fire casting shadows on
the wall in front of them. The physical lay-out and mechanics are hard to see--so
difficult that a colleague of mine interpolated a hole in the roof of the cave and a shaft
of sunlight that seemed necessary for the viewing of shadows, and was angered when
I rejected this on the grounds Plato would have included everything necessary. I later
read (Francis M. Cornford) the suggestion that 20th Century readers think of the
Cave as a movie theater. So--imagine a movie theater, people chained in their seats
so they can’t see the projection room above and behind them, only the screen and
the projected black and white movie. That is the totality of their experience. They
will think the movie is real,  not a one-dimensional rendering of the real. But now
imagine one of those chained people gets loose, wanders up the aisle, through the
lobby, and outdoors. He sees, hears, tastes, smells, touches grass and flowers, trees
and blue sky, streets, houses, humans, all bathed in glorious sunlight, all their
colors,  dimensions, mobility. After awhile, drunk on these sensations, excited,
inspired, he goes back into the theater and begins to tell all his friends and neighbors
of his experience, of the pale, lackluster limited nature of the movie representations
of the real. They will not believe him. He persists and they begin to abuse him,

down to his last 10 copies, although
Mother Superior Press has more. He
will forward any checks to them if he
runs out.
*Editor’s Note:

My apologies to Matt for the error in
the last Museletter. His chapbook is
entitled S.A.D. Cure which stands for
Seasonal Affective Disorder, not S.A.O.
Cure as previously stated in Poem
Publications.

Sheryl Slocum’s poem, “Just a Sprig
of Lilac” won first prize in Byline
magazine’s Spring poem contest. For
those who attended the open mic
readings at our Spring Conference, it
was the poem with “antimacassars.”

Racine-Kenosha

Members of the WFOP participated
in the 4th Annual Marathon Poetry
Reading held June 16, 1996 at Olbrich
Botanical Gardens in Madison. This
year’s reading was held in honor of the
Writer’s Place founded by Dale
Kushner. Those who participated
include: Fran Rall, Mardi Fries,
Rasma Haidri, Bruce Dethlefsen,
Phyllis Wax, Art Madson, Yvette
Viets Flaten, Cristine Prucha, Rich-
ard Roe, James Roberts, Yvonne
Yahnke, C.X. Dillhunt, and Laura
Polin.

Poets in the Garden

Writing Opportunities

Affilia magazine has writing
opportunities for poets, they receive
very little poetry. Submit work on
social reform, political themes, welfare,
to: Affilia, c/o Carol H. Meyer, School
of Social Work, Columbia University,
622 W. 113th Street, New York, NY
10025.

When all else fails, read the instructions.
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FALL CONFERENCE - September 27 & 28
St. Benedict’s Center, Middleton, Wisconsin

Housing Information
Center bedrooms are clean, simple and uncluttered. Each

contains a comfortable bed, a natural-finished oak desk and
chair, a sink, and a small wardrobe. Toilets and showers are
located in the hall near your room, so a robe and slippers are
useful items. Soap, towels, and all linens are provided, but
clocks are not. Bedrooms are not air conditioned, however
there is an electric fan in each. All rooms have privacy locks,
but keys are not issued for rooms. If you choose to share a
room, you will have to share a bed. If you are concerned about
valuables, please lock them in your car or take them to the
front desk for safekeeping.

If you wish to stay elsewhere there are three motels nearby
that are on or just off of State Highway 12: The Colonial
Motel, 3001 Beltline Highway (Highway 12), Middleton,
(608) 836-1131; Holiday Inn West, 1313 John Q. Hammons
Dr., Middleton (608) 831-2000; Budgetel Inn of Madison,
8102 Excelsior Dr., Madison (608) 831-7711.

If you arrive beyond the dinner hour at St. Benedict’s on
Friday, there are three restaurants in Middleton that are
recommended: Fitzgerald’s, 3112 W. Beltline Hwy (Hwy
12), (608) 831-7107; Stamm House, 6625 Century Ave. (Cty
Hwy M) (608) 831-5835; and Bavaria Family Restaurant,
7457 Elmwood Ave. (608) 836-6614; and the usual
assortment of junk food palaces.
Directions

St. Benedict Center is located at 4200 County Highway
M, just outside Madison, WI. The entrance to the driveway,
on the north side of Hwy M, is well-marked. However,
because it’s on a curve, be watchful not to miss it! At the “Y”
in the drive you may see an arrow directing your group to the
Center Building.
What to expect at the St. Benedict Center

The reception desk is not staffed 24 hours a day. Therefore
it is important to call the Retreat and Conference Center and
make special arrangements if you must arrive before 8 a.m.

or later than 9 p.m.
Please alert our group leader if you have dietary restrictions

of any kind. If you are vegetarian, report which, if any, animal
products you will eat. Our dietary staff can meet specific needs
if given a week’s advanced notice.

Center Building is handicap accessible.
Because the Retreat and Conference Center supports a policy

of clean air, there is no smoking within the building.
All guests are invited to attend the daily prayer services held

in the Oratory on the first floor of the Monastery Building. These
services last about 15-20 minutes each and are held at 8:30 and
11:45 a.m. and at 4:30 p.m., Monday-Saturday.

You may want to wear comfortable shoes in order to enjoy a
stroll during lunch or breaks. The 130-acre campus includes
wooded trails as well as paved driveways. A sweater or light
jacket is a good way to insure your comfort, whatever the
weather.

The Retreat and Conference Center phone is (608) 836-1631,
ext.100. Please ask your family and associates to restrict calls
after 9 p.m. and before 8 a.m. to emergencies only. Outgoing
calls may be placed at any time. The Center’s Fax, (608) 831-
9312, receives 24 hours a day.

Name

Address

Phone

We will need to give St. Benedict Center an estimate of the number of people who plan to stay overnight on Friday, and who
plan to eat various meals during the conference. Please indicate on the form below which meals you plan to take and whether
or not your plan to stay overnight (if you do not know, for certain, guess!) and return to Josephine M. Zell, 1109 Linda Vista
Rd., Madison, 53716 by September 10. Do not send money to Mrs. Zell. Pay at the conference.

Schedule
Friday, September 27
6:30 Board Meeting
8:00 Open Poetry Reading
??? The Reading after the Reading at Rich Roe’s

House
Saturday, September 28
7:45-8:45 a.m. Registration
8:45-10:00 a.m. General Meeting
10:00-11:45 a.m. Roll Call Poems
12:00-12:45 p.m. Luncheon
1:00-3:30 p.m. Max Garland

Speaker to be announced

Registration Fee $5.00
Luncheon $6.00

I plan to do the following at St. Benedict’s

Eat dinner on Friday, September 27 ($7.50)
Stay overnight ($31.00 single, $41.00 couple)
Eat breakfast on Saturday, September 28 ($4.75)
Eat lunch on Saturday, September 28

See page 5
for map

Bare feet magnetize sharp metal objects so they always point upwards
 from the floor-especially in the dark.
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sponsors). I receive so much information on
state contests, from other NFSPS affiliates,
that it is impossible to relay all of it to all of
our members. Most of it is received too late
to even consider posting at our conferences.
Help us to evaluate the “burden vs. the
benefit” of our affiliation with NFSPS. (As
I have said before, if we do not hear from
you, we can only assume that you do not
mind that the decision rests with those who
do come forward.) A couple of members
have said that a national affiliation should
be important to us. What do you think?

I look forward to seeing you through your
poems, also, on our St. Benedict Days of
September!

from President’s Message p. 1

Quarterly Financial Report

You can fool all of the people some of the time, and some of
   the people all of the time, but you Can't Fool Mom.

submitted by Sue DeKelver, treasurer

General Account:
Balance March 31, 1996 $6,023.29

Income: Dues $1,535.00
Festival of Poets 91.00
Spring Conference 1,759.50
Calendar 32.00
Total 3,417.50

Expenses: Literary Fund 3,000.00
Spring Conference 1,507.00
Fall Conference Deposit 600.00
Trophy Contest 45.00
Milwaukee Rose Festival 50.00
VP Expenses 61.16
Dues Reminders 66.80
Calendar 24.00
Computer Services 175.00
Total $5,528.96

Balance June 30, 1996 $3,911.83

April 1, 1996 through June 30, 1996

Calendar Account:
Balance March 31, 1996 $8,324.81

Income $1,536.89
Expenses 49.52

Balance June 30, 1996 $9,812.18

Literary Account:
Opening Balance March 31, 1996 $      0.00

Income: Donations $1,120.00
General Account 3,000.00
Total 4,120.00

Expenses: $36.55
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If you are a member of the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets, you may purchase up to TEN copies of the calendar at the DISCOUNT
PRICE OF $6.50 per copy.  Additional copies cost $9.95 each.  ALL Calendars ordered through the mail must include shipping
charges.  Please complete this form and return it with your payment to: Patty Schenk, Business Manager, Wisconsin Poets
Calendar:1997, 213 N. Owen Drive, Madison, WI 53705, (608) 233-8856.

Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar: 1997 copies @ $6.50 (limit of 10 books) = $

copies @ $9.95 (no limit) = $

If ordering by mail, add shipping charges: For one book add $1.50 ---- 2 or 3 books add $2.50 $
4 or 5 books add $3.50   ---- 6-10 books add $4.50

Total Enclosed (Payable to WFOP CALENDAR ACCOUNT) =$

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (           )

Enclose copies of the RETAIL sales brochure for me to distribute to the general public.  Enclose copies
of the WHOLESALE sales brochure for me to present personally to bookstores, gift shops and similar tourist businesses.

CALENDAR ORDER FORM FOR WFOP MEMBERS

If computers get too powerful, we can organize them into a
   committee -- that will do them in.

Member’s Merits
The following WFOP members had

their poems published in the Poetry
Section of Wisconsin Academy of
Sciences, Arts, and Letters 126th Annual
Conference Publication: Michael
Belongie, Elaine Cavanaugh, Cathryn
Cofell, C.X. Dillhunt, Iefke
Goldberger, Debra S. Hall, Joan
Johannes, Sandra Lindow, Arthur
Madson, Betty McMurry, Janice
Puta, Mariann Ritzer, Peter Sherrill,
Nadine St. Louis, Mary Jo Stich, and
Matt Welter.

The distribution of the 1997 Calendars is continuing, with 73% of all calendars
in circulation as of August 5th. This includes purchases by members and the general
public as well as circulation to bookstores.

If you have not purchased your MEMBERS ONLY “ten personal discount copies”
at a poetry party or are unable to attend a party in your area, please use the order form
(or a copy of it) in this newsletter while inventory is still available.

You may purchase up to ten calendars at the discount price. Please consider
purchasing at least one copy of this beautiful calendar to show your support for the
Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets. The calendars make wonderful gifts, offering your
friends and family members numerous opportunities to bring poetry into their daily
lives.

I have enjoyed getting to know poets of Wisconsin through my job as Business
Manager and look forward to receiving your orders!

1997 Update
Patty Schenk
Calendar Business Manager

Calendar Information

verbally and physically. The extent of their abuse is determined by the degree of his
persistence. They will shut him up.

The “Allegory” illustrates Plato’s idea that all the objects and effects of the physical
world that we take in through our physical senses are not real--are only copies, or
copies of copies of the real. The real is the blueprint of tree, flower, table, etc., that
exists in the Creator’s mind. The hallmark of the Real is Eternality. Permanence
without change. And so Plato’s Republic, his Utopia, with no poetry (literature), no
imagination. Wonderfully logical.

from Among Friends, p. 3

Send pieces of news items
for the Winter issue by
November
15th to:
Christine
Falk,
Museletter
Editor, 109
Pierce St., Randolph, WI
53956


